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| The Lowe of CHRIST conflraineth ar, becanſe s 

thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all © 55 
dead; and that he died for all, that they which B — | ; 
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im which died for? them. 
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Now, i in like Manner, as it pleaſed Gop three 
Spimes to bear ſolemn Teſtimony: to bis Son, That 
in him he was well pleaſed ; which. yet no one ound 
dopbt, when conlidbred as lying from all mom 
in the Boſom of the Deity : But ſtill, when appear- 
ing upon Earth in the Form and Fleſh 1 
and wretched Man, a Declaration was aſto- 
rel even ſo it is here: The Father was glori- 

nn Son in the Father, wich that 
e aubich he had with bim before the World: mat; 
but that be ſhould. have, his Name. glorified. in 
Cunts, when appearing before him in the Like- 
neff Man, and actually clothed in Humanity, 
with bur mortal Fleſbrupon' him, this wad a Prayer 
_ warthy of the Sayjour-of the World to make, wor- 
2 e whoſe Merey is 


i Grant 2 enen 
| farm Sake ae b, Vie came]! Gopal 
he gloriſiad in us and by us: For though all thy 
Wende praiſe thee, O Lon, yet it is 97 8 Same 
Wan ee Than unto "thee: | | 
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a fallen, abject, wrathful, reſtless Worm; = Low 
Diſgrace to the all-perfet Works of Gop, yet 
now at length he becomes through the Preſeuee of | 
CarisT dwelling in his Heart by Faith, of all the 
Creatures moſt to the Praife and Glory of GOD. 
This. great Grace is Matter of Aſtoniſnment both 
in Heaven and Earth; the Angels themſelves ren 8 
to look into it, and it amazes the, very Souls of 
Men when made Partakers of the Benefit. They. 
who firſt” ttuft"in Cizisr are, in this very Sbaß- 
e, enabled to do their All, whether in Thotight' | 
or Deed; ehen down to Tating and Drinking, to the 
Praiſe and Glory of Gop.- All Things are accepted | 
in the Bel6ved,” and that becauſe he fanctifies rage! l 
 whereſveyer he enters with FO. 150 Ss BA 
Let us therefore give "he more eee to. | 
this great + Gesel Tru, left we let flip at any Fime. 
ali that has been done for us, viz. That whatſoever. | 
way done or ſaid by | Cunisr in the Fleſh, it Was . 
all for Our Sakes, for our Example, and for our, Imi- 
tation. Nothing could be wanting to any Perſon in 
the Godhead to render them either more perſect or 
more bleſſed than they have been in themſelves from 
all Eternity: And, at this Conſideration, St. Paul - 
breaks out in the Words of David, with, LORD, 
_ what is Man, that thou art thus mindful of Him, = 
the Son of Man that thou. ſo-regardeſt bim! If GD 8 
be then glorified e it is chat ** 8 be. _ 
Wo in us alſo. 
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| Now, in what Manner FR may 1 70 5 


the Subject of my following Inquiry, and that under 
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and ourſelves, are g 


[4] 


"Il. Tn his Werd. And 
I. Tn his Inflitutions. . 
Firſt, then, Gop is to be Yorified ir in 1 Us, trough 


unter, with * to his Name. 


And it is here ak remarking, That © our WEE. 
has placed the Honour of Gon before: any Conſide- 
ration that relates ſimply to ourſelves, in that Prayer 
which he himſelf hath taught us; and ſo ſhould we 
prefer i it to any temporal Good; which, notwithſtand- 


ing, our corrupt Wiſhes are but too apt to give the 
firſt Place in our Petitions. There are but ſix in the 


whole Prayer, and the three former concern Gop's 


Glory, and the three latter our own Good though. 
indeed they are ſo intimately joined — A that it 


is impoſſible to ſeparate them; Gop beigg never 
more honoured than when Man is happy, nor Man 
more happy than when God is honoureJ * him. 


Now, by the Name of Gop is 1 His Be- 


ing, his Attributes, and whatſoever in anywiſe belongs | 
. unto him: And when the Heart is moved with a 


Kind of reverential Contrition and ſubmiſſive Awe 
at the Thought and Apprehenſion, theſe are the true 
Marks of Honour and Godly Fear. Now, worthy 
Thoughts are to him, who ſees and underſtands the 


. moſt inward and ſecret Motions of our Souls, the 
greateſt Honour, as being that from whence all out- 
ward Signs of Worſhip, whether in Word or Deed, 
muſt flow. The firſt Debt therefore we owe to God | 
and worthy Thoughts of 


him 


151 


him: We muſt ſincerely believe that he i is, and that 
he governs the World with all the Exactneſs of Ju- 
ſtice and Wiſdom : That as Promotion comes neither 
from the Eaſt nor Weſt, ſo neither doth Aftiftion 
ſpring out of the Duft; but that both deſcend with the 
exacteſt Regularity and good Intention from the 
great Author and Diſpoſer of all Things, both in 
| Heaven and Earth. The Eternal Wiſdom, who 
hath poured forth all his Works in Number, Mea- 
ſure, and Weight, has left nothing looſe, to be- 
come the After-ſport of Chance or Fo ortune. 2 


Such „ Apprebenfions as theſe, 32 0 WES 
and firmly rooted in our Hearts by Faith, will bring 
forth in us plentifully the Fruits of good Living, to 
the Honour and Glory of God's Name: They will 
naturally produce in us a Dependence and Truſt 
in him, in whoſe Hands are all Things; for whom 
do we ſo readily and ſincerely honour as thoſe up- 
on whom we depend, and from whoſe Bounty or 
Juſtice we have ſo much to hope or fear? All 
ſuch Conceptions as include Weakneſs and Imper- 
fection, or Poſſibility of Error. and Injuſtice, muſt 
be dropp'd out of our Idea of the Deity, before we 
can in N honour or ſerve him truly. 


| "Mo is this enough : ' His Goodneſs and Mercy 

mult be felt and acknowledged, as well as his Ju- 
ſtice and Power, or Mankind will make it but poorly 
out. To this Attribute, bis Mercy, the greateſt 
Part of Scriptural Hymns are dedicated; and much 
it concerns us to cultivate the Diſpoſition in our 
Souls, that the Mercy of Gop may reſt upon our _ 
dul. None but the Merciful ſhall obtain Mercy: . 

| A 3 and | 


£51. 


and without wk * we are ſor ever loſt. God. 
has neither Honour nor Gratitude from Man, till | 
this his moſt glorious Attribute be perceived and 

embraced by him. His Greatneſs likewiſe, and the 
Glory of his Majeſty, require our frequent Contem- 
lations ; 3 for herein the Name of Gon may be glo- 
rified in Man: How wonderful are the Effects of 
it; how infinitely above aur Comprehenſions ? And, 
in he of this our Weakneſs and bounded . 
Capacities, we ſhould be ever careful how we exer- 
ciſe them in theſe great Marters, which. are too high 
for us, till the Grace of Gop in Curi1sT open our 
Underſtandings, and fit them for Divine Contempla- 
tions. The natural Man recei veth not the Things of 
_ the Spirit of GOD; they are even fooliſhneſs unto 
him, neither can he know them, and that AE 5 
are 7 ſpiritually to be di iſcerned. | = g 


et ſuch therefore to di ſpute about the wins i | 
the Deity, or the wonderful Redemption of Mankind 
by a crucified Saviour, is the higheſt Kind of Pre- 
ſumption and Profanation ; for he who diſputes pre- 
tends to underſtand; and that here is too much for 


mere Humanity: All our Inquiries ſhould be humble 5 


and modeſt; for Confidence, in Matters of this Depth, 
is irreverent, as well as . and generally 
: terminates in rank Agde. f i 1 


The Proud are beheld afar of but to as Humble 
he'giveth Wiſdom ; the Wiſdom to glotify him for 
what the other inſults the Majeſty and Greatneſs of 2 


his Kingdom amongft Men. 


. Again: The Name of Gov may be Gonged in 
us by our Words, which carry more Weight with 
3 : — | LF 5 them 


14 


them! chan we readily imagine: — The by th With. 5 
ſhalt tbon be ju 2 fified, and by thy Words thou | ſhalt de. 
condemned. We are never to make Mention of bis 
Name but with Honour . and Deſign of Benefit: 
Never i in Paſſion, © Sport, or common Converſe : His 
Name is Holy, i. e. ſeparate from ordinary Uſe, 
and when we treat it otherwiſe we profane i it: When © 
it is intermixt and made ſubſervient to Luſt, Fancy, 
Buſineſs, and even Impertinence, tacked to. every. 
frivolous Aſſertion and idle Word, how could it be 
worſe uſed, though we ſtudied to contemn it? The 
Name of God is all we have by which we may en- | 
preſs his Being; and whoever honours not the one, 
RE . to the other. | IP more: 


ence, "Truſt and Confidence e in hin for our preſent 4 
Subſiſtence and our future neſs : He who diſ- 
truſts his Gop, evidences but a mean Opinion of 5 
him; and whereſoever he fixes his Dependence, ſor 
ſome where he muſt depend, will ſurely find a weaker 
Defence ; for who is ſo. great a Gon as our Gon; 
or. who is equally capable of providing for the pre- 
ſent or future Welfare of Creatures, as he out of 
whoſe Boſom all Exiſtence has flowed? He therefore a 
who ſhews himſelf diſtruſtful, diſhonours the Al- 
mighty, and profeſſes that he is not the Defender of 
thoſe that put their Truſt in him; whereas none 
ever did truſt i in him and were finally forſaken. - But 
AM farther, as I purpoſed to ſhew. under ** 


* Ger [= 3 bs Man i is * mals capable, by 
5 virtue of this Grant to Cunler i in the Text, of glo- 


3 


6. 8 4 : i 1 
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rifying Gon with W to bis Word, and conſe=. 
quently to diſhonour him by lightly regarding it; J 
for they ftand right over againſt each other; and if 
we do not the one, we ſhall certainly do the other, 
there being no Neutrals in this Matter ; and. "the 
much open. Contempt the written Word. of Gon 
daily meets with amongſt us, will juſtify my e. * 
me the more earneſtly upon it. V 


n to uf the Bible with Reverence. i is A 4 | 
bil due to its Antiquity, omitting the Confidera- , 
tion of its being the Iſſue of Divine Wiſdom, and . 
as flowing immediately from the Fountain of Know- 
ledge and Truth: But it has the greateſt Teſtimony . 
of its coming from Gop, that any Writing is capable 
of having. And that Gon ſhould ſuffer, in Matters 
of this Importance, fuch Teſtimony to be given to 
falſe Facts, greater than which could not have been . 5 
given to the Truth, ſeems to me inconceiveable. 
But the hiftorical F oundation upon which the Scrip- 
ture ſtands is not of ſo much Concern to us, as how Wwe 
ſhall obtain a Portion of thoſe Divine and Heavenly 

Diſpoſitions, which we muſt acknowledge are wor- 
thy of God's Favour and Friendſhip ; and which 
for fome thouſands of Years ſtand there recorded, as 
having made Men in all Ages Frie of Gon, and 
Heirs of Heaven. Theſe internal Marks are its 
ſureſt Witneſſes and its ſweeteſt Security; inaſmuch 
as there are ſuch intereſting Truths revealed there, 

as never could have entered into the Heart of mere 
Man to conceive, and without the Knowledge of 
which no thinking Man could have taſted Reſt or 
Peace: So that we need not ſpeak of the Gravity, 

| che Majeſty,” the OM: or * of its is Style; ;, 
x — 
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ney nor r of td. zonderful Works 3 1 
firmation of its Truth, during the Progreſs of ſo 
conſiderable a Portion of the World's Duration; nor 
of its Propheſies, which are every one of them Mi- 5 
racles, ſince none but Qmniſcience could foreſee what 
| would happen at ſo great a Diſtance: To ſpeak no- 
thing of theſe; yet there remains, running through 
_ ws whole, ſuch: Unity of Deſign expreſſed i in ſuch = 
an Infinite of conſiſtent Variety, as is excinplitied in BS 
nothing but the outward and viſible Creation of GO. 
And, from this wonderful Affimulation alone; we ; 
may ſafely conclude that they are both: the Ie f 1 5 
one and the ſame almighty Workmaſter: "Infinite © 
| Variety: and exact Unity meet nen 18 in the | 
| all perfect Works of Gon.” e 


. , 1 
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St. Paul reckons that the FO As of» 
the Fews was their having theſe lively Oracles de- 
 livered to chem: And how much this Privilege is 
increaſed towards us, who have the Light of ne 

Goſpel added to it, is eaſily diſcerned. Conſider only | 
the Ends for which the Scriptures were” given : For . | 

| hereby Mankind are let into the Knowledge of the 
Ways of Salvation; which, among the greateſt Dic- 
tates of the moſt ſublime human Reaſon and Wi- 


dowy we thould for'e ever 75 Tought 1 in vain, 7 ; = <6 


4 


The Goſpel ah us PER! the Tanis al and 
Breach of Nature in Adam is to be repaired, ack = 
how once more we may be put into a State of Life © . 

and Happineſs: We ought therefore ſo to receive, | 
and ſo to behave towards the Scriptures} as that 
Gop in us be glorified thereby; as having herein 
opened to our View the Fountain of Life and Salva- 
tion; as s the Produce * n Wiſdom, Goodneſs,” 
185 L | | and, 


A as that by 
the Direction of which we may be led into the Know- 
ledge of Gon, and the End Everlaſting Life 
Thus, through Patience and Comſort of the Scrip- 


| Rs once > 41.1496 nan Rees 


Jail bd ht | 


| Conſequent tothis, we bas ſubmit eure. 5 


Caſes ; eee, ſuch Parts ws. 

ling to obey : He who acts in this Manner, "follows - 
only his own Fancy, and not the Rule of God's Will.” 
If there be Reaſon that we obey in any Particular, 
there is the ſame that we obey in all. To pick and 
chuſe what may fit our Corruptions is an eaſy 
Piece of Compliance, and is indeed one of the great- 
eſt Profanations of the written Word of Gon. py” 


o allo with regard n is there SP as | 
Matter of Faith; the whole is to be embraced; and no 
_ - Conſultation to be held with Fleſh and Blood about 
the Meaſures of Credibility : If Gon be its Author, 
he is able to accompliſh his own Declarations.— 1 
work, faith the Almighty, and who ſhall lett it f— 
Why Should it be thought a Thing 4 incredible with you, 
ſaith St. Paul, that GOD ſhot iſe the Dead? 
And yet, than that Doctrine, here are not many 
more ſtrange in Chriſtianity. But when Gop that 
made us promiſes for it, what becomes of the Dif- 
ficulty ? Our not comprehending the Manner is no- 
thing to the Purpoſe: To. inferior Creatures we 
ourſelves are incomprebenſible.; Nay, the Union of 
the Soul and Body looks as ſtrange to Reaſon, as the 
Unity of the Trinity. And if we are thus in the 
: Dark as to ourſelves, how. ſhould we comprehend . 
35 Infinity ? 


E 


Infinity? In Truth ; were there nothing A ef 
the Divine N ature Or this Workings to us incom- 
prehenſihle, the Relation would haye been more 
ſuſpicious; for what we can can fully underſtand, we 
muſt be in ſome Meaſure ſuperior to; Faith is all 
that is required, heeaule to believe js to obey, as it 
ſubmits our perplexed Underſtandings to the Guid- 

ance of our Gop; which is e n 
fying his holy Name and n ul Fils 1:4 


+ the 4 12.5 ge the 
Seri ptures like Conteſts and Cavils about fie. Letter. 
8 and Diſputes, Comments and Explanations, 
Have rendered what was before plain, doubtful and 
inſignificant. With what Violence will either Com- 
batant force it to his Side ; aud with what Dexterity. 
both ſerve themſelves of this two-edged Sword, as 
if the very ſame Words would countenance direct 
Contradictions . What Clouds of Difficulties are. 


ct before the plaineſt Texts, when a ſkilful Diſpu- 


tant has taken it in Hand to explain. Theſe Things 


might well be ſpared, had we but Senſe to ſee that 95 


| Religion is not an Art, but Newneſs of Life, and 
is propoſed as Matter of Obedience, rather than of 
doubtful Diſputation ; nor is there any Thing in it 
that encourages any ſuch Practice. What's difficult 
is defigned to humble, and not gratify Curioſity, to 
make us adore that Depth which we cannot — <k 
and ſubmiſſively acknowledge. the Tracts of that 


Wisdom which we can never. fully comprebend. 


What concerns our eternal Welfare j is plain and eaſy, 
what would feed Curioſity 1 is difficult; juſt as in 
the Things of this Life, neceſſary Sublltenes. is 
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there ate People who can complain of the Drineſs 
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with obſerving, tha 
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of a Scripture Story, and yet ſcornfully reject any 


Sood Meaning dat may be put upon it; ſuch are not 


in the Intereſt of Gob's Glory: And that there are 


others who have found what at one Time has 
f peared flat and poor, at another to be moſt rich and 


; ſuch glorify God for the ſame, hoping 
chat i it is all over Sweetneſß ; and that every Jot and 


Tittle of it ſhall, in its Seaſon, approve itſelf wor- 


. thy of the Gov that gave it. ; But/there is, beſides 
the Name and Word of Gen, 


1 chit Thing wherein Man may Aw forth the 
Glory of his Maker, viz. In doing Honour to his In- 
Kitutions 3 E ad 
"briefly,/and have done. ROE: 
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God; who kübes our Hearts and an our ir Weak 
neſſes together, has appointed ſome outward Things 
in his Worſhip, which he knows will forcibly lay 
hold upon our Minds when 7; pre. in the fitteſt 
Frame to be amended :- And if oſe who are not fit 
for them, as being too much above, or, it may be, 
too much below ; if, for either of theſe Reaſons, 
they treat them contemptuouſly, they: do great Diſ- 
- Honour to their Author: Of this Kind ate che two 
© moſt holy Sacraments; Which whoſcever hall go. 
about to judge after the Meaſure df common Things, 
utterly miſtakes the Matter, and,excludes- him im fel 


from the Benefit thereby intended. We can take 
our 


TTY 


curtis Food upon Truſt from our A pe 


without knowing any Thing of the ſecret Powers of 


Digeſtion, by which it becomes wholeſame Nouriſh, | 


ment to our Bodies; and what but Want of a like 


Appetite is it that makes us ſo ſerupulous about know 2 

ing the Manner of working in that Food; Which is 

On to nouriſh' our Souls ? It being in either 5 2 
equally: true that Man lives not by Bread alone, 3 


=> 3 every Word that proceedeth out of the, Mouth 
of 60D: And to behave a8 if we believed this, is 
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the higheſt Honour we can pay the Almighty Author 5 5 9 3; 5 


of this holy Inſtitution. Religion i is one Thing, and i 5 "228 


Science is another; the Eiſe of the latter is a ſeru - 


pulous Curioſity, but the Soul of the former is humble 


Reſignation. And he who conſiders theſe Inſtitu- | 
tions otherwiſe: than as the Effects of the divine 


Wiſdom and Goodneſs, the one appointed as the 


| of a new Life, or as what begets us to 
Eternity, and the other as what continues and nou- 
riſhes us up to the ſame, neither gives Glory to G, 
nor adds a Bleſſing to > his Soul, in "OY outward * _— 


plication of either. 
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| The ſame Way of thinking 3 is 1 with a 425 
4 to whatever Men have voluntarily dedicated to the 


Service of God; as, of old, the Gift of a Free- will 
Offering was no more to be revoked than the ſtated 


Sacrifices were to be denied. And whoever gives to 
frivolous Uſes, idle Diverſions, or worldly Deſigns, 


the Time appointed for the Honour and Service of 
Gov, will find e in the End but little enrich- 
ed by ſuch of facrilegious. Robbery, though 


perhaps none but Gop and his own Conſcience be 8 
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it has pleaſed Gow the Tatber ſo mers 
| to look upon our Infirmiries, as not — 00 
turn from us thoſe E it: ls which we have 


. Baha'i nou 0, 
then ſhould we ftrive to be made fit for 10 bleſfed an 
nt ? How ſhould we give up ourſelves to 
his Service, in whiew Gon's Glory and our own 
perfect Freedom meet? And, above all, how earneſt- 
ly ſhould we pray that he would ſo work im us, and 
all Men, by his Grace, that though we are 
puniſhee for our Offenes, yet, being mereifully 
livered by his Goodneſs,” we may glorify his great 
Name, through Jz$vs Cre our Saviour; to 
whom, with the Father and e e Hey Spirit, de 
aſcribed, Sc. Am. ng 
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"A. is made tb Head "of the Corner.” rs 
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8 W is not a Word in this Ten bir 

what is highly figurative, it will be 

expedient, before we offer to raiſe any - 

Doctrine upon it, to underſtand clear- 

ly the Ground we have to build upon: 
And thera s is no more likely Way of getting at this 
Knowledge, than by examining into ſeveral other 

= Paſſages of Scripture where the like, metaphorical 

. Form of Speech is made uſe of; and which is very 
frequently to be met with in the Writings both of 


the Old, and Ne ew Teſtament. ? "LS 


Let us U wi * vis wer f al; in this Slows. i in 
the Context. Here we hall 82 this Stone to be no 
other than CRLF ot Savibu ür; and the main Buil- a 
ders to be Caiaphas and His Company For Proof of 
this we muſt look into 4+ iv. Whe rede have it from ö 
„%%; ᷑ ˙ VT Peter's 
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Pals awn Mouth! The Occaſion was this: 1 


Amas and Caiaphas, and as. many as were of the 
Kindred of the High-Prieſt, were gathered together 
at Feruſalem, to examine into the miraculous Powers 
of the Apoſtles, Peter, ſays the Text, fill d with the 
Holy Ghoſt, ſaid, Be it known unto you, that by the 
Name ef FESUS CHRIST of Nazareth, whom ye 
erucified, whom G OD raiſed from the Dead, even by 


him is this Power given. This -is the Stone which _ 


was ſet at nought of you on which is b beg e 


_ the Head US the cr. 


"4 2 
5 


* likewiſe, we are told what is meant 155 „ 


deing diſallowed or rejected. Ye denied the Holy 


One and the Jul. and defired rather a Murderer to le 
| granted unto you. They utterly rejected nnter 


at his Paſſion, when Pilate, his Heathen Judge, was 


determined to let him go as an innocent Perſon. We 
are alſo here inform'd what is to be underſtood by 
this Stone's being made the Head of the Corner, VIZ. 

That Gon, at the Reſurrection, ſets CHRIST at the 


Head of that Body or Family, which conſtitutes the 
Kingdom of Heaven; neither is there Salvation in 


any other. To whom coming, faith the ſame Apoſtle, as 


unto a living Stone, drfallow'd!: indeed of Men; (here he 
takes all Mankind into the Number of thoſe Builders 


who reject CrgisT from having any Part in their 
religious Policy) but choſen of GOD and precious ; * 


here the total Oppoſition of Man's Judgment againſt 


God's is clearly ſet forth: But he goes on, Ye alſo, 


as lively Stones, are built up. a. ſpiritual Hauſe ;. z here 
all the Faithful are included under the ſame Figure. 


Next he calls in the Prophet Iſaiab to confirm this 


Manner of Expreffion, Wherefore, alſo, it is contain'd 


. int the Scriptures, Behold, I lay in Zion a chief Corner 
Stone, 


* 


; 2 „ u hes 15-bliged/ pads 
E ihe difticiguiſhing” Character aghin, 10. you 2ubo: boo. 
2 he & precious; but unto" them whidh be dif 
dient, the Stone which the Builders diſalidwed, though: 5 
made the Head of the Corner to the Faithful, yet 
becomes i tliem that ſtum bie at the Word, no he- 
3 ber than 4 June 
u, e e this Stone. at Be broken; but”. 


_ of whore "var i 7 10 Bau. 
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| 15348 W 5 705 . "> | 
B this ime, the i ouley that might 
: | ariſe fem ide Figure, in bias the Dogrint im . 
| in Guns T; and 
in we end plainly the, fol ang ef is to: 
be this, n Manz inbis Widen); rejedts'as) 
. vile e e eee Gon}. Wy 
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| EL Agen gen of Cation: According to Man's 
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* * It cir feljgjous Bild "TARS, ene 
40 eee ee eee 17 vo 100 5034 
2M n. 1 gt treat of hint ed, in Gow's Eſteem; e 
wis Maef- Buder ef all Things 4 Who thinks 
dim Rt th be made tht Nad Corner Stone to ne 
whole Houſe of God. And hen . 
ee ee eee e eee eee e nt d oth 
IN J halb conelude all wick a Word of Advice, 


that we cee, d fac 
Go, rather than with Man. 
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"of Stumbling and Roct ef Get. * 


 bilitldiulp ene another, ſaith St. Pn. Can this! 
think over without the Divine Rid. Hel ie de Help 
of Cnnisr ? The Prophet Dane! ſpeaks.of him as a 
Stone cut out without Hands; The Prophet Zecha- 
 ridb, as of A Stone with Eyes; alle will-engrave 

tb raving there, ſaith the LQRD-of Hoſts: And 


| 
1 


_ Zine," * be: _ POD n 1 f. 


** 1 — of.oup. 8 Canter | 
according to the Jug cot, 0 . Stone re 
eee 

. n 3 hs . WE 2 YC Ys 

DJ e! a 001..<8 419.9 * 82 375 5 Al i | 
Bat, before we onder farther into this Manners it 
will be proper to premiſe: ſomething carTerning' the 
Nature of that Building from hence GT is e. 1 
cluded hy-Men ag nd Sore :of Ut ot Service... 
Now, the State of Mankind, as knit together in S8, 
ciety, whether Civil or Religious, is ſet forth under 


Seripture 7 Sauictigics as 2 
Fleck, Weir Ela iam the Hfalmiſt, and the- d 
Sheep of bis. Paſtur Hufe; ſometimes under the No . 


 a-Piece-qf:Hulliahity, 4d in the Grit es, . are 
| GO D*a een ede it theiijl b 


GOD. Building 5 and, ac 
Workmien and Lab. and $t f 

nominitions and Uſes! Now, in Lhe irate, 
- we:are>ponfidered @s Stunes and Builders bt "Be: : 
ye built up, faith St. Pater. —Build: yourſelves up, 
St. Jude, in your moſt" Half th. tnd edify or 


che Prophet 1/aiah' brings him out with, Thus ſaith 
the LORD GOD, Bebold, I lay in Zion er a Foun- 
dation, a Stone, a tried Stone, a precious Curner Stone, 


furt Foundation! ulgmunt alſo I till lay to the 


1 { 
£7 


. ap : Hear 
15 8 oh "Us, Ben 


valuable Stone: are like wife attributed to him in Scrip ; 


| he ſhall never ſhrink or fail 5 it. . Here ages E 
for, find ſure, Footing; here . Moſes. may reſt bis 


| vailing Power. , 


5 fuch a Stone as this, and allow it no "Places in Ber 


| eee 


tl 


r next heApoſile's Mind concerning Craiir's 
Oats i in this Holſe of God, that we may ſee, in the 
ſtrongeſt Light; the Folly of thoſe kay 85 would | 
do their Work without him. 7 oh 8 lifes 


k ry Tfys if 5 * - 7, a 7 0 2 


T is is the Stand, Kick St. Wire neither i is SF 
Salvation in any other: Aud St. Paul aſſerts, that 
the ws theinſelves drank of a ſpiritual Rock, and 
that Rock 'was Crs. All the chief Virtues of a 


ture; he is firm, ſo that you may ſafely truſt and le- 
curely build upon bim; 3 lay what Weight, you \ 


avy Hands till 7/rael prevail ;, here Facob,may re- 
poſe ſafely in his Solitude, and behold the Ladder 
reaches. to. the. Gate of Heaven: Truſt but 
here, and the oe 55 of Hell ſhall loſe their pre- 
Deligbt too is to be with the 

of Men, and to grow. with t them i into N ame 
d Conftitution. 


"Ha #1 7 51885 45 


Py; 5:84 10 5 +44 94 t 
* 4 12 2 that 


What Sort Ch Builders PL muſt they be who 7 


religious Edifice? It is Time now that we 
View of them and their Wiſdom together, and = 

of: their own Mouth let them be La 9 What then 
think you of Cyz1sT, ye that were his Contempora- 
Ties in 25 Fleſh? They return for. Anſwer, We will 
not have this Man to reign over us. - This Stone 
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But i it way be . Tech Were ut it the col MON 
Citizens who thus hated' and ſent this Meſſage 
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after 
bim. Let us go then, with the Prophet Ferenia, Y 
| B:z. to 


ws 1 


cee 
8 the Great Men, to ae Keil, ue may OG 
a oof. to know better th e Value a dF Fitneſs of 
hings : But we ſhall find 7 no kir er Reception here. 
4 any of the Rulers or Fler ſees. believed on him? 
| Theſe great Builders make no more Account of him 
than. the others ; th A. him; 
may de they difaliow fs oye only ky, 15 1 and w 
| accept; him for Vie i in | Tome | th 
offer him. again then., , 4 Put. .W 
bas. the Robber. No; we will accep 
Shape + The Price e Be een l, is. 
of Se, 3 and for r no other. End do we 55 any y Valu 
pon him. He Wall Dare no Part pt Lot Vin 
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in c Meter, Nats — 7 ; Mas bag Barabbas, was 


th Hational Voice 
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erdiet and Judy 


48 bait. the Vajce of ihe enray 38 


may perhaps have form'd a founder, Judgment. Lot 
Us Triquire then what For ſupreme Archited, i in ſober” 
Council, thinks of this Matter, and who tells all the 
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5 that Red i e at, all. 7 is 
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ade ws js find ith Feel th Stec) Dighce, 120 


4 0 5, Vom in Rage And ! in ir "moſt e ol 
eli boy TJadginent. at hithe the 2 bw 


bene only in Wotds,” we come rae a nery 
& more birter Natufe in u which they prove them 


ſelves to be in earneft'?* not Gn) refuſe, but . 
abuſe him, both in his Fer e rafter : They 
feſett him 9 This 15, peo, 15 | 
Winner Meng Fr ind vi, and then 
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Muldtute, IN 7, in cooler Condition, - ; 
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tg treat ths” Path 45 50 
zoner,caſt him aſide, but i Begin ta lay at him, 
that he may come as unfit for Uſe as they had' 4 
ſon ſented him. They hack and 55 they 
wy 25 they batter 55 punch him through | 
* and all to make him unfit for G0 or 
„ They dest hin as a real, and not as 'A 
Stone, 1 118 e 2 Fee 


\ ©: S 57 Stone; W Senſe, an 155 
195 aten Abuſe, and the Scorn and mah- 
den 7 that . 4 13 . 
plough' urrows on his 
Linge; when they platted the Comm of Thorns, and 
made it fit cloſe to 0 of bis 1 when 
| Graving Tool tho he bore it all with th tien de 
. of a dead Stone, yet be ſelt jt wich the quick . 
lity of a living one. Na er they leject and gepro- 
bats him in every Senſe, of the Word. They fit 
throw him Alide, and then pour all Diſgrace and Cry- 0 
elty upon bim. No Reprobate could have been worſe 
_ intrented 1 in bis Thirſt, his Prayer, his dying 
Pang, in all theſe piteous Circumſtances, with, 7 
920 of a PE air if and, ſpiteful 8 
: elf. 1 it is ſaid 772 725 27 * 
bY W ante ant Bent 1 27 Pt A oof 
and it may be, no lefs truly aid Bin d the y 
rejecteq him to pies ang Death of 2 Repro- 
2 a Death w reunto 70 5 is annex 4, to hang 
a'T 14 ach never We. him oder till they had 
W im to a Stone Grave, and, rolling another 
F * him, there they leave him. 
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that, it was in all its Parts complete; ME 
| eſteemed of Men. Let us now, as I ö 


US | % 
9 #4 * +43 4 


1 the "ſecond Place „view wm. as in Gos: > Ac. 


33 in the Eſteem of the wiſe Maſter-Bu der 
of all Things, we ſhall find the fame Stone ' judged | 


fit i for the Head of the Corner. This i is the. Lony's 
doing; and is it not marvellous in our Eyes that de 
: Stone, very great, ſhould be rolled away, and this 1e 


jected one dug up again, and placed in the moſt con- 


Arch of the whole Univerſe; of him who bath 84 


eſtabliſhed the vaulted Sky to hang or 


curely over our Heads; of him that laid the — bod 


3 
+ ſpicuqus and uſeful Part'of the whole Building ? And N 
Vet this is the Judgment and Work of that very Gop | 

Who hath ſet up the Pillars, and turned the grand 


Stone of the Earth, and it bideth; nay, of him who = 


lays the Beams of his Chambers in the Waters; that 
balances the Clouds for his Chariots, and walks upon 


the Wings of the Wind. This, I ſay, was the Work 
and Judgment of that ſupteme and mighty Architect, 


| who hangs whole Cluſters of Worlds upon what Man 
. Knows nothing of, inviſible Foundations; who be- 

Sins at the Top, and builds downward; firſt Heaven 

above, and then the Eaith beneath: 80 is a ſxilful 


Builder indeed! And let us now offer this rejected 


Stone to his Judgment for its Worth, and he will re- 
verſe Man's Decree i in every Point, and contradi& all 


that has been ſaid or done concerning it: Nay, be 
will condemn them A refuſed him, ſaith St. Peter. 


Go s Houſe can admit no other Head or Corner 


Stone; can be built on 8e other Foundation, 8 
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kv W deere Wetetbing via livedy'and expreſive"in 
this Figure, I ſhall dwell a While longer "1 n ft 5 
Now, in 2 Building, we know the Corner is the 


| Means of thi feet connecting Mercy of this bleſſed 


Point where the two Sides, which ſtand and look dif- 
ferent Ways, meet. The Walls of divers Aſpects, 

both with regard to Heaven and Earth, in the Qin 
or Corner Stone, find both Strength and Connection. 


To ſtep out of the Metaphor, and explain as we go. 


In God righteous and all- merciful Scheme of Sal- 


vation, all Nations, Few and Gentile; all Conditions, 
Bond and Free; both Sexes, Male and Female; both 


Circumſtances of Creatures, High and Low, Rich 
and Poor, Quick and Dead; nay, both Worlds, Hea- 1 
ven and Earth, meet and take hold of each other; by 


Saviour of all: His loving Arms claſp and held 
together, in Unity, the moſt diſtant Things 1 in the | 
Univerſe : All the whole Creation. may meet. and tri- „5 
umph in this Gop their Saviour. There was for- 


merly a Partition- Wall, faith St. Paul, but that is now 
broken down; ſo that there is now neither Jem nor 


Greek, neither Bond nor.Free,, neither Male nor F er 
male, but all are one in CHRIST; nay, C 15 
and Dead both live to him. | All theſe various ( 5 
binations, as in a Centre, meet i in Canter: p He is is in 4 
the Midſt of all Nature, drawing and knitting all to- ” 
gether i in the Bond of Peace i mutual Love. Fe: 


* „ ** 2 


And as Unity! is s thus — 7 5 See by the __ 


necting Office of a Corner. Stone, ſo is Order and 


ProteQion;equal]y V. well ſet forth by the remaining Part 
of the Metaphor :, He is made t. the Head or F iniſhing | 


22 


Stone of the Corner. ee ea ae] 


* 


* 


loch St. Pau} ef 


As. then, we * in him, ola be i whe © 
WFigifber of our Salvation; and 
ul n him: GOD, faith be, bath 
given him to be the Head ever all Things to the Church; 
which:is bis Body; the Fulnefs of him that filleth all in 


all. He is the Head of all Principality and Pour; 


Lend e Quick and Dead; all Power is given him both 


in Heayen and. in Earth. Nay, . all 


Things made in both; and by him, at this Hour 
cent, ox are held together ; Ears ed ng 
Faſt 27 the An 7 * Glory. 


"This Matter, 1 am ſcnfible, 28 he 888 muck 
farther with great Strength and Propriety. All the 
Scripture Similitudes-indeed carry. ſuch an Exactneſs 
with them, they ſo meet and correſpond with the true 


Nature of the Things they are ſet forth to illuftrate, 


Is there is really go Fad of the Treaſure they con- 
zin. But I chuſe to drop this Matter pare, that 
may have ſome Room, 7 


* "Under my thirg and laft Head, to Ae what has | 
been already produced; j and earneſtly to adviſe that, 


in this Matter, we be careful to give Sentence with 


Ges rather than with Man. And that we may not, 


as is but the too common Practice, endeavour to flip 


aſide with What is this to us? or, See thou to that, 
to whom it properly belongs; and fo let the Admo- 
nition paſs by, and light where it may; it will be * 5 
: 17 to fix you here with the Admonition. of this great 


ruth, viz, That all that is recorded of the Fews 
Dealings with the Meſſiah does, in its primary and 


genuine Signification, ana unto us and to our 


Children for ever. 
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| Gora of man Natures and chat e e, 


oa * 


dd give to any People 3 ih al theſe 

Points it is impoffble to conceive hom any, Thi = 

1 nid have been added: And yet, obſerve; they'rejei 
_ © © our only Saviour; be came unto 74 ron, ang lit con 


receive 4 ** net. £7 By 25 A 1 - FT) 1055 0e 85 FIT 
| 8 1 bn * 


if thin” were not ſo, their Hiſtory. a be 
worth our Reading or Obſeryation. | They are now 
no more a People, and what they did and faidwhullt 
they were, in any * * Light but this, as repreſent- 
ing the Stubbornneſs of len Nature, notwith- 
ſtanding every outward religious Advantage, appears 
either contemptible or ſhocking, unfit for e 
and i in nowiſe wore our "REED or Study. ö 


„„ » a”. SIG 4 ; = 1 
. 
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2 But in this View i tb quote is made 4 ROE | 
ing-Glaſs, wherein we may beſt diſcern ourſelves, and. 
know truly what Manner of Men we are, when de- BY, 
ſtitute of the inward Power of Godlineſs, To brin 

this general Obſervation home now to the Point b. 

fore us: Were not Mankind, by Nature, as much | 
diſpoſed at this very Day to reject CHRIS out of 2 
their Chriſtianity, (as they are pleaſed to term „ 
the Jews were to refuſe him à Place in their Religious 
Eſtabliſhment, the Relation of all this whole go AR, 
action of theirs would be nothing to our prefent Pur- 

pole; no, no more than the Story of the Sales 

at were e committed at hey Deftrution of Troy.” | 
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| Su to our Purpoſe® We are Creatures of a die 


0 8 8 Dae, 11 led en * 5 3 ly 
_ the Son of Gon; if we are not diſpoſed to fol- | 


en e e, and n 9 


. of Tal, 1 3 then all this Need is | 5 


rent Kind, and their Manners in nowiſe reſp 


But deceive not yourſelves; their Caſe and ours, wi 
| reſpect to Soul-ſaving Matters, is palpably the fame 
And were Caz1sT. to come again, bringing the ſame 
Meſſage, under the fame outward Diſparagement of 


Birth and Breeding, his Treatment, with regard to 
RejeQion, would be preciſely alike ; ſeeing the Spi- 
rit of the World i is one, even as the Spirit of Gop i is 
one; ever in direct Oppoſition. And this ſtands in 
full Proof from the Uſage his Members, his faithful 


Followers, thoſe that have been moſt like him, have 


in all Ages met with from the Chr: Mian as well as 
Jewiſh or Heathen World. Here then is the Place 
here we are to receive our Inſtruction. Do we hold 
with the Jews or with the Apoſtles ? An honeſt An- 
| ſer to this Queſtion gives us the full 9 ths Appli 
. of all that has been delivered,  , +, 
| . 
11 you 2 are 1 upon hs (Fe to. take up 
bt Croſs, with the Diſciple, and follow him, you ac- 
tually, with the Few, hang him thereon, the Place 
muſt be filled. He is by you the rejected Stone; he 
has no Place in your religious Edifice, no more than 
in that worldly Sanctuary which Man pitches and ap- 
proves, but not Gon; and in which CHRIS is not 
admitted either as Corner, Head, or Foundation. 


If his Name be but painted, and ſet up ſomewhere 
on 
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OS it were; independant of ths Bail 7 


ing, dis all che Honour he ſhall receive from He ; 4 
vo ha, - Ra Os Ly 


d with bim; to. ſuffer Shame e 
l, MAE brrpe fr willing to 
| ſhare with hith in the Contempt of the World, you 
ſhall then aſſuredly be made Partakers with him in 

the Glory that is of Gon; you are then truly bap- 
_ tized into his Death; you. are truly buried with him; 
and ſhall as truly, through the Grave and Gate of 
Dann RAO 


"Bp 


I ſhall conclude all with » Calle, wharnin.ths 

Figure, Doctrine, and Application are finely drawn 

together in theſe few Words: O, Almighty Gop, 
who haſt built thy Church upon the Foundation of 
the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jzsvs CrrisT himſelf 
being the chief Corner Stone, gran us to be joined 
together in Unity of Spirit, that we may be made an 
Holy Temple acceptable to thee, thro' Inxsus CurisT 
our Lorn; to whom, with thee =_ ome: hs you, 
* aſcribed, 197 Amen, T4 1 
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FESUS. Jaith unte her ene In 
© net get aſcended 4% my Father: Hus goto, ney Bre- 
ren, and ſay unto, them, I aſcend wpjo my Father 
ee Father Ga EY, 0 Ne b. | 
| DOS - 
: iven in Charge is - 
8 Seen ful £00 of | 

l ſuch heavenly Conſolatian und Con- 
bort, as chat it has been, nat improper- 
1 ly called Mer Hagaa/enr's.Goſpely 
or glad-Tidings of great Joy.unto all People vhm 
Cunisr is pleaſed to call Rig, Brethrens figſh givan in 
"Commiſſion. to be preached, by her: tothe: Apaſtles 
themſelves : But there is ſomething ſo ven bſeurr 
in the former Part of the Vetſe, whethen ws bonſider 
the Prohibition, Touch me nat, ox the Reaſpu.given 
for it, Zar I am not yet qſcendad. to my H abe that it 
will coſt ſome Time and Labous bafargave ganfairty. 
get over it, ſo as to come regularly ta-enjpy,the.wel- 
169008 News this her a mo | 


; % 5 i k 


> Up. Wn 587 


EIS IE, 1 : 
a 9 DIETS Dd ate Her OPEN 


The Matter of the Text 1 ur pero 


my Hand, and I ſhall ER TAS von 20:63 


X Explaining, 8 as 1. able, £ the "4 F- 
ficulty to be found in the Prohibition, Touch me 
_ not, RY r — 2 8 


Tas E 

. Way: Go tell my We 2 tomy 22 
* and your” Father, und to my GOD'S 9 ou} Jour 
GOD. ö 

ei gi nt 22 : JON 28h 0 CREED TR 
eue ohe after” be Was Wü, Boch | Mary Mag- 
dalenr in Fears, on accoutit'of the dead Body's be- 
ing remov's; and ſhe knowing not where they had 
Haid it. On his aſking her kindly why ſhe wept; and 
calling Ber by her Name; ſhe knew him, and, 
in'the Hurry of an affectiohste Joy, would have laid 
Bold upan him ; but ſhe meets with this ſevere Re- 
pulſe, Touch" me not; and that for a Reaſon altoge- 
ther as ſtrange, For I am not yet aſcended to my Father. 
What Harm had there been if he had permitted this 
Freedom ? "Whilſt he was mortal many deſired, nay 
Nrove, to touch him, and were ſo well receiv'd on 


7009" very Account, that there went Virtue" out of 
| him, 


2 . them : |. ny 41 tenched. him 
> were made perfeftly whole. She eck had been ad- 
mittelt to chis Favour; a8, when ſhe anointed his. | 

| Head and his Feet, waſh'd.them with Tears, vip d 

them win her Hair, aud kiſs d them ineeſſantly. 

| She has even now brought {ſweet Spices in | her H Hand 

to,cmbalm him; up at Break of Day to viſit a Se- | 

Ee ſtaid behind when all the reſt were, fled for . 
Fe; is drown d in Tears, and refuſes, to. be com- 

dated, even, by dhe Speech of an Angel, till the finds, 

bim >: e ſhort o6 him mſelf ſhall adminiſter Con- | 
: and now, at firſt View, and upon the 

f all: theſe ſtrong Proofs of her loving 

bid ſtand back; and that for a Res afon 

6 fac I am not yet aſcended i to my. 

Lo il to his Father, and. 

d. not from the, Grave, 


by che! "one newly; Pri from 28 Dead, 
'wh he had beſore experienced : So that the 
| even. doubles. the Diffculty. 'Thamas 
was e en by him 10 put his Fingers into the 
E Wo bis Elac, and thruſt his Hand into his 
Sie, though Faithleſs; and. hall the true-hearted and 
* Mary be denied to touch him? Nay, 
J 2 calls net only upon Thomas, but upon the Eleven; 
L © iſtes, t mem to handle him after he was tiſen. As 
he was in a State that none could hurt, ſo neither 
could he hurt any: So that it could not be his Mean- 
"I ings that 55 his Reſurrection he would not de touch - | 
ed by any, much leſs by the Perſon who even now 
"Ip 8 ſo highly, as to carry the firſt Notiee Hf 
Redemption to all Mankind. The Difheulty ſeems 


mill to grow upon us, and 1e 1 1 we look about 
ly and | oy yy, Me, ay $5 over rt 


177 * 
1 1 4 vx Ja * X 13 
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ober 
ſeems tr 


If fitted for the Reception of this + Parks Of 25 EE 


not as it ſhould be: That pure Affection b Which 
the Faithful are join d and made one with CHRIST; - 


and Carr with them, was not, at that Seaſon of oe: 
Hitty ad Sirprize, rightly Kirr'd up in het. + She", 8 


ſalutes Vim with the Freedom ſhe wad wont, Rab-' 
Bont, and made towards kim Without a due Ante ek 


the altonithing Miracle and heavenly Change wrought © 
on his Perſon. She forgets" the Gov that card for”. 
= divine Honour, and prepared only to give the Wei. 
come ol 4 loving Friend, reftor'd from D 
Compan y : 80 that here 4 
defect 25 Ligen as well as in the Sort a- 


tion 3. "which had tov much of the old Þ 4" 


Tour d more of earth] y Joy than of een: 
Miſconceit ſtarted up, With the Guth of Olds 


into boy Heart, that ſhe hat g. gin het ol Pries oh bo 


with w m the bad been fo Tatpiliar 5 hat Eanſider-. 
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allure in” | 
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Kt ay ps riſen. in. Gbr, ot that the Con vpeld "Lo . 


| pad no.] put on Tncorruption, and the 
put on Immort reality... She had gs 


not now. t to converie. "on Earth 3 7 bot bn. 


| r 7 
- 


end into Heaven, and there pre af bes | 
15 = ot of ſuch” as 1 lobe bis Ap- 
fon had no Place in hey . 
E houghts, . and his Words. import 35 much! 


but it is expedient, for- yout that I go away 11 
couch. him now muſt do it with N e ſuch 43 


Mortal hat. 


would, tow ouch me, not as if I were. upon Ae, ; 


but fl, were fill vo Ray. here below a AMON you; 8 
8 e that . 


zmeth Saints 3 3 ſuch as brings out from he Heart, 
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not Rabbini; but, with Thomas, aus LORD * my. 


GOD. And to every one who now approaches him 
with any other Kind of Senſibility belongs this Pro- 


hibition, Touch me not. The Love that brings us to 

CHRIsT has in it a ſacred Mixture of Awe and re- 
'verential Fear; not a Grain of Earth can be join d 
with the Object of an heavenly Deſire. 


St. Peter's Caſe in the Mount, was exactly the 


ſame with Marys here, and both hold forth a moſt 


excellent Leſſon of Inſtruction to all his Followers. 
Wrapt up with a Joy, partly Carnal, that they were 
all now preferr'd indeed, and that it was good for 
them to be there; he is for ſetting up his Tapes 

and going no en Lengths. VVV 


He lar not what he ſaid, the Text tells us, nor k . 
ſhe what ſhe would have done. All Nature on theſe 


Occaſions was ſtirred in ken both, and, with the 


Water of Life, caſt up the Mire and Dirt of an earth 


ly Will. Neither of theſe great Saints allowed 


4 


94 


; # 
4 8 


themſelves Leiſure to recolle& their Thoughts from 
the Confuſion a ſudden joyful Surprize had wrought 
upon them, but delivered out their Minds, without 
conſidering the Change a State of Glory made 3 in our 


= Saviour s Character on each of theſe eee, 


3 all ; our - Paſlions,. whether of 3 or $or- 5 
row, have ſomething of this unhallowed Tincture; 


5 and Nature has ſuch, an Aſcendant over all our Af- 
ſections, that nothing ſhort of the Inſpiration of the 
| Holy Spirit, as we ſay in our Prayers, can ſo cleanſe 


the Thoughts of our Hearts, as to make us perfectly - 
love and worthily magnify his holy Name. When, 
by this ws the Paions ſubſide and the Affections 

Yor. II gs . e 


— 


Tl 


are calmed, we ſhall be then meet, with Arp, to 
touch our Redeemer, (for CyrIsT is not <1 g_Y 
ous to forget her Work and Labour of Love) to fall 
don, hold him by the Feet, and worſhip him; nay, 
10 bandle with our Hands, as . bee, the | 
Ward of 2 5 


Ts am ſenſible much more wake be ſaid, THY very 

7 pertinicntly, upon this Head ; but if this be ſatisfac- 
tory, as 1 hope it is, it may be as well to drop it 
here, and purſue the Matter no farther. As it 
has been accounted a thing of much. Difficulty, it 


zs a Point of Judgment to leave it with a right Im- 


| preflion upon the Mind. I ſhall therefore only throw 
the Subſtance of what has been ſaid into a ſhort 
Paraphraſę on the Words, and proceed to freſn 


_ 5 + Es 1 


e „ . my Fa- : 
has ſignifies 5 otherwiſe than if he had ſaid more 


at large,— Hang not about me thus, for I am not 
yet going to leave you by aſcending to my Father : 
fr Sort of Affection is quite befide the Purpoſe, 


and favours too much of that earthly Conſolation 


and Joy which, I died to deftroy, and am riſen again 


to improve into a purer Affection, into a Love of a 


more Divine and Heavenly Nature: There is Work 
before vou of much higher Importance than indul- 
ging the paſſionate Sallies of human Tenderneſs ; 
conſider rather the diſaſtrous State of my poor Bre- 
 thren who. lie overwhelmed with Sorrow for Want 
of knowin + what you know: G0 thereſore, without 


wy ſpending ime jn gratifying a ſelfiſh Satisfaction at 
my corporal, Preſence, and tell them what you ſeem 155 
At preſent to * 9 for your * and to 


* 


"et. 


make then truly rejoice from Aer n 1 aſcend 


to my Father and to your Father, and to my GOD. 


and your GOD.” And ſurely a more divine and 


bleſſed Meſſage was never given in Charge to any 


Saint upon Earth. There was a Time when ſhe 
brake her Box of Ointment; and filled the whole 


_ Houſe with the Odour : But the breaking this News 


of the Reſurrection and Aſcenſion of Cunisr, fills 
the whole 2 with the TOWN DR 1 aeg un- 


Tbe bleſſed Fruits of e which Ln now . a8 1 


| purpoſed, in 


The an Place, to ee and nay Gow gran 


us a plentiful Ingathering of _o fame! 6:29 a 


The Title he here gives | Mankind, even 9900 
in a State of Glory, of his Brethren, may be eſteem- 


ed as the firſt Fruits of his Goodneſs towards us; 


4 1 
5 ©! 
& 1 
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and herein I do rejoice and will rejoice, that the Sn 


of Gop, in his Neſurrection - State, calls us, on this 
Side the Grave, bis Brethren ; conſidering how theſe 
his Brethren had lately dealt with him, is not this 
endearing Expreſſion even aſtoniſhing? This Ward 


has a Treaſure in it above all the Titles of Hondur 
the World was ever able to deviſe.  [: Benhadad 


alive, faith the King of  Jſrael," be 3s my Brother ? 
Which Word, the Text tells us, they preſently. 
catched hold of as the Harbinger of Life; Naa, thy 
Brother Benhadad is yet living. Teil my Brethren—- 


. thy Brethren! Good Lox, if thou wilt vouch- 
ſiſe to call us fo, let us lay faſt hold of this com- 


fortable Appellation! In this Title there is no Savour 


Regt INE” for any former Miſearriages ; ; no 
* e FEY  OOOE. 


of f 
4+ 


1 


l 


Mention that they fled from him, ſorſock him. 1. | 
ſwore him, in his Hour of Diſtreſs; nothing that re- 


| liſhes of Diſtance. from his exalted State: But as 
Foſeph, when at the Top of his Honour, claims 


Kindred with a Sort of needy forlorn Shepherds; fo 


\CHnRIsT, in a far more ſublime Condition, is not 


aſhamed to call thoſe. daſtardly Wretches, who were 
. yo now: en of mw ORs | 


This Word 5 A Bien in Name un. 


changed by Death. And if he roſe as Man, — \ 


Perſon in the Nature of Man may riſe too: For, as 
in Adam we all die, becauſe our Nature died in him; 
even ſoin CHRIST, riſen in our Nature, we ſhalt 


null be made alive by him, who, whilſt he was mortal, 


called us his Friends; but, clothed with Life, exalts 


the Style of his ave, and calls us his Brethren. 


And the Subſtance of the Meſſage is, for Value, ſuit- 


able to the honourable Title he beſtows on thoſe 
to whom it is diſpatched ; for here the Goſpel of 


Salvation truly begins. That he was crucified, dead, 


and buried, is of itſelf no good News; the Fews 
that did it, know and believe all this: But that he 
is riſen again, or rather that he is about to aſcend 
into Heaven, theſe are glad Tidings dead to all 
; —_ e 00 e rere in 1 1 | 


5 Mary 8 Hands the Apoſtles ors are to | 


weeks it; and whereſoever the Goſpel is preached in 


all the World, it ſhall be told for 4 Memorial of her, 
and Matter of ſilent Reproach to them, for fitting 


5 drooping at home in a Corner, when ſhe alone was 
ready at the Sepulchre to receive _ nd earlieſt FX 
5 3 „ Ps gn, SD NS 
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in keeping the Keys of Death and the Grave; but : 


ta, 


Thus to be employed, makes ample. Amends. * 
Teuch me. not; and, 4 in the very pronguncing, ſuggeſts 
a comfortable Reaſon for. the Denial; but go and 
bear the News of my Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, 3 
the two great Articles of the Chriſtian Faith,— : 
Preaching CHRIST to thoſe who have not heard theſe 
Things in his Name, is far better Employment than 
any ſtaying to touch him for our own private Satiſ- 
faction. Carrying this Report was more to the Pur- 
Poſe than if he, whom ſhe ſuppoſed. to be the Gar. 
diner, had told her where ſhe might find the Body, | 
and ſhe, 5 5 to her eo had taken it Man, ” 
Tell my Brethren Ts am . to now has more 
Good in it than any bodily Preſence, whether dead i 
or alive: That he was riſen, ſhews only that he had "2 


that he was about to aſcend is far before this ſor 
Conſolation and Salvation, as it proves. in his Poſſeſ. 
ſion the Keys of Heaven's Gates, wherewith he is 
now about to N the Nile of Foe, to all 


#9 + 


| Kite from 1 Dead is but an 3 State, 
unleſs we are ſecured from falling back into it again; 
this is but Lazarus's Riſing : But ChRIST's Riſing 
is of another Kind, ſuch as never ſtays till it grows 
up into an Aſcenſion, terminated by nothing ſhort. 
of the higheſt Heavens! Tell the News of the Re- 
ſurrection to all the World, all that die in Adam _ 
hall riſe again; but the Chriſtian, who is, by F aith, * 
become a real Member of CarsT's Body, makes 
Goſpel of it, by joining Aſcenſion thereunto; his is 


1 a Reſurrection to Life, and not to Condemnation. 0 
; 5 2 3 3 E 


838 7 


To! this Pont chen we mould bend. Fy our 
Thoughts, all our Endeavours ; far the Reſurrection 
is ſure, but the Aſcenſion is not, They ſhall tiſe 
for whom it had been better, in their own Eſteem, 
if they had never been born; who would wiſh the 
Grave would hold them its Priſcners for ever; tiay, 
who will tall for the Mountains to fall on them, and 
the Hills io cover them: And therefore tis here worth 
obferving, that Cxzrsr doth not ſo much as men- 
tion his Reſurrection, though in theſe few Words he 
twice names his Aſcenſion, as a Matter of much 
greater Concern to his Brethren: And his Reaſon 
for this was, that this Article alone would have 
ſtirred up the ſame falſe Joy in his Diſciples it had 
done in Mary: They too would have been glad of 
his Company again: It was à Conceit that ever 
troubled them: His bodily Preſence ſeems to termi- 
nate their Deſires. "They are at one Time for building : 
Tabernacles; at another they preſs him to go in and 
_ tarry with them: And if thou had/t been here, fays - 
Mary, all had been well. To wean them from this 
fond and wrong Diſpoſition, he gives them this early 
Notice that he is riſentoleave them; that his Stay with 
them upon Earth was quite out of the Compaſs of all 
he had done and fuffered; the great End of which 


| Het Genre riſes with the «Waker find, 6 7 
it were, in his Mouth, that we might not dream of 


an earthly Paradiſe, but ſet our Faces and Hearts at 
once upon getting well out of the World, wherein . 
he aſſures us we ſhall meet, for his Name's Sake, 
with nothing but Hate, nothing but Tribulation. If 
we are riſen with him, we are immediately to ſeek 
and ſet aur Aﬀettin tons on the Things that are above. | 


All © © 


[39] 
All Nature preaches this Doctrine to us. There 
is nothing riſes out of the Earth, not ſo much as 2 
2 poor Vegetable, but it keeps growing and. aſcend- 
ing upwards, till its Strength be ſpent, - and it can 
_ riſe no higher. The very Heathen ſaw this: Tho', 
ſay they, the Creature that is of the Earth, declines 


to that Earth of which it is made, and the Belly 


naturally cleaveth to the Ground from whenee it is 
nduriſhed, yet the Soul that has another Parentage, 
and other Kind of Subfiſtence, ſnould not hang after 
the Duſt. Tho? our Bodies are made of the Earth, 
out Minds were not made of it, nor for it e That 
the Divine Breath was not put in theſe Houſes of 
Clay, to lower and draw it don to baſe and ſlug- 
giſh Nature; but rather that the Soul, by this Union, 
. nen eee 
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Speculation; he ſhews how all this is to be execu- | 


| ted, become dead; dead indeed unto: Sin and; from 


this Death; riſe now to a Life of Righteouſrieſs.— . 
This is to be our firſt Reſurrection; and if CurIsrT, 
Heart and Mind, thither aſcend whitliet he is gone; 
for where bur Treaſure is there will our Heart be 
_ alſo + This is out firſt Aſcenſion. - And the ſecond, 
by Goy's Grace, in nete be e . _ 
OE" follow. 5d ak 1 


0 bf tht Bs 0 Gesest ü * 


Ilia; let us confider another bleſſed Circumftancs 
in this Meſſuge; to whom it is he aſcends; it is 

to bis Father amd to our Father, to his G G D und 
5 IF yo lea en 36 tld rejoices: 


cauſe 


— 


| Nw we not only riſe. from. " Grave, with all ; 


[ 46 3 SY 
an 1 fait, I go to "my Father.” For'the Love of 
Onnisr we may rejoice, that he gets back from 
a wicked World, that had treated him fo inhuman- 


Iy, to the happy State from whence he came; but 
this is no ſuch welcome News, if he only ge uf, b 


n _ us — er 5 going nee 


Were this the Caſe, his. calling us Biethifen 1 is, 
lot all e Virtue; and may mean that we are falſe 
Brethren, whoſe Company he is glad to quit: But 
the Joy of theſe Tidings becomes full, when he 
tells us he goes to our Father as well as his Father, 


and ie our GOD, as well as his GOD. If he go 


to him thus, becauſe he is our Father, then may we 
hope to come after him by the fame Way; to the 
ſame Place, and for the ſame Reaſon. Our Father's 
Houſe is Heaven, wherein the Children ;are no 
Strangers or foreign Servants, but the oo _ 


g nee rr ee e 


e eee Abd no | otherwiſe af. 
felted to us, than as a Father to a Child, well-diC- 
poſed, willing and ready to receive us. CHRIST | 
the beloved Son, in whom he is ever well pleaſed, 
has, through his Prayer, obtained, that where be is, 
there wie may be alſo: And indeed all he has done 


s to open a Way and fit us to follow him. If we 


can but cry, Abba, Father, through his Spirit that 


dwelleth in us, our Prayers are heard here, and our 


Perſons will be received when we go hence. If at 
any Time we repent, and ſay with the Son in the 
Goſpel, I will ariſe and go o my Father, he is, with 


open Arms, ready to receive us to Grace now, and 


to Glory hereafter. By Means of CHRIST's Reſur- 
the 


— 


the Heavenly Places. 


5 FFV 
Houſes acl Mane 40-9 Vaal} its: him ſot ever, 


| made n. 6 
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| There fometding 8 our Hors nels ad- | | 


ac the Term Father, that of GOD. Father 
is a Name of much Good - will; but many a good 


Father wants the Means to make his Children hap- 
py; but if this our Father be our Gop too, then 
all the Riches of Eternity may, thro Hope, be in- 
herited by all ſuch who are thus made Heirs f 

von and n __ CHRIS 


Ae entitle. 


: But indeed I can ſee no Satisfaction in the Sight, 


unleſs he be ſhewn, as Cyr1sT here declares him, 
not to be the Father only, but our Father, nay, our 
Gop. And truly CuxIs r can call him his Gop, no 


© otherwiſe than as he is ours; for as CHRIST, ab- 5 


ſtracted from his Humanity, is Gop himſelf, he 


cannot properly call him his Gop, tho' he may call 


him his Father; but having, for Redemption Sake, 
taken on him our Nature, and become the Son 
of Man, he becomes then both his Gop and Fa- 
ther; _ yu this i are nit 3 his and 

ours. | | 8 . 


iS * 


Bled FIR be. the GOD. . . 5 aur | 
LORD ES CHRI87, who hath called un $ 
with this Heavenly Calling, and made us hereby 
meet, both to aſcend and to fit down with CyrIsT in 


the atth; 


1 


i „ Wan 
Heesen, it tee 65" the deten Purer of 


; Was ne born; for this Caſe came he into the World; 
it was to enable us to cry, Abba, Father; that he 


ſubmitted to cry out on the Croſs, My GOD, my 


60D; ii in our Natute that he fays, 7 go to my 
Father, for th his bwit he is ever With hifi; it is in 


dur Natitte he fays, Fathe# forgive} it is tf 6tir Na- 


ute Be fays; Hits" thy Hand I cn ty Spirit. 


By whöthſbevet theſe Things are tightly a f ; 


, eo them ie i geg to Ktiohy the deepeſt Myſteries 


| of the Ringdom of Heavefi. 
; 8 Ne grant us not only 8 but that better 


Gin of Chatity, that we, putting away the Leaven 


_ of Malice and Wickedneſs, may be atnifeted note 
to touch and be touched by thy Son, as an Earneſt 


| that we ſhall hereafter have the Fruition of thy glo- 


rious Godhead, through the fame Jtsvs Cunts 


our Lox B; to whom, with thee _ mn Holy Spirit 


be aſcribed, 285 _—_ 


EL, 


Sg i 


er Erfand He had net; for this End 
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— by the 8 from on. « hich bath vile 
E fs e Wer to n that _ in ND | 


| Kom on high, who comes into the 
0 Won to give it Light, and deliver it 
from that Chain of Darkneſs under 
which it had been ſo long held. This 


8m not. only the moſt plain and obvious Senſe. of the 
Text, but the Purport alſo of the whole Paſſage from 
whence I have detached it; which is a prophetical 


Hymn uttered by Zacharias at the Circumciſion. of 
his Son John the Baptiſt, the Forerunner of the long- 
expected Delivezer of Mankind, the Meffiah.. And 
herein we have ſet forth: to us the great Goodneſs and 
Veracity of the Almighty, in ſending his Son into 
the World, according to the ſeveral expreſs Promifes 
he had made to the Fathers of ſuch a mighty Deliverer. 


And here we may obſerve how the Prophet ſpeaks of 


the Maſſias, as if he were already come, according to 
the uſual Style of the * Spirit; to whom all 
Things, 


7% 44 'E . 
Things, whether paſt or to come, with regard to our » 
Account, ate always preſent j and agreeable to the = 
ö Faith and Confidence of a true ſincere Believer, 
Who makes as ſure of hat Gon bas declared fall 
be, as if it were actually brought to paſs. The Sun 


5 | 2 Nighteguſneſs had not as yet appeared to the 


hie tbe Eye of Faith beheld him, and fe- 
Joiced at the dawning Brightneſs of his Riſing. GD 
hath vifited and. redeemed his People, ſaith the Pro- 
phet; that is, he certainly will ſhortly ; that is ſuffi- 
cient for him, and therefore the Thing is by him con- 
ſidered as already done: And the many and great 
Bleflings that are hence derived to Mankind, are the 
Subje& of his inſpired Song; The Particulars of 


which I ſhall not here enumerate, but leave them to . 


every Man's own Obſervation and Meditation, as 
they lie before him in the ordinary Service of our 
Church; with this Hint only ſubjoined, That the 
Author of it, though a Ferw, ſeems to have had more 
ſublime Nytions of Chriſtianity than many modern 5 
Chriſtians can comprehend, though put into their 
Mouths.” Nor ſhall I pretend, in like Strains, to en- 
large upon this glorious Theme; but, ſetting aſide all 
the Flouriſh of human Rhetoric, and the many noble 
_ Eulogies we find in Scripture on this n 6 Iſhall 
endeavour, with all poſfible Plainneſs of Speech, to 
lay before you one great Benefit which every honeſt 
and unprejudiced Hearer muſt acknowledge Man- 


kind has received by the Coming of our Saviour 


amongſt us; and which is in à particular Manner 
pointed out in the Words of the Text— I hereby the 
Day-ſpring from on bigh hath viſited us, to give Light 
to them that fit in Darkneſs : For the Light of the 
Knowledge of the one only true Gop was not made 
Fe unto o Men till it ſhone forth 1 in the F ace of 
708 N 


otherwiſe 'rightly apprehended : For whoſoeever,, ſaith 
St. John, denieth the Son, the ſame hath not "the - 
Father; but he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the ' 
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Ixsus ChRIsT. at he be, at this Day, any 


Father alſo. This is a Meſſage we have received 


from him, who alone ſhe ws us plainly of the Father; 8 


nor is there an ny coming unto Gop, or. wa true | 
Knowledge of him, but by 9 a | 8 TH 
And this Doctrine 1 mall 3 ha 9 8 de- 
fend, upon the Account of its having been moſt con- 
temptuouſly handled by a late Author, who makes ĩt a 
Kind of Rule to ſpeak Evil of all he underſtands not, 


and which indeed gives him a very great Latitude ; | 


for railing againſt the Goſpel Revelation. I ſhall do 


” my Endeavour to deliver this particular Doctrine 


however, That CazisT has brought to Light the 
Knowledge of the one only true Gon, from his cruel 
and pernicious Gloſſes, and reſtore it to that Degree 
of comfortable Credit it has ever borne among Chri- 


ſtians, and which indeed it deſerves before the Face 


of all People: For all that know not Gon in Cunisr, 


3 

1 
* 

F 4 


A 
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| know him rather as an Avenger an as he is, in him, 


an almighty and moſt merciful Gon and Saviour: So 


that Chriſtianity, viewed only in this Light, will ſtop 
Men's Mouths from ſaying, as they are but too apt, 


That our Holy Religion is calculated only for wild 


Enthuſiaſts; and that Chriſtianity is made up of hard _ 


and high Words, extravagant Notions, Myſtery, 


Dream, and fond Conceit : But that it ſpeaks forth —_ 
the Words of Truth and Soberneſs, being every way | 
- worthy of the Wiſdom of God, the Author it pre- 
'tends to be derived from; and at the ſame Time 


worthy to be embraced by all thoſe to whom it re- 


ee W ; that 0 to every Creature under 
| —_ 


- 4M 


= voderſtand wi with his Heart z and others, who dither 


Heaven, who bears the Face and the Heart of a Man. 
Chriſtians can reaſon, though they do not pretend to 


ſave their Souls alive by it, or argue themſelves into 


that State of Salvation, which muſt be the Free Gift 
of Gop in CnRISsTH Jesvs. What Power indeed, 
| ſhort of that which created him, can fit and finiſh a 
poor wretched HISTONE: upon RR for an Fm | 


Life i in Heaven 15 


Now, i in the rational Conduct of this Matter, I 


. ſhall not inſiſt on any Point that has been contro- 


verted amongſt Believers, or that depends on the Pre- 


_  judices of Education, or the Prepoſſeſſions of this or 
tat particular Perſuaſion ; but ſhall advance only that 
which may appeal to bare Senſe and Experience, and 


what requires and ſuppoſes a looſe Kind of Belief of 


ſome Supreme Being, together with a juſt, Notion 
of the Nature 18 Condition of Mankind. 


„ bis: 3 tae the World received, from the Co- 


ming of CHRIsT into it, this great Benefit, That it 


was by him inſtructed rightly in the Truths of the 


Divine Nature. The Son, who 15 in N 3 8 of 


3 the Father, alone declares Dow. 5 


1; thoug gh the outward Walks of ”"_ 1 


ä 2 8 do in every Portion of them ſuffi- 


ciently evidence a Deity, yet Mankind made fo little 
Uſe. of their Reaſon in ſearching them out, that they .. 


ſaw him not; where even, by the Impreſſions of him- 


ſelf, he was eaſy to be found. "Senſe and Luft blind- 


ed the Mind of ſome, juſt in the Manner it does at 
this Day ; for, prejudiced by their Influence, Man 


can neither ſee with his Eyes, hear with his Ears, or 


be- 
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might be, ſuperiar unknown Beings ; yet, thro! care» 
leſs Inadvertency, or rather thro' fearful Apprehen - 
ſions, gave themſelves up into the Hands of theirire- 
ſpeRtive Prieſts, to fill their Heads with falls Notians. 
of the Deity, and their Worſhip of him with faqliſh 
| Rites and ridiculous Ceremonies : And all, under a 
Notion of appeaſing his Wrath and bringing him to 
Temper, with ſuch filly Stuff as would have provoked 
the Indignation of an honeſt Man, Thus what, 
Dread ar Craft once began, Nevotign ſpon made ſa- 
_ cred, and Religion immutable. Religion and Googd- 
neſs thus hecame quite diſtin Things, and ths War- 
ſhip of their Gods utterly ſeparated fram Rolineſs of 


In this State of Darkneſs and Ignarance of the true 
Gop Vice and Superſtition held the World: Nor 
cauld any Amendment here be hoped for from Rea- 
ſan; for that, ſpeak as plain as it would, gould not 
be heard, its Voice was drowned in the Noile of a 
ſtronger Intereſt ; nay, it was gane over ta the Side 
of Luſt, which, when the Heart is once corrupted, it 
is altogether as willing ta maintain, and was indeed 
| judged to have nothing elſe to do in the Cafe: 80 
that in the Croud of wrong Notians, invented Rites, 
cunning Indulgences of every human Foible and Fol- 
ly, together with political Views, admitting into Re- 
 ligion every Thing that was likely to render Mankind 
tame and eaſily governed, they had dropp d the.No+ 
tion of Godlineſs out of it, and almoſt loſt the Sight 
of the one only true Gon and Saviour out. of .the | 
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The Rational and nn Mankind, tis 
true, when they ſought after him, found the one ſu- 
ie inviſible Gop; as indeed he is ever near at 

hand to find by all thoſe that diligently ſeek him, and 


that without Reſpect to Perſon, Time, Place, or 


Party; but if ſuch acknowledged him and worſhipped I 
him, it was ſecretly and in their own Hearts; they | 


kept this Truth lock'd up, as it were, in their own 


Breafts, as a Secret; nor ever durſt venture it among 
the People, who reliſhed a Religion and Doctrines of 
a lower Order much better; much leſs amongſt the 


Prieſts, thoſe wary Guardians of their own profitable 


Inventions, to whom, as the Prophet ſpeaks, every 


one Who was truly and * righteous made him- 


| {elf a Frey. 


So that Reaſon ſpeaking ever ſo Healy? to the Wiſe 


and Virtuous, and that becauſe they were wiſe and 
virtuous, and not becauſe they were Reaſoners, yet ne- 


ver had Authority enough to prevail with the Multi- 
tude in Oppoſition to a more agreeable Eſtabliſhment ; 


or to perſuade the Societies of Men that there was 
© but one Gop, who alone was to be owned and wor- 


_ © thipped, becauſe he is the real Father of the Spirits 


of all Fleſh; and that a Conformity of his Creatures 


t his Nau in their Lives, was the only poſſible | 


Way of our recommending ourſelves to his Favour. 


'The Belief and Worſhip of the one true Gop, was 


the National Religion of the 1/-aelites alone, and we 


know it was introduced and ſupported among that 


| People by a Revelation from Heaven. They were 


in Goſhen, and had Light, while the reſt of Mankind 


were in almoſt Egyptian Darkneſs, withqut Gon in 
the World. And what Oe they mac 


of this Light, 
x md 
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d yet We. 
find but one Socrates amongſt them, who 191 24505 | 
en and bn Ok, eſpiſe their Polytheiſ 
ſpicable.O Opinion of ep 


now how 5 ey, 1 {jy 8 tor his; 88 
They, put bim den E 


ſame. Preten what we will to an Eſteem 155 5 a 2 
lency, the World loves D rkneſs rather than, ight, 
* muſt do, fo as long as OE Deeds are evil. A 

St. John gi\ gives us the t true Ground and Reaſon; of i ſuch 
a Preference; 3 They hate the 2 and * A oe 
near it, MO or Bees ſho: e reproved. apy e- 


80 that N dever A and pies few mito 
the beret jv the wy nt Bags thought o of the Be- 
ing and Nature of the one Gop, they were Jain," i - 
their outward Profeſſions and rorthip Þ»: to ſwim w ® 
the Stream, and keep to the Religion eſtabli med 11 
Law: And what wr was, and how it diſpoled.t | 
Minds of theſe knowing and quick-ſighted Fara i 
St. Paul tells us in his excellent Diſcourſe. | | 
thom ; and which, b y the Way . io poor "an 
45 t6 come olf wry LE neverthe bf, and the 1 
: fion of Dionyſus, and a ' certain Woman; named De 
| marit, anda 2 others with chem. _ What Propor- 
ion dbes this bear to Peter's Succeſs, —_ ith A r 
els argumentative Diſcontſe to an unletter'd* Aber. 
4 ence, brrept of three. hou Fol Af 
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25 it ſtands in the 170 of 7 

y to — A en | 
A N ral Reaſon, . 

ing, When unaſfifted, by the 

4 | rather to keep the find back , than b. to prota . 

he Work oe Gelen then '* 3 
"9009185 _ f | 1280 m6 nde 500 11 Fat 
Be Hep of Athens, 55 he, 7 7 pits 25 oj all 
: Things ye Je « are too Heede. For as 174 
bebeld. your * Devotions, I found an Altar 55 45 Fe 75 

Joiption,. 10 TE UNK NOW GO 

| therefore 0 ignerantly worſhip, "Him diclars 1 Tt 
you, , D that 7 made the World, an d all Things ir 
therein, ſeeing that 3 1 is Lord of Hdd and Eart 
ivelleth nat in Temples made with Hands ; neither is 
Wor ſhipped with Men's "Hands, as though be needed a any 
Thing, ſeting be groeth to all Life, and Breath, and 
all Things ; ; and hath made of one Blood all Nations of 

Meat; and bath determined the Times before appoint- 

74. a the Bounds of | their Habitations, _ that "they 
mig bt ſeek the LORD, Tf baply they might feel ; after | 

boo. ad fin d im; 2 5 1 be be for” om 

dne of 1 ain s % EA EIS 


q "wor d os * 

"Boing... 5 55. 881 up be Adab 0 bn 

: fene, . "that be RO Aihenjans,, We 

ey and. the | reſt of the World. Were given up to 
uperſfition; and F whatever Light there was in 

e of the reation, a and Providence, to lead 
in to "the, true Go, yet del few of t them | 1 | 

Limbs be an y Relation. of theirs. dt He Was. ind 

CWery way near them, as indeed he muſt be to all Be- 

ing, or it would inflantly annihilate ; yet they were 
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but as People ſearching for ſomething i in the ' Dark, 
and never could come to à right Underſtanding of 
him; but thought the Godhead like Gold, or bid 
or _— on by Art and: Man' $ ap ag? | 
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e it is o e that 3 or ci n 
him as he is: In the Knowledge of Gon ſtands our 
Eternal Life, and this Life is in his Son.” - He that” 
hath the Sen of GOD hath Life, and he that hath not 
the Son of GOD hath not Life. All was derived 
from him, and without him was not any Thing mad, 
that was made; and when this Knowledge is rightly 
manifeſted-in the Creature, it thenceforth becomes 
fit; or, more properly e One? IO 1800 
n n [543 A 592] x; 

Saad in/ / this 28 of ; Datkbeſs' and; ber, 
with Reference to the Truth of Gon, our Saviour - 
at his Coming found the World: Bating a Capacity 
to be made wiſer, little above the Beaſts that are ſaid” 
to have na Underſtanding, 7. e. of Divine Things; ; 
for Underſtanding they: doubtleſs have, (ſuitable to 
their periſhing Nature. But the clear Revelation he 
brought with him, when the Word was made Fleſh - 
and dwelt amongſt us, has diſſipated this Darkneſs,* 
and made the one ĩnviſible and true Gon felt and 
intimately known to all thoſe that receive him; and 
that with ſuch Evidence and Power, as that neither: - 
the World or the Luſts of it have been able to reſiſt 
it. There is indeed a lowet Degree of Knowledge, 
which. Cun Ist bas opened in the World:by his Ap-. 
pearance in it; for wherever the Preaching of the 
Goſpel has:come; it has, by its outward? Light, di- 


ſpelled all * een in and 
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And in effect we ſee that, Gao our Saviour's "a | 
ming, the Belief of one Gon has ſpread. itſelf where- 
ever js Name has been but named: For to the Light 
which the brought into the World, we may 
aſeribe even the Owning and Profeſſion of one Gop, 
which; the AMabometans have derived and borrowed 

from it. This Light the World needed, as a Prelimi- 
nerp to a deeper Underſtanding, and this Light it re- 
ceived from him That there is but one Gop, and 
be eternal and inviſible; not like to e ge t 8 
an to be repreſented by them. 3 


ee 
Patriarehs and Moſes did not teach this, and why that 
was not ſufficient? The Anſwer is obvious; That, 
however clearly revealed to them, yet this Revelation 
was ſhut up in a little Corner of the World; amongſt 
a People, by that very Law they received with it, ex- 
cluded from a —— and nnn. with. 
aof Mankiad. . 3 61 


This Gentile World: in our 1 ind 
' ſeveral Ages before, could have no Atteſtation of that 
mandlous Appearance/of Gon among them; upon 
which the Hebrews built their Faith, but from them- 
ſelves; à People not known to the / greateſt Part of 
Mankind; contemn d and thought: vilely of by thoſe 
fit and unable to propagate the Knowledge of Gop, 
the Nations of the Earth, by the Credit of that 
_— rer ce, e eee 
. i 0 1 1894 
— a in Roth pear 0 as 
I and did not confine his qv 
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tage to the Land of c or the wenige 
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He diſperſe his divine \DoRrines' tothe 8 
- gathered from all Quarters; and, after his Refurrec- 
tion, commiſſioned his Apoſties' to bear his Name to 
the uttermoſt Parts of the Earth: Bearing ſtil <on- 
tant Teſtimony to the Word of his Grace py Signs 
following, that the bittereſt Enemies of Chriſtianity 
Rood wondering at their Power. Juliam hitiſelf, 
who wanted not Skill or Ability to inquire into the 
Truth, nor would have failed to proclaim and expoſe 
it, had he detected any Falſhood in what Had been 
publiſhed of Cuz1sT and his Followers; yet we kind 
this mighty and accompliſhed Emperor borne down in 
his own Dominions by the ſuperior Force gf Truth. 
He durſt not deny the e e of 

Mankind; which being granted "ruth of dür Sa- 
viour's Doctrine and Miffion "unavoidably follows, „ 
notwithſtanding all the artful Suggeſtion Mis Wi 


could invert, or Malice could rang to the aeg 


Thus did * World bes” this great 1 phe 
when fitting in a State of Dirknefs, from the Day-" 
fpring from' on high having viſited them, at they 
were inſtructed by it not only in right * Der 
Divine Nature, * that Gop was their migh 
| liverer, their only Saviour and ae 55 
deed the farmer e the latr 
deen fadly deficient, as I ſhall now, by way of Ky 


_ plication, and for a > Coneluion of the whole, endea- 
vour to make appear. | 
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e that of Ingratitude; but, when it 
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perfect Day, ſwallows up the 


Bop of Hrati, whereby, thi 
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points-at his Maker, it becomes' very deſperate. The 


Enemies of the Goſpel, all of them, come under this 
Character in its moſt aggravating Circumſtances z 
who not only refuſe what is freely offered as Grace 

and:Favour, but, for fear af being beholden. to the 
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by. Reaſon, without it. i They may ſay ſo z but, in 
Fact, they did nat hit upon theſe Truths they think 


diſcoverable by Reaſon, till they were revealed; and 
nom, to aſſert it, is little wiſer or more modeſt than 
1 fay, Now we are told it, we could haye thought 
on 't ourſelves: But, had it been ſo, what Good would 
puffing Knowledge have done them, without the con- 
yerting Grace of God to direct it to profit? No 


Knowledge of the Head, however obtained, can gre- 
ate an Hunger and Thirſt after Rig „, or pro- 


cure an Appetite fos the Bread of Life, any more than 


it can Fed us 2 Stomach. to reliſh, and digeſt our 
God is to be known as a working 


Powe, ſubduing all Things unto himſelf; Kd to be 


adored with that Sort of Love and Fear that gbgdi 
8 ; Chil: «ts bear to ch ; 5 Ai beſt of Fa poder in vis W! 
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that Light which ſkyaeth in 1 zungompre- 
| hended of it; but the tra 14450 at 959 5 
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does the Night, an ſheds its leſſings wh OY 
it viſits from on high. And lefled be the Lonp 
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end weighty: Matter here in Agitation. 
Heaven, we may be ſure, dues not 
open on any x light Qccaſionz-and-when 
4 docs, has not always ſuch mighty Perfonages to 
-ifclols; . we have here wianifeſted\before us 5 no 
Jeſs than the whole Frinfey of Gov in their Rela- 
tionfhips"and feveral Work together for the Sal- 
-vatich f Man: The Sch in the Witer, baptizing 
with the reſt of the People; the Holy Gheſt in the 
Shape of a Dove deſcending upon him, to com lete 
ant Office; and che Father, in that Voice 
"fronts open Htz en, Tben irt my beloved bös, in 
le PLA 42 2 ſed. Ie was never Io Teen befure 
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whole Bible. Au the Old | 
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= peaking ths B we L Ke fame Ste and tre- 


and Natur l 


dre Cant, ate Pee B ghade, quite iy 
tures from w 20 were before in fallen, ature. 


© "Heavens and; the Earth z and. this, ſecond, 
Regeneration or ſpiritual: Birth of thene';- 1 
oe ate born again of that. incarruptible Seed, that 
makes us truly to become the Sons of G 
better had it; been for us neyer to have 
- at”all; than not to: be ſpiritually born again ; for 


OG to the fold wing Method, ö 


kette T 


mendous Aſſemblage, jointly and ſeparately meeting, 
to baptize the ruined World afreſh, into the Name 
F atheh, Son, And Holy Gheft. Here 
the Faces of the two Cherubims are ſet one over 
againſt the other, ſignifying a mutual Connection, 


and cloſe Correſpondence between theſe two grand 
Operations of wy Tri-une Gop, the Creation and 


1 \ 


for the 


peo nd 
born 


- otherwiſe nothing but the, Wrath of fallen Nature 


abidetin on us. H 2d: ; olqoo4 400 to fei 50% diivy 
v2olatnod oz od Orders e 3 9 of, £ do Squiic 
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ful. Freseeding- Foy NOW, with eee to 
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the preſent Occaſion, be more cloſely + re 
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lh, Of de Baptiſm of CaRIgT in eue For 
Ver e eee l 20 5 
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his Prayer on the-Occafion,.which open'd 
moth ee brought down the Holy Spirit Ya 
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Aud, fir 5 For che a lin of Cantor.” e 
2 And, PRAC 3 04” DA 7 RR 1 340-5. 
nas Go fe n all the Peoplt e Were baptized, Jisps 
a e with them. Why the People ſhould 
1 baptized, is eaſily conceived ; Na how it ſhould 
Foe. to pals that CHRIST ſhould be baptized with 
mi is not t ſo readily ungerſtood, They came con- 
Feng cher their Wwe pol needed the Baptiſm of Repen- 
tance, Which wa s ſtrictly John's. They bad Wal- 
jowed in Sin, Land wanted Water-Wafhing g ; Hay, 
their Righteouſneſs was but as filthy Rags, and did 
: jou 9 5 every ſuch Kind of . 2858 as 
_ their: Unrighit uſneſs did. pe wg „ 
 Hitjotin FAT VERO: 14 IG 4 thor? 
But What has he to do w Walking obo Heß | 
ns Vndleanefs? What has he to do with Repenti 
who kn no Sin This Thought troubled Jude 
| Kiinfelf? T hav nel, aich he, 10 pn baptiztd's of thee, 
and comeſt thiu to me Was it, think we! to wer, 
us an Example of deep Humility {as when he Wand 
his Diſciples Feet; ſubmitted to sene d 
took on Him the Brand of à Malefactor ? He receives 
it too k che Hand-of an Infertor, who, by hib"6wWh 
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Confeſſidn was not worthy to ſtoop down and'lbſe 
tze Latehet of his Shoe, and with 78 reſt of the 
46? da o eu ü Porn Yin People, 

| | w9 | 
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great Bundle, and we oli willicighy reſt the 
Matter here ; but that he himſelf gives it quite ano- 
ther Turn: For when Julu, in point of Courteſy, 
Erupled to adminiſter it to him, be cuts bis Dilidence- 
ons eee 
us to fulfil all Righteauſneſe.. He makes it, we fee, 
a Matter of Juftice, which muſt by him be ſatisfied 
in every, the minuteſt, Point. For Cur is here 
ta be conlidered as our Repreſentative, and as acting 
in our Place and Stead :* In his Divine Character 


he is the only Begotten, and bas no Brother; but, 


YL . n, be Je NM. ROM: 


Wah away Sin in 0% he Wagd of ule nd 


e e 


| mz PY the G are 
rs of Fleb = Bleed, be likewiſe "took. on 
Wig or ers that in all Things be, ; might be 
1 ”Y: ſo he ah in 
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Jordan, or all the Water 2 en 


Coma hav _ no ſuch Pollhiticy, how ſhould this 
and {piritlels Element work any ſuch Change ? To 


dee. Spots out of the — — — 
Ti 


their deep-dyed Crimſon or Scarlet Hue, is no mere 
Wort; nor can any Thing, borrowed from 
the Earth, or carthly Fuller put into it to,quicken its 
natural eſs, ever help it ſo as to ſcour 2way 


— — of 0 neither Nitra nor Soap, 


ak ere was therefore an- 
| 1 


as as Prophet 


Notary, which CHRisT tells us he was to 
be 
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be baptiped./withall; {even from: that Fountain that 
wet ene to.the Houſe of Urael for Sin and. fer Li- 
cleanneſs;, and without a Mixture of which there can 
| be no Remiflion of Sins. This comes nat by Water 
only, but by Water and Bleed; and of this the 
Croſa is the Sign, and the Death of CRI upon 
it, the Subſtance; — Ar 1a A 
, e. ö atm A 
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Mer bes dis Office of John was. fulfilled, 
CunNT: jnipadipaly Degas: prep. hich. opened 
Heaven, and brought down the Holy ee n 
Shoppiab.a Ne n dim hieb was ©: A 
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The ſecond Particular. eee 
n 15 


Want ever hegots Prayer, od Me 
Senſe of it we never pray to Purpoſe. Noi the 
| chief Pant of Baptiſm, ipdeed, was ftill-behind and 

ef which the Man Carggr |Jesus was: 

truly ſenſible; the Spirit muſt follow the Water, 
and chen Witneſs or ſet to his Seal, a8 the Apefe 
ſtrongly expreſſes it. There muſt be the Image f 
the whole Trinity beneath, for St. Jabs tells us, 1. 
Spirit, ibo Muter, and'the Blood agree in in, to un- 
ſwe the three Perſons! oſ the Godhead ubere that? 
ate one, the Father, the Word, and che Holy Ghoſt.” 
Fheie three ſeveral Baptiſms, Cuzisr; in the Na- 
ture and Perſon of Man, prays for 3 and goes this? 
. 3. 5 e 0 
iin Baabe „ eee enen "$YoO08 bits Ay. 3\ 3 1 

40 tliersis another Ciroumeifion belides:thitt unde 
wich Hands; "id is there another Baptiſm befides> | 
that made wich material — even chat of the? 


of : Spirit; 
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Spirit; and for this CMR here prays. b. bre, 

Heaven was ſhut up, no Dove appears, no Voice 
from Heaven is heard; but ſtraightway upon se 
as if they had waited the laſt Word of his Prayer, 


all of them follow immediately. If Ears Prayer 


could open or ſhut Heaben, ſo as to reſtrain or bring 
down Rain, the Prayer ef CHRIS enters beyond the 


Clouds, into the Heaven of Heavens, and ſetches 


down thence the Waters that are above the Firma 
ment, even the Heavenly Grabes of the Holy. Spirit 
of Gon: And he no freel gives out of the ſame 
to all that will but aſk ĩt of him. I uiy Mun thir/?, 
let him come unto me; and: Iwill give him o 
of Life. This ſpeaks he of the Spirit, which they 
that belzere on him ſhouſd|reveive;"-" L hn T 
aides mmball 30gir 1 
| Out of "IE thus opened, by the Prayer of the 
Son; ſomething is both Heard and ſeen. A Voice 
from Heaven, and the Appearance of a Dove; in one, 
the Teſtimony of the Father, and under the otlier the” 
Similitude bf the Holy Ghoſt; this ſignifying, that 
by the fame Perſon CnAISY was conceived in the 
 Flaſby Alb Chriſtians: muſto be begotten tõ Newneſs 
H Liſezt That the Authoreanll Giver of a temporat 
Life to the firſt Creation might be ſhewn to be alſo the 
Author and Giver of the true Liſe in a 
to an eternal one, whereynto this preſent: Life is but 
a Paſſige, and no otherwiſe rightly to be acο“nted 
of. The Holy Ghoſt comes down in his proper 


and peculiar Sign of a Dove; fot otherwiſe che ̊pirit 
of Gop neither goes up not down; it is euery whete, - 
beneath and above, pervading, and indeed filling, 
all Tbingr: Andi it thus came nen and abode up- 
on im not: to confer any Thing, for befaid this 

we ale told he had — but: 
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Ba tiſm, - had Power to jc oin "the Fa: 
make it e ever Aer This tis e een 
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being t6bear weft to ny and all Make ind, tha 


this was he that was to come, and that we might 1 not 
look fe or. for. another. It was v9; 5 that i it 
te 
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ſhould be thus openly be viibly 3:7 AS; indeed. 


it Was Yromiſe d.; — Tk new. 7 not, faith, John, 
but. be ! bat e ſont me, 'to baptize "with Mater, the r ſame. 
ſaid u unto me, "Upon whom theu., ſhalt fee. the iris de 

ſeending, _ abiding, on . e ſame is * « which. 
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were, Dy execute. his bleſſed, Purpoſes. , And the. 
Dove, of all others, are here cho G to, 


ſet forth. X us, pot only the Swiftneſs of his Opera- 
tions * here thus repreſented, but many other 
valu 1able Particulars to be found in his Nature and 
Oe which it will be e 


to inſpe 
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4 3 . we find mentioned. i in, Scripture 
as..that of "Neath! 2 with. the Olive - Branch in her 
20 Tie Emblem of Peace, which is the F irſt · fruits „ 7 
Spirit, aſter the Deluge which was the Bap- 1 
5 4 4 the W. ld, and which ſayed it then ftom 1 
_ that, aa Fire, to Which, in the End, it ſtands 
now 3 re d z the firſt e bens * 
1 Was Wa Hari N 
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25 thele : are ti trus and certain Marks of thoſs uon 
whom it lights, or any how influences, as is that 
of our Saviour s, innocent and harmleſs; harmleſs as. as 
Doves: And upon the Dove-like, who ns can give 
him an hearty and fincere Welcome, he never fails to 

come to confirm, ſtrengthen, and ſettls them in theſe | 
Divine and Heavenly Tempers. The Holy Ghoſt a 
Dove, and CHRIS a Lamb, like natured both, ſhall 
ſutely meet und fafely dwell together; and in like 
Manner with all thoſe whom a friendly and benign 
Diſpoſition diſtinguiſhes * Upon whom Batt my & irie | 
reſt? ſaith God in the Prophet, and he anſwers him- 
| ſelf, even upon him that is of « poor and contrite Spirit 
Indeed theſe are not Words and Things thrown out 
at Random ; but the exact e, of a Chriftian, 
of him that has learned of him Meeknefs and Hu- 
mility, Which is the Mind of CnRIsT: For be is 
our Peace, no Guile to be found in his Mouth, per- 

wy —— hoe mg — Hot the Reed ny 3 


out 


% S <JÞ-=.f © * 


4 - And-indeed all this is not ſo much to ſhew what 
was to be found. in CHRIST, but rather to ſhew what 
Tempers conſtitute à real Chriſtian ; What Manner 
of Spirit he makes Men of, peaceahle, ſincere ; 
Chafing rather to ſuffer, than to gppteſs.| Pezcr, 
| Sinoedivy,, Patience, und Slinplitiry; are his bap ſmal 
has” wt are ted be deen in all 2 where. 
fy 


were not of their Number, to be an asien Kit 


. 


Men of 
having * Doubt nor Scruple to be eleated up, 


ſuffer than to reſiſt Evil, /though'policieally neceſlary 


and ſo they cotintied, "ill: they began to w fat in 


fity bas vor dried vp ind whotly doe = | 
cal/Moiſture bf k. pere there 1 CY 


the Mind er Prefines'of nr T 5 ang | wel Wöleh 
_ our remarking is it that Peter, bel the Keys S were 
promiſed, has this new Name given him, and never 


dut then, of Bur Jona, which' ſignifies the Son of the 
Dove: Nor can Heaven be opened by any 6ther Key 
than that of Meekneſs; nor Remiſhon of Sins-which 


locks up the Gate of Eternal Death, obtained but by 
a lixe Diſpoſition of Soul. It greatly behoves all 


Chriſtians to xnow the Ground they it nd upon! In 
mme Infaney of the Church, which, by the Ways was 
its State of greateſt Perfection, whoſe true and genu- 
ine Members are of a tender and child. like Diſpoſi- 
tion, and into which none can enter but in the/Capa- 


city of little Children; ſuch was their diſting 


* 


Character. The firſt three thouſand that were POR «0 
Day, and at one Hearing, converted, muſt have beef 
greut Good - will and Simplicity of Heart; 


touching the Reaſonableneſs or Poffibllity of doing ag 


waß required of them: And ſo were all the 3 


in choſe early Times, remarked, even 


People, who were for hurting nothing. When it was 
in the Power of their Hand to treturm Evil: for Evil, 
they always declined it; und choſe rather quietiy to 


$ b N H 504 iner 


for their own ſecular Safety: 


% Sagan: 5 $4: AQ 7 Eat 2 120 uk Nies 0 K 


Thus ſtood” primitive Chriſtians: Ausgeben 5 
the Eyes of the World; from the reſt of Mankind 


ſſeff ard Honours and earthly Em 
Wor. II. ; Fl luments; 


* 


[466] 


n e in order to keep themſelves ſo, they 
 Fegulariy. then joined in eee of the World; 


Wen fo todos, 
; . e *vs 7 1 e i , 
$ Wust Office. is eue leſt Cates Spirit « 
| Meekoef to execute ? Thus diſmiſſed, as of no far- 
ther Service, the Holy Spirit uſes. his Dove's Wings 
to. take, his ſpcedy Flight from among them; and 
the Style and Title of patient Chriſtians. | 
ſuffering. for Well · doing, becauſe. it is the Will of 
 Gor-in/CrurisT, their innocent ſuffering. Saviour 
and great Example) is verily now quite out of Date. 
Chriſtians now, true only to each other in jointly 
maintaining a temporal Intereſt, finding the Strength 
_ of their Party ſufficient to uſe rougher Means than 
Dove-like Behaviour, eee, upon their 
Eagle are become the more lively Emblem of their 
rupt or oppoſe their, worldly Views. : Falſe and fickle 
Man may change, but che Holy Spirit is one andthe 
ſame, and knows no fuck e II 1 Shadow 
of __ en hs fi hs E n 
= wr en n ED i 8 4 4 

— they E would n Pk ES kann 
Pretences, their ſierce and unchriſtian Tempers, have 
Recourſe to the Fire ſor Refuge, in the Shape of 
which he once appeared to ſorm Apo les, But theirs 
in Fire of quite another Kind; nor is it indeed of 
| s they inow-nat, as ſaith: our Saviour, what 

Meamer of Spirit they are of,” nor the very Shape of 
their? baptiſmal-Witneſs;—which was not chat of 

Nals Raven, that delights in dead Carcaſſes; but 

Eur: 0 DE that 


1 


- 
* 


161 


chat of his Dove, which here, comes down. Upon 
CHRIST at his Baptiſm, and likewiſe upon all thoſe 
that are baptized with _ or 225 2874 We _ 


e ee 


In the third and 2 Plc 6s G peak 2 as Vice 
from Heaven that accompanied him, witneſſing the 
Father's good Pleaſure in the ſame. Don af my. be- 
Tender be OILS: 3 


* 


We have ſeen the Humility of Chien a e 
to be thus baptized amongſt a mere Rabble of Sin- 
ners, even in the Midſt of them. An ordinary Spec- | 
2 who had ſeen him in ſuch Company, and ſo em- 

yed, would have judged him to have been neither 
nor wiſer than his Companions : But the Ap- 
pearance of this Dove, and the Sound of this Voice 
from the opened Heavens, teſtifying ſo great I Al 
of him, muſt change our Minds, like Paul's 111 | 
and pronounce him Gon. This makes ample Re. 
compence for his great Humility, nor does the 


loſe any Thing by the humble Senſe of his own Un. 
worthineſs : That Hand which he held unworthy to 


touch his Shoe, is dignified with the Honour of touch- - 
ing his Head and pouring Water upon it. Thus both 
of them fulfilled Nr and Bp EY Hem had 5 


their Reward for | ſo doing. 60 HEY 


0 


But bere let it be obſerved, "ll the abs come, 
the Voice comes not. He is the connecting Term 
betwikxt CyRIsST in Jordan, and the Father in Hea- 
ven; and, ſo ſoon as it acts, deſcends and 5 then 
follows the Voice, —Thou (i. e. thus qualified) art my 
beloved Son, in thee I am well. pleaſed. It was juſt thus 


K. Geneſis; ; the Spirit firſt moves upon the Face of the 
E 2 TOW | 


F<] 


Waters, and then preſently the Fakergizes out his 
Fiat, th | the Creating g. Ward, _ there he be Light; and 


then begins, as as it were, to rejoice in his W ann | 
anſwers to his good Pleafur ure here... ng Ta % „ 


les + bring theſe 8 a little nearer, home, 5 
and make them of ſome Ule, by giving them an Ap- 
plication 1 more e particularly to ourſelves, where indeed 
they ought t to center, | Tes End of Revelation i is ut- 
terly miſtaken, if we think theſe Wonders are opened 
only for our Admiration.and Amazement : They are 
the Manifeſtati ns of the Workings of Almighty Gon 
in Nature, — 43 the Coe thro” Death i into. Life ; 5 
from Darkneſs toLi ; from below to above As] in 
decd Cngisr 3 declares; 3 ſaying, This Voi oe 
came 3 nat "becauſe of 2 ne, but. for your - Sakes.. So may we 
ſay bete; Þ ſpoken, indeed. they were to him, but in the 
Peiſqn o of t Son of Man, and as appearing in the 
Likeneſs of Men Fos oras a D vine Perſon,as the Eternal | 
Son of the Father, begotten before all Worlds, Gop 
of Gop,. and Light of. Light, be can need nothing. 
How o Id Heaven be opened to bim, againſt whom 
5 it Was never fut? Or the Holy Goll come down 
upo ö n bim, from whom it eternally x oceeded ? And 
8 of all that Voice, "Thou art my {th , for a Diſco - - 
1775 to him who, from the Beginning, g, had,jas ſuch, 
lain in the Boſom of the Father ? . David knew and 
declared this Sonſhip of CHR1sT long before: So that 
all this Day's Wonderments reit here; that CHRIST, 
in the human Nature, ſhould be thus baptized, thus 
Kare from on high: And, ſtrictiy ſpeaking, this 
whole Tranſaction is not ſo much his as ours; the 
| marvellous Declaration running thus—Thou, i in the 
Perſon of Man, and for thy Sake, all that are found 
in a hoſe] Lives are aper according to thy Ex- | 


-ample 
1376 f | * x3 


1 Re | ON 
N ample f in "bl Fleſh, are, my Sons aud ell belongs 
Children. We were Enemies, but are now no longer 
ſo; we were Strangers to the Covenant, but-ate now 
the true {ſrazlites; we were Foreigners, but are now 
Fellow- Citizens with Saints: Nay, we ate of the 
very Houſhold of Gop; not as Servants, but as Sons, 
beloved Sons, and more; for many an undutiful Son 
has been well beloved; but we are made unto Gop, 
thro' CHRIST, by the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, 
ſuch Sons as in whom our Holy Father is well plea- 
ſed. The old Voice from Heaven was, I am the 
LORD, and thou art my Servant; but now, —Thou 
art my Son. This is a Father's Voice. By this 
Grace we are tranſlated into quite a new State; for if 
Sons, then Heirs; Heirs of GOD, and tus Heirs 
with CHRIST. As nothing can be carried higher, ſo 
we need look no farther than to bring ourſelves un- 
der the Cover of his Wings who baptizes into 
 CanisT; for all ſuch CurisT ſhall, in the End, de- 

liver up, with the reſt of his Kingdom, to Gop the 

Father: To which Holy and Ever Bleſſed Trinity, 

three Perſons and one God, be aſcribed, &c. Amen. 
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Marv ET Iten 
in Treks bi; Vie: 8 i { renoargt 
dull comes, or, d. . lk fir 

another ? 


1 1 $5050 


$60" HE KE is a Turn of « Thought in the 
T $ Concluſion of that little finiſhing Prayer, 
Y "to our Morning and Evening Service, cal-- 
= 1d. the Prayer of Bt. Chryſoftom,, that l- 
ys gives the 4 comfortable Pleaſure in the repeat- 
way "Afeer we have been making Acknowledgment 
that our Deſires and our Requeſts, our Petitigns 25 : 
our 'Supplications,” catry. with” them an Air _ 
of a diſcontented Information, than a true Submitfiol 
to the Will of an almighi ghity an and moſtaiertifulF cr 


who wills all in Wiſdom,” and needeth not Man . 


order unto him the Thoughts Which Are to us Wart 


After all Pretence to direct of teach GD Are up in 
this one Word -Fulfil, O Lon only ſo far as "may | 


'be moſt expedient for us; yet in two Things we: are ſo 
confident our Defires can K be wrong, that 25 reſuihe, | 


uit were, a Right to judge thus far without Reſervation, 
4+ Grant 


* in. ie World come, Lite Everlaſting. ey 
Care always-expediei-for Ae the mathe 
5 are they En eld. Some Sort a 
"of atth and” Hope here, n Ken 5 
Aae 222 Natur, is. the Subſtance. upon which 
Ife ſting in the Wörich to benen 


* 


— 
SS. 


- And this 3 and Mercy Gov doth not deny 
7 for whom it N ientj and perhaps 
- x eſt Help the Mae 


d in their fad Pil- 
grimage through this State of Trial, what ſerves 
beſt to nouriſh and increaſe this divine and faving 
Principle within them, (.o as that it finally fail not 
ever) is a Senſibility that the Truths of Gop . 
at Day by Day, more. deeply and _ Genn 
opened in them. 


2111 15 00 fl Ade 10 „ IAH 


In ch H 3 Gov's 
Dealings: 4 9 1 0 Mc; 1 cheir very firſt 
| Appearance i in the hope which they are now found, 
are molt faithfully recordgd.; but hoy haye little or | 
Tnfarmztion to. Se tq. an one that 15 not in a 
fila 8 bee e whe recorded 
theſe their E xperignc Ps whole ha 5 $ therefore 
Cer e 2.8 . e 1 9915 in ve 
m feo Noth ing but o e and ACC ording]) 7 .thi 
© has been. eyer wy to IF in its Senſe 
Meaning, as we adyapcs id. Seni and G7 95 fs. 
Scriptures arg opened. in, iis for gur Ilg aß we 
| them; gor can e atten, or retard-the I 
IT they, make 19,98, in their Seaſons, to en 
al withal: Nor 7715 any Man draw. 4 
Plan, ME SARA rde Gene fl torhe nou 


med © 


„ L231 

up a Life, from this eternal Gnuumd⸗ 
till the Gatden - Bed of his own-Soul' be caltivired; 
and prepared to receive and carry on its Liſe and 
Growth, when thus tranſplanted. The Heayenl) 
Bread has in it ſuch living! Properties, ſueli quicken- 


ing Senſibilities, that it not only, like the 'old' Wilo 
e, but 


. dernefs Manna, fits itſelf to every Man's LI 
puts on Strength or Gentleneſs, in exact Proportion 
to the digeſtive Powers of all that receive it With 
pure Affection: Thus it becomes ſincere Milk to 

Babes in CRS, and ſtrong Meat to thoſe that are 


of fuller Age, who, by reaſon of Uſe, have their in- 
ward Senſes Exerciſed to diſcern the (2008 from * | 
| yy the Right 1 n a 303%, e * 
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.: This long Preamble, which" \ cannot” te Salix * 
; Digreſton indeed, becauſe I have not yet made an 


Entrance upon the Subject, yet may ſeem to want an 
Apology ; and which I ſhall give it, by acknowledging 
hat the Doctrines I am about to draw from the 
Text ate but lately come tomy Notice ;, and that 


J have been uſed to underſtand the whole Fange in | 


a much lower and leſs comfortable Senſe, than that 
which at preſent ſeems to me the true Interpretation; 
And as this additional Light that is thrown upon the 
Subjeby/afreſb Diſpoſition of it, has given me great 
Satisfaction, I am inclinable all ſhould be Partakers 
with me; unwilling to keep back any Thing from 


any, chat muy encourage us to march manfully for- 


wats, theo“ che rugged and little trodden Path that 
leads hfo the Wildejneſsof this World, towards the 
Heavenly Feruſalem, the Land of Peace and Reſt. 
And to this Matter I now bend my Thoughts. I 


named no more for the Text but —Art ent ht that 


u, eine or 25 we Yoo 7 ant ann. * the whole 


n | ne Trantaction 
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the Purpoſe can be — wg of any ale et 


Tas: REES: been Er: 
: F M7 » £ 2 4 ' p ; i 75 0 7 en of y 
3 * 2 än „„ N 425 r 


I el Fei repeat it together, hoo 
our my Deſign a 1 ed as. EY View 
Mall ſuggeſt. WW. 2 1 3 abe 180 1 ** of. 
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++ Now, when John bara i the Prifon the uk of 
CHRIST, be ſent- two of bis Diſciples, and ſaid 
unto him. Art thou be that bond come, or de we look 
Var another? F ESUS. anſwered, und ſaid unte 
them; Go and fhew John again theſe Things which 
ye do bear and ſee-—The Blind: receive their Sight, 
and the Lame walk, the Lepers are cleanſed, the Deaf 
bear, the Dead are raifed up, and the Pear have the 
Goſpel preached. unto them ond biafed is be 
COT! e : 

1 can avs only, in. the Campals e eee 
Diſcourſe, to give you a general Iden of the whole, 
and muſt leave it to yourſelves to be more particular - 
| ty confidered;. and this ial enSaarane.td does it 


s 


OL. pe L 7 1 . ar 

1 Why Cunr 9 dim not a direct Anſwer 
w his Queſtion, but only. ſuch Signs, by ww 

RE n Kn. And, 
JJ ⁰ / e 1 | 


nnd Diet mean and unuſual; but ſtill the whole of his 


1 


Finds then, let us enamine for what End bin 
p ee eee ae, Fg 008. 
n, ene ee 5 4 
1 the ana a e hab > RAY 
viour gives Fobn the Baptiſt upon the Departure of 
theſe Meſſengers, forbids us to ſuppoſe that any 
Coldneſs was grown between them, either on ac- 
count of Difference of eee e 
ing it; though the Diſciples. on both Sides had 
been willing enough all along to breed it. t as 
Jobn had formerly borne hondurable Teſtimony to 
Canis r, fo he now takes this Occaſion of vetumn- 
e more than a Prophet is he 
of whom it is written, Behold I ſend my n . = 
befare thy Face, which fhall prepare thy ay befors 
thee, All the Law and the Prophets, faith N 
| reached no higher than to what John perfected ; and 
if ye will receive it, This is Elias, which: was: Vr to 
come So. great was this Man, that Lime was, when 
all People were in 'ExpeRation, all Men muſed in 
their Hearts edt mmm 
or not. [he 3 3,2 wo Mt $4. WY ks $013 5 


: Fee”, A 5 
oh, £4 Fx + 3 15 61 C9, 


. en tein Fas FA OY 
ceived after bine dhanubry wonderfully burn; 
the Manner of his Life ſtrange, in a Wilderneſs, out 
of the ordinary Converſe of the World; b RP 


; 4 


odd Conduct was attended with a Miniſtry ſo mighty 
in the Spirit and Power of Elias, that che People, 
in ſpite of all their other Prejudices, ſtood in great 
Expectation of ſome ſuch mighty Work ſhewing 
| d n mee een 
| have den A 5 

| Pay 


[36 . 


Pay now this great and good Man a ſudden Viſit, 

| you Will ſurely find him at home ; a cloſe Priſoner 

in the Home- Jail of a cruel Fyrant; who could 

fetch him up to preach, or have his Head only 

| brought to his Table with as little Reaſon or Cere- 

mony as, the 5 the Diſh it was LY wy 
ſerved up in. it Of. en ShiG30} 22 : 

-=56 0 7207119 ads 939 434 95 n e 

. | Let Humanity inſtruct you TENG Yo ud Feelings 

"this Change of Circumſtance muſthave'wrought up- 


- * | if 6 n 7 8 CELLS 5 x : * G 


on him. The Wilderneſs Prince that flies the baſe 


 Converſeiof the World, and ſeems to habe no De- 
fire but Freedam and Solitude ; can ught like a wild 


1 Cage ſor oecaſional Entertainment; and at length to 
be made a Sacrifice to a Court · Strumpet for ad un- 
G 2111 Dis wi dir lf "SUE 

PJ edn 02. as wartgtd! of: bs bo 2-0 

8 eee here before us to make Faith 
Lager il not to fail] Is ſuch the End of Righteouſ- 
ness; ate theſe the. Rewards* of thoſe that forſake 
their All, their great Poſſeſſions; and ſuch had Fo ohn, 
For the Kingdom of Heaven's Sake? Yet all agree 
to underſtand that this Queſtion was not put on ac- 
count of any Doubt. Jahn entertained, ſeing, ſay 
they, be himſelf gave out the firſt: Teſtimony chat 
IJxsus was the Lamb OD that taler a. the 
Sin , ebe World, ; He had: alſo, at the Time ofthis 

lzing him with Water, ſeen the Heavens open, 

be Holy, Ghoſt. deſenns, and-the-:Fathet:+himicelf | 
ee out thence, a. Voice of Witneſs.;— This it. my 
„ in he ann We edle Yo oli i 

An e 293 IT 9:44 en % ˙ de ge Es aN | 

©.+ Cot Id Zubn, after all this Teſtimony, entertain a 

1138 impollible-and-weong to 

FRY 8 | 
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bing; made a tame Slave for Sport:; kept in a 


— 
av 


1 


z 


| ' ſuppoſe, that all who have ſpoken of this REI 


have unanimouſly concluded, that this Queſtion-was 
propounded for the Sake of the Meſſengers that 
brought it, and not for any Satisfaction Jabn cuanted 
for himſelf in the Point. But indeed I am led to think 


otherwiſe, and the Reaſons for my | preſent Perſua- 


ſion, . been 100 * ary! ere, r to 
res ö n ©. wilt as 2 
\Conkuler aka what Jab ran Mk | are 

| hn of Woman ſee) what he is now reduced to for 
bearing Teſtimony to JesUs as CyRIST 5 Why his 
Life is reſerved to gratify the Spite of the worſt of 
Women; and thatfor a reliſhing Bit at the End of 
a Ball, at the Cloſe of a Feaſt. Now, in theſs - 


aſtrous Circumſtances; (for he knew ſhe had a 


rel againſt him, and would kill him) CHRIS wy 


Herod," and Fobn, and Priſon tegel makes no 
Help; ſends neitlier Angel from Heaven to ſtrength- 
en, or Meſſenger from Earth to aſk after or comfort 
him. Is it now unnatural to ſuppoſe that when he 

heard in his Jail, the great Works of CHRTST, ſuch 
a2 Thought as this might ariſe in his Mind; “ Sure 


ly ſo God-like a Power, if all be true, migbe 1 


turned its Courſe a little towards me, conſidering 
too that for the Cauſe I ſuffer all this? He may 
look for Help, but he ſhall find none ! Gop's Works 
are A Wonders, and his' Eye-lids try the bs offs of 
an ; E 4 moſt nee Manner. N 35 % 
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1% Pe ade were we to » endl the” Works of the : 
Lokp, that Knowledge might ' hinder his Opera- 


plicit Faith might Yanifl at the Sight of Gon $ Pre- | 
| RY in all Things. 2 8 eee . ; 
it DUES Were 
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tions upon the Soul, and the Bleſſedneſs of an im- 
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Were Go ** us why he eee biduchkls 
Face from us, his Face then would not be hid; and, 
for ought we know; this is one e eee eee 
ne cect K us to be | „„ 


BA 


N he Point 5 Light in +apkieh I ek nl John ack 
now: ſeen, ſhould be, as it were, preaching this Doc- 
tripe, That let Man have all the Aſſurance given 
that can be of the Truth of Gon, yet, without a 
continual Supply, it will not be ſuſſicient to hold out 
againſt all the Aftiions and Tials 2 ey! be 
ba gr h ee 


F i»-the-Day. of: Brace ad benden, bad the 
utmoſt Teſtimony from the Father himſelf, concern- 
ing the Son, and in the Preſencg. of the Spirit of 


- Trutft. The whole Trinity, jointly and ſeparately, 


ſpeak up, as it were, at once, and, for his' Aſſurance, 

give forth their Teſtimony all together: And all this 
he clearly taught in the Day of his Peace and Free- 
dom; but now, under Bonds and Impriſonment, | 
under great Tribulation,” and nigh unto Death, a 

Set of new Feelings ariſe in the Soul; Nature 
ſhrinks, and Reaſon joins her in ſuggeſting a Daubt 
of the:Pofbility of a Deception in all thoſe. glorious 
nen 4 * nen, N npaſs.. 


We * to the Captives ; and *. this 
Jesus retire with his Diſciples when he hears. John 


is caſt into Priſon? Surely were he the. Son of ob. 5 


and poſſeſſed of all thoſe miraculous Powers I hear” 
of, might John ſay, would he ſuffer me thus to pe- 


riſh, and not ſtretch out the Redeeming Hand to 


nim who here languiſhes for his Sake, when others, 
that are Strangers, taſte ſo bountifully of it?“ 
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| He can bars others; and vy not me?;Fll-yeturn 


| John. an Anſcrer.In this Senſe. of ſaying from Suf⸗ 


feting, he ſaves not himſelf. Tribul 
Sake of Gon, ang ſeeming to be forſaken — 


p — 


is the finiſhing Trial q the Faithful ; and the Faith 
= gets however hardly, thro! it, ſhall-neyes. after 


In this State of Trial, the beſt of Holiday- 
they thought themſelves well: aſſured of in 3 -peace+ 


able Seaſon, back d with Kronger Proofs and. mare 


N ee e to luer che worſe, 
in Proportion to our much Labour in the Lon; 


when, on account of our ſpiritual Gifts and Endow- 


ments, we are to be forſaken, and delivered up into 


the Hands of Men to be the more ſpitefully entreated 


for this very Reaſon, (for they ever ſeek to perſcette. 
| whom Gor (hath forſaken, and vex them whom he 
hath wounded) *there is nothing merely human 


that can ſtand ſuch Trial. All, therefore, that e- 
mains to any Man 'after he has paſs'd through it, is 


pure Goodneſs ; tis of the Eſſence of Heaven. John 


therefore begins to doubt in Priſon, of what, at large, 


he never doubtedof; in like Manner with all ARIS T's 
own Diſciples, who, though they had hear alt his 


Do&trines concerning this very Thing, and ſten all 


his Miracles in Confirmation of them, yet when the 
High- Prieſto were enraged, and the People, at their 
Infftigation, in a Midniglt-uproar ; ; when they de- 


held the Swords and the Staves; the Lanterns and 


1 
1 
= 


Torches, and Weapons ; their ſacred Maſter rudely 
 collar'd; taken by the Throat, and treated" in all 
| Points 45 the baſeſt of Fellows, not a Man of them 
had Faith enough to keep him upon his Legs; Dan- 


ger _ near to N forced them all to fly: 
| 15 * 0 


— — ———  — — 
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4h aver himſelf AE TRIP 


thats neceflary to redeem a Soul, is amazed and 
aſtoniſhed und knows net bew to bear the With- 
drawings ef 
yet I d believe ne Man ea know the Power of 
Soſpel Faith, or the Power of earthly Nemptation, 
or the Weakneſs of Nature to reſiſt i it, till“ he has 
been made to feel ſomething of all this. But be this 
for our Comfort,” the Faith which is Gop's Gift, 
the Holineſs which is of CHRIST, and the Teaching 


e ather's:Preſence- from him. And 


4s from the Spirit, will, though with much Stri- 
ving and Difficulty, get through all; it will endure 
und che End: But all other Sort of profeſſing, 
knowing, "ot believing, will ſhrink and die quite a- 


1 way at the, Approach of ſuch rough Kind of Hand- 
; ling: 80 that we know not how or What we believe | 
of Enis "or his 'Gotpel, till we come thus to be 
Iiſted”by Diſtreſs, Tribulation,” and "Death itſelf. 
All we "Wat be found in Poſſeſſion of after ſuch 
"Trial, » we may. call our bee Treaſure, and may . 
1 build ſafely upon it that heavenly Manſion, * wherein ped 
be So ak” dwell — to 0 e 


e 2 


ugh Joby, it in P 3 *: and = 


ns, to want freſh Sup lies of 
. fort e in be- 
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Secondly, the Anſwer, 7 flew why it is not di 
dect, but by Signs. and tell John what Things 
you ſee and hear, and then let him judge for himſelf. 


Indeed CATS can be no otherwiſe known than'by-' 


his Works and Word: He is himſelf à working 


Word, and no Figure to be gazed at. St. Paul there- 0 
fore declares; that though he once knew CHRIS 


after another Manner, aſter the Flefh, yet hence - 
forth he knows him ſo no more; Now the Works 
by which CnRISr is known, is the ftirring up, where- 
ever he comes, the Power, Wiſdom; and Righteouſ- 
neſs of Go] and, without ſuch a working, it were 
impoffible that the eternal Preſence of the Ward 


could ever have been made manifeſt in the'Fieth:” 


Cl ace was; nor ator ca n to | 


be preſent, but by ſome Work of Power his Preſence 


puts forth in the Hearts of the Faithful. If/Currer 
be preſent in our Heart hy Love, it muſt be proved to 
be ſo byſomething of the Meekneſs, Lowlineſs, Good- 


neſs, Reſignation: to the Will of che Father, patient 
in e as well as joyful through Hope: There - 


fore, ſaith the Apoſtle, Shew: me thy Faith by thy 
Works; if it has wrought nothing, it has never been 
there. And thus CHRIS defines himſelf by the pro- 
per Buſineſa he is about; which lies amongſt the 
Poor, the Lame, the Blind; all Sorts of NO: 


fidted, ſorrowfil, and diſtreſſed People... 


That ire his proget Obhe cd b in wb 8 
whom); he does his Work, and: thereby maniſeſts who 


be is; for none can: do as he does hut himſelf. Theſe 


be comprebends in the: greateſt Love, and pities with 
the tendereſt Bowels ; all ſuch he helps, and ſaves to 


Vor. 8 ” does 
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the uttermoſt: For Cunlisr's N gives, but 
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does not take; brings Good to all, but receives no 
Aceretion of Goodneſs from any. It carries in it all 
the unſearchable Riches of God, and ſtands in Need 
of nathing that Man can do; it receives neither Wit- 
neſs from his Wiſdom, nor Credit from the Merit of 


his Works: And therefore the Rich, and Full of 


other Things, go empty away, while the Poor and 
Needy, who are in an imbibing State; are fully and 
freely fill'd. This is the Work of Cunxls r, to feed 
and fill; and as ChxIsr would be known by his 
Works, ſo by his Word. Tell Jahn what you hear 
as well as ſee. They do, indeed, alwaysgo together, 

and the Poor have ever the Goſpel moſt powerfully 
preached when CHRIST hath wrought a good Work 
upon them. As the beſt Works Man can do without 
the "Goſpel. Spirit, are not CHRIS T's Works, ſo 
the moſt glorious Word Man can hold forth with- 
out the Work of CHRIST, is not his Word: His 
Word and Work were never divided; the Word 
teaches, and the Teaching works into each other 
continually, till they together bring forth a new 


Creature fit for an Habitation of Gop through the 


Spirit. Now this Goſpel. made up of nothing but 
mere Love, Mercy, and Grace, is offer'd freely to all 
| Believers, but has a particular Direction to be preach'd 
to the poor in Spirit; and that hot becauſe, its Privi- 
leges extend not to all, but becauſe * ee 
_ none elle * accept it 3 


e e . woa, and the Lovers "of 
themſelves, care as little for its Promiſes as for its 
Pardons. Thus, therefore; is CyR1sT to be known 
by preaching or ſhining Goſpel- Powers in the Souls 
of the Poor. Moſes's Miniſtry was full of 
and * to Sinners; - Bur 3 s rt x 


1 

forth nothi ing but Love, Grace, and Mercy to. WI 
that hate Sin; and, by this Sort of ES aa, bring ; 
themſelves under the ſweet Influence of it. And 
vwhereſoever this Doctrine is faithfully. ſet forth, there 
is the ſureſt Sign of him that ſhould come; an infal-, 
| lible Ground for believing the n of Sn, 
its only Author. i e eee 


"Thus, wo fon the Reaſon why e oives forth 
himſelf to be known of John, and of all others that 


make Inquiry after him, only by his Works and 


Word; becauſe, without theſe two Proofs, there can 
be no certain Teſtimony of his being at all in the 
World. And now, CarisT having return'd this 
full and ſatisfactory Anſwer to John's Queſtion, adds, 
this to the Meſſage, And bleſſed i 1 e ; 8 2 
not be offended in me; which was th 8 


Third and laft Particular I purpoſed to OY” 
and with which, in a few Words, I ſhall — 
The Bleſſing then pronounced on thoſe that are not 
offended, beſpeaks much Unhappineſs to all thoſe. 
that are; and yet we ſhall find the whole World, 
that frm without Faith, are actually offended at 
CarisT, and can be no otherwiſe. Wo be unto, - 
the World, becauſe of this Offence, for i it is univerſal. 
All that are not born of Gop, who have no other 
Father but old Adam, muſt be offended at CHRIST, 
as he is utterly unlike and —_— to them in all 
_ _ | 


1 Chief of hk 3 its Kitigs 50 Philoſo- 
phers; the Beſt of the Earth, its wiſeſt and moſt 
learned, diſreliſh CHRIs T, and, in their Offence, 
crucify him ; and were he on Earth agatn, * would 

111 1 | be 


[84] 

be mutua V alldined” of each other. [Put hare fs a 
lower Kind of Offence here pointed at, viz. When 
| Believers ſtagger at their Trials for his Name Sake; 
when they think hard of the Manner of his mani- 
feſting himfelf by fo painful a Proceſs. But, ſurely, 

without a previous Croſs, there can be no Crown; 
without ſuffering here, there can be no reigning heto- 
after; without a Death to Sing there can te. no 
Birch to > Righteouſncl, | 


Confider but this, 1 that 
; Fobn is in his proper Place, put under Herod's Hand, 
and ſeemingly abandon'd of Gop and Man; that 
from the greateſt Prophet of the Old Teſtament he . 
might be tranflated into the New, and become ſtill 
+ greater by being made, through a Participatjon of 
Cnnisr's Sufferings, one of — ä 
mor 3 FEE 8 


Gb e of thats eee * 
ben us, Offence, through all our Trials, 
till we fall out of this miſerable World into the 
| Blefſedneſs'of the Redeemer, that faithful and'true 
Witneſs, Ja2vs CxnisT our Lonp; to whom, with 
— 98 2 OS * e Se. 
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n they gtrifed. GOD, piu: That 0 
great Prophet. is riſen up amongſt 5. 4 


60 bath vifited bis e, 5 


| 1 T is a Conſideration equally 4 no 
x F 


| kind had been fo many Ages lament- 
| n the Dark; the Want of a ſuf. 


| through « ſad and wretched Life to a State of Reſt 
and Saſety, they ſhould yet teject him when he is 
come: That after ſo many Complaints for the Want 


of an Inſtructor to teach them how to pray, and do 


other acceptable Service to their Creator, to render 
them proper Objects of his Favour and Grace; that 
after ſuch a Perſon is ſent from Gon, the ſeeming 
Deſire of all Nations, and has fully anſwered all their 


Expedtations and Hopes, and given them complete 


Satisfaction in theſe and all other. Doubts and Diffi- 
| culties that concern either this Life or a better one to 
come; — oct which this preſent 


Wel | F J : Life, 


| {urprizing to think that, after Man- | 


-feient Guide to lead them ſafely. 


——ů— — 2 — 
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| Life, v a 8 ö 7 8 
and neceſſary e Now at gs . all 
theſe Diſcoveries, to; have it become a Queſtion 
5 amongſt. us, Whether this Great Prophets being 
| riſen'.up; has beer any real Advantage dor not; or, 
Whether What he has reveabd of the Will of Gon 
might not have been diſcoyered by our own Reaſon 
and natural Light, Indeed it is a melancholy Con- 
ſideration, were it only on agcqunt of thoſe who can 
make ſuch Sort of Queſtions, inaſmuch as it proves 
that they, however, have no Part or Lot in this Mat- 
ter; being utterly excluded from every good Hope 
and all Goſpel Promiſes of Bleſſedneſs, which are 
made only to the Faithful; ; and of which none can 
taſte, but he muſt be ſenſible of the Benefit, and blefs - © 
Gov for the fame. "Whoever thanks not Gqp for 
the ſending of his Son, bas as yet received nothing 
from his Coming, to be thankful for, They are yet 
In the Gall of Bitterneſs; . their Heart is not right 
che; Sight of Gon, nor has the redeeming 51 | 
paſß'd upon them. And, indeed, all they ſay againſt 
Segel Light, Wiſdom; and Joodneſs, may be true 
in themſelves, inaſmueh as nothing of this Sort has 
viſited their Souts'; but they cannot . — | 
| whoſe happy Experience has „ 5 
Things. They have erred: from che Tru * * 
vex d at thoſe that find it: Their own Miſtakes : are 
the Ground of „ and little elſe do they 
600 dat comment upon * 
2323 e rreo1) 7121 1 ot WS 6 74} 17s 
But Eurtzs in his byes his bein ariedds 5 
ality ana us, as he was forinerly, in his Per- 
ſon, by the Ferws'+ Much“ expected, much-long d 
for; but when he is come, contemptuouſiy uſed, 
and at length crucified: and flain ; 3 as, indeed, he has 
42 MY 3 vor ? 


* 
3 


. , 
* * 


been eyer ſince ** in Nat real M A test | 


carefully fulfilling that Goſpel Prediction, that 4 


dog 


Outery, made by the Wo for want of: aples ; 
but ſo ſoon as one appears, he's pretty ſure to be made 
an Example of, in the worſt Senſe gf 7 ord to 
be deſp iſed and vilified in his. Character, not ag. 
tually abuſed; in his Fortune and Perſon. "his plan- 

ly ſhews it is all a Pretence, and that they cry out 


for the Want of what hg would 25 e 3 48 leaſt 


not ſuch Fi Cuniszp, or, uch an! Example .as Go 
ſends; ſor with neither has the World. ever been 
pleaſed. or ſatisfied : But, howeyer, 1 bl ſingle 

two Particulars at preſent. to diſcourſe” u "which 
none can deny to be the Ide of this great 18 ophet's 
being riſen up amongſt us; and for Which all that - 
have been truly viſited, by bim never ceale to glorif fy 
God, viz. 1410 they have learned from him 1 55 Be 
pleaſe Gov, and patiently to bear Abuſe * for io 2 | 
ing. Now, though a wicked World, whe Ge > 
nels as well as Wiſdom is at Enmity With 5 Ob, I 0 
connected the beſt of Men with the worſt of Ugze; 


- ſeeution, And that wwe muſt. through much row 
enter int the Kingdom of Heaven, ; yet, for our bet 


ter underſtanding, I ſhall, in m m my Ia e 


will live godly in CHRIST 7 805 Jhall 7 


„ 34 + 


He NG arately, og "ſhewing 2 : 
4 FIT. 48 4 rh 3 A 83 5 ui v 51820 A 1 
8 431 * 1 amen! LMI 


1 That this 1 eee Tan is n ; 
lets than the, Son of Gon. incarnates. has taught 
us how-to ſerve ur 72 acceptably, with 
E and godly Fear. And then - 
COMIUT e held A N i g 29483 5:13: 
u. That he has, by bringing Life and Immorta- 
— Ityitw bi 5 enabled his A Mag to cbear 
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2 uy and ſerve our Maker RON 2 1 5 


wo - ins for the Wort Er tony. ts "And 


Son of Oui hs raght no to wor 


85 Nr ls _ Aae * Gov "alan 
in Temples made with Hands, neither is wor- 
edge with Men's Hands as though he needed any 


| Thing, One would wonder that ſuch a poor Worm, 
| ſuch a little dependent Wretch as Man, is, whole | 


afe's. but a Bubble, ce Shadow of a Vapour, thould 
want to be told this Truth; and yet he'll ſcaree be- 


| hieve it, now tis told him. But Truth, it ws 


to no one's Purpoſe; for are we not at this Day, 

building, and ſiding, and doing, I know * 15 
Gop ee Do we not.a& in all our reli- 
gious Abſurdities, as if the Almighty needed us and 
our Performances; ſomething we could do for him. 


This Matter wanted Reformation before the Coming 
of Canisr, and is ſcarce mended ſince: $0 true are 


Men to their own Abſurdities ; ſa hard and flow of 
Heart to admit of any Amendment, either from Gon 
or his Meſſengers, Here Mankind have ever ſtuck 


| faſt, Stately Buildings, coſtly Ornaments, | peculiar 


and uncouth Habits, and a numerous Huddle of pom- 
pous, phantaſtical, cumberſome Ceremonies, or little 
cba Incantations, and'trifling Peculiarities, have, 
in all Ages, attended and corrupted Divine Worſhip. 
As a Proof of this, go over-all the Heathen Temples, 
and take a Survey of the Abſurdities and Impieties 
of their Worſhip; their monſtrous Sacriſices and ri- 


diculous Rites, where one would have thought com- 
A and Reaſon might have inſtructed pe : 
| . 


Iv] 


that u gateu Gon cod er be pleaſe) wn bas 
VFras inhuman and, eruel; ner an Holy Gop, wich 

what was unelean; nor a Wiſe Gop with what was | 
childiſh and ridiculous; or de G0 of Spirits, wich 
outward Shew and dead Fermality. And yet ſuch was 
the Heathen Worſhip, even the wiſeſt and 
moſt reputable of them. And it were well if thuſe 
that are call'd Chriſtians have not cotrupted his Wor- 
ſhip in ſuch Manger as to come nene hs wk e Sen- 


fare of Abſurdity. 


And this, as K hod the on 13 
| thoughe the | Part, if not the whole, of Re- 

ligion : As if the Pomps and Vanities of che Word 
were to be tenounced by Man, that they might be 
employed in the Worſhip of Gop, But it is re- 
markable that no Religious Matters are #Cceptable 60 
the Generality of Mankind, till ſome of their oun 
Weakneſſes become mingled with its and which, 
through an over-weening Fondneſs for what is their 
on, ſoon cat out the U r 
ah che Main of the Matten VVV 


Nor could this bl de | 
Ritual ſtood, rel pen e ſo much of G 
mix d with the Worthip of tue true Gop. None 
but the Son of God, who, as a Maſter over his own 
Houle, could do it; and he has accordingly Ine 
K, by holding forth to the World, in the plaineſt 
Manner, and from the deepeſt Ground, the Sub- 
ſtance of the Duty, and the Reaſon of its Obliga- 
gation. 'Jasus ſaith to the Woman of gamers, 
(the Tem e. People at Feruſalem were not able to 
bear this ne) The Hour cometh, when. ye | ſhall 
aber; in this Mountaing ner yet at Jeruſalem, wor- | 
| „ the Ln 609 . is a Spirit, and the true 
I . For- 


N 


A eee 
* 5 


1 Lie J 
6. f him, worſhip i in Spirit, md. 


Now, to be worſhipped i in Spirit and in Truth * 


niſies very near the ſame, z .e. in Reality, and not in 
Form; with a ſincere Heart; with a broken and 
-contrite Spirit ; with the whole Man humbled and 
bent down with true Reſignation; breathing out 
nothing but Love; longing - after and deſiring ar 
mae hot. ee before the Preſence al Go. 
| What — . of 3 3 or 
mean ones? What now becomes of Confinement to 
particular Places, or ſtated Times or Seaſons? They, 
in this View; are no longer thought of as neceſſary 
for Gon's Service; which, by an Heart thus diſpo- 
-ſed, might be perform'd any where, and at any Time, 
and at no Time or Place without it. A pure Heart 
is the Chriſtian's Temple, and his Hour of Prayer dhe 
bleſſed Moment, when he can offer 8 _—_ 5 E- 
"_ Sacrifice to his Gone _ - 
s IS: 17111 {# 
The Ander and Diſtin&ion of Habits, | bt 
the Pomp or Pitifulneſs of Ceremony; may now be 
pared, together with all Outſide Performances ; and 


© 


"that becauſe they may be ated in by the vileſt Sin- 


"ers, 2s well as by the moſt pious Penitents. Gov, 
is himſelf a Spirit, and made known. to be ſuch, 
requires not any of theſe, but the Spirit only; and 
chat in publick Aſſemblies, where ſome Actions muſt 
ne open to the View of the World, all that could ap- 
peur and be ſeen ſhould be done G and in or- 
der to Edification. Decency, If er (oe and Edi- 
fication, were to regulate all pal ick Acts of Wor- 
= and that for Man's Sake, and not, 

and beyond what thefe required, the” outward Ap- 
rar od W was a tne Value i in the Eyes of 


or God's; 


dos, was'not to „ rei dt aut ** 
and Confuſion from their Religious Aſſemblies, 
they need not be ſollicitous about worſe: Qian, uſeleſs 


2 ere and dd the 8 ” 
ſhort of Go. 7 91-7 126 eee antes 

e ad ee aatabd an 1 
Delp, was the Worſhip he now demanded ;, and i in 


theſe, every one was to look after his own Heart, 


as knowing it was that alone which -Gop regarded, 
or would accept: And may he grant that this his 5 
Inſtruction may be well regarded by all that hear i F. 
But he knowing, in his almighty Wiſdom, that who- s 
ſoever enters into this Way of Truth, heartily and >" 
ſincerely, ſhall find many bitter Aare * Pro- 
"9s as ] png to rep I rnd 
8 fon 1d ; ? ace, many pos NOI : 
5 to all that dare thus to form a pious and ſober, Life,. 
in ſuch-like Godlineſs and Honeſty; great enough to 
ſurmount all the Difficulties and Obſtacles that lie in 
the Way to it; and great enough to reward all the 
Pains and Hardſhips of thoſe who ſtick firm to their 
Calling, and ſuffer for the Teſtimony of a good Con- 
ſeclence: For, obſerve, Carr's Church is militant 
here on Earth; and wherever it is not. ſo, you may 
depend upon it it has truckled to the World, and 


n WP! an infamous Peace with i . 7 Ya! 7 14 18 5 0 


"The 3 of the Righteous has} in all Aga. Been 
| taken Notice of to be but ſcanty in this Life. True 

Godlineſs and worldly Favour do not often go toge- 
ther; had they been conſt Companions, as ſome 


| | weak People er endeavour; to rep elan them, they cer= 
wy | 85 tainly | 
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AF, cold hot but think chemſelers exciſed from a 


webu they kept them from the Enje 
Life ; and they had tittte Evidence and Security 


more ſuſpected and 


„ of the beſt df 
Men, our Len and Saviour JIxsus CHs: And 
"this is the true Revfon Godlineſs has had fo few ſin- 
cere Followers. Nor is it w be wondered at, that 


"Virtue prevailed not much in u State where the In- 
.- conveniences that attend her were viſible and nigh at 


Hand, and the Rewards doubtful and at a Diſtance. 
Mankind, who are und muſt be allowed to purſue 
"their own Happineſs, nay, cannot be hindered from 


Kia Obſervation of Rules; which appeared fo incon- 


"Went with their chief End, which was Happineſs, 
"of this 


of 
Woche And; till mis be opened in bur Souls dy 
Faith, the prefent is our AN, and will be accordingly 
regarded. Tis true they might baue argued the 
other Way, and concluded thus, — That decauſe the 
Good were moſt of them ill treated be, there was 
andther Place, Where they ſhould meer with better 


"Viage; but it is plain they did not. Their Thoughts 


of another Life were at beſt but obſcure, and their 
*ExpeRtations uncenain. Of Manes, and Ghoſts, 
and the Shades of departed Men, thete was ford 
T alk; bout little certain, ahd leſs minded. Fr 17 
kbey had the Names of Styx and e of E 
. Fields, and Seats bf the Bleſſed; but they had 
them from their Poets, generally mind with their 
Fables: And ſo they looked more like the Inventions 
of Wit and Ornaments of Poetry, than the ſerious 
Perſuaſio ons of the Grave ahd Sober. They came tb 
b oft their Tales, and for Tates 
Au that which rendered them 
uſeful to Virue, was, that the 
f P ao 


he = 
1 * 
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Philotophers ban tet one their Rules pon Mens f 
Minds and Practices, by the Conſideration af another 
Life. The Chief of their Arguments were drawn 
from the Excellency of Virtue: conſidered: in itſelf; 
and the higheſt Perfection they ever obtained was in 
exalting the Pride of human Nature, whoſe Perſee- 
tion, they ſaid, lay in Virtue, and their Happineſs in 
a famous Reputation N 2-98 DO w ai, 77 
mw TION endure _ 4 


5 4 Bo 


A Ech Heben Pet debut libs debe 
at any Time, and a Life after this, it was only to 
keep Men to their ſuperſtitious and idolatrous Rites, 
whereby the Uſe of their Doctrine was loſt to the 
credulous Multitude, and its Belief to the Quicker- 
ſighted, who ſuſpeRdq it prefently for Defign and 
Craft, as knowing it was not worthy of God; and 
that thoſe who taught it made no other . 
of i it than their en prefent Profit, 1 


Beſore our Saviour's Time „ 
türe State, tho" it were not wholly hid, yet was it not 
clearly known to the Word. Nwas an imperfect _ 
View of Reaſon, or perhaps the decayed Remains 29 
an antient Tradition, which rather ſeemed to float 
on Men's Fancies, than to fink deep into their Hearts. 3 
It was fomething, they knew not what, between be. 

3 [en hot Ae? ſomething in Man, they imagined, 

might eſcape the Grave; but a perfe& complete Life, 
of an Eternal Duration, after this, both of Body and 
Soul, was what entered little into EE Thoughts, 
0 . 1 Temes. ET 


3 


: "Mp ay 3 were & far Fa bein be 35 10 
6 Herein, that we fee no Nation in the World publickly . 
| pro- 
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| profeſſed ian} Gt mpon Sogn Region e, 
taught i it, no; not the Fews.. It was no where made” 
an Article of Faith and Principle of Religion, "till. 
Jesvs Chaisr came; of whom therefore it is truly 
ſaid, that 5 at his eee. 3 bile: and . 


a; 


Me 0 
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* cog not only i in oo Revelation of i 54 ad — FF: 
in Inſtances ſhewn of Men raiſed from the Dead; ; 
but he has given us an unqueſtionable Aſſurance and 

92 of it in Wo own Sefwroion and Aſcenſion 


1 WP — 9 8 one Tauch 3 _ N 1 
of Things in the World, with regard to all thoſe 
Who, by Faith, bave put on CHRIsT ! How has it 
given the Advantage to Piety and Godlineſs, over all 
tat could tempt or deter Men from it! The Wiſe 
Men amongſt the Heathens ſhew'd indeed the Beauty 
5 of Virtue; they ſet her off ſo as to draw Men's Eyes 
and Approbation to ber; 4. but then, they left her uno 
endowed, and very few were willing in earneſt to 
heſpouſe ber. The Generality of Mankind could not 
refuſe her their Eſteem and Commendation, but ſtill 
turned their Backs and forſook her as poor, and, up- 
on the whole, not worth entertaining. The ſond- | 
1 _ eft of Virtue's Admirers have uſually: had the Ad- 
F dreſs to make her an uſeful Handmaid to Vice; TR and. 
it is much to be ſuſpected that the Power of proftitu-, 
ting her to the worſt of Ends, is at the Bottom of chat 
Reputation ſhe has gained from her moſt paffonate 
* Pretenders : But now there being put into the Scale, 
on the Side of Goodneſs, an exceeding and.cternat 
* of Glog, real n is * COME about to God- F 
lineſs, 


* 1 
*& Y 


\ 


. 1 
1 ben n 8 6 0 * 


the Perfection of our Nature; 1 that ſhe is her own. 
Reward, and will recommend our Names, embalm id 
with Praile: to future Ages, is not now all, as it was 
formerly, that can be ſaid of her: Nor is it at all 


| hereaſier.l in Heaven. 


lineſs,, which i is now. viſbly he mot enriching Pur-. 
chaſe, and, the ſecureſt Poſſeſſion, That Virtue i is 


$367 


ſtrange that the Learned Heathen ſatisfied not many 


with ſuch airy. Kind of Commendations : But it has 
quite another Reliſh and Effbacy to work upon Men's * 

Perſuaſions, when they hear, that if they live well 
upon Earth, and ſuffer for it, this is acceptable with 


Go, and ſhall be rewarded by we with Popping 


* 25 
% by <2 


8 


3 if ne can fo but 10 7 as once to Po ; 
the Eye of Men's Underſtandings to behold the end- 
leſs and unſpeakable Joys of-another Life, though to 

be obtained no otherwiſe than by the Croſs, then theic 

Hearts will find ſomething ſolid and powerful ta move 

them to ſeek, to knock, to ftrive, if by any Means they 

may poſſibly obtain it. Affections can be removed no 
_ otherwiſe than by contrary Affections; and the View 


of Heaven, opened by Faith and ſecured by Hope, 


will caſt a Slight upon the ſhort Pleafures and Pains 
| of this preſent momentary State; ; and give ſuch At- 8 


tractions and Encouragemeits to Godlineſs, 2 as Rea- 


4 ſon and Intereſt, and the whole Complication « of our. 5 
Affections, cannot but allow and prefer. "Theſe are 
bleſſed Conſiderations; and, wherever they take Place, 


never fail to work that Converſion, which will make 


Tous 1 * 
us fit for Gov, 0 "OR ok 4 ip 
3 &$- wt : 1898881 223 


Upon this SO = 1 this "Si; "Ra: 


tion Hope ſtands firm, and may defy all LIE 
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ON * dthber, the World, ſtrictly ſpe 
Salli, caring for none of theſe 
Time to try the Strength of Faith and 


ton. This n W more e "PE 
- - only an empty Name; this makes it a real and ſub- 
_ © ſtantial Good, worth all our Aims, worth all our En- 


deavours: And thus the Goſpel of Nut Cnr , 
25 *. has delivered it to Mankind. 


Having now gone through with my Defign, I mall, 
- by way of Concluſion, juſt throw in a Bit of comfort- 


: = Coney, and — 2 done. 


The Belief then, that ub e riſen * | 


| amongſt us, confidered barely as an hiftorical Fact, 


is as nothing. He muſt riſe up, as the Day-ſtar, in 


our Hearts, and viſit our Souls with the Light of Life. 


When this is perceived, then is the Time, and not 


till then, to glorify Gop for the ſame. He hath de- 
clared, that whoſever offers him Thanks and Praiſe, 


be honoureth him; but he that pretends to offer up f 


Thanks and Praiſe without being ſenſible of a Bene- 
ft, mocks Gop, thanks him for natbing, ant t there- 
re OS s 

* 


| - Ad when Aled Cond e 
| F ariſes from ſuch ſhallow Pretenders to Righteouſneſs, 
ho can ſincerely hate all thoſe who enter deeper in- 
0 the Things of Gop than their Line will reach, 

for it is the Religious that have gver perſecuted each 
h like Pilate or 


- is the Time, when they that reward Evil for Good, 


3 7 bo and that are againſt us. becauſe we follow the Thing 


"that 584. is, to cry, Forſake me not, O Lonxp Gon 
Aan, vatior ; and he wil rely hear ona # 


72 then's the 
rayer. Then 


1 


5 
= 2 


% 
2 
— . 
— 
—— 


1 

and grant us Grace and Power faithfully to fulfl 
what he has given us to know and perceive through - 
the Light of Ixsus ChnIST - our Lon p; to whom, 
** the Father and Holy Spirit, be aſcribed, &c. 
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e0Þ, who at FIVE Times. and in  Gioers ads 2 | 
pale i in Time paſt unto the Fathers 5 the ry "og 
hath i in 2 uf Days NES into ths by his 5 Son. 2 


TANDING the Diſs 
| eren that Age and Time are ob- 
ſerved to bring upon moſt of the Pro- 
edons of Natiire; yet Go has fo 
temper d Mattets, by giving "more 
an Honour to that Part that lack d, that chere 
is no Schiſm in the Body of his Works. And thus; 
à8 a Kind of Counter- Balance to out living im the 
Dregs of Time, Gop has reſerved, for theſe laſt Ages 

of the World, a Degree of Fawsur 4 in the open Re- 

velation of his Will, Ways, and Workings, which 
was almoſt 1 22 8 denied to the firſt Ages of it. " 
LAI Sölle Ter a 
The Text foema very earhelt to fot out this Com« 
pariſon between the Times paſt and the pteſcnt, be- 
tween the Fathers and us. Gon ſpeaks; no doubt: 
ji all his Creatures, and at all Seaſons his Word is 
G 2 | the 


* a ae 


[ 100 J DD 
che Life of every Thing; nor has he wrußht ſo ſe- 
cretly at any Time as to leave himſelf without a Wit- = 
2 of this Truth: Nevertheleſs, the Manner of his 
has been more excellent, and the Matter of it 
2 weighty, to thoſe who live under the Goſpel- | 
icht, Wan to thoſe who lived under the 8 and 


| before it. 


3 the F athers he ſpeaks by broken and inter- 
rupted Portions, at ſundry Times, and indivers Man- 
ners; not uniformly nor ſteadily, here a little and 
there a little; and theſe his occaſional Meſſages he 
ſends by occaſional Meſſengers, his Servants the Pro- 
phets, who could give our no more than what was, 
for the. Time, then preſent, . committed. to their 
Charge re : But to us he ſpeaks by his Son; f. e. he 
Ras 1 Ivy into us the ver; "Word of Life itſelf, and fo 
opens in us all that auer. to Life and Godlineſs. 
This a far me May of Inſtruction; and 
of vebich the Evangalical e Ws are | 
making their, Boaft:, This is the Fulhlli ; of the new | 
Covenant that Go promiſes to male wich the 
Houſe of Ifracl, with the true {ſraclites;\ hot accord- 
ing to. che Covenant of Works and Statutes which he 
th the Fathers, and which they brake; but 
der wee. ** hoo, in Men's Hearts; he pats 
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I. To enaming i ay the ſundry Times A gl ** 
das Manners in which the great. Myſtery of our Re- 
-| \;1dernptior een, was, by little Steps and 
941; 8 f ſeveral 


— —ũ—ũ0—ͥ — — 


11 


ſeveral Degrees, 3 avon 4 to "9 
_ Fathom. bythe Farben. 5 


u. I hall ſptak Fc 
this Teacher come from Gop, who in theſe laſt 
| Days has, in « more excellent Manner; On. 
(1 r n 1 9h 1% N 


. r Shall ew * Ef- 
fect theſe great Privileges, ſo much beyond what | 
were granted to our Fare · fathers, n wihave i 
eight: and: Converiatiant. 925 3 


Fifi, then; let b Times 
that: were beſore us, and ſee by what little Steps and 
flow Degrees the Myſtery of our Redemption in 
CuRIsT was opened, at ſundry Times, and in divers 
Manners, to che Fathers, by the Propbets : And it 
will afford a comfortable Proſpect to all Well-willers 
to the me, e ee ris: NE e ts dr 


e grounded. - 


To begin'with Moſes, ;ebelsiarenaeipeads 
back into the uery Beginning of the Creation. He 
records a Promiſe, ſoon after the Fall, that the Re- 
deemer ſhould be a Man: O the Seed of abe Haman, 
faith be, Hall ane ariſe that ball ruſe: the Serpent's 
Head; and this was all at that Time; this ſingle Pro- 
miſe was their whole Goſpel, Next, but at a mighty 
Diſtance, they are told from what Nation this Bruiſer 
of the Serpent ſhall ſpring. He hall take on him 
the Seed of Abraham. . in thy Seeg, ſaith Gop to this 
Father of the Faithful, ſhall all the, Nations of the 
Barth be bleſſed; fo the Curſe at the Fall was to be 
** — by Blefling, r nothing elſe — 


"1 ; 
{13 ; 


| e — — As thus; 
The Sceptre gl not depart from Judah, ner a Low- 
giver from between his Feet, till Shiloh come ; and to 
Fine hal the Gathering of the People be + The next 
Piece of News concerning his Perſon is from David. 
from whaſe Family he was to proceed: The LORD 
bath fworn, and will not turn frem it, of the Fruit of 
thy Body will 7 fer apex thy Threne for overmare.. 


And as it has thys pleaſed Gon, aaa} Times, 
— by 9 Dejpees; to open theſe Expectations of 
a Deliverer in the Perſon of the Maſſiab; fo has he, 
in like Manner, made known his Office. That he 
mould be a Prophet, was that Part of his Character 
that was affigned for Maſes to deliver out; / will 
raiſe them up a Prophet from among their Brethren; and 
it Hall come to paſs, that whoſoever will not hearken 
unto my Words which he fball ſpeak, I will require it of 
Iim. David declares farther that he ſhall be a Prieſt: 
The LORD hath fworn, and will nat repent, thou art 
@ Prieft for ever. The Prophet Jeremiab next de- 
clares that he ſhall be a King, in whoſe Days Judah 
ball be" ſaved; and that this is his Name,—The 
[LORD our Righteouſneſs. The Manner of his Birth 
too was, at divers Times, and in diſtinẽt Portjons, 
opened by ſeveral Prophets. Iſalab ſpeaks of two 
Particulars ; his Birth and Name: Unto us a Child 
"7s born, unto us a Son is given, and the Government 
| ſhall. be upon” his Shoulders ; and his Name ſhall be | 
called, Wenderful, Counſellor, the Mighty GOD, the 
"Everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace. . The Pro- 
phet ficah foretells the preciſe Place of his Nativity 
in a moſt diſtinguiſhed Manner: But thou Bethle- 
+ = nies rad — * * | 
Wo and 
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ſend of Judah, yet out of thee be ſhall come forth unto 
me, that is to be Ruler in Iſrael ; whoſe Goings forth 
have been from of old, from everlafling. And to the 
Prophet Daniel the exact Time of it was revealed, 
from the going forth of the Commandment to reſtore 
and build Feruſalem, unto Meſſiah the FINGER ſays, 
ſhall be ſeven Weeks. | 1 


The Manner likewiſe in which theſe n 
were given, was as diverſe as the Matter revealed; 
ſometimes in Dreams ben deep Sheep fulls in the 
Night, faith Fob, GOD opens the yes: of Men, and 

tals their Inſtruction. Sometimes by Viſions, as the 
het Iſaiab declares—17 ſaw the LORD fitting 
upon his Throne. —Theſe Things, ſaith the Evangeliſt, 
ſaid Iſaias, when he ſaw CHRIST. Ghry, and 
ſhake of him. Sometimes in an Extaſy ; as in Da- 
niel, who hears and ſees, and ſtands trembling; whilſt 
the reſt of the Company, then together, neither ſee - 
nor hear to the ſame Purpoſe; as was the Caſe at the 
- Converſion of St. Paul, and at the Calling Lazarus 
out of his Grave. The Difference in the Hearers at 
another Time was ſo wide, that the ſame Vote rom 
Heaven was ſaid, by ſome, to be the Speech of an 
I; by ſome, to be Thunder; and by others, to 
be all a Cheat. But to return: Revelations” were 


| ſometimes given by Urim in the Breaſt of the Prieſt; 


„ ene, to be gathered ay the very' Inſtitu- 


at others, b a ſmall ſtill "Voice in the Ears of the 
Prophet. Sometimes by an Angel talking in the 
Language of Men ; but moſtly by the over-ruling 
Power of the Spirit ON NY N the 
Underſtanding, - | | | 


| There were beſides, of ola, 1 other W of 


EY Bs 


= © 1 J 


F Law, that pointed at Cnnlsr 


| umb of Gon; this g at Sacri- 
Ce, Wat was to fake awa the. Sin © the whole 
Forld ; ſuch as the Paſch -Lamb, a nd che dcape- 


Son of all which the Time will not ſuffer me to 
1 ut all theſe were ſo wrapt up 
Figure and Obſcurity, that it was mere Shadow 
90 Darkneſs when compared with the Day - ſpring 
tom on high that has, in theſe laſt Days, viſited us. 
The Manner was ſo diverſified, and the Matter ſo 
Jundereg:ingoint of Limes that it may very juſtly be 
Li, ele bt. ert de they prophe in 

ood. in Part: So that, if we have 
dt Kere bear, we may be more deeply inſtructed 
In the Wall and Work of .Gop, in the Space of an 
Hour, then our ore · fathers were in ſome Thouſands 
- of Years. . Cupysr teacheth to profit ; his Word is 
always . and when wa is wanting it is 


- who in vl harper 'S bas, i in a bes on 42 
— 16k qpened in us 7 Will of the Father, 


* | Sr 28 3 we * wy Gop ſpake by the 
i ; and from Moſes, » it uite down to Jahn the 
ath, 


_ Baptif,. by none elfe in theſe 20 Days, 

faith the Apaſtle in the — 8 ſpoken unto us by his 

Son; and that entirely, without Reſerve, keeping no- 

an. back that pertains to Life and Godlineſs ; and 

Bo „ without Sa leaſt Variation in Manner, or 
"ig Mane 


The one Spirit, that i imparts 
his 


. 
* 8 


i 


| his Sevenfold Gifts, ſearches into the deep Things * | 


 Gop, and reveals them; not in the Manner of a 


8 or Hiſtory; but by opening the ſame in the 


and Centre of the Soul; and makes no other 
Demand upon us, to fit us for theſe Emanations of 
Divine Grace, but Repentance towards Gop, * 
Faith towards our Logp Jzsvs Carr. 


The 8 were holy OY but fill they. were 
but Men; and, when not over- ruled by. a Divine 


Energy, of like Paſfions with other Pecple. As Off- 


cers in the Houſe of Gon, they were faithful Ser- 


vants; but ſtill they were but Servants; which is but 


an imperfect Condition, in Compariſon of a Son in 
and over his own Houſe ; whoſe very Heavenly Na- 
ture and Divine 7 % is neceſſary, Gov . 
to fill up the Meaſure of our Wants. 


© Precepts have been upon Precepts, Laws, "OXY 
Teſtimonies, Judgments, and Ordinances have been 


multiplied without End, and, I may ſay, without Ef- 


fect too. What Mankind wants is a better Nature, 


and not better Information; and this never was, nor 
ever will be brought forth by Laws and Precepts; 
no, nor by Rewards nor Puniſhments: Gop chat 
made us muſt give it into us; and this he has done 
by the Incarnation of his Son, who by himſelf, as by 
a Medicine, purgeth out Sin ; and for this Purpoſe 
has, in theſe laſt Days, inſpoken the Word of Life, 
and given us to receive of his F ullneſs, who is all 
over nothing but Grace and Truth: And if ever we 
hope to come to 1 bim we muſt hear, him 
ve nn 316 eien 
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Ax "this Gop himſelf has ne by bis own 
: Mouth not only at the Baptiſm of CHRIST, but in 
the Holy Mount, when this Voice came from Heaven, 
This ig my beloved Son, bear him. And when Gop 
ſpake theſe Words, Moſes and Elias, we are told, 
were both preſent, and reſigned up their reſpective 
.  Miniftries as imperfeR ; Moſes for himſelf, and Elias 
as the Repreſentative of all his Brethren the Prophets; 
à Cloud covers them, and CHRIST js found alone. 
And how doth this confound the Fews, and all who, 
with them, would reft in the Law and the Prophets. 
The Law made nothing perfect; it was the bring- 
ing in of a better Hope alone which could do that; 
and all Propheſy hangs in imperfect Suſpenſe till the 
fulfilling of it in CHRIST, to whom it was the Pro- 
' vince of the Prophets to give their Witnefs.—Now 
when that whith is Perfect is come, that whie is in 


Hart muſt, of courſe, be done away. 


But that we may have the clearer Senſe of our 
| High Privilege in being thus ſpoken to by the Son, let 
us Jook a little deeper i into his Character, as ſet forth 
'by the Apoſtle i in the Verſes immediately following 
the Text : Wherein, leſt we ſhould not weigh theſe 
Words, By his Sen, as we ought, but paſs them 
lightly and lightly over, he makes a ſtrong Com- 
ment upon them, that we may attentively conſider 
how great this Perſon is, and how much it concerns 
us to regard his Speech. He therefore proceeds to 
"deſcribe CHRIST i in his Natures, Perſon, ping 


1 Operations. 


As to his Divine OL he is "ii Son of Dow, 
of the ſame Subſtance with' the Father, nay, the 
very B ad of his G lory ; ſo that he who ſeetb 

him, 


* : : ö n 
f E 0 
15 107 | 


him, | ſeeth the Father. He is ſuch a Son, as did 
no way eclipſe his Father's Glory; but, as a Beam 
ſpringing from it, made it ſhine more bright. H 
is the very expreſs Image of his Perſon. Now as he, 
is the Son, there is no State but Servitude withqut 
him; no Adoption but in him; the Spirit of Tor | 
gy or Sonſhip, is purely his GN tia 


1 na Brightneſs of God a 

true Knowledge, no clear Light, nothing but Miſt 
and Darkneſs, but by him; all Clearneſs of Faith 
whereby we are to be led into the Pune — muſt 


Toy wow _; | | > 


ö A he is the GP. Image of the Father's 8 Ha 
there is no true Soundnefs or Subſtance, nothing , J 
but Form and Figure without him: Love, which is 
the Stamp and Seal of our having heard _ "_m 
e is hi Gift alan. in of 


It is hire fardies faid of 118 That 4 Walls 
were made by him, and St. John adds, That without 
him was not any Thing made that was made: And 
ftill farther, That all Things are upheld by the Word 
of his Power ; fo that the Work of Preſervation as 
well as Creation are both his own. And who fo 
meet to preſerve and reſtore, as he that firſt created? 
For as all had been nothing but for him, fo all would 
fall to nothing without him : All _ pg» ee 


was in himſelf, 


Di e is to us when tier 
gur Nature into his, and is found in Faſhion as a 


Man. Govp, in this Capacity, makes him Heir f 


| n n impowers him 9 and 


ME [1408] 4 
make us fi te fir down with Nin on ne 
of «th en. 1 * 


e tan Goz, ge was net = all j > On 
and by Nature obtains the Inheritance; but as the 
Son of Man, Gop makes him his Heir, that we, 
who are incorporated with him, might be intitled, 
thro' him, to a Share of the Inheritance. And, to 
scene Partakers of ſo high a Calling, 

He, by himſelf, purgeth our Sins: We ate . foul, 
ſo polluted, by the Corruption of aur Nature, that 
we muſt ſhe cleanſed before ie can exalt us Flelb 
and Blood cannot enter into the Kingdom of 6 D, 
neither can Corruption inherit Incorruption. A Sin- 

ner's Caſe, how gloriouſly ſoever he may glitter in tho 
Opinion of ithe'Wcnld, is, in the Eyes of Gop, 

and euer ſo ſet forth, as a diſeaſed, Ioathſome, and 
rotten Carcaſs, full of foul and peſtilentlal Humours, 
and ſuch as muſt be purged out before Healch or 
Happineſs can be his Portion. We are ſo defiled, 
bath in Body and Mind, in Fleſh and Spirit, that 
unleſs we are purged, no Entrance can be admini- 
ſtered into the Heavenly Places, Where into the Scrip- 
tures tell us, and eee, See ee, 

10 Sr ee eg can enter. 


e is the Ae abe Abd FF Tort of 
the Mercy and Condeſcanſion of the Deity 3 not 
only to viſit us in this loathſome Condition in this 
own Perſon, but, by himſelf, to purge our Sins, to 
become both Phyſician and Medicine; and may well 
juſtify that Exclamation of Aſtoniſhment in David, 
175 OE, aubat is Man, that thou ſo 'regardeft/bin ! 


and now, having executed this greateſt of Works, 
725 W Son, * en away the Sin 
8 - 


FEE! 


of the Wold. ſits:down on che Right Hand of ths! 
Majeſty on High; and takes Poſſeſſion, as our Media- 


tor, of a glorious Eternity, into which, ſaith. the A- 


Pate Fm rau be 1s. far us entremm 
; 1 95 5 * 11 ws Ang 400 a > Petites 
* is Tim 


ene theſe — 
precious. Expectations, theſa Revelations and 8 


ſo much beyond what were granted to Sur —— 
ght to have upon our 


fathers to know explicitly, ou 
we be NN which ad blur d 


N £2 
een \ wK ACTED 29:45 


The third dt laſs Thin 1 Plpeisd. [ 
of Application row the-witley wo wo, wir 


Th * a , " 24.4 
„ 33 * IS | nog 8512 Dis} 214 


Rn er Bury ben u heben: Grieb oj in 


- Thirigs to fear him above alf Fhings ; to fave Hi 
above af Things; and © fre bist above . Tin 5 
eo bone Rar above all Things for die Esse ltere 


of his Nature. He is in a peculiar Marmer the CH. 


ftian's Lord and Go, r no conſuming Fire, but gra- 
cions and terciful He is Gop Rt fort in the moſt 
endeating” Character, that of a Redeemer,” | 20 07 


* Bite 33 {1 nv » + EH ES „int 111 527 1 81 
4 * * 


170 fear him eee an Things, for His Power ; 


he is Able to five and to deſtroy; nay; if he far dat, 


there is no other Saviour; without his Sanne 
theniſelves, into Deftru 
abideth ff af.” = | 4 Bir *. End y TY 7 
P Dl! 5 H& Sis 4 (©. 0 Hi uk 1 
1 Wir Mm ard Thin Brac) esd 
ing great Loe towards ub [fan 


give Bin ſelf as 4 Ranſom for ur ; nay; he gives him 


| fell into u this we are l foul ww Nin and Ini 
| 17S 807 bc rd 10. No ae 
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neſs. 
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"Abd forve bie above Things, ke els 
ceeding Graciouſneſs of his Promiſes ; for the Hope 
he has given-us of obtaining the Treaſures he has 
purchaſed, has: laid 11 8 ar 155 thoſe 1 
in Heaven. 


IEC S014 £45 FV ; : 
Gop Et = his 8 the Pact me 


uſed, —Do my Prophets no Harm, faith he; but what- 


ever Uſage they have met with, howſoever they have 


been perſecuted, _ yet he makes full Account that if 


he ſend his Son, they will reverence him. GOD 


hath. in theſe laft Days ſpoken: to tes by bis Sen; and 


it concerns us deeply to lay up his Words in our 


Hearts, and to bring forth the Fruits of them in our 
— * ds we. qu har e 


. e J 
to be taught of the Son; and when we become 


learned in him, and have obtained the Mind of 
Cunts, here let us reſt, and lork no where elſe. 


In him all. — — 


2 1 - - 


3 Voter has hos og in SM : 


| ar Ears, let the outward itch no longer after othet 
Inſtruction; for in him are all the Treafares of Wiſ⸗ 


dom and Knowledge. GO ſpate, once and twice, 


_ faith. the Pſalmiſt: Once to the Fathers, by the Pro- 


Phet; next, to us by bis Sen; 2 third Time is is not to 
or looked for He is the Truth itſelf, 


ad whoſoever has found that, and will ſeek farther, 


ſhall be ſure to find nothing but Falſhood. _ 
E 
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We cannot follow a better Example, in this 
Matter, than that of the Apoſtle before us, who 
makes Haſte, as it were, to get at CyrisT ; and, 
without any Preface or Preamble, at the very ſetting 
out of his Epiſtle, falls at once upon the Point : Let 
us in like Manner ſeek directly to the Son, left for 
being lighted, in not being ſought after as a com- 


| plete Remedy for all our Wants, his Anger be a 


little kindled, and ſo we periſh from the right Way. 
Bleſſed are all they that put their Truſt in him.— 
Gop grant us all this Bleſſing, thro' Jzsus CHRIS 


our Loxp; to whom, with the Father and Holy 


Spirit, be aſcribed, &c. Amen. 
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The Ward was made Flefb, an diueit amang un (aud 
. we beheld bis Glory, the Gary as of the Quiy-begetten 
A Father) e I 17 40 git 


IEF 
LY 1. G ret 


LE read in the 1oth © 8 
and allo in the 4th. Chapter of che Re 
velation of St. Jabn, of à like Viſion. 
| 8 ©:z. of four ſundry Shapes; that of a 
Man, of a Lion, of an Ox, and of an 
Eagle. Now, it has been commonly e ap- 
ticks, e the * Evangeliſts ; and the laſt of, 
viz. the Eagle, to the Evangeliſt St. Jahn. There 
. i an exatÞProprietyinthis Matter, and ſuch, as cams, * 
| Nara it, in a very particular Manner,'to our preſent 


Notice. The Eagle's diſtinguiſhing Qualities, as der 
ſcribed by Gop himſelf in the Book of Feb, are ſud- 

deny to mount up high above the Power of humart 

„ 4 and then as ſuddenly to drop down 

| Prey. Though the: tower ug Mn 

yon e en Tnftant, Phe fg 


1 ; 2 710180 : ark 21 ng KY 
27 II. R ; 1 
wy 


z clear and lively Manner, the ſwift and wonderful 
Connections between Heaven and Earth, Fleſh and 
Spirit, that are to be found in the Wiitings . 1 
1 * 5 * | 

"He enters upon his ee Sik an n Height, | like 
an Eagle mounted above the Clouds; with an—In 
the Beginning, far beyond Moſes and the whole 
World's Creation: In the Beginning was the Word, 
and the Mord was then, before Creature or Creation, 
with GOD, and the Word was GOD. Immediately 
from this Flight (ſo exceeding high that the cleareſt 
Eye of human Intelle& has much ado to follow him) 
be drops directly down, as it were, from Heaven, and 
lights at once upon the Body of his Fleſh, the My- 
ſtery of his Incarnation. This Word, which was 

Gon, was made Fleſh; beca «Man, and dwelt 
amongſt us. "This altoniſhing Junction of Gop and = 

Man in one Perſon, with his Spiritual Eagle's Eyes, 
be fd and therefore boaſts that he ſpake. no 
more of this amazing Fact than he knew, and teſti- 

fied no more than he had ſeen.” Mi beheld, faith he, 
not the Word, but bis Glory ; and that fach Glory as 
could ſuit with none but him; and {6 every way ſuf- 
ficient to demonſtrate Him the only 8on gf Gov, full 
of Grace and Truth: And this Manifeſtation of Ful- 

nes, not for himſelf but for us; For e 
Bube it we received,” and Grate hen Grace. - 1 

Bat dis 146 N 222 il or * 3 ha 1101 
| N not any Thing tat coggems th. 
Myſtery of Godlinefs, dur Redemption 1% e, 
Cnkisr, but What comes within the Compaſs of, 
and is briefly comprehended under, ede kg Test 
which is now before us. = The * 

RI ry : 4 441 * hall 


5 


— 1 mall therefore, in * . it, ſpeak · di⸗ 
indy; bur' briefly, to theſe three deep and impor- 
tant Points; each of them highly ſuitable to this great 
Feſtival which we are now, in the Time of this mor- 


Tels in the immediate — Wer * 


BY 14-35 20% Lo Fox $# T +345, #3 4 
219 Then, I ſhall FREY to ane it pen that 
this Word, which was made better * 
T4 and truly Goo. ION 083; 2 Z 8 


bis That this Fleſh, which che Word became, 


| mx From the deepeſt, a Grout Gon bas given me 


in the Perton of 8 was made. * 


. . 
1 2 s of 


7 To theſe I Wall add, lefty, a Wolde or t of 

2 Collateral Myſtery; ; how this Word, which 
- was made Fleſh, becomes the Bread 0 Life, 
and is appointed for our Spiritual Food and Su- 
| Renance, Of each af cheſe in their Otger, 5 


4 * - 4 * 3 


A then, Tim to make 1 e e 


ture, (for we have no other Well to draw at) that 


this 1 „which was made F — was * a 
truly G hh, 5 £430 1 TIDE 51 "_ 1 


3 190904 a2. ci hb 1322 wy t a 
The Teflimony which the Text 550 to wy 
Truth, we muſt be content to take as it ſtands before 


us, it being impoſſible to expreſs it in ſhorter, ſtrong- 


ere ot clearer Terms; to alter or change any one of 


. which: would rather obſcure than explain. Verbum, 


e The Word. was made Flaſo; and that ſame 
+ 2 | Word, 


— 


1 
13 


tal Life, whilſt in the Fleſh, celebrating; neverthe- 


Rs] . * 

Word, which was made Fleſh, he poſitively aſſerts 

to be Gon: And this great and Fundamental Doc- 
nine he abides by, and keeps continually in View, as 
- the one only ſufe Ground upon which the whole 
Chriſtian Hope finally reſts; and that from the very 
Beginning of his Goſpel. to the very End of it. All 
therefore we have to do, is to call in and examine 
ſo to ſtrengthen and corroborate each other, that our 
Faith towards this grand Article, in the Sight of Gop, 
may never be 1 HR” Fe = 


bo $ 5 74-38 3 * 11510 * 141 1 of Mi 


View then the 3 Chis, ns Babe, 

has given of himſelf. The only-begotten Son of GOD 

is bis own Form of Exptefiion; and he urges the Ne- 

cgi of our believing in him, as we do believe in 

| the Father, upon Pain of Condemnation. »He de- 

N clares his Power and Authority to be every way equal 
to the Father's, and aſcribes to himſelf all the Divine 
| Attributes, and Perfections; requiring of an = 
ſame Honour which is due to the Father, and accepts 
of Wo Up > from Men with Fayour and A pprobation. 
Lal, Jah he applies to bimſelf that incommuni- 
cable e Charadter—1 AM, whereby God was pleaſed l 
le e all other n to his 


* Wa es vs in J wit * 


8 


* Na 6 Bi for TEES we Wo to — 4 
'Gop, we have received from the e Curise | 


BoA, F 555 aer yromis:! . 
ir n * 242 ET; my 12 i. , > 3 
But, ieee 13 
ben this. Faith, from what his Apoſtles taught con- 
 cetnirig him: For they whoſe profeſſed Buſineſt it 
Was to make known þ * WII to Mankind, did de- 
1 c 2 | 14 clare ; 


155 


1 115 


elare him to be the true and living Gop; particu- 


x7 2 lte 1 «BY 13 4 PR we Hef 5 LY > 7 3 10 : 8 * : 2 N 


ä of the IN of Adam. 


| 
| 
\ 


who! are deficient herein. 


latly Sec. Paus, who having taught that 2 one true 


| and "via Gp, whom. Men ought to worſhip, 


was he who created all Things in Heaven and Eatth, 
does, in the ſtrongeſt and Geatef Expreffions that 
can be uſed, declare that it was ESO CHRIST 
who ( all hen in Heaven and in E arb: "FRO 


SE LS. 


ew tis of the Apoſtles Jig liesi 11 9 1 
Harmony, aſſerting with one Mouth that be is Gov; 


and they who with ſo much Zeal preached that no 


Worthip was due to à Creature, did yet worſhip 
Cn T; whom therefore we do believe to be the 


| Creator, manifeſted i in our Fleſh fot us Men, and for 


out Salvation .And this has been the ſtanding Belief 
of Chriſtians in all Ages; and they have no Jun Pre- 
tence ſo much as to call e by that Wan, 


54 As the Word OE was made Fleſh. 
erul Gov ; fo, ſecondly, the F leſh, which the Word 
„ was truly Man; form'd under the Power 
and 8 of Paſfons and We like the reſt 


#I 9 83 . þ 1 741 1 
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ws . Av hs Father before 74 wats, fo wa 15 3 
alſo perfect Man, of the ubſtance of His Mother, a 


born in the World. Ty . ans 
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Indeed 1 could not be given of a 
real Man, Sin only excepted, than that which the 
Sen of Gon gave; in L's of his Fleſh, What | 


* 
4 5 
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are > the hos Marks and genuine EVE LIE Hu 
nity, from its firſt Entrance when eo ASAT TE 
to its final Exit? What is it compounded of but In- | 
firmity and Want, Care and Trouble, Dread and 
Diſaſter ?- In all theſe Things CnnIsr exceeded the 


deſcend to begin his Life with a Circumſtance that , 

would ſhock any of Us to have a Friend go'thro'? 

His poor Mother, big and at her full Time, turn turn d out 

of an Inn into the Stable, (no Room in the Houſe for 

ſuch Gueſts) there to utter his firſt Infant Cries, | 
amongſt Litter and Dung of Beaſts ? Did he not af- 

£ „ when he had narrowly eſcaped Herad's | 
Cruelty, undergo the Hardſhips of a poor 's 


ordinary Meaſure of his Brethren, Did he not con- 


Child? And when he 8 advanced, as all i 


others, in Knowledge, Strength, and Stature, was 

' he not ſubject to his ſuppoſed Father, and, work'd 
under him at a mean, laborious, Handicraft Trade? 
This was the eaſieſt Part of his Life. When he 
N out and enters upon his miniſterial Office, 
and begins to ſtir in his Heavenly Father's Buſineſs, 
all the Powers of Devil and Man ſeem to be let looſe 


to worry and deſtroy him. We hear now of little 


elſe but Temptations and Afflictions, Inſult and Con- 
tempt, together with a legal and national Deſign 
upon his Life: Whereupon one of the Number of 
his twelve choſen Friends is dealt with, who betrayͤs 
him to, be . tied. with. a Rope, and dragged with 3 
Mob to the Common Hall, where he is buffeted, 
ſpit upon, torn with Thorns, whipp' d, * then r 
med out and nailed to a Croſs,  _ 


What he = havs felt, during this 8 
Proceſs, conſidering the ſweet and tender Diſpoſition 
he was of, muſt have been, exquiſite: 1 And indeed it 


bad 
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had well-nigh, worn out en and preſſcde | 
him, in the Anguiſh of his Soul, to cry out, My, - -Þ 
 GO-D, my. OD, , why haſt thou, forſaken me! All F 
_ theſe are Marks ſufficient to prove him a Man, and 
a miſerable Man too, well acquainted with Sono, | 
* even bruiſed to Death with . ee 
: Ot this Truth his 8 Is = 
ne Fetus, were fully convinced, being ſo far from 
doubting whether he were really Man, that they 
concluded him to be nothing elſe; and therefore 
they blaſphemouſly inſulted him even when hang- 
ing upon the Ga- be the Sen 5 5 GOD, 
| Wen ee e e 3119 1 oy 


e now, Ithink, 1 — ſertled, — two. 
Points, That CHRIS r, the Word, which was made 
_ Fleſh, was both Gop POE it mee 
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The third Place, to aim 8 1 7 
of the Manner and the Purpoſes for which this Union 
of Gon and Man, in the Perſon e eee | 

CFC Ware 1 
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"0 mn toon ao ; 
was Gop from Everlaſting did ceaſe to be ſo by 
his becoming Man: His Godhead did not ſink into 
up in his Godhead, neither were the two Natures 
Gop nor Man: For the two Natures; thus mixed, 
would both of them have deu den 1 Wenn third | 
e _—_ pg 1 po SOC DIET; v7 by 
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But he, by taking th. Mahied"inte' Gen; hach 
preſerves both Natures intire; which Union of the 
two Natures, perſectiy intire in one Perſon, is as 
well illuftrated as it is poſſible for ſo'deep a Thing 


to de, by the Union of the Soul and Body in ourſelves: 
For as we ſay and believe that the reafonable Soul, 


which is of a Nature purely ſpiritual, and the Body, 
that is palpably groſs Matter, by being united, Jo 


make up an intire Man; ſo the Gop of Life and mor- 


tal Man being united together in one Perſon, do make | 
up him who has the Deſire of former Ages, and the 
eee even GE e eee 
W n — "3 | 
And the Neceſſity of ered, - 
if we conſider the Purpoſe for which it was made: 
This is a Point not ſo carefully attended to as it 
ſhould be; nay, we think we do Curisr Honour when 
we ſpeak otherwiſe of him, and exalt his Humanity 
above the ordinary Condition of Man: Whereas it 
© is from the intimate Junction of theſe widely diſtant 
Natures; that all our Hopes of Salvation ſpring. It 
is from bence that the gracious Promiſe'Gop made 
vpon the Fall of our firſt Parents, har the Seed of 
| the Woman 4-40 ys Wwe 3 s Head, baba its 
an e e 8 mg * 
gun fail-in-bis Ability to help us, for our Wants are 
great; and Redemption, upon Examination, will be 
found à fill Work than Creation. The old 
Man is corrupt with his Deeds, and utterly unable to 


ſtand out his Trial 3 but the new Man, formed in 


Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, is of an higher Order 


of Beings which can fall and die no more. Hence 


pear: Wy n of the Redeemer's being Gon yy 
a on 
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Gann „ an a NO 
perfect Creature than the natural Man waits the Iſſue 
of it. Nor does it appear leſs clearly that he muſt be 
very Man: For if our very Nature, with all its 
Meakneſſes, was not helped in him, but ſome other 
Nature of a better Make; then is our poor, weale, 
and contemptible Nature left hopeleſly in its State of 
Corruption. The Pattern does not appear like, and 
we can draw no comfortable Concluſions for Want 
of ſimilar Premiſes: He muſt therefore of Neceſſity 
be, in point of Infirmity, as we are, ſor otherwiſe 
nor could he be touched with ſuch a Feeling of them, 
as became the merciful High · Prieſt promiſed us in 
Cunlisr. He muſt be perfect Man, in all Wants 
and Weakneſſes, that he might ſuffer as he did and 
than Suffering and Death, which is the Sacrifice f 
ourſelves, will be ſufficient finally to deſtroy the 
falſe Image the Fall from Gon has impreſſed upon 
our Souls; and he muſt be very Gon to give us a 
like Aſſurance that this wonderful Change can be 
wrought upon us by Suffering and Death, becauſt 
it has been actually done hereby in him, gur erer 
gracious and merciful Repreſentative. | He ſaved and 
brought back from Death that Body which was pre- 
pared for him, ſo. joined to the Deity 3 it was not 
poſſible he ſhould be holden of it: But if this Body 
were not the ſame. Sort of Fleſh with ours, qur Fleſh 
from this Act can reſt in no Degree of Hope. Be- 
ſides, in Truth, the Acts of an extraordinary Per- | 
ſon can be no Rule or Example for an ordinary 
Perſon to follow; in the very Idea of Imitation, 2 
| Similitude of Nature is involved ; fo that if CyrisT 
ISS NY 15 be . 
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beten Gop ind Man in Truth, he can neither | 
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But, lafth, and to lads The 8 Fa- 
"ne; in Condeſcenſion to the Weakneſs and Dark- 
neſs of our preſent Condition, has been pleaſed to 
confirm theſe aſtoniſhing Connections of Gop and 
Man in one CHRIST, for the bleſſed Purpoſes of our 
eternal Redemption, by appointing this ſame Fleſh 
which the Word became, when ſo united, to be, 
under outward Repreſentations, the true * of 
ent even our 8. Pee n and 1466 eg une 


„ Nr accor. rim receives it, ai 
— Affections ſweetened with the Love of 


Gop and Good-will towards all Mankind) will find 


their Souls ſo ſtrengthened and refreſhed, ks to be 
able to perſevere in the Work of their Salvation, in 
er Cn = ore. eee Happy 
Bs ny this = Divine OV cult 
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po could 0 ares hu 8 a Gift? What 
Plan could have hoped for ſuch Help from above? 
Reaſon cannot ſo much as comprehend it when it is 
told: That the Gop of Life ſhould ſubmit to Mor- 
tality! That the Creator ſhould incloſe bimſelf in 
a Creature I That an eternal Spirit ſhould dwell in 
Food for a human Soul Theſe are ſo many Stum- 
bling · blocks to the natural Man, and can be diſcern- 
ed no otherwiſe than by the Eye of Faith; and to 
apply them is Faith's proper Office. This then is 
the Triumph of our Faith; this the Glory of our 


 Profeffion; for, by this, we have Evidence of Things 
zz ORIENT Orono be, at 
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„ oo 
the Image of the Earthy with us, ſo are we alſo ſure ; 
that we ſhall bear the Image of the Heavenly with 7:7 
him. He took our Nature upon him at this Time, 
that we ſhould enjoy his to all Eternity. To him, | 

: therefore, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, be 
aſcribed, Ee. Amen. | 5 k 
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Th Iu of CHRIST on aineth ur, betauſe we 
_ Thur fullge, that F an didi copy for ull, theitwwere all 
dead; und that he tied for all, ap they whith live 
bull nt henceforth i unto themſelves, a into - 
1 lie Jar Den. 411 DE ,“ x 
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| 7 E have, in this ſingle Paſſage: of Holy | 

8 — eee 

KS 'y Y The Sum and Sublance. of which @, 

= we Natwe;i is — 10 Jin b. Treſpaſſed 3 | 

that the- Son of Gon gave himſelf to redeem, or 
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bring ie back again, from this State of 8 


Life of Righteouſneſs. One would think the great 
Importance of both theſe Conſiderations, thus icin d, 
Thould awaken the Attention of all Mankind; and 


arreſt, as it were, theſe two ſtrongeſt Puſſions in hu 
man Nature, and make fuck a Revelation the Sh. 
ject, at leaſt, of their moſt earneſt Inquiries Bui ĩt 
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Ainſt it or them, than the World bas, in: all A 


| e 80 1 ſhould b bare es Wach est Enter- 


| Reaſons to iclelf. "When 'we bakeld the unkind 
Treatment it has ever receiv'd, and the cruel Recep- 


tion both its Author and his Doctrines have been 
greeted withall, it is enough to conftfain us thus to 


Judge, — That there is ſome” wretthed, baſe, and 


cruel Deſign, cover d up in the Meſſage to Mankind: 
For if CurIsT had come not only to judge the 
World but to condemn it, both which he diſclaims ; 
if he had come only to deſtroy and rend it in Pieces, 
L ſes not how he could have been worſe welcomed. 
oipel were, as the Law, not only. a dead- but 
2 killing Len, A: Miniſtration. of Death. and Con- 


oo. 


an to Jos the Nations, to 
delt Souls, ind drag them down to the Realms of 


i Night, there could hardly have been greater 


Hate ſſiewn, or a greater / Out cry made, whether a- 


raiſed againſt both: Not are we, upon Tnfſpec- 
Ban, far 20 leck for ihe Reaſon.of thiag Ms, quite re- 
gulars and according to the Order of Corruption. 
Theſe Conditions of Salvation are too ſevere, and, 
- like an Over · Tax on ſoreign Goods, amount to 2 
Prohibition. l od Ie DONE TICK FEL | 
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Ll TheSenfudlift has as great 9 ap | 


m_ to:Self-denial- as he has to future Death, the 


Thoughts of either equally trouble him; nor would 
3 be redeemed — 


£658 | now 


wry 


now .conceive of a World to come, upon any ſuch 
Terms, as not living unto himſelf the remaining Part 
of his Time here upon Earth. If this be denied, and 
he chuſe to ground his Contempt of Revelation on 
an Aſſurance that it is a mere Fable, Why then dbes 
he not reject, with Contempt, both the Meſſenger | 
and Meflage together, and caft them at once, as un- 
worthy of Notice, behind his back? Why does he net 
leave the faithful Fondlings quietly to make the moſt 
of their fancied Hopes and their falſe Fears; and treat 
them, with the ſame ſcornful Pity, as they do all/the « 
other Tribes of chimerical Projectors? Here, en, 
- appears plainly the great Rub that Mankind never 
could, and I believe never will, be able to get over. - _ 
The Faith of an Unbeliever, as well as the Hope of a 
poor Chriſtian, will ſometimes fail him: For tho? it 
ſhould be allow'd that Infidelity has Reaſon and Ar- 
gument on its Side, yet there is a certain inward Sen- 
ſibilit) or Feeling, that will not always be ſatisfied 
with its Concluſions. Now the Meſſengers of "the 
_ Goſpel, when they diſcharge their Office faithfully, 
ſeldom fail to touch rudely upon this String; and all 
Nature is alarm'd at the harſh Diſſonance that iſſues 
from it. Tis this ſtirring of Senſe againft Reaſon, 
that provokes the Indignation, and has, in all 2 
produced Hatred unto Death againſt thee” ghaſtly 
Revelationers ; theſe hoſtile Diſturbers of the abſurd 
Peace of a wicked World: © And this Fe ear, this Miſ- 
giving of the Mind, this inſtinctive Dejection of Spi- 
fit, this Foreboding of Wrath to come, is What Man 
can never rid himſelf of: It ſticks as cloſe to him as 
his Nature, and is ſo interwoven with it, that If is ac- 
tually become a great Part of his Conſtitution ; ; inſo- 
much, that inward Senſe will ever fear Gn, 1223 
outwazd Reafan may be A to defy him. 


' | | je” * 
1 1 ? : 


1 . 


— — 


* 2 TIRE 1 * N 8 N ä * 
4 : 5 n ** 6 ; 2 * F S 
„ 438 ** 5 S r * 
7 5 Wt Ld VR wh x - : i 
N br EY ; 
+ * * i : : . F 4 7 
o 8 : 
0 v ; 
i \ 0 5 A 5 
* 3 
+ 
* © 2 * 


There is, — a 1 
whe the Goſpel, and its ſincere Teachers, have met 
with ſuch rough Handling; ariſing from another 
Quarter. The carnal Profeſſors, who make a gain- 
ful Trade of their Godlineſs,; (ſuch as it is) dread no- 
thing ſo much as their being detected; they diſtruſt 
their own ſandy Foundation, and have no better © 
Hope to rely upon than that the whole is a Cheat; 
of which, however, they cannot aſſure their Hearts. 
Under the Direction of this Jealouſy, which is the 


* Rage of a Man, they have ever join d with Infidels, 


to hunt. down, with one common Cry, all thoſe who, 
by Words or Deeds, ſhew they r ; 
Peng. whether Faith or Practiſe. | 1 
But f — ava all Oppokition, pk 8 a / 
open Foes or falſe Friends, the Goſpel is to be pub- : 
liſhed; and I ſhall now, to the beſt of my Ability, 
ſet it forth in its native Simplicity, under theſe two 
Heads, hich the: Text ee . it 
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4 By ſhewing what Havock Sia Pa ence" 
Mankind; inſomuch, as that they are, on this 
2x, het, copier; AS. tad n Gon.— 


State, en Condition Pr: in but 3 hos 
At unte ee bs him "AW: died 1 


them. * ” 3 -£ 
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Vit, then, 1 am to take 2 View of Sin and, 4 
killing Power; and ſhew how, in the Sight of Gon, 


 ittakes aer the Life of the Soul,—For f one died 
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[129 Þ 
gre all d; Firituatly dead in Siu 
ſenſeleſs: of their true State and Condition, and that 
by Nature as well as Practice. Me whole ori 
lieth in + faith St. Toby. —Thay af. all gene 
out of ' thy M. 25 y, ſaith the P, ami. This ſour Lea - 


fo Ut; les ur 


ven has leaven d the whoſe Lump: ; Every Part bf Man, 


Head, Heart, Hands, Inſide and out, "off Felt" off TM 


Mundt, Bruiſes, and putriſying Sores, faith Lieb — | 
The Heart of Man is de eſperately wicked, { at ith, ; jere 
muah. Nay, David carries. it Till farther, Al mn 
Their inward Parts are very I chedite hh ! N | 
finiſn my Teſtimony, hee” is the Eye! Witneſs « E. 
Go Himſelf, 0 aw "that the W: lech Fl 77 


| Man was Treat, an ms every Tmaginatjon. of bis. 
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Heart was ol, | 
* we 17 ele Si nd Fu, 17 
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© How lde / does the Apolite decl fe din to be 


. vl continual! hp... 


| the greateſt of. ils, When he is 7 a 325 to find. 


 mangments,. all Wearinels in his Seryice,..an 
| Murmuringy 050 his Diſpenſations; all the. To 


out any Thing | bag enough to expreſs. it by; aud 85 
is forced, for want of an heigbtning Sinvlitude, 
make it do the Office of Exaggeration upon 1 — 
* that it might appear Fin, ſays be. It is, 1 0 | 
never ſeen in its perfect Odiiouſneſs, but when it 
news its. .own, naked Face and looks Mts itſelf : 80 
that Sin is truly defined, when it is call ed Enmity, ; 
againſt 'G "OD. And under this ſingle: Term is LT 
cluded. all natural Ayerſſon t to his Words | m 
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neſs in our Wills, and all. the, Diſorders in 
fections; all the Vanity, Vileneſs, and 2 


2 


our Thbughts; and! all: the DaklemntaD 4 . 
= Deadnaſs in our Conſclentes 7; the, Ebullition. of 


nd Luſts that ſwell the Heart cantinually, 


and. lov Jn it ae rea 


_— Evil, * * Ms. = ; 
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Work of Sin, fermenting in the Bowels of the dun- 1 
wand Man: Ik is this that makes us kick againſt Gon, 
labour to deſtroy our on Souls, and ſtudy to do 
Miſchief to one another. And if it had not pleaſed 
the Almighty to ſet Bounds to its reſtleſs Powers, 
the whole Univerſe muſt have periſhed wen 10d 
"mY With and contentious Workings. 1 


" See IVE what it has Jone, e 411 | 
the Reſtraint that Law and Precept has laid upon it. 
Go up firſt to Mount Calvary, and there behold the 

Loxy of Glory tied to the Croſs with the Bands of 
our Iniquities! The Sins of Men were the Thorns, 
the Nails, the Spear that wounded him; they were the 

Gall and the Vinegar that he drank ; the Cries, the | 
Groans, the bloody Sweat ; nay, his very Soul was 

preſſed and poured out by Sin; theſe. were his Be- 
trayers and Murderers. From 2 turn aſide, and 
go down to the Valley of Ein, and put your =—_ 
to the Mouth of a and en What l . 


f n ae 42 8 A he” 
 Sappbira? What has peopled the dark Regions with 
ſach Mulritudes of weeping and wailing Inhabitants 7 
Aſk in the Chambers of Death, why all this gnafh- 
ing of Teeth? And che Auster will de, 81. 
Csvetouſneſs, Pride, Luſt, Lying, Envy, Hatred, 
| Milice, and alt Unchatitablenels ; theſe have defiled 
the Soul, rendered it unfit for Bl dneſs, and re- 
1 to this State of Torment. 


de i Qrifly ſpeaking) the Root of in Miſery 


nid Fed eri! World,” 6s well as Gr Gone 


Word which is to come. The wretched Diforders ' 


BEL ears OY nn * of the next, are 
a Tt tits 
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Its genuine tus. Difeafe and Pain, whether of Bo: 
dy ot Mind; Quatrels, Contentions, Opt prethon, 


| F: Rapine, Murder; the Sword, the F: amine, abe Peſti- 


lence, and all the Variety of Calamities . World 
groans under, own no other Parent. Haft rbon not 
procured all theſe Things te thyſelf by thine Iniquities? 
faith the Prophet. What a World has Sin made of 
God's beautiful and all- perfect Creation? How full 
of Violence has it filled it? What Beaſts of Prey are 
the Inhabitants thereof become to each other ? With 
what Briars and Thorns are they continuilly teazing 
and vexing, ſcratching and fearing one anethet? 
What lying and ſlandering, what defaming and 


; defrauding,- what angry Contentions and Fightings x 3h, 


are broken forth, which, like a ſecond Flogdztover- 

ſpread the Face. of the whole Earth? And whener 

comes all this ? The Apoſtle gives us a full Anſwers 

Why even from hence, from your Lufts that; war 

in your Members. Theſe Sort of rotten rut as 

Ty tells us, cannot gow AIR: | 
f el 


The ſhort Sketch of the Ha ok Sint "= made in 
5 r y be ſufficient to convinee us pf its 
deadly Nature and deſtructive Power; and will con- 

ſtrain us thus to judge, with the Apoſtle in the Text, 
that we are hereby become actually dead: Dead indeed 
both to Gon and Godlineſs, and evety bleſſed Iſſue 
of his Love and Good - will towards us; and fo muſt 
have continued ever, dada his Mercy in CHRIST 
Ar d to ſet us br. 4397! FFF 


- Under the Influence of this rot ett in and 
good. Hope, becauſe of thy Word, 1 berge 
cloſe 3 8 why the Hel elp of. hy Rot 
5 eee Sin and Jeath, 
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: prepare for opening, the er Proſpect of 2 he 
demption: And to which e Labour . 
to addreſs myſelf _ 5 BO Beg. 
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Under my cond e Head, Ulerein I am to 
thew that Mankind are delivered from all this Wo, 


upon Condition that they will not henceforth live un- 
to to themſelves, how), 1 2 bim chat died for em. 
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fideration ch as Sn Relief to 'the 
poor anxious and deſponding Soul, whilſt ſtruggling 
* with the Thought, and labouring under the heavy 
Burden and galling Voke of Sin. Nor can we fetch 
5 any other Conſolation rom Heaven or Earth, fuffi- 
cent to quiet the Mind under the Senſe of its own 
Dorruptions. Who can worthily think on theſe 

| "Things, and not, with Moſes at the Sight of the de- 

,uring * on Mount * e eee 


» 


* 
1 8 
ky, 2 *& * 74 % + 
- Pt PSS * * 1 5 7 * I 5 bd % * * 9 — * 
: &F 8 4 : : 
” 2 wie | LT. K a5" % 6 E Sa. 4 5 
. © 2 2 n 415 a. be! 25 Mo + he Rk gar * 8 N 5 Nr 


- But here- GA I in. — 5 needful Time of 
＋ rouble, ſteps in; catches hold of us with ſinking 
: Peter, and ſuves us that we periſh not: And, with 
this Help from Gop, the Soul begins to triumph and 
ay, Whont bave I in Heaven' but thee, O LORD, 
vr what upon Earth that I can defire in Compariſon of 
tber! Here in the Midſt of Life we are in Death; of 
| whom'can we ſeek for Succour- but; from thee, O 
| | Lokd; who, for our Sins, art juſtly diſpleaſed: Vet, 
21 O merciful Saviour, thou wilt not deliver us unheard, 
1 or thou knoweſt the Secrets of our Hearts, into the 
— bitter x Paing of eternal Death ! 
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CH RIST came into the ofhi ts ſave Shimers © * To 
mate that flrarght, that Sin had made rough 78 
crooted; to bring Deliverance” fo the Captives ; ; to 
finiſh "Tranſgreſſiont ; to bring. in everlaſting Right- 
eouſneſs; and to preach to the Poor the acceptable | 

Year of the LORD : Preſuming, I fay, that we be- 
lieve that the Son of God was manifeſted to deſtroy 
the Works of the Devil; to aboliſh Death, and 
bring Life and Immortality to Light, and ſhall-« come 

finally to be our Judge, I ſhall offer nothing in Proof 
of all theſe great Truths, but proceed immediately 0 
the Conditions to be performed on our Side, and 


which are much more our Concern to look well to 4 2 


For our Lon p has promiſed in his Goſpel all theſe 
Things, and which Promiſe he, for his Part, will moſt 
| ſurely keep and perform; but what is required on 
our Part, that we will not henceforth live unto our- 
| ſelves, but to him that died for us; this is not ſa well 
eſtabliſhed. It behoves us therefore to give the more 
earneſt Heed to this Side of the Covenant, or elſe all 
theſe gracious Promiſes may ſtand ſure, and we at the 
ſame Time let ſlip the Benefit of them. If we hope 
to be delivered from our Priſon, our Priſon Garments 
muſt be changed, and a Robe of Righteouſneſs put on 
in their Stead. CHRIS came to redeem us tis true, 
but then it was to be from all Iniquity: So he came 
to ſave us, and that too from our Sins; and if we are 
not cleanfed from Unrighteouſneſs. by his Coming, 
all Denunciations againſt it remain in full Force 
and to the Workers of Sin the 2 85 Ferre, Nee | 
is  Deata, wil en 9g nen e 
Redemption and Beger, a fo link'd e- 
Wes that all the Art of Man can never ſeparate them, 
even in Idea. He that'i is not, þy Grace, 3 
= e 6 


N j _ 


2 as. you we yours periſh, everlaſtingly. 


plain and peremptory.—f 
Fall dia, The Pretence therefore to! Chriſtianity 
25 without Godlipeſs, n greateſt Abſurdity in the 
| this and = glorious Privilege it is, He Hall not 
chat enn to Freedom in this City of God, is, 
"or 9p walk wot after 855 Fieh, but after the Spirit. 
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ak a Newneſs of Life, 6 can ae ke 
venly Kingdom, whereinta no unclean Thing can 


all Ages of the Church, who have made it ſerve as the 
Life. Convince ſuch Men of Sin, and then urge the 


.of living any longer therein, and preſently | 


they take Sanctuary in the Promiſe that aur died 


. to ſave Sinners; never diſtinguiſhin between peni⸗ 

tent and obſtinate ones, though the bi | 

Feat, and their Diſtance as far aſunder, as are the | 
bn 0 9 e hn From tp 0 . Wes of 


ifference be as 


{> oy 


offibly enter.. The old Man is too puff d with his 
Deeds, eyer to think of paſſing through the ſtrait . 
Gate that leadeth to Life Eternal; But the Doc- 
tripe of Redemption, by Caz1gT, has been moſt 
thamefully abuſed by carnal Pretenders, throughout 


| Rrongeſt Plea againſt the Neceflity of Holineſs of 


4 Take wy Heed dates th yo Wehe not 'Þ 


88 and make a miſtaken Confidence do 
Office of Infidelity ; hereby ordering Matters ſo 
rouſly, as that Wan the Juſt wwes N * 


\of Gop, eee are 
ye live after tb Flad ye 


The Tn 


of the Redeemed is 


ation; but then the Character 


ng _ it appear What a/mighty Change muſt be 


deed 


en * — N We are Meat, or in- 


| deed capable of being Partakers of the Promiſes of 

the Goſpel; all which are briefly included in that 
"ok Form of Expreſſion in the Text Net living 
unto ourſelves, but to him that died for us. | And this 
Change in our Nature muſt be the Work of Gop 
himſelf, and is ſo ſet down throughout the whole 
Bible. He indeed · worketh all our Works in us that 
are to any good Purpoſe. St. Paul calls this Change 
a. Reſurrectlon; Tou hath he guickened who were dead 
in Treſpaſſes and Sins. And our Liturgy expreſſes it 
ſtill ſtronger: We meekly beſeech thee, O Father, 
to raiſe us from the Death of Sin to a Life of Right- 
_ eouſneſs.” And there is as great Power required, 
and as much Divinity "manifeſted, in e a 
_ dead Sond, : as s in ene a dead Body. 


Their i n indi moving Paſſage in the Ds 
Ezekiel, xxxvii. 3. ſo ſtrongly expreſive of the Mat- 
ter now before us, that I ſhould not do, Juſtice to my 
Sudject to paſs it by without Notice; though, as it is Te 
not read in the ordinary Courſe, it will ſound new in 
| Your Ears. Son of Man, propheſy unto oye Bones; _ 

ay unto them, O, Je dry Bones, hear the Word of the - 
LORD ! It was a ſtrange Service he was put upon. 
But yet he propheſies: And the Breath e " Life was 
breathed into them, and they flood upon t err ; 4 
great Army. Theſe Bones, faith the ene are $i | 
Hoſe of Irael and of Judah. CO 
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8 When 9908 Miniſters. — the Gesel are bent forth | 
to preach the Croſa, and not living to themſelves, to 

a rioting and ſenſual World, it is even, 5 | 
conſidered, as likely a Service as if they had b 


ſent y 
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PS the Tombs, to propheſy to the * 
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' Duſt of th ie Deac 
Power to. accom oe and quicken the Word ſpoken, 
their Suoc eſs would likely be the ſame as if they. had) 
delivered their Meſſage to the Fowls of the Air or tha 
Fiſh of the geg; or, from the Stones of the Me, 
_ attem mpted to preach | up Children unto — — 
But Gov. is ever. Preſent with his Word, and can 2 
1 readily ſpeak; a new Creature out of an old one. 
El "= Pe the. ol goo. Wie gut ; of the, | 
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g 1 5 5 On this 8 of the Almighty F: 1 8 (drawing, | 
WE; 5 us into the ſweet Mercy of the Son, through the 
1 = ' Grace of that Holy Spirit who amends our Lives ac-. 


25 - + Sabine to his Holy Word, all our Hope of in, £ 


1 = . tion leans,” And this Divine Powe er and 


 _ the Olfice of Converſion there; to reſtore it 
1 that ly Image which it bore i in its firſt Cre-, 
= . and to make u gain as * and * 
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The Wimas fich unto him, J dnew that! Meſſar 1+ 
meth, which is called: CHRIST : _ * 3 


ene, le will teach ur all Things, 


{HE Subject of Canverfation 1 
& our Saviour and this Woman of Samg- 
ria, (to whom, by the Way, he opens 
hy ) himſelf with a Degree of Plainneſs, as 
ee ell as Depth; with which none elſe 
were favoured) turns upon Duty and Worſhip; and 


which, in Conformity to my Text, I ſhall make the 
Subject of my enſuing! Diſcourſe... In bath which _ 
Particulars, I ſhall endeavour to make it appear, Man- 


kind were ſhamefully deficient, till the Afar, whe 
is called CunIsr, came to inſtruct them. He is | 


come, and has accordingly told us all Things (Which TY 


none elſe ever did, of could) that pertain either to 

Duty or Worſhip, He has kept back nothing from - 
=_ that anywiſe belong to Life or Godlineſs, whether 

1 Ws . ane ncern- 


L 140 ; 


* 29x us being in all Points fully revealÞ by bie Mai- ; 
other- 


85 my ot Mania in. the May and ne 
wile. * 5 . 51 of Po | 


55 


Let us t hat ; 05 whkie * th EY Wi. 
Wen — of theſe Matters, their Duty to Gop and- 
* before our Saviour' vOuming: into the World. 


Now, this necetliry Branch of Knowle N55 tho' 
. cultivated with ſome Care by many of the Heathen 
 Philoſophers,;yet got but little Footing in the World. 
All Men indeed, under Pain of diſpleaſing the Gods, 
were to frequent the Temples; every one went to 
their Sacrifices and Services; but none there made 
: 3 their Buſineſs to teach Men to be good or virtuous. 
If they were but diligent in their Obfervations and 
: Ceremonies ; punctual in their Faſts and Feaſts, and 
all that Sort of Solemnity, which at beſt can be but 
term'd the External, or rather Drapery, of Religion, 
they . were aſſured that the Gods were pleaſed, and 
they look'd no farther. Few went to the Schools 
_ of the Philoſophers to be inſtructe d in their Duties, 
and to know what was good or evil in their Actions: 
The cheaper Bargains \ were to be had in their Tem- 
1 and thither therefore came all mT.” ny 


x 
63 Whey 
- WE 


Luſtraons and e TED 410 W like int 
| n were found much eaſier than'a ſteady 
Courſe of Virtue, in contradiction to the whole Bent 

of corrupt Nature; and an expiatory Sacrifice that 
aton'd for the Want of it, was much more conve- 
nient than a ſtrict and holy Life. No Wonder then 
that Religion became every where diſtinguiſhed from 
honeſt Sincerity, and was preferr d to any Truth to 
by grafted in the inward Parts 4 and it was dangerous 
: Hereſy 


* * 


* E 3 rn 5 * ty 2 45 * 88 4 og * 1 * * 

* 7 7 8 * 0"; * 5 E - 

5 J # 7 135 SS > „ 
4 4 * 8 

& £ 

1 * 


1 Hereſy ans ea the- watt May 
© outward Chriſtians ſtand clear of a like Miſtake Fo 


in their . 1 eee, | 4 
ne much of Vibes eee s „ oes 


Societies; together, and to contribute to the Quiet of 
Governments, the Civil Laws of Commonwealths 
taught and forced upon Men; but as theſe Laws 
were made by thoſe who had no other Aims but their 
awn Power, they reached no farther than would juſt 
ſerve to tye Men together in ſocial Subjection; or; 
at beſt, ey d only the worldly-Proſperity and te 
Happineſs of thoſe committed to their Charge. But | 
Reli igion, conſidered as an inward Principle of Good 
neſs, was no where, that we know of, taken Care of 

by the Force of natural Reaſon: And by the little that 
has hitherto been done in it from the Power of this 

Faculty, we may venture to > conclude chat i it is a Mat- 
ter above: its Hand, ;& gets ee 


„ 11 333 ve 8 
: aſl Meſſenger ſent 3 8 with manifeſt ang 
| vikble Tokens of Authority from him who writes 
his Laws in Men's Hearts, and demands no Duty 5 
but where he gives the Power of Obedience, is a 
more worthy Way of dealing with Mankind, than 
leaving Things ſo infinitely intereſting, to be made : 
out by the long and intricate DeduQtions of Rea | 
for ſuch Strains the greateſt Part of Mankind 5 
neither Leiſure to weigh, Ea to ©. Jud 5 and | 
9 OT" Ty to be ne re. ILY 
4 a Ys Kh . 
„ e Wem 0 ethe Alcan: 5 the wiſeſt 
of Men, before CHRIST, in finding out what was 
right and good; not two of a Mind: And had they 


been unanimous, what would it bare profited? N 
Mo | 5 


* 


4 
LS. 
1 
iY 
7 * 
7 
— Y 
1 
1 
4 
1 
: 
1 
[ 
147 
1 
- ol 
11 
= 
2+ TY 
$2" EN 
1 
14 
5 I 
, > 
* ” 
: 
19 
1 
© 
:- 3 
- 
* - 
> V2 
. 
1 
I 
=" 
3 
1 


om ag 


— 
8 2 - — 

— . EA ty 9 ey. 

n * — 


— 20 — Be EARS 4-4 »o ot 
" 4 Pp 1 —<__\;- „„ = 
. AN Pe 0s. AARP TRAIN - - — 
p K 2 * : j . 
* 7 * 
1 > 
: * 


— 0 uſer. * 
n 


EE IST 
— * —__ 


5 f. Fo. % ING 


3 if, ſince, the Chriſtian \ Philoſophers „ | 
a_ the Antients in this Point, yet what they 3 > 
added they have entirely borrowed from R „ 
though they are not always ſo ingenuous a8 to con- 


feſs it. All Truths may properly enough be call'd 10 


Rational, when Truth and Reaſon are made to ſig- 
nify the ſame; but it does not hence follow that Man, 
who is departed from the Truth, can now, by his Rea- 
diſcover them. Every Man may obſerve many 
Trucks told him, which Reaſon catches at and em- 
braces, which yet might have been beyond his own 
Strength ever to have diſcover d. Native and ori- 


ginal Truth, believe me, is not ſo eaſily w wrought out - 


af the Mine, as we, who . to us ready 
faſhion d to our Hands, are apt to imagine. How 
often, at an advanced Age, are thinking Men told 

what they wonder they could have ſo long miſſed 

thinking of; which yet their own Contemplations 
PRE pres e e oO 5 


ee e Cnr 


1 WES 5 the bine, 55 celigi- 
_ ous Obligations, by mere natural Light, have made 
| but aflow Advance and Progreſs in the World ; as is 
_ ealily to be accounted for from Men's Neeeflities, 
Paſſions, Vices, and miſtaken Intereſts, which forci- 


bly turn their Thoughts another Way: And the de- 1 


a. as well as their corrupt Followers, 
* r — 
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{1 "Bat be che C uſe wh ie will, r PO 1 Fo 


reer | 
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— in-their. getagt and proper Buſineſs, of knowing 
they muff de to be ſaved. And if all the wilt 
of Rehaviur that ever we ns eee 


Nei Teſtament, with what was deliver d by Can 
and taught by his Apofiles 3 a College made up, for 
the moſt Part, of illicerate hut inſpired — 
But ſuppoſe it otherwiſo; andi that, out of the Sayings! 

of the wiſe: Heathens, who-liv'd before the Coming 


of nns, there might be à Collection made of alt 
me religious Duties that are to be ſbumd im the” 
| Goſpel, yet a Saviour would ſtill be wanted to atone | 

for gin, to apply them to the Heart with Power, and 


3 compared with thoſe obe 8 <A | 


carry them into Practice; . bs 


ye knows bar when yo do, theſe Thing. 
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Le it bagranted, choogh not Ses Use U Bight 
copti-of the Goſpel were known here and there to; 
Mankind, and were pick d up and put together, what: 
would this do towards giving the World real Righte-- 


ouſneſs ? Or towards making Mankind ſubmit chnar- 


ee 


JT ſhall not urge the Impofibility of collecting from 
. ſo far diſtant. front one anathef in 
Time, Place, and: Language, their reſpediive' Senti- 3 
ments; but rather abide by it Nhat if. they were 
ſo gathered, it wauld be of ver little Servige towards: 


regulating the diſorderly Wills and Affections of 


fully to the Will of Gop in all his ſevere Diſpenſa a 
tions? May Gon help us; we wont Grace moses 
e e enen chan Precepr! 5 


| | ſinful Men, e has * bees found: fronger: 


chan 


2 
e * 
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n . r Whinee, indeed, „ 
ſhould they derive their Authority, or on what Fre- 
tence demand Obedience? Could their ve 
Authors give it? If not, Mankind were leſt looſe, 
to hæarken to, or reject, juſt as it ſuited their Plea- 
ſute, Intereſt, Paſſions, Principles, or Humours. 
They were under no Obligation; and, I think, no 
Character a Man could obtain from reaſoning againſt 
the Grain of Men's natural Deſires, would perſuade 
them to bring themſelves under any. But if they 
could charm ſo wiſely, yet another Abſurdity imme 
diately ſtarts out of the Conceſſion, Then all their 
ates ang 20 NERD © certain and true: 5 . * 


* 2k al Gb, yes Sill take et . 
ings of Epicurus, many whereof are quoted by See- 
ca with Approbation and Efteem, as Precepts of 
the Law of Nature, you muſt take all the reſt of his 
Doctrine for ſuch too, or elſe what becomes of his 
| _ perſonal Authority? Here, they ſay, Reaſon is to di- 
ſtinguiſn; Which is leaving the Matter juſt where 
we found ity that is, to every Man's private Judg- 
ment; for # Body of Ethicks, prov'd from Principles 
of Reaſon to be obligatory, and reaching all the Du- 
ties of Life, I believe no one will ſay the World had, 
. before our Sayiour W down with him from 
75 Heaven. 5 r 5 
Ti not 3 3 wat there's were ud <A 
down. ſcattered the Sayings of wiſe Men confſorm- 
Re”; able to Truth, and which, perhaps, they as little re- 
rded in their Conduct, as we do better Sayings at 
this Day; for as the Laien of Juſt and Right are 
at the — Time Laws of „ 'tis no 
„ in . | Won- 


[ 145] 


Wonder. bat Men of Parts, and ſtudious of Virtue; 
ſhould, by Meditation, in ſome "Particulars judge 
right, even from the obſervable. Conveniency and 
Beauty of it. And our Saviour ſeems to expect it 
from al Mankind, i even of your ſelber, faith he, 
Judge ye not what'is right ? But theſe Opinions, how 
ever excellent in themſelves, could i never form a Rule 
that would oblige all other People t to walk by. What- 
ever is thus to be made a Standard to which all Men's 
| Manners : are to be conform'd, muſt derive its Autho- 
rity either from unqueſtioned Reaſon, or from clear 
Revelation ; for tis not every Writer, e or Compiler, 
that is thereby erected into a Law-giver to Maikind; 
and a Dictator of Rules. Whoever pretends to Tx: © 
up in this Kind, muſt either prove that he builds his 
Doctrine upon Principles of Reaſon ſelf-evident, 
and deduces all the Parts of it from thence by clear 
and evident Demonſtration; or elſe muſt ſhew his 
Commiſſion from Heaven, that he comes, with Au- 
thority from Gop, to deliver his Will and Com- 
mands to the World. In this Fulneſs no one, be- 
fore our Saviour, ever did, or went about to give us 
a perfect Rule in all Things, whether they concern 
Hoey or Soul; this Miſes, or . to come. 


ö 7 
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1 am, „bers far, from Jtvying 3 of * 1 
Gon never ſo far forſook his People, as to leave 
them without à Witneſs of himſelf ; all I ſay is, 
That no one ever did, or undertook to give it us en- 
tire; or ever made out all the Parts of it, or ſhew d 8 
the World their Obligation to obey. There was no 
ſuch Book ſet forth as an unerring Rule, to which 
Mankind might have Recourſe; or any ſuch Law as 
* be a ſure Guide to thoſe who had a Deſire to 
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go right, and a certain Reprover to thoſe who would 
; * —— * 54. wu $6 5 ran A 4 ; 4 Fg 
g9. wrong, before our Saviour's Time. 


This great bee Cuxisr has amply fup- 
_ phyd in the New Teftament. . We have, from him, 
a full and ſu cient Manifeſtation 'of every Kind of 
Duc, whether to Gop or Man; and that highly 


conformable to Reaſon and our own Senſe of Things, 


ſo ſoon & Gop has open'd our Eyes, and the Things 


> 


n, Cann t | | | 
cher fo alceralh'd fil che Publication of the Goſpel, 
Ie, how, thoſe'whb are forward to think that the 
| Dotttines, Wich are iccurding to Godlineſs, were 

full And clear before the Coming of CHRIS r, be on- 


Iy aſk'd;=Whither they would have directed Man- 


kind, for Satisfaction in their Doubts, concerning 
Duty amd Obligation? Where were they to find the 
Law they were to live by, and by which they were 


to be charged as guilty, or acquitted as innocent If 


they ure ſent to the Sayings of the Wiſe, they are 
ent into a Wood of Uncettainties; if to the Reli- 
Flons of the World, to ſomething yet worſe ; and if 
to their own: Neaſon, they are referr'd, indeed, to 
chat las ſome Light, but yet has hitherto failed all 
Mankind in a perfect and fatisfactory Rule of Con- 


2 


of Gop, and the Divine Life in our Souts, are made, 


duct: 0 


. 
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Ties] 


duct: Nor can any Thing produce it, bet * petto 
coming from Heaven, in the Power of Gon, in full 
and eleur * and Detwonſtration of the Spirit 
of Wiſdom.” vo A 
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As fene can W Sits bet Gos > au 8 none 
can direct the Sinner into the Ways of RightEouf- 
neſs but that Almighty Power, which, with the In- 
formation, jottts Ability to perfotm. And were all 
the Duties of human Life clearly demonſtrated, and 
— 'Obetlience were the Iſſue of ſuch Knowledge, 
s Method of teaching would be proper only 
— thofe-few Who had much Leiſure, improved Un- 
derſtandimgs, and were ufed to abſtract Reaſotiing : 
But the Iaftrudtion of the Bulk of Mankind, whoſe 
Souls are equally precious in the Sight of their Ma- 
ker, were beſt _ AY to troy r W _ r 
be the Geipel. gy "MM: | 
| The Yeah 6 e. Ser, the e Kg Sight 
"Rt Blitid;-and raifing the Dead, with a Word, are 
Matters of fach 4 Nature 28 tived "tio Art of Logick 
to help to fotm this Conckufion, That he Who can do 
Fuch Things, miſt do them by the AlHavics of a 


Divitie Power. Theſe Things 1e Meal e che wü ' 


ordinary Apprehenſtons ; and, to "every but who is 
perſuaded” that Crizsr was ſent by Goß to be x 
King and a Saviour of thofe who BURNS in bin „ all 
de Colnmandrients Ar ny, ED * 
11 this'Staks ors tibeds no more but to 855 te | 
. — Books to be inſtructet: All _ 8 
Reightebuſneſb, Holineſs Sobrt 
meet Gu there with open Face ati 02071 dls 
: ing. b rg erer vey ſuteft, 
e We: Toots of wr 
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ſafeſt, and moſt effeQual Way of teachiiig the Hearts 
of Men the Truth and Knowledge of Goodneſs, 


whether it reſpect their Maker or their Fellow- 


Creatures? Eſpecially if we add this farther Conſide- 


ration, that as it ſuits the loweſt Capacities of reaſon- 
able Beings, ſo it Meng 2 ad and 285 
even Wiebe. „ ine : 


2 


12 v4 \ 
T 


5 aegis a e ieee cannot 9 | 


N e to the Authority of. this Doctrine as Divine; 
which, coming from the Mouths of a Company of 


ſimple and illiterate Men, is a Miracle in itſelf, ſee- 


; ing they deliver d Things which it was above the 
Power of Reaſon of itſelf ever to have diſcovered, 
and yet, which Realpm cog not but e to er 


„ 5 
4 3 2 ; 9 85 ; 4 

' : . 
Ix T9 4 


"The G Gedit ahd W G Hu Apo- 
ſtles had over the Minds of Men, by Means of a 
converting Power going along with their Inſtructions, 
Was ſo ſufficient, to their Purpoſe of teaching, that 
they la 7 under no Temptation of mixing (as we find 
in other Religions) any Conceits, any wrong Rules, 
any Thing tending to their own Bye. Intereſt, or that 


of a Party, in their Doctrine. No Tincture of Pre- 


poſſeſſion or Fancy ; no Footſteps of Pride or Va- 
nity ; no Touch of Oſtentation or Ambition, ap- 
(Pa to have had any Hand in it. It is all pure, 


all ſincere, nothing too much, nothing wanting; 


DS Cn TF ow 


but ſuch a complete Rule of Life, as the wiſeſt of 


Men muſt acknowledge to tend entirely to the Good 


of Mankind, and the moſt Simple may embrace with 
Confidence; and that all would be happy, if all had 


but the Grgce t to practiſe it: Inſomuch that we can- 


not help conc 


"TR 


BY 


Goodneſs is depart _- the Heart, good Under 
_ from the Head i is gone with it; there being 
fuck Thing as real Wiſdom, but that which hs | 
Foe! its Baſis and' F oundatiori the Love and Fe bet r of 
Gen. No 18 53 8 1 5 N 10 SEE 18 | fy, 
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ee now” gone avid his 4 and argumen- 
tative Part of my Deſign, (and which yet, upon — 
Account, muſt not always be neglected; eſpecially 
when the very Foundation of our moſt * 
is ſo openly attacked, in the Way of Reaſon and Ar- 
gument) I ſhall now, befote I conclude, fefreſh my. 
ſelf a- while with a thankfuf Remembrance of _ 
ineſtimable Benefits ON οονν v ae cia oi 


leit To 37:7 wan £ w_ Nt : 10 940. 


Sbeilg then that it was for this bebe; that the 
Son of Gop was manifeſted in the Fleſh; that he 
might deſtroy the Works of the Devil, we need only 
to inſpect our own Hearts to know what theſe Works 
were; and, at the ſame Time; to be conviſiced that 
to deſtroy them was an Undertaking hi ghly' "worthy 
df the Son of Gp. I e Infincerity " Cruelty;/Pride, 
Senſuality, and Selfiſhneſs, thit Me taken up err 
Quarters there; and ſtubbornly keep Poſſeſſion, will 
ſoon fatisfy us, upon, cloſe Inſpection, that nothing 
ſhort of the Creator's 8 Hand can diſpoſſeſs and re- 
place them with Honeſty, Tenderneſs, Merkneſs, 
Humili . milndedneſs, and univerſal Ben 
volence. 0 3g. A 1891 fig £ 950 ent tan > 
1% gi o eu blo? 2. 2 5d a 1: I iQ $20n 

The Image of Gov, Father, Soft, and Holy" Gott, 
was viſibly i imprel d upon Man zt his firſt Creation, 
but was defaced by his turning from the Light, ah 
ſubjecting himſelf, through! 'Defite, to the Power ah 
Dominion or Darkneſs; the ſad Influence of "which 

K 3 has 


A 


1130 


has ever fince ſat heavy, qn his Soul; 8ö that Man 
fell from the Similitude of Gon, his proper Parent, 
and put an the ghaſtiy Features of the Prince of Dark» 

. neſs, his new Father ; who hath begotten him, thro? 
Sin, to be an Heir of Death and Deſtruction. Now, 
to redeem or bring him back again from this wretch- 
ed State, and renew in bim that heavenly. and divine 
Nature which he had. utterly loft, was a Work of 
equal Difficulty with making him at firſt 5, and 
therefoge.. could be effected by no ſeſs Payer than 
that af the cternal Sen gf Gon by whom Go 
made the Worlds, and by whom he hath redeem- 
he hath done, by 5 of us again t A lively 
Hope of Heaven, by a new Birth of himſelf in our 
Souls 3 and-hath - hereby deſtroyed the Work of Sa- 
zun 21 ng * ee an Ke Foie | 
1 walls wh _ Difrns — . wholly 

| 5 this glorious Theme; but the many Prejudices 
ine Bnemies of this-great Myſtery, of Godlineſs have 
Faiſed, againſt thia merciful. Method of Salvation, 
dave detained we from khis aceptable Taft. tu | 
2 The vograteful and, copgeit ll Regfoners. of this 
"World have b come ſp wicked, as even to make it a 
Queſtion, at this Dayg-+Whetherthe Coming of the 
| Meſfias has been any real Advantage to Mankind or 
not? Or whether what he has told us of the Will of 


Som might not have bgen 28 welhdiſcayer'd hy our 
on Sagagity? And. by, addrefing. themſalyes with 
gruel Cunning t the. Pride of human Nature, which 


die gteateſt Foible, and by telling tbem they are 


Fel laßeie ut, andiin na Need tg he told any . 
281. 8 75 ruths 


L 151 ] 
Truths, have, tis to be fear d, proſelyted mapy, 0 
Abet . 


ow % 
en. 


But let the es 1 gy ela kw their 13 


bour in the Loks is not in vain, regard not ſuch vain. 
Babbling ; but rather rejoice that the Meſſias is come, 


according to the Woman of Samaria's Expectation 
in the Text, and hath told us all Things that may be 
required of us: Giving us, at the ſame Time, 
Power, by ſhedding Love to Gon, and Good-will to 
each other, in ſuch Abundance in our Hearts, as 


makes us joyful through Hope, and patient in Tri- 


bulation here, and hereafter. bleſſed Everlaſtingly. 
And r could the Lonp do more for us ? 


Let us itt look to ons dia we heartily en em- 
brace theſe good Tidings, and the Fruit of ſuch 
Faith ſhall be good Living now, and the End Ever- 
laſting Life: For as ſure as the Wages of Sin is Death, 
ſo fure is the Gift of Gop Everlaſting Life, through 
JIxsus Cunisr our Lonp; to whom, therefore, 
with the _—_ _ _ Holy ay be * S. 


Amen. 6 
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By Grace are ye ' ſaved' through . 
gf yourſelves ; ; it is the Gift of Ec oa 


W 22118 D. a7 41a 
ILL that. lis good in un row! all that 
„ has any Likelihood or Reliſn of Sal- 
A T vation, is purely the Gift of Gon in 
(24.444365Þ CHRIST; for every Thing of thaʒt 
Kind dropp'd out of our Nature and 
ä extinguiſbed when we fell from him into the Nauphs 
tineſs and Miſery of this finful World. It is all 
Grace and Gift, whether Fuith or the Salvation that 
is the bleſſed Iſſue of ĩt To fancy otherwiſe is not 
from Go, this is of ourſelves; and all the wretched 
Conſequences. of ; ſuch miſtaken Notions" may be 
ſtrictly ſaid to be our on. To z guard againſt this 
fatal Etror, the Apoſtle urges on his Aſſertiin in the | 
Text, with telling us that it is noe of. Warks,.and - 
that for this excellent Reaſon, ol * 
boat. 3 wn Nan un WOE Won Wir 


* 


* E. 


8 
wy 4 1 1 


The Chr ian kts Pe Boaſt of ay all Day | 
long, but of nothing elſe, unleſs, perhaps, with the 
Apoſtle, 


* . * «> EF 3 8 
3 * = M . . „5 — . A, 8 
2 ky 


in 8 may — wore @ be Cop to 
reſt upeſn him. Ou Heagts, qut of which ' We the 
Uſues gf Life and Death, are not by Nature 
his Sight, and who can i a clean Thing out of 
ap uncleza.?- Not one; ſaving Health is not in us, 


Nor can it be worked out of us. We ourſelves there- 
fore muſt become once more Gop's Workmanſhip, | 
| and paſs a ſecond Time under his all creating Hand; "= 

be made new Creatures in Cn befare any Thing 
- yell pleaking to Gon can be done Tir'us or by us. Fj 


| Gow has before ordain'd the Works, ani CHRIST 
alone i it is that enables afterwards to walk 3 in them. 
This 18 the immoveable Foundation upo n which the 
eternal Solpel ſtands, CHRIST in you the H. 
Ghry; be is the Blood,” Life,” and LIT 
whole Myſtery of Godlineſs': But then this is not 4 
2 Boch bal theu propared me. Fo makt the pe 
Man there muſt be a Body wherein theſe. mult act, 
ta compleat the whole Deſign of Redemptibrn.—— 
Car is doubtleſs,”av he himſelf declares) 1h R.. 
aud the Life;' whether it reſpect a Return 
to'the-Life'of Righteouſneſs here or hereafter j We- 
| ther in Tims or Eternity. But ſtill as by Nun came 
Death, "by" Min alſo cant the Reſurrettivr bf the 
Dead. The” no Man quickneth his own Soul, yer, 
when it is qufekensd, he fhall find Buſineſs 9 
wo give Propriety to the Exhortation that follows; 
Wherefore, my beloved Brethren, bs ye fltdfafe, vi 
moveable, always abounting in the Wark of the FORD, 
Faraſmuch as you know that your Labour is not in vain | 


71 4 4 — aj #4 . 28 a f * 41 ay # . i j 
ö * 11 g + +1 136k # M1 CAAET TIS 1344 14 3 4 
; WOES MI, 2 Sa Fant A +4 22 97 10 10 s 
5 + . 1 1 cl * 23212 44 6 fog A 4-4 1 +. as 4 0 hen « 


Ls). 


When Gans a. is ſhed powerfully jodki- hs 
Soul it ſtin and moves in Nature, not unlike. to 
an actiye Medicine poured. into the Bowela ; where, 
tho' it ſeems: to do all, yet it leaves Works/cnough 
to engage all the Powers of the Patient before the 
morbid Matter be finally expelled,, anOHealth and 
Soundneſs of Yody perfectly reſtored. 0% one 5 


"14 But-a diſtinguiſhing Head is not to be.hoped for 
without an honeſt Heart; and it is purely. for the 
Want of one or both. theſe, that the World has ever 
been, from, Time to Time; Giſtracted andiperplexed 
with the Niſputes of the Religious, about. the 18: 
ſpectiye Shares that Faith and good Works have in in 
the Buſineſs, of eternal Salyation. at dei 
4.128 _ Of7 * 29H 20% 2211 12 N «1 45 oval. 15 — 25 
Nam, ag the ſeverah Texts. that ſpeak f bas 
9 when, met with alone, and, ftraggling a it 
_ Were from each other, do give Riſe and Caunte- 
nance to theſe. Miſtakes, it may not he an unuſeful 
Undertak ing to bring them tage ther, and, by joining 
cach _—_ reſpective, Qounter-part, ne 
31 A 1 m Again a 2 4; 
a * "That ogither. Grace nor Worke irie e hos 
-.- --g19iparily. fave. our Sculs. When A 
ned this Lerrice, I then e " 
779. 1574 13] 956: } rovis evawis hin at 3ud ; a by? WF. 
. To-fnd Work; enough far ourſclyes to * to 
be ſaved, den Salvation Ws the 
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7 „Al then, EY 8 —— the 184 
Texte that, ſeparately taken, give Countenance to 


theſe, Qpiaigns,, Whether it is Graco or: Works by 
which we are to be ſaved: And, upon ſuch A 


11 N 
A. 8 


17 ( 10 = 


I ellen it will a appear; that it is our being Chtiftians 
that muſt ſave us; that the Redemption is in Ixsus; 
and that nothing ſhort ef being made like unto him 
in our Nature, and conformed to his bleſſed Example 
in our Lives, can make us Sons of Gop, Joint- 
Heirs with CHRIST, and; ys Inkeritors of the 
Kingdom of Heave W 25 Y 25572 2 SD. AQ LIES AGO 


' 


| st. Paul has brought cheſe Maiers ect in 
| ieir utmoſt: ſeeming” Diſtanee, in his Epiſtle to the 
Philippians,” and that in the ſtrongeſt and plaineſt 
Form vf Expreſſon.- Art var ' your ot Bulvation, 
ſaith he, for it 45G OD that worketh''in you, both 
20 will and to do.” "Now; Here ſome Men will fay, If 
God. worketh in us both tö will and to dog what 
can our Buſineſs be in a Matter promiſed to be per- 
bormed by an omhipoten Hut here let it al- 
ways be obſerved, that when Gob's Gfacb is ſaĩd ro 
act upon us, the Coneurrenct of out” Will is ever 
ſuppoſed to go along with it, before” the intende 
Good hall. come to an happy Iſſue; even as whe 
Spirit works, the Guilt ariſes from our con- 
curring with the Temptation. It may pleaſe Gop, 
indeed: for Ends beſt known to himifelf th work 
ſometimes irreſiſtibly, a | 45 in the miraculous Conver- | 
ſion of ou Apoſtle, yet this is hot always to be ex- 
pected: but he will always afford Grace ſuffcient, 
if we be not wanting to düffelves. He awüäkens in 
us gbod Deſires and brings them to Effect, if we do 
not flight or oppoſe their Influence. He works in 
us both to will and to do, therefore be dili nt, and 
induftrious, for ydur Work and your Power" are 
both before:y7o0u.”* W berefore we are called TYorkers 
together © with IE Pellow- Labitytrs roge ber 


with kum. 4 7 e 311 A 8 nl 20 8 223 2 N 5 
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IR ſtill it may be ſaid, Doth not . 
Prophet, promiſe to give. us a new Heart and ant 
Spirit; and doth not St. Paul here and elſewhere 
tell us, that even Faith ind Repentance art the Gifts 
of EOD This is true z but then let it de true 
likewiſe, that in the fame Scripture, which is always 
the ſafeſt Comment upon itſelf, we are called upon to 
make ourſelves 4 new Heart and à new Spirit; to 
cleanſe aurſelues from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit; 
and that Men every where ſbould repent. Now here is 
no Contradiction, if you take along with you only 
this one obvious Remark,—* That where two A- 
gents are to concur in produeing one Effect, that 
Effect is often in Scripture attributed to them both 
diſtinctly.“ So when we are here ſaid to be Javed by 
Grace, our ready Acceptance of it is ſuppoſed and 
when Faith and Repentance are required of us, the 8 
Grace of Gon, whoſe Gift they are; muſt ever be 
underſtood to be preſent. For as we can do nothing 
of ourſelves, ſo, without ourſelves, Grace will do no 

more: It is all but an Offer, it is not à Giſt till it 
be accepted. Indeed, other wiſe, it would be utterly 
inconſiſtent with our Notions of Juſtice or Mercy to 
condemn; finful Man, had he no Principle within 
him that might ingline him to wiſh to be otherwiſe; 
and this, in Sincetity entertained; would N 
| r e than we can conceive. 7 i 
bmg ö 4235 VT- 
10 _ ens Opinion of the Alles . 
of Man's Will; but this we may depend upon, hit 
where the Spirit of the Lokp is, there is Liberty, : 
and none but Reprobates are totally deprived 'of its 
ſecret Influence: For, as in Temporals, Gop is ſaid 
. ceſs to our Endeavours; iſo; in Spirituals, he i 
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te dul tow, "when he enables us 10 ill tnd 6d do 
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Compliment to our Saviour of a favourite Fancy, 


That our (meddling with the Work of our Salvation 


eetrafts from the Merits of CHa r, whothath com- 
pleatly finiſhed our Redemption, and freely beſtows 
if What our Saviour did for us was to enable us 
to do fomething for ourſelves, to wiſh and to pray, 
However; neither of which; while dead in Treſpa ſſes 


aid till quickened by him, are we able to do or ſo- 
much as to will. He has paid the Price of Reconcile- 


ment between Gon and our Nature, by the Sacrifice 


of himſelf, and has put it into the Hands and Hearts of 
all his ſincere Followers to work out their Salvation; 
it is he who gives the Talent, and forms the Value 
in our Eſteem: Here our Part commences, we are 


ings, in which Gop ſtill prevents us, detract neither 
from the Merits of CHRIST nor from the Freeneſs 


of his Grace, inaſmuch as our Ability to labour. is 


as truly his Gift, as the Reward that he has graci- 


duſiy annened to it The Vineyard, the Labourer, 
dhe Call, the, Time, che Pay, ae all che Maſter's 


mplete, there can 


own; and where Property is ſo g« 
hat he will with it: 


lie no Impeachment for-doing * 


FPet it is remarkable that none murmured at his Diſ- 


P upon 
Bargain. 67 4. — Fein 2470 He * 0 
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| line, Texts, That there is to be ſo much Fear: and 


Trembling, ſo much Labour, Striringg, and Vio- 
"Haves: * uſed to fit us for an Entrance into this 
0 oy | 


Iz” 


b 


Holy Place, that the * #1 juſt where it did: 
| However graciouſly p rep ed, however freely offered, : 
yet (i ſtnfül Man has not itbe Fo ualifying Gare ner | 


the Materials or Skill t to tnake one.” This is partly P 
tris, Ant partly fals: Thi we hade nit on the 


Wedding Garment is but c true; bat 1. t ve are 
not able to procure it, is not ſo; ſince a due Senſi- 
bility 6nly * dur Nakedneßs, and Ralf the Fduftry 
that is ehe in prövicing Veſtments for our 

Bodies, Would engage the Divine Grice” to thothe 
the Soul with the Robe of Righteouſheſs* When 
moved by Want, er 'to gratify Plide, *overoummel, * 
or Senſuality,, what. Fel is not undergone, what 
Danger is not encountered! But when Gd is 
WEE the Obj ect of bur Endeavours, ellen aff bär 

| Vigilance, Fortitude, ad Cotffttticy, We their im- 

mediate Flight ; our Strengen 'becoines is Weakneſs, 
our Habs v wax feeble, ad all out b6alted' Abilfties, | 
our Cardinal Virtues, Jepart and are no fre Ke. 

What Would you have of fath à poor Mail Creature 

as Man! ? Hee can indeed dig thre? | Stotie Walls, with 

Death. roaring 1 in his Firs, to get at Plunder. 61 N 5 
8 : but to ſuppoſe him capable of Going auy 
"towards the Attainmetit of Holineſs, or ma- 
clus {nfelf” fit for Go, this ft feetns 4s Ansa 
This probes a prodigious Deje&tion of Appetite; an 

at dur Rel for Golllineſs is wholly gone; for 
whatever we turn to With Tndlihdtion; ever ſtirs up 
uch active Principles in the Soul,” Whether the Ob- 
je& of Deſire be Good or Ell, #thiMiel W 6s 80 

Wonders. 1 wiſh any one that is not ſatisfied of 

5 this Truth h, would but ſtrive to confute it by t . 

the 1 For if he tried and found, by Ex- 

perience, _ that he prevailed” nothing im his n 

| le ; that very Senſibility of utter sunset | 
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19 vealed that belong unto us. The Manner of our 
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: 15 perſeyered in, would throw 3 "LEY 'A 0 


Fenitegee, and open in his Soul the Treaſures of 
Eternity. There i is a Promiſe that looks this way- 
ward, — —T hat. when ye Jail, they may receive . 
* Eerlafting Habitat ns. „„ | 


> 18 


* 2 
31 


Bot hore” s great . ally oradhiled in this : 
Matter; and we gather up, here and there, Scraps of 
Scripture, only to cover up, as With ,a Patch, the 
of our Nature ; - the moſt unnatural and 


diſhoneſt Uſe to which it can be applied: For is it not 


with Difficulty that Men are driven from truſting in 
themſelves and their own good Works, if, in the. 
Courſe of their Lives, they have happened to do any | 


Thing that looks like i it in the Sight of the World? 


Inſomuch that if we would but give up Self-right-_ 
eouſneſs and our moral Abilities to ſave ourſelves, 
there is good Reaſon to hope that Gon would not 
impute our own Unrighteouſneſs unto us, nor viſit 
our Iniquities upon us: For in this Caſe we have no- 
thing leſt to depend upon but the Merits and Media- 


tion of Issus CHRIST, the only ſure Fountain and 
Foundation of Hope and Truft in Gop. Here again. 


Men tart afide i into another, Error, and, from theſe. 
Declarations, deny the Neceſſity of doing any Thing 
at all: For they muſt be, ſay the 17 either elected | 
Gon to be ſaved, or not elec Tf they are electec 1 
of God, all they can do is ſuperfluous 3: if they, are 
mat ee * can do is in vain. 
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Here Ben thinks the 1 bas 88 the Creator ir in 
ma: But this way of arguing is moſt prepo- | 
| Heron, and falſe. .- £ Secret Things belong unto the 
| God; *tis thoſe Things which are re- 


2 
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5 Election i is not ſo plainly ſet * in Scripture as. to 


countenance any ſuch Confidence : But what "the 


ORD requires of us is moſt plainly revealed there : : 
And all rational Hopes of our Election are to be built 
10 on our fincere and conſtant Wü abe; 


of our 73 full before us, 23 uſed be Peron 
to make his Calling and Election ſure. Thefull 
Erxtent of Omnipotence, with regard to Man' s Salxar 
tion, muſt be a Secret to us whilſt on this Side the 


Grave: But, as it is ae in the Goſpel, 8 


hw to Teincl, and to lead Lives agreeable to. 
the Pattern he has ſet us. loads 3 0 beg ba ee . 


£.3% 


"The Apottte; i in the Word immediately Ne 
the Text, tells us, that we are GOD's Workmanſhip, 
treated in CHRIST FESUS to good Works, — 


„ FOE 


GOD before ordained” that toe "ſhould walk in them: | 


And if we do not walk in them, though we may be 

called, yet poſſibly at laſt we may not be choſen. But 
be the Work whoſe it will, whether his or ours, fi 1 
there is a Work, a great one, that muſt be done, an 


* 
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char! in us, before we can be faved,. Which was 
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he 


The Gd: Thing I purpoſed to- enlarge 1 | 


Ned a Change, a total Change; is to be wrought ir 
our Nature: To ſpeak therefore here of butward 
Works, which may be done in Hypocriſy, would be 
ſinking beneath the Dignity of my Subject. No, % 
will go forth in the of 5 LORD 60D, 

«V'OLs- II. and * 


— 


ct 5047 7 2 TGT ny 4+: i! 39 EY 2E rt by as 


re) 


aud. make Mention of bis. N. ighteouſutſs only. By 
Grace are ye ſaved through Faith; and that not of © 
yourſelves, it is the Gift of GOD. Such is the Cor- 

tuption of our fallen Nature, that nothing leſs than 
the Almighty Power of Gop can purge out this 
Drofs and Filthineſs, and reflore Things again to 
their primitive Perfection: Nor can this be done ac- 

cording” to any other Proceſs than that of the Croſs, 
4 Death unto Sin, and a new Birth unto Righteouſ- 
Te," as our Loxy Jesvs CurrsT has in Mercy 
Thewn us. And to this agree all the Words of the 
Golpet, whether delivered in the Shape of Precept or 

"Parable: For ſuch is the Caſe of the Man made anxi- 
cus by his Ground bringing forth ſuch Plenty, as that 
his old Barns would not contain it; he reſtores Peace 
ts tis Mind, by conduding to pull them down and 
build greater. Here is not one Word of Diſhoneſty, 
Crudty;*or Oppreffon charged upon him. The 
Field, the Produce, the old and net Erections were 
all his on; but he gains the Character of a Fool, 


1 1 e Demand made upon his, Soul, only 


* it turned to the Creature ſor that Reſt which 
y be had in Gop. 80 likewiſe that other 
re and noble Houſe-keeper is not accuſed of 


_ any ul Treatment | to the Beggar; he was of his Ac- 


Hinitance, it is Plain, and ac 1 79 him for 
ch 11 Name: But it ſeems his Reliſh for high 
and the wro wrong Turn of his Mind, had made him 

G bin. Our Saviour's Woe falls plump upon 
him; he. bad recei vam his Conſolation; nor is there 
any Thing, elſe. e to he. 9 OS: _ 
him and Heaven. 1 tio, 


*. aq 4 
1 
813 


5 955 live . the.) World ee 3 is ne 
Ne nor can it be nn as — in Since-⸗ 
bigs | 1} 1 rity, 
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rity, eil we are aQtually born froni above; Out of a 
better Principle than that of mere Nature. Eyery 
| Birth is called a Labour, and all the Parties cons 
cerned in it find their Share: Nor is the Heavenly 
Life brought forth in our Souls with leſs Struggle 
than our poor little Animal Exiſtence. Wboever 
thinks ſlightly of theſe Matters, proves only that he 
has not as yet gone through it in earneſt, not ſo much 
as underſtands the Goſpel-Deſeription of ita There 
is the good Seed to be ſown ; and the previous Plow- 
ing and Harrowing neceſſary to give it Root, convey 
no very ſoft: Ideas to the Mind. There are Talents 
too to be improved by Trade; much Diligence and 
Patience are here again ſuggeſted. There is like 
wiſe a Building to be raiſed; this is not to be done 
without: Labour, Expence, and Time: But, above 
all, there is a Lamp always to be kept hurning; 
yvrhich muſt ever be watched, leſt it extinguiſh. whilf | 
we ſlumber, or die out for lack of Oil. Will it re- 
quire, think we, no cloſe Application en | 
diſcover and root out our fayourite oz inveterate N 
ings? Before we can ſubdue; dur irregular Deſu efires, 
and renounce our. perſonal Intereſt and worldly; Re- | 
putation? Before we can conquer our Pride, ſuppreſs 
our angry Reſentments, love; our Enemies, and b 
in perfect Charity with all. Men? Before, we. can ns 
down the aſpiring Principles, of the human Kind, 
quench them in true Contentment and deep Numi- 
lity ; willingly feſigning all the Eaſe and Comfort of | 
outward Favour and Proſperity 5/ giving up not only 
the Pleaſures, but even all Hope in this Life only, to 
take up the Croſs, and be deſpiſed; and, with 7A. bro⸗ 
kei and contrite Spirit, labour to redeem the. prec precious, 
Time that we have already-loſt? All this ig implied 


Kees the Oy of our Fouts which is ſtrickly re- 
quired 5 


62641 


quited; and, tho” to be wrought. only thro- the Grace 
and Gift of Gop, will leave Work enough ſtill for 
ourſelves, before the Benefit be our own : Where- 
fore it behoves us to take good Heed to our Ways; 
to be circumſpect and diligent, watchful and perſeve- 
ring; exerciſing as much Power, at leaſt, in ſhunning 
Miſery bereafter, as to avoid Poverty and Shame 
here; and contending as earneſtly for Eternal Felicity, 
as we can do ſor the empty Joys and periſhable 
Goods of this vain World; leſt, for a Miſapplication 
of our Fowers, we be condemned to toil harder for 
DeftruQtion, than, in the Work of Grace, would 
have ſaved our Souls erh 1 . ol reg rom 
the dle; ie | 
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- 120 us wor lo 4 Wn one phicions) bent in 
weighirig and arguing the Matter between Faith and 
Wks between Gifts ard Habits. Arguing is an 
old Heathen Art; but true Chriſtianity is Newneſs of 
Life: And who can teach or give it but CHRIST 
himſelf, who is not only the Way, but the Life; not 
only 2's Author and F iniſher, but the very Subſtance 
and Efferice of Salvation. What have we then to do 
but to look to ourſelves'and to his Example? If they 
are conformable to each other, all is well; if they are 
not, nothing is fo? We hear of him early about his 
Father's Buſi neſs; and he fweat Hard at laſt to finiſh 
the Work he had given him to do. He conſiders, we 
5 fee, "the very Work as a Gift from Gop; and all his 
loving and faithful Followers deſire to wreſtle in his 
Might, and to be made; in all Things, conformable 
to the Image of their dear Redeemer, if by any Means 
chey may Por Tecureto themſelves the' Hope of ob- 
raining 4 better Reſurrection. Faith is, doubtleſs, 


the _ of Gon, and not oor ourſelves and tis thro' 
r | Grace 
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Gracs alone that we are ſaved; that we can ſuffer 
alſo with him, is likewiſe the Gift of Gop, and not 
of ourſelves; and that we can labour in the Lord, i is 
purely the Iflue of Grace : For thereis a Time when 
no Man can work, and it is truly given us in the Be- 
half of CHRIST not only to believe, but alſo to ſuffer 
for his Name's Sake; to taſte of the ſame Conflict 
before we attain to the- ſame bleſſed End. May 
Goy grant that all who hear and underſtand may be 
_ diſpoſed to go and do likewiſe ; for then Grace ſhall 
have had her perfect Work, and all will be com- 
pleatly finiſhed in the Name, and through the Merits 
and Mediation of our Lord and Saviour JIESsus 
CHRIST; to whom, with the F . and 1 2 
be aſeribed, S. n.. 
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Evpnnstaxs vi. 16. 


Mien all, taking the Shield of F aith, OY ye 
ſhall be able to her all the bee fn Dares 8 * 
W Fickes.” | 


57 AT. Paul, in the Cloſe of this Epiſtle, 
bas taken uncommon Pains to apprize 

of Danger, and to furniſty his new 
<< Chriſtian Converts with Strength, Re- 
41 £ ſolution, and Conduct, together with 
proper Weapons of Defence againſt it. Indeed all 
this mighty Preparation beſpeaks an Adverſary of 
great F orce, as well as Cunning; and it will behove 
us to give good Heed to the Things here ſpoken by 
him, for they are of as much Concern to us, as ever 
they could have been to the Epheſſans. Nature's as 
wicked and ſtubborn, and the Word of Gos as quick 
and powerſul, as ever. It is not, ſaith he, only Fleſh 
and Blood we have to contend withall; they are eaſily 
ſubdued and brought under Obedience, upon Compa- 
riſon with the mightier Foes we have to encounter. 
The Man that hopes even to get the Victory in run- 
ning a SY or wreſtles to obtain the pitiful Prize 
of 
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[ 168 J 
of a Garland of F lowers, knows how to be temperate 
in all Things. As this Exerciſe upon the Body pro- 


| fiteth or advanceth the'State of a Chriſtian but little, 


ſo the Exerciſe itſelf cofts but very little Pains. 
There is ſcarce a ſingle Vanity of the Mind, that a 
Man will, not mortify his Body heartily to ſecure: But 
we have to wreſtle with Spiritual Adverſaries of infi- 
nitely bigger Force, called here the Powers of Dark- 
neſs, and. lodged in the Strong-hold of the Mind; 
ſubtle and active Powers of Wickedneſs, that have 


their Throne in the higheſt Faculties of the Soul, 
and their Footſtool in the deepeſt Ground of the 


Heart ; that occypy. the Will, and bear Rule with 
the full Conſent of the whole Man : Such as an in- 


ſiatiable, ſelfiſh Covetouſneſs, that would have every 


Thing called its own; that would have all the Ho- 
nour, all the Power, all the Property, center in it- 
ſelf: Such an Envy likewiſe, as produces Hatred 
againſt all that would rival, or even ſhare, in any 
Thing that it reckons good and deſirable: Such a 
wrathful Diſcontent too as fills the proud Soul, when 
diſappointed in theſe Matters, with the wretched 


Reftietinels of a baffled F ury. 


Nom, to reduce all theſe Sa Spirits; to EW 
FR and bring them into a State of Peace and quiet 
Submiſſion to the Will of Gop in all Things, will 
require much Contention and Struggle, much Strength 
and Power too, from an higher Principle than is in 
Nature, and no leſs Wiſdom from above, rightly to 


conduct and apply them. A Creature's going out of 


one Nature into another, involves in it the Difficulty 


of a new Creation; and to paſs from Death unto 
Life is as hard to conceive, or execute, as an origi- 
"pal Birth i into this vain _ Oey World: 1 


fora, © 


Faw] 
fore, ſ ſaith St. Paul, at the Sight of theſe Things, Take 
unto you the whole Armour of GOD; a Girdle bn 
Truth; a Breaft- plate of eee e ; an Helmer 
of Salvation; a Sword of Spirit; and Shoes made ""; 
| Goſpel-peace.; ſo furniſhed, then watch and-pray : 
But (as if he had reſerved for the laſt the Main of 
our Defence) above all, ſays he, take the Shield of 
Faith, whereby ye ſhall be able to quench all the fiery 
Darts of the Wicked. I know it is an eaſy Matter 
to ſay, Have a lively Faith! But how to obtain it is 
quite another Thing. hen the Son of Man cometh, 
ſhall he find Faith on the Earth? I trow not. We 
are told, at is not of ourſelves, but a Gift from GOD; 
and we know too that it is one of his choiceſt Gifts in 
CHrr1srT, and without which no Goſpel- Truths can 
be embraced, no Goſpel-Promiſes can be obtained. 
May Gop direct us where to find this, and all other 
Spiritual Armour neceſſary for our Safety and De- 
fence; may he give us Grace to fit it rightly on; 
may he grant us Courage and Conduct to fight man- 
fully; and, having done all, to ſtand. It is only in 


SGov's Name we can hope to conquer; this Battle 


is the Loxp's, and unleſs he go forth with us, not- 
withſtanding all our Preparations, and our being thus 
harneſſed, and carrying Bows, like the Children of 
Epbraim, we ſhall turn our un ad a flee in 

the Day of Battle. * | 


| But my Text Ja me to 10 * of Fai aith; 
and which I ſhall do under the Direction of the 15 
Text, ſetring i it 1 5 | 1 


J. Under the Notion of a Shield ; takin the Shield | 
of Panty, 7 


7% 
II. I shall ſpeak of its peculiar Excellence, ws 
'> "Defence invincible, as expreſſed in the Words 
"above all, mats the Shield f heap And N 


11 I all try its Strenath; by plying it againſt 
ſome particular difficult Caſes; wherein, if it 
hold, it will ſufficiently manifeſt its Ae e in 

* «quenching all the yu Darts of the ui ted. 


© Fir, then, I am to ſpeak of F aith under the No- 
tion of a 354. EL | 


„ N a Shield -i is. A Rnd of portable Wall of Par 
dition, interpoſed between the Perſon. that wields it, 
and imminent Harm or Danger: Faith is therefore 
moſt properly called a Shield, becauſe, like the Shield 
in Battle, it is ordained for. a moveable Security for 

every Part, as occaſionally, attack d; whereſoever the 
Aſſault is made, to that Point it readily turns its De- 
fence. Faith is an univerſal Security, and wards off 
every Blow, in what Direction ſoever it is aimed: 
And as all our Danger ariſes out of Fear, Faith, by 
its Power of diſpelling Fear, will ſurely fave a Chri- 
ſtian always harmleſs... I had utterly fainted, ſaith 
David, but that I believ'd verily ta ſee the Gaodneſs of 
_ the LOR in the Land of the\Living. Faith is the 
only Shield againſt Fear and Fainting: By how much 
the more we believe in Gon, by ſo Much the leſs we 
ſhall fear Men; by how much the more we believe 
the Promiſes of the Goſpel, by fo much the leſs ſhall 
we be terrified at any Trouble that now e be- 
tat us and them. | < 


RARE a Conſcioufneſs 5 Guilt aſſails, and 
weakens the Heart; for it is not ſo much any Thing 
with- 


L 7 
without, 28 ſomething within us that raiſes our Fears, 


How ſmall 3 Matter will fright a guilty. Soul! Guilt 
will make. every flight Thruſt 4 deſperate Stab; jt 


barbs. every Arrow, and poiſens every Darts le 


Sting of Death is Sin, and the Strength of Sin is the 
Law: However, hold but up the Shield of Faith, 
with the crucified Saviour depictured on it, and all 
theſe Terrors yaniſh ; and Thanks will be rendered 
to Gon, who gives us Victory over all theſe, theo! | 
our Lozn and Saviour Jagus Lune OP He STI 


| Sometimes Darkneſs and Vucertainty abt as . 
Way we ſhould walk in, will raiſe our Fears, — 
 perplex our Hearts: Here Faith again holds he 
Buckler with this Inſcription on it Haus ng! * 
manded thee? Then we boldly march on again, wich- 
out Lett. or Impediment, tho a Red Sea lie directly 
thwart our Paſſage. If, again, a Senſe of our o m 
Weakneſs, and the Miſgivings of a fainting and de- 
ſponding Heart, be excited, when we find the Wind 
and Waves of Adverſity rage and grow boiſtrous; 
when the Storms and Tempeſts from without j join the 
Terrors from within, to beat upon and ſhake our 
Houſe on every Side; and we begin to doubt, when 
we find ĩt rock and reel to and fro, whether the Rock 
or Sand only be under for a Foundation; then Faith 
muſt hold up againſt this impending Ruin, the Buckler 


cl the Promiſes le hath ſaid, I will neuer leave. 


thee, nor forſake thee ! Let nat thy Heart bs afraid, 

neither let it be troubled; ye believe in GOD, believe 
alſo in me. Then all's ſtill for a while, and there's a 
great Calm in the Soul, who, thus defended, turns 
again unto her Reſt. She is now fix d again for 2 
Seaſon, and can then boldly ſay, The. LORD is. 


my e 1 fail not fear what theſe can do unto . 
* 


1721 


» Nay, farther, with David in the Day of nis Proſpe- 
rity, I. Hall never be again removed, thou LORD, of 
. thy Goodneſs, haſt made my Hill fo firong : For tho 
tbe Earth be removed, und the Hills be carried into the 
Mia of the Sea; though the Waters thereof rage and 
 favell, and though the Mountains ſhake at the Tempeſt. 
of the ſame, yet if we can but by, Faith, feel that Goo 
is our Hope and Strength, and that he is in the Midſt 
of all this, our Heart ſhall never be afraid; if he turn 
not his Face from us, we know neither Fear nor 
Trouble. Whatever our Duties, Difficulties, De- 
ſpondences, Straits, Temptations, Affſictions, or 
WMeakneſſes are, if we can but believe that the Hand 
of God is in them all, that ſingle Act of Faith will 
carry us through all. Believe, and ye Pall be efta- 
_ Glifſhed. ' Believe that CHRIST is the Way, as well 
as the Truth and the Life, and you will dare follow 
him whitherſoever he goeth; you will endure unto 
the End, without ſinking, fainting, or falling: Your 
Faith in CRRIST ſhall preſerve you faultleſs, and 
fave you harmleſs. And this is Re 1 2 to 
ſpeak of N | M 


„Uher my , ſecond Head, 1 ty am to treat Faith 
in a ſtill larger Senſe, as the Subſtance of Things hop'd 
for; as what not only defends; like a Shield, from 

all Evil, but what puts us in a Kind of Poſſeſſion of 
all that is good; and which juſtifies the Pre-eminence 
here given it in the TEE Ne all, faking = ou 
15 Parth. FOO | | 


For it has a Power of the Eternal Nature in it, and 
to which Time can plead no Bar. It puts the Re- 
ward in our Hand, with the Labour; and ſets the 


Crown on our Head, even whilſt the Cds is on our 
| Bock. 


[333], 
Back... \Faich, choked the Things to come, preſent, 
and they act upon the Mind | accordingly... It is itſelf 
the Subſtance or Subſiſtence of Thing 8 hoped for, and 
gives a kind and friendly Senſiblliy to the Promiſes, 
before they are fully perſormed. Hope catries the 
Eye of the Mind to the Object, and Faith brings the 
Object up to the Eye; and between them the Soul 
ſucks out a ſweet preſent Advantage. "Theſe look on 
Time as Gon himſelf does; on a thouſand Years but 
as one. Day. Nay, Gov's Sayings. and Doings, his 
Promiſes. and Performances, to Faith are all but as 
one. Fe aith antedates the Glory that ſhall be bere- 
after, and. bids future Bleſſedneſs take immediate Poſ- 
ſeſſion. As for the Tribulation, Perſecution, F amine, | 
or Nakedneſs, that would ſtand between, and inter- 
rupt our Joy in the Lok, over all theſe. the Apoſtle 
ſays, (who, by the Way, had them in their Perfec- 
tion) not that we thall triumph in the End, but that 
we are ent, whilſt under their Preſſure, more than 
2 of the 3 many 7515 is the Vi iftory that 
overcometh. the World, even our Faith. Our, * 


N ee our Palme: , oh; e herd 


/ And wy it puts „ Vicbery deg our Reward. in our 
Hand, ſo it makes an End of Trouble, and puts all 5 
our Adverſaries to Flight: For as it makes the good 
Things to come as preſent, ſo it makes the evil 

Things that are preſent as paſt. It looks upon every 
Thing according to that it will be in the Iſſue. 
Things to come, as what they will be when they are 
come; and Things that are en as What 5 b | 
* be When 95 2 are oat R 


15 - 
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"i ſees every os in this World as flying upon the 
| Wis $ of Time, and nothing in it at Reft or continu- 
ing n one Stay. Te Wotld itſelf, and the Faſhion 
thereof, it fees paffing away: It fees the Pride, the 
Pomp, the Gallantry, the Glory of this World, to- 
gether with the Riches that Bee them Life and Being, 
all upon the Wing. And, fo on the other Side, it ſees 
the Tyranny and Oppreſſion, the Contempt and PO. 
verty, tie Shame and Trouble of the World, all upon 
the Wing. The Govt and the Bad of it agree in 
this, that they both keep flying before us. Faith 
therefore looks upon the blackeft Clouds, only as fly- 
ing Clouds; and whether they diſperſe or fall, 3 8 
their Power to be as nothing. It fees the clear 
Heaven beyond, and knows it is there; even though 
for a while it ſees it not. Faith ever ſpeaks the Lan- 
guage of the Prophets, and pronounces all as done, 
as actually come to paſs; that the unchangeable Gon 
has determined ſhall be; it cries Babylim is fallen, 
is fallen, at the very Time when the i is on . Ane 


1 „ of her eatthly Glory." 


Þ 1377. 1 9 


n if F aith hath this Policy + {vel to ĩ it, 75 TIT 
ing, as it were, over Time, and is able to caſt all 
Evil behind our Back, what Reaſon can a Chriftian 
Believer have either to fear or to complain? The 
Ned Sed was no Terror to Iſrdel, after they had paſ- 
ſed it. Sampſon's Lion gave him no Diſtutbance, 
when he could eat Honey out of his Carcaſs. To 
the Believer, who by Faith has joined himſelf to 
_ Gop; all Evils appear as maſter d: The Red Sea, 
and the Milderneſt, and Fordan, are all behind; and 
paſt with their Dangers; and Faith has Andes him 
ſafe on the Banks of Canaan, the Shore of the Land 


— £ 
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ef Promiſe Let us nut Rule en any of theſe light 
Afflictions which are but for a Moment; and Which, 
when once well entered upon, are more than half 

cover; the Bitterneſs of them is paſt; when * taſted 
and patiently endured: Nay, though we ar but put- 
ting on dur Armour, yet, by the Help of Faith, we 
may boaſt ourſelves as though we were putting it off! 
For where it the Fury of the Oppreſſor ? Or what is 
the great Miſchief he can do us? 'Tis all à Chi- 
mera ! Death itſelf, which is the utmoſt Bound of 
his Threatning, has loſt its Sting, which is Sin; and 
—_ e he be tral wes up in Victory. * 


Luer us, therefore, inſtead of whining and e 
lugt or ſtriving with the Wiſdom of the Serpent, to 
counteract or ſuſpend the Evils we think coming 
upon us, the great Fight of Afflictions; let us labour 
rather to cheriſh, improve, and increaſe dur Faith: 
For we may be ſure of this Truth, That whenever 
Fear runs high, Faith is at a low Ebb. Inſtead 
therefore of caſting about how to reſiſt Evil, let us 
double our Dingence; ; and, with greater Fervour, 
pray the Loxp to increaſe our Faith, that we may 
hereby be delivered ae our FE N a war ee, in | 
e r Gop. E 8 


| Now, the readibſ & Way e to ohren thisi ben 
_ Gift, is to keep the Mind in Humility and Peace. 
600 reſiſts the Proud, but gives Grace to th Humble : 
Humble yourſelves, therefore; and he will raiſe you 
up; every one that humbles himſelf: has a" Demand 
upon the Promiſe, Tliat he ſhall be exalted. The 
loweſt Ground has a natural Advantage in many Re- 
ſpects; the Duſt to which we bring ourſelves denies 
the Adverſary's Power to reduce you lower; and at 
: ; 0 3247-5 00 


pt * 
the 3 Time invites hs Dew of the Heavenly Bs- 
nediction and the Water of Life to flow down into 
ur Boſom for Refreſhment: And theſe Comforts 
never fail to make Faith to flouriſh and abound, Be 
peaceable likewiſe ; itis called the the Peace of GOD, 
and let nothing by any Means beguile you of it. 
Never think any Injury too big, or the Number of 
Inſults too many, to be forgiven. Never think or 
ſay;—Lwill recompence Evil; I will do myſelf Right; 
- all Pretence to amicable Contention is a Cheat ; but 
wait on the LORD, and he will ſave the... 
Nothing emboldens the Soul equal to patient and 
peaceable ſuffering wrongfully: It is the moſt evi- 
dent Token of Salvation; it was CHRIST's peculiar 
Character; and ſhall be, to the End of the World, 
an infallible Mark of Redemption to all that are * 
led of op; and n wks his Grace to e 
therein. 


1 Under po Py 1 — theſe 8 the 
Faith that removes Mountains and fills Vallies, that 
makes the Crooked ſtreight, and the rough Ways 
ſmooth, ſhall be no Manner of Secret. To him that 
. thus overcometh, ſaith CyrisT himſelf,” I will give to 
fit with me on my Throne, even as have overcome, 
and am ſet down with my Father on his Throne ; fear 
none of "theſe Things which th ſhalt ſuffer ; be faith- 
ful unto Death, and I will give thee a Crown of Life. 
Indeed theſe are great and precious Promiſes, and it 
is given to the Faithful to know that they are true: 
But all Men have not Faith, and few feel the Power 
of it at all Times. 1 ſhall therefore now, as I 
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"In the Mind and aft Place, apply it to ſome parti- 
cular Caſes of Difficulty ; wherein, if we can ſtand 
firm and undaunted, we may then ſafely ſay to our 
Soul, Ty Faith bath . ſaved tbee, depart in Peace. 
Now, when Gov' s Providences ſeem to come acroſs 
his Promiſes; it will be hard, without great Faith, 
(and this is the true Touch- ſtone. by which it is 
proved) to make a right Conſtruction of his, Merey 
and Truth: And yet this is what every Chriſtian, in 
ſome Meaſure, ſhall find in the Liſt of his .Expe- 
riences, before all that is neceflary to be done for bis 
Soul be compleatly finiſhed. Suppoſe then the People 
of Gop.in any Nation; I mean thoſe that, heartily 
embrace ſucha religious 2 as draws down upon them 
the III will and Contempt of the World, becauſe they - 
renounce. its Ways, and teſtify that the Works there 
of are evil; ſuppoſe, 1 ſay, they ſhould be viſited, with 
an Inundation of all Sorts of temporal Calamities; 
ſuffer Want and Sickneſs, and at the ſame T ime 
have Oppreſſion and Cruelty, break in upon them: 
Suppoſe too that their Love towards Gop and to- 
wards each other, at the Sight of this ſore Viſitation, 
begin to wax gold; and he permit not only an Eclipſe | 
of the Light of the glorious Goſpel among them; but 
ſuffer their green Paſture to be trodden under · got by 
the Enemies of all Righteouſneſsʒ their pure Water 
of Life to be ſtirr d into a Puddle with earthly Mix- 
tures ; Spiritual Worſhip coyered up, and even ſtiſſed 
with Modes, and Forms, and Mantles of outward in- 
figniſicam Ceremonies; and all this at a Time per- 
haps when, with their utmoſt Care and Zeal, they had 
been ſeeking the Lok, and hoping he would: viſit his 
Temple: When they had: ſet- their Faces Zion- 
wards, and were in Expectation that he was aB to 


build and plant; to purge their _—_ and take away 
Vor. . M their 


581 
their Tin; to repair cus Breach, and d re-eſtabliſh his : 
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abit now, loi at fuch a Seaſon; the Lind too 
ſhould hide his Face; daſh all their Hopes; put a Cop 
of Trembling in their Hands; bring Trouble upon 
their Loins ; expoſe them to We and Contempt; 
make them baſe and vile in the Eyes of all People: 
their very Profeflion a Term of Reproach, and their 
Name a Bye- word; ſuffer them to be trampled upon 
as the Filth of the World, and as the Off- ſcowering 
of all Things. When we thus come to ſee all 
Things, even thoſe that are beſt, work together for 
Evil; when we find our fpiritual Liberty, our ſevere 
Repentance; our Mortifications, our Self-denials, our 
returning Good for Evil, nay, our very Zeal for the 
— are the Reaſons why we ſhould be eaten up 
of Men, deſtitute of all Grace and Goodneſs: When 
we find'we have watched and prayed: ourſelves into 
Poverty and Contempt, into Darkneſs and Confuſion, 
into the Snares and Traps that have been laid for us, 
and are betrayed, by not teſiſting Evil, into the cow- 
ardly Hands of thoſe that hate us: When we find too 
all ifiward Comforts, and even Hope, the laſt Refuge 
orf the Forlorn, haſtily running from us, and the 
whole Courſe of Providence driving on towards Ruin 
of Mind, Body, and Eſtate, every Day growing 
darker than the former, and every Night certifying 
that the next is to be worſe than the preceding: Our 
Adverſaries, in tile mean while, triumphing, and 
rating our Pretenſions to Piety'and Goodneſs higher 
than our real Stock, that the Tax of Hypocriſy may 
be laid on with the heavier Hand: When our Souls 
ure filled with the ſcornful Reproof of the Wealthy, 


g PIES — of the TY our Friends 
become 


„„ 
become as a broken Tooth, or a Foot out of Joint; 
our Hope in our Relations, as the Spiders Web or 
the Summer's Brook, and thoſe of our Acquaintance 
conveying themſelves away as aſhamed of our Com- 
pany: When Gop too eauſes all his Storms and 
Billows to paſs over us, and we hear nothing prophe- 
fied but Deſtruction upon Deſtruction: When the 
Hope of 1/-ae! ſeems aſleep, and her Saviour to have 
forgotten her; the Ark of Gop taken, and its Glory 
departed: When we wait for Light, but behold Ob- 
ſcurity; for Brightneſs, but walk on ſtill in Dark- 
_ neſs; when we ſee the Harveſt paſt, the Summer 
fone; and we are not ſaved : Suppoſe this to be our 
Caſe, and Faith ſubſiſt us unger it, ſo that we can 
ſtill ſee Good coming out of all this Abyſs of Evil: 
If we are ſtill perſuaded that all theſe Things are 
working together for Good, and dare ſtay with Pa- 
tience while the Wheel of Providence turn about, in 
Expectation that there is a bleſſed Work upon it, 
then our Faith is genuine; then this mighty Shield 
has fully anſwered its Character; it is proved above 
all for Defence; it has quenched every fiery Dart of 
the Wicked: Hereby it is ſurely known that we can 
truſt Gon, and have given Credit to his Word. 
The Faith of Abraham, who; againſt Hope, believed 
in Hope; and, in that Act, became the Father of the 
Faithful, is ours; and the ſublime Blefling of it ſhall 
be our Righteouſneſs here, and our exeteding . | 
. Reward to all Eternity, oe” Te, 


And now may that chi wh i is faithful md can- 
not lye, whoſe Judgments are like the great Deep, 
and whoſe Ways are unſearchable ; may he grant us 
ſuch a Portion of Faith and Pativnce as will enable 

us to Walt upon him er his Providenoes and his Pro- 
| n miſes 


— — — OO —_— 


— 


— — l _ LE ng 9 
— 2% 2 OG OG OS 2 


— 


* 


./ 


Epi, ot + Seer 37 
: E + 3 WE SHR 1 
43 


„„ 


miſes meet together, and in perfect Harmony kindly 
kiſs each other: All this we dare hope for, becauſe 
it has all been fulfilled in the Man CHs Irsus out 
Log; to whom therefore, with the F ather and 
3 3 t, be afcrived, St. Auen. ene 
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een all the precious -Proniifact that are 
declared in the Goſpel to Mankind, 
thro' JesUs CRRISTH our Lon, this 
in the Text is the moſt ineſtimable: 
For if thy Preſence be but with us, 
O bleiled JzsU, we cannot be comfortleſe, e can 
lack nothing, neither Knowledge nor Power; qur 
Joy is full. No Wonder if the World be offended 
at this Doctrine, who cannot rightly underſtand, be- 
cCauſe they cannot ſubſtantially receiye it: They gei- 
ther ſaw him nor knew him when be was preſent 
with them in the Fleſh; and hnñow much leſs in this: | 
D * ee Manifeſlation } I k n 
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Aut til to his own, whom he hath choſen out of 
the World, he now ſaith, Ye ſee me, and becauſe 1 
live, ye fball line alſo, CHRIST is the Life, as wall . 
as the Light of Men, and all that truly know him, 
| know that their Life is hid with CHAT is GOD. 

M3 . 
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| Tue unconverted World are OTB, out 2 „ 


this divine Senfibility.—/erily, faith our Logo, ye 

ſhall not ſee me benceforth, 1 ye all ſay, Bleſſed is 
he that cometh in the Name of the LORD; and this 
| Blefling they have not yet learned to pronounce ; 

But to all thoſe who can ſay to St. Jahn „Lo, 1 come 
quickly; even ſo come LORD FESUS, he is in- 
timately preſent, according to his moſt true Promiſe ; 
For wherefpever, ſaith he, two er three are gathered 
together in my Name, there am ] in the Migft of them, 
Let no Man therefore ſay, with the willingly Igno- 
rant, mentioned in St. Peter, Where, is the Promiſe, 
or what is become of the Promiſe of his Coming ? Or, 
with thoſe Murmurers and Complainers, who make 
Account that the Loxp is flack concerning his Pro- 
miſe :— The LORD is not flack, as ſome Men count 
Slacknefs, but is Long-ſuffering to us- ward ; not will- 
ing that any ſbould periſh, but that all A come to 
the ee of _ wad 7 2 


his; is ever 8 with his Church, * will 
never hide his Face from any that ſincerely love 
and fear, and call upon him faithfully. The con- 
ceited Reaſoner of this World, whoſe very Wiſdom 
is Fooliſhneſs, and whoſe Lightſis but a more active 
Kind of Darkneſs ; and who: gropes about for a plau- 
ſible Excuſe for not coming to the Feaſt he is called 


to by the Evangelical Bridegroom, would willing- 


ly find one, in objecting to the Authenticneſs of the 
Invitation ; and pertly demands a Reaſon why his 


Call was not given under his own Hand. The Go- 


ſpels, they will tell you, were the Works of other 
Men, and their ſeveral Titles ſet. them forth as ſuch 
to us: The Goſpel according to St. Matthew, the 


Goat according to St. r and ſo on of the reſt: 
Here 
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Here i is nothing, ſay 3 authentick ; \nothing writs 


ten under Can ier bonn Hand . 


But if he comes himſelf, as the Text * us 
he will, what need he, with Ink and Pen, write his 
Meſſage ? I truſt he ſpeaks to us Face to Face; that 


is, in the inmoſt Ground of all human Intelligence, 


in our Hearts, and then what Shadow: of Pretence is 


& 4 


there for demanding ſuch. a written Account of his 


Will given under his own Hand? If he writes his- 


+ Laws in our Hearts, as St. Paul expreſſes it, with 
the Spirit of the living Gop, which proceeds both 


from him and the Father, and thereby brings all 


Thiggs to our Remembrance whatſoever he hath ſaid 


or would fay to us; what need. we then any on 
_ Witneſs? He hereby teaches us all Things: 
to make uswile.unto Salvation, and what ad we 
have more? And all 8 
however atteſted, and tho' infolded. in mpre booky 
Volumes than the World itſelf could contain, as St. 
Job ſuppoſes, yet, without ſuch an inward teaching, 
wauld ail us nathing, with regard to Conver= 
don, ff the Begetting in u$ any of thoſe new Affec- 


Writing in the World, 


tions; and Appetites that pertain to the Reliſh of 
Life and Godlineſs. This but too plainly appears 


from the little Uſe and poor Effect in this Way the 


written Word of Gon, however true and bleſſed in 


itſelf, has had on the Minds of thoſe who, without 


Grace, have been moſt e in the literal W 2 
thereof. 50 4 209715 5 


But * this ſecond Liam, this Lins 155 


; Heaven, this quickening Spirit, touches the living 


Soul, made in the Image of Gop its Creator, then 


Righteouſneſs and Truth, chen Light and Life, in 
their 


and fit it for a regular Tranſlation into 2 Auer 
World, for the r N Leg _ r 8 nn 
e 2 eee IR , 4 


.T bels bleſſed 85 0 4 ede are 3 F 
th Iſſue of the Promiſe in my Fext.—I will noſ leave | 
you comfartleſs ; I will dme unte you.” A little while 
and the Warld,ſeeth main mare, but "ye fro me 1 #5 . 
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This is the very inn Receſs of a is Gobi "I 
velation; ; and whoſoever offers to treat of the Ex- 
cellency of it, and leaves out this Fromiſe, will fine 
he has little to deal with but dry Bone and hard 
Shell: There is neither Marrow nor Kernel without 
the Preſence of its Author. And thus i is true of 
it, that the Letter killeth, i. e. ſtarveth 1 of 
Le FSI bay the wes of It giveth THE.” 


Abd wholwerer; on aches ad. gogs. "Y 
to diſparage the Goſpel Revelation, and omits this 
Promiſe of i it, will find tHht he has been beating the 
Air, and combating with his own Shadow; for the 
Life of the Goſpel, the Power of Gop unto Salva- 
tion therein contained, which i is the Eſſence of the 
whole, has not come to his N 2 nor fallen under 
his range,” 5. 5 F440 
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oY that we may treat this Gt dome "it the 
better Underſtanding and Order, I ſhall divide what 
I have farther to offer to your Conſideration upon it 
under theſe thiee diſtin Heads; ; ſheaking, * | 
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eee ive from Or- 
25 Fand in Four Hens Se our inbred and 4 
natural Propenſity to Viee, and all the 2 


k * tions of our preſent wretched and ſinfiil { mig % 
bs Whether i in ourſelves or in e People, - 
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h 1 I Wal ley ſomethings a as We we are — 8 
\, +... ted, of the Manner in which he works mou” 
...- or wig ak nene eren eee 


* "uh off his gracious 8 of our poor . 
dezvours, when we ſtrive mightily together with . _ 
_ this his Working; to be made his faithful. and 
- obedient Followers. This is the Goſpel: That, 
about which Men make:a Bone of Contention, 


. * poker Feen br nn his 8 2025 


Firſi, then, 1 1 am to pick > 42 1 FR cl nary, that. 
Chriſtians receive from the Preſence of Currst. j in 
their Hearts, to overcome their inbred and natural 
Propenlity to Vice, and all the Corryptions, of our 
preſent wretched and ſinful ihe We as Wy) 5 
ſelves or in other Peoples. 


- CurrsT has promiſed Afüſtance to all that et 
and fear him, throughout the whole Goſpel; but berg 
he aſſures he will come and ſee it executed him 
ſelf. | Do but ſincerely belieye that he is able to do 
this, and do but fincerely defire that it may be done, 
and according to thy Faith and Deſire, it ſhall ſurely 

be done unto thee. He will ſo ſtrengthen with his 
bleſſed Spirit, as to enable us to do all that is requir d 
of us, by making us love to do his Will: For the“, 
of ourſelves, we can do nothing, yet, as the Apoſtle 
„ | aſſerts, 


Wd 
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- aſſerts, Me can n 
"= ug; and the Ground of this Ability is 

| _ » thus expreſſed, are it in u. than 
be that it in 8 a FE "I 
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Whatever 8 may be the Wealknefs, or ke * 
Diefects of our Nature, or whatever Difficulties we 
may meet with in our Chriſtian Warfare, whilſt we 
- have Gop's Grace engaged to our Affiſtance, the 
Taſk that is'ſet us cannot be too great for us, un- 

- leſs it be too hard for Gon; fince we are taught) 
that he worketh all our Works in us; and that whe- 

ther ta will or to do. My Grace, faith the Anfwer 

of Gop to Paul, (com plaining to him of the Thom = 

ben war fron #67 Wh 


| Our inbred Corruptions ſhall not Gs | 
Souls, to determine our Wills to Vice and Wicked- 
neſs, when that pure Spirit that wrought the firſt 
unfeemly Maſs of Nature into Form and Beauty, 
comes into our Hearts, and undertakes our Refor- 
mation. He formed us at his Pleaſure, and he can 
reform us when he pleaſes. This Fountain of Wiſ- 
dom can, when he ſees fit, inlighten our Under» 
ſtandings, that we may clearly diſcern what is. our 
real Good, and what is the contrary; what we 
ſhould purſue as our true Intereſt; and what is to be 
ſhunned and deſpiſed by us, however alluring its Ap- 
pearance may be to the fleſhly Eye, or how great 
ſoever Delight it may afford our Senſes, | | 


He can eaſily turn our Affections, if be pleaſes, 
from their natural Bent and Proneneſs to Evil, and 


| N in us an Habit * Goadneſs at ance, -by 
. 2 x Aden ooh | renders 


ä 
rendering it agreeable to our Deſires and Inclinations. 
And this T truſt he will do of his Mercy and 088 


neſs, through JESUS CHRISTHͤH; and 2 * 
only Ons and ſo be it,” 


| Hol Hes the grand Secret of the Goſpel - vl 
in ſtands the true Relation of Things; and till we 
are by Grace led into it, we ſtand but without the 
Door of the ka 9D _ Gop hath C760 and 

not Men, | 


| Al what then veal of all the N | 
the World ? They even loſe their Nature and very 
Name together, to one ſtrengthened and ſettled in 
ſuch a Mind and Diſpoſition as this. The World 
indeed has no Temptations, the Things of it are as 
Droſs and Dung, to one thus . e by _ s 


good Spirit. 
„ Pleaſures, the Riches; ls e be Luft: 
of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of! 
Life, which, together, make up the Sum Total of 
all that is valuable in the worldly Compound, are as 
nothing to him but Offence : They ſtir up no De- 
ſires, unleſs it be to get out of their Way; they 
create no Wiſhes, no uneaſy Longings; he has no 
Notion of them, no n for them ; 3 "ai non 
them not. | * 


Nor does this zodly Diſpoſition, which is the: | 
Mind and Spirit of CHRIST, leſs ſecure thoſe who. 
will receive it againſt any outward Oppoſition or 

Diſcouragement that may come from the Enemies 
of their Chriſtian Warfare. What is all the Spite 


and Malice of Mankind, or even of the Powers of 
Duark- 


| C 188 . 1 
Darkneſs: themſelves, to him who Pn Of in the | 
Ways of his Duty, with the, Protection and Aſſiſt- 
ance of Gon's good Spirit: I he be for ws, the 
can, to any Purpoſe, be againſt us? If be give Peace, 
who can make Trouble? If CRRISsT ſupport his 
Conſtancy, and preſerve him in his Faith and Obe- 
dience, there is then nothing they can do hut perſe - 
cute. But, as our Liturgy expreſſes it, —He ſhall not 


de hurt by any Perſecution. If they cannot ſwervs 
him from his Love of Gop and a Deſire to he made 


conformable - te the Image of his Redeemer, their 
Power is as nothing again him; for herein his 
Happineſs: lies ; his All: 89 that all of this King 
happens rather to the Furtherance of his __ ne 
to- FENG l en oy his ene FM Hon 


4040 this: is hi Caſe 4 every * Chriſtian,” 
if he be reſolved to ſtand upon his Guard againſt all 
his ſpiritual Adverſaries, and exert all his Indigna- 
tion in oppoſiag his ghoſtly Enemies; he is ſure to 

have ſuch Aid and Affſtance on his Side, as will 
enable him, however weak and inſuffſicient of him- 
ſeelf, to maintain his Ground, 54 —_ RE: 
E 8 4 come againſt bim. i 

This Foryeſs Gian, iel is FEA FD to 1 ET 
e he Man is willing to keep it; apd who-. 


ſioever fights againſt it, will haply be found to: fight; 


againſt Gop.——Ye are flrong, ſaith the Apoſtle, be- 
| cauſe his Spirit dwelleth in you, and ye have gvercpme 
the wicked One. Gop never engages. but he con- 
quers Near not therefore little Flack, fince it is your. 
Father's good Nleaſure te giue yau the Kingdom, 

/ ts 20070 MP 


> 
” * * - 
A — 


Matter can do nothing, but with ſluggiſh 


[ 189 * 


But ſome Men 1 ſay; how is ; this done, and in 
what Manges, is it effected i Tn leads me, as oh 


| g 
eee 777 6’ Addi 1105 N 
* , 5 


5 aha * * 110 s 


W To - ſomething, as Tm as we . are 
| Bae of the Manner in which this ſeerety; but 


nee ene is gy; 28 our Souls. 2590. | 


99 Wight 1 to this 5 as * Paul, did 
to thoſe curious Enquirers about the Manner of the 
Reſurrection, Hou are the Daad raiſed up and 
with what Body do they came ? But it better becomes 


ſuch a one as I am, 4 poor Priſoner under Darkneſs; 


to ſay only, That it is impertinent in us to diſpute 
about the Manner, or pretend to doubt abdut the 

Likelihood, of the Grace and Spirit of Gon Work- 
ing upon our Souls, till we are able to give ſome 
more ſatisfactory Account, than we have hitherto 


been able, how our own Spirits move and act upon 


knows, without all peradventurs, better than we; 


ho, and 'wheteof, we are malle; and conſequently 


how t to 2 our Nane and influctce our Wills, 


„ binde, ow 29681 iis to log 


Bt to 5s bog this Matter a little more > home o 


ſuch as have not Gop much in their Thoughts, and 
know not how to form ſatisfadtory Concluſions from 
ſupernatural F remiſes. Lot then ſuch be aſked only 
in what Manner the Spirit of the World works upon 


them in the powerful Manner it viſibly does It | 


muſt be by the Agency of ſome Spirit: For mere 
Silence 
tend blindly to its own dark Center. There muſt 
be ſome more active Subſtance that firſt flatters our 


N and then ſets Reaſon to n to find 
; out 


at 


% 


* 


2 9 9 * 9 ö Part 8 x r * 
IE) be 
= * t *7 


out proper K Objects, and the readi eſt 
Means of obtaining them, together with the moſt 

\ plauſible Excuſes for our ſo doing if they happen to 
dcdlaſh with the general Vogue and Opinion of Men. 
The Spirit of CHRIST acts in a ſimilar Manner on 
the Hearts of the Children of a better Kingdom: It 
opens in them, thro* Faith and Hope, the Bleſſedneſs 
of Heaven, and by that Means ſets all their Faculties 
at Work, whether of Soul or Body, to ſeek; to ſtrive, 
to labour, if by any Means they may poſſibly be fit- 
ted to obtain it. Experience ſhews us that this is 
the Way of Working in the former, and nothing 
but the Want of it makes us doubt about it in the 
latter. The one ſells his Soul for the Gratification 
of his Senſes for a while; the other ſells all that he 
has here to purchaſe that goodly Pear! f ot r | 
5 e e TERRY Te | 


| 0 whit now emi of PU IS RE They 

- bonds act regularly according to their ſeveral Diſpoſt- 
tions, and the reſpective Spirits that move them; 
unleſs they will ſay, there's no other World but this, 
- and that the Spirit of it is the ſole and univerſal Dif- 
8 of _ OR I WO: would Dy. rather too 


| bold. 


6] Dani: If a wiſe Man 8 3 on 
his Child, to perſuade and bring him ta what he de- 
ſitres; can we ſuſp ect that the Spirit and Wiſdom of 

| Gon ſhould fail in this, tho we perceive or com- 
prehend not the preciſe Ways of his Operation? 
CarisT has promiſed it who is faithful and juſt, and 
we cannot doubt of the Performance; ſo long as we 
believe in him, or are in in waz to n 

„ 27 N 1 


Time . 


Beneft, to args A on the 4 Prailey of our Minds and 
Weakneſs of our Conſtitutions ; fo liable to VII hs 


takes, ſo apt to ſtray from the right wa and do © 


the Things we cannot afterwards approve If any 
one needs go beyond himſelf and the Teſtimony of 
His own Conlcience in this Point, as not feeling his 
own Errors and Paffions tempting and overſwaying' 
his cooler Judgment, he need but look abroad into 
any Ape of the World to be 9 what Kind | 
of Things we are. e eee 


* * I: Bo. FEE wk w 5 $ * 


| New. to a Man index the Dise dt his Na- | 
ture, beſet with "Temptation, hedged in with prevail- 
ing Cuſtom, it is no ſmall Encouragement to aim at 
the Chriſtian Life, were it only that he is promi ſed 5 
the Preſence of its Author to maintain his Cauſe, to 

Juſtify his Undertaking, and finiſh his Work: And 
this is an Encouragement which Philoſoptiy,,could 
never pretend to give Men to excite in them the 
Practice of Virtue, whatever our modern Haters” of 


the Goſpel may pretend. . | „ 6 5 

' Thirdly and lafftly, there 1 is yet Ade comfort- 
able Conſideration ariſing from the Promiſe in the 
Text of CrIsT's continual Preſence with his Church, 
which is the gracious Acceptance of our poor Endea- 
vours, when, we ftrive With this his Working, to 
be made thereby like unto him. For tho gur moſt 
perfect Services, as mere Men, are of no Value or 
Merit; though we are deemed unprofitable'Servatits, 
even after the ſtricteſt Obedience; tho' we have not 
the leaſt Shadow of Right: te demand any Thing as 
of Debt ; and tho? the greateſt Heroes in Chriſtianity 


come very far ſhort of as. any Thing like a 
Reward 


5 3 yet * K 6 arts by Faith, 
ithe honeſt Endeavours of the meaneſt Proſeſſots ſhall 
be accepted, on account of his Preſence, and for his 
Names Sake. Cunlsr has, i in our Nature, fulfilled 
all Righteouſneſs, and, whilſt in the Faſhion” of a 
Man, finiſhed a moff perfect Obedience; and when 
we become one with him and he with us, by Virtye 
of that Union his Obedience is ours alſo. CHRIST, 
by the Sacrifice of himſelf in our N ature; has made, 
to the moſt rigorous Juſtice, compleat Satisfaction 
for Sin; and when we are made Partakers of his 
Sufferings, the Crown of Glory ſhall be placed on 
our, Heads, and we ſhall fit together in Heavenly 
Places wich him. And indeed all our Goſpel Hopes 
are made good unto, us under, the Notion of this 
Daioh; and, by Mears, of his Preſence, we firſt 
ecame Members of CHRIST, and then Children of 
o: is the Head, and the Church i is,,expreſly 
Fred his 25 Members of his Fleſh, and Blood, : 
and Bones; and whereſoever the Head i is, e is 
dy alſo, or elſe Carr is divided. 


"'TF Os 


| 


However ſtrict then the 7 ARCS of ak . 
may appear; to thoſe who have not put on the LoxD 

| 7 yet, to thoſe that have, they become eaſy in 
ht, and thro his Love. they are made ſome- 

5 ASA than, Conquerors ic 80 that aſter all that 
Rigor an a and Stricineſs of Chriſtianity, which, Men are 
ſo apt to fancy and complain of, it amounts only to 
this, That we are called upon to come to CHRIS 
fi or Salvation ; to. be formed: according to the Model 
of his Example, in giving up ourſelves, in humble 
ion to the Divine Will in all Things; thus 

we become Partakers of ChRISr's Merits and all 


the Bleſſedneſs that follows. _ 3 
471 | ; | : Now . 


ve 


ü 


Now, he who * chis is bard or unreaſonable, or 
that it is not in a Man's Power to endeavour to yeild / 
himſelf up to be faſhioned anew by his Maker, muſt 
be one of thoſe worldly-minded Reaſoners who cavil 
at Chriſtianity, only becauſe they do not underſtand 
it; and whoſe Objections therefore, as they are 
without Number, ſo are they, to a real Chriſtian, 
without Weight; and far better, than in regarding 
them, will he be employed, when he ſays, -G OD 
be merciful unto us, and bleſs us, and ſhew us the Light 
of his Countenance ; that thy Ways may be known upon 
Earth, and thy ſaving Health among all Nations,— 
Grant this, we beſeech thee, O moſt merciful Fa- 
ther, thro' the Merits of thy dear Son JesUs CHRIS 
our LoxD; to whom, with thee and the _ pes 
be aſcribed, &c. Amen. 1 
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a. 


x/ContirHians: xii. 45 


There are Diverſities of Gifts, but the fam SPIR] 7. 
And there are Differences. of Adminiſtrations, but 
the ſame LORD. And there are Diverſities 
of Operations, but it is the IO GOD that work- 
eth all in all, | | „ 


| * no Paſſas in the whole Scrip- 
FF tures, where 12 Trinity in Unity is 
| more ſtrongly or more compleatly ſet 
xxx) . forth together in one unbroken View, 

* each acting in his reſpective Character, 
than in the Words of the Text which are now. be- 
fore us: And I have purpoſely made Choice of it to 
diſcourſe upon at this ſolemn Seaſon, as moſt ſuit- 
able to.the Deſign of the Church, which has ſet a-part 
this Day for the Celebration of the great Myſtery o of 
the holy, bleſſed, and glorious Trinity; the one 
undivided Gop of the Chriſtians : And L hope to do 
it in ſuch a Manner, as not to perplex the Matter 
with Attempts to explain what there is in it above 


our Capacities to comprehend; for Gop, whether 
N 2 in 


8 Jy e * : r R r R W 
; & 
% 2 ry þ : 


in Trinity or Unity, is * tog aſt an Object 

for a 2 Fr 2 an adequate a 
ception of. Leaving it therefore as a moſt ſublime 
| and deep Myſtery, . ſhall endeavour only to ſave 
the Doctrine from the Contradictions in which hut 
man Reaſon would involve it; and draw. ſuch uſeful 
Concluſions from it, as may beſt ferve to eſtabliſh 


our Faith, and comfort our Hearts with Joy in be- 
— | 


we have = 4 erde before us the whole Del 
entire, and every Perſon by himſelf in his regular 
Office, acting, as it were, jointly and ſeparately to 
compleat the Salvation of Mankind. Here are Gift 
from the SeirIT, Adminiſtrations from the Lok 
Cunisr, and the working Power from 'Gop. the 
Father of all. Three Times we read in Scripture 
of the ſolemn Aſſemblage of theſe Divine Perſons; 
at the Creation of the World; at the Baptiſm of 
CrrisT, which was a new e of it; and here, 
at the Eſtabliſhment of the Faithful into a Body of 
Saints, redeem'd from the Earth: And upon each of 
theſe Occaſions ſomething peculiar to their Divine 
CharaQters, as they ſtand diſtinguiſh'd in a Tri- une 
Order, is deliver'd as a Bounty to Mankind. Gifts, 
or inward Endowments and Qua ifications from the 
Holy Spirit; Adminiſtrations, of the Call to exerciſe 


a theſe Gifts and Endowments properly, from CHRIST 


the Lok p; and Operations, or the Effect and bleſſed 
Fruit and Ta” e Gop the Father, who 
worketh all in all. a Wr 8 


3 


Let us be exrdful 6 to conceive cy: of this 1555 
ten leſt the Mind; drawn aſide by theſe Terms of 
Diſtinction, be led to divide or ſplit the Godhead in- 


* 


to Parts, and then to co _ 'thus aden M Eb 
Miſtake, 4 If they be three; then they cannot be = 
one ; otherwiſe three is no more three, atid one no 1 
longer one.“ The Concluſion is certainly true, put | 8 
the Premiſes are an utter Miſapprehenſion of * "he 
whole Matter: The Trinity was never but in Unity, 
neither can the Godhead be divided. Wherever” 
any one Perſon is ſaid to act, the whole Gop is 
ways ke 


* E 
1 Jae £3044 at. ht 


"As this is. the ms material Point, and neceſſary: | 
to be clearly underſtood, in order to avoid Confuſion 
in our Chriſtian Notion, of the Deity, I ſhall dwell 
a while longer upon it; not without Hopes that, * 
when it comes to be often taken into Conlideration, . | 
the Harſhneſs of i its firſt Appearance will, by Degrees, 
wear off ; and the Underſtanding . as freely embrace 
it, as any other Truth it admits without, a; perfect 
Comprehenſion, Let it be obſerv'd then that, in ; 
other Parts of Scripture, where . theſe Matters are“ 
treated, the Order in which St. Paul has placed 
them ls inverted. or wholly neglected, and that with 


out any Prejudice to the Text, i * ae 
the Tri rinity therein contain d. \ Nei em 75 


G34. 5 


Gifts here ate afcribed to the 8 irit but mo Tast | 


1 


ſa ays —— good oy cometh og iis, and wk 15 


ini S610 373. 104 on oth 215 a I Jen; 

G or Call t to > the Exerciſe of pd ifts, 
are here aſſigned to CHRIS or the Lox ; by-and- 
by Gop the Father is ſaid to ordain ſome Prophets, | 
ſome Apoſtles; and, in the As, the Holy Ghoſt 


N3 - . appoints 


. 


berge Þ 


bee cen, The working power like wiſe, which 
is here attributed to the Father, St. John equally 
aſcribes io the San, making CarzsT' mah, in the 
ſame Breath, My Father worketh bitherro, and I work, 
Next we Nad, all theſe worketh that one and felf fame 
Spirit. Thus all and every of the three Perſons are 
. ee A e Ae 


3 And the true Reaſon, 1 conceive, NE 3 are 
1 thus ſorted, and diverſly appropriated, is becauſe of 
FF the apt Congruity they bear to the three great and 
= perſonal Attributes of the eternally one and undivided 
; | Gon. The Spirit is the eſſential Love of the Father 
and the Son. Love then is his perfonal Property: 
and as Love is ever bountiful, and Bounty ever full 
of Gifts,” hence the Spirit is ſaid ta be the Giver of 
Gifts. ' CuntsT is the effentiat Wiſdom of the Fa- 
ther; and 'becauſe it is Wifdom's Office to order” 
and dĩrect, therefore Adminiſtrations are here given 
; to the Son: And Gop v call the Father Almigh ty, 
Might and Power is his peculiar Attribute; and 
1 Power it is that worketh all in all, and therefore Work 
| is made his particulat Affigrimett.” But you perceive | 
here i is but one Gop all this while, and that the Sort- 
ment is of the Attributes, and ki b are ſometimes 
| varioully boy es * without burting the Unity 4 


= ourkeves, . is | e rather to new Gop's Mai-) 

= ner of dealing with 1 Soul, than to countenance 
8. any Thing like Diviſion in the one infinite lM 
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Hain wing 28 fn” n ome e Meaſure, ure, ee Mat- i 


ter from x. Perplexity in which human. Learning, 
and the 100 

"without having received either Gift, or Call, or 
working Power from him, would involve it, 1 ſhall 
now proceed to ſay ſomething. more particular upon 


om of thoſe who will be talking, of Gop 


theſe thre ree Heads, and; that. in. the Or 4 15 voy" ö 


Wa he bros us in the Tee. pi han 


+ {IBS 


pp ms = to be 4 before we can, to any 


good Purpoſe, 9 den in n Works of 8 


* Halyation, 


* 


p | | 1 it. of the N our 1 call'd 1 Cantor 
to the ene or {hs of _ T An 


27 
* 1 


Ul. Ot the Ef, « or Working, of theſe A 


Which is the Blefling of Gop the Father upon 
. our. Endeavours and Labour in the LORD. 


All theſe Rand h here i in 1 and aodly 8 | 


hs Gifts before the Call to uſe them: We cannot 
"trade till our Talent be delivered to us; nor can we 


improve the Talents thus committed to our Truſt, 


till we are inſtructed in the Way of uſing them; and 


both Gift and Calling to the Exerciſe of them; be- 


fore the Work be taken er en to my 


| good Purpoſe, Aud. 55 
Vini, Of the Gifts of 90 $picie, and th Nature 
of them. The Word in the Original i is-purely Chri- 
tian, andi is not to be met with in any Lacken A* 
thor. We tranſlate i it Gift, _ ſo it ſignifi” 


x „ 2 3 
this. does not come up to, the full Meaning of the 
Word. It is not enough for a Chriſtian to ſay he 
Bas a Thing, as was the Cuſtom of the wiſe Hea- 
then; who, when they were endowed with any Abi- 
| ity, called it an Habit, and look'd no farther than | 
+ -themſelves, as in Right of Poſſeſſion. But the Chri- 
ſtian conſiders farther ; he looks about to fee how he 
came by this Ability, and from whom he hath re- 
ceived it; and in this humble Temper of Depend- 
ence and Thankfulneſs for Help, the whole Be- 
"nefit of it ſtands. A Chriſtian has no ſuch Thougbt 
ever entering his Mind, as that he has a Property i in 
EE: any ſpiritual | Matter, or that Power therein ſprings 
Fo out of Abilities lodged in himſelf by Right of Na- 
| ture. He acknowledges every Thing of this Kind 
to come from another Hand, and that his very Life 
is but a borrowed Principle: And conſequently the 
Language of the Soul, upon the Receipt of any Power 
or Diſpoſition to Good, is Nor unto us, not unto us, 
00 LORD, but. unto thy Name be the Praiſe ! And 
this is the conſtant Style of all the inſpired Pen-men. 
wp _ Unto every one of us, faith St. Paul, is given. Every 
Sg Thing that is good, faith St. James, is a Gift, and 
* cometb down from above. And, farther, it is a Gift 
ih. fuch a Nature as has no Cauſe or Conſideration | 
oing before to move the . it is a free Gift; ; 
Fe is'2 purely of * | | 


This Word; the Pride Iv IT) ate; never 
did. nor never will, kindly digeſt. Nature delights 15 
in Property, it ſcorns to be beholden, and chuſes 
rather to be puff d up with windy Boaſts of its own 
5 gelt ſuffciency, than acknowledge à daily Depend- 
2 5 5; . ence. on any. ' whether in Heaven or Earth. This 
= -- Arine of * ree n is ever r therefore unwelcome 
En 4 


a © 
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4 Nature, becauſe it ftrikes at the wary Root of pride, 

and uttetly excludes Boaſting, her favourite r 

ns, What haft thou that e 

thos didſi nit receive; and if thou didft receive. We” 

why di thou boaſt thyſelf as if thou didft not receive, © 

it? If a Chriſtian boaſt at all, he boafts of Gon 
and that he is e to do al Day longs: 3 

i — 2 Word i if we —.— Han in, or 1 our- . 
ſelves, either is wil o or do all that a righteous Judge 
can require of us; or if, though we have not at pre- 
ſent this Power, we have nevertheleſs that within us 
that makes ſuch an Ability a Debt to our Merit, 
why then the Redeemer is not wanted, and we have 
whereof to boaſt ; but neither of theſe will do before | 

Gor; it muſt be freely given and freely received be- 
fore it can fit the Chriſtian Scheme, or reach, the  ' 
Senſe of the original and truly Chriſtian Word 
XaAgicha, which we call Gi/t.in the Text: And j in the 

Irina of theſe Free Gifts: for the Work of Re- 
demption, Gop is call'd the Holy Spirit; and of which - 
Giver, or-Gift, the natural Man is utterly ignorant: 
He tells that he has a Soul, and that is all the Spirit 
he takes Cognizance of; and which is therefore I 
ſty led 5 Animal Soul, and which is common or eſ- 
bend to all the Sons and Daughters of Adam. But 

the Chriſtian takes Notice of another Spirit, and of 

quite another Nature and Intereſt, and for which 

5 Reaſons he knows not to be his on: And St. Paul, 

in reckoning up the ſeveral conſtituent Parts of the 

regenerate Man' s Nature, gives this Principle the 
Precedeney.—1 pray GOD, ſaith "oy 1 * * 
| rity Soul * viel be e | 
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e i ne r de ure; even 0 that one 
and Rf. fame Spirit that holds, in Bonds bf Fests and 
Harmony, GD and alt his Creatures: Here the 
Shriſtian Revelation comes acrofs the Whole Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Conception of all Mankind: They mult 
have their Nine Muſes : their Thitze Grabes; Gods 
2 and Goddeſſes WN Number; all Notions ſuit- 
Able to the natural Spirit of Man, Which is as various 
An kde ©onflitiitivis"6f the Perfbiis it inftitins. As 
many Men; ſo nidhy Minds; and as great a Number 
and Variety of original Powers ſeem neceſſary to di- 
rect and fulfil their Deſires, Chriſtians, in the mean 
nile, detive” all flom ohe bleſſed Source, which 
Wg It their dio alhing Mark to be all of one 

Mind, and of one Heart, and that becauſe they are all 
ere and directed by one and tHe lame Spirit: 
For it #theirVnity of Spirit that is theft real Bond of 
4 Tbeir whole Multitude is of one Heart, and 
bd: 4 v9 one Body, becadſe” they Habe 'all bur one 
Mind: An their Divetfity and Variety are lovely, be- 
Auſe they all center in one and the fame Gov. This 
Power and this Diſceriiing they habe 45 & Free Gift of 
Grace from the Free Spirit of Grace; not from 
theitiſclves in any Senſe, but from Gov; for the 


Sake of Crunter, and "by the 2 of che Fly 
2 it. 8 = 7 8 5 5 5 ; 


wee Man tabs b. his mw : Wir and u ey he 

fot what Knowledge or "Wiſdom he can procure; 
and enters all the Improvements of his Nature under 
the Head of good Diſcipline and good Education. 
| . enlightned Chriſtian, in the mean while, per- 
, CENVes that there i is little Truth or ſound Knowledge, 
, ep * e * 


s 


67 Goadnels iu all thilci Acad 
ſitions ; Wherefore he cries and prays mightily: to that; 
Gov. that made him, that he would mend him. He 
knows his natural Parts and his acquired Habits ate 
both of a Sort, and that unleſs it will pleaſe Gop to 
give him a new Heart and à new Spirit, he can only 

improve the old one; which, as it is bad in Nature, 

ſo its proper Growth and Improvement is uy, 28 
nn Mantia N to andes F oh 

Now, all theſe. ens e Gifs Grote: Game iD EAPO 

various in Degree, and divers in Name, and Manner 
of beſtowing, are yet all one in Goodneſs. He di- 


vides them ſeverally as he wills, but his Will is whol- 
lvy directed to the Benefit of the Receiver: Not all 
Gifts to one Man, nor one Gift: to alb Men: To 
every one his ſpecial and proper Gift; to one in this 
Kind, to another in that; to every Man arcording to + 
his ſeveral Abilities. © Fhus tempering the Souls of 
Men together, as he hath done the Members of their 
Bodies; or the greater Body of the World, wherein 
mutual Commerce and good Neighbourhood is main- 
tained, by ſupplying the Inequality that Abundance 
in one Neceſſary, and Want in e e 
occaſion. 1 


I have dwelt ſomewhat ER thik Head; be- 
cauſe. it is very ſeldom handled, and becauſe it lies 
neareſt to our own Intereſt; for unleſs the SouF be 
©thus helped by the Spitit, neither the Call of Cantor 5 
nor the Work of the Father can go forward. I. 

deed, without Ability thus communicated; 4 Man 
has nothing to be called to, nor has he any Thing to 
work upon: But, being thus fürniſhed witk His Gifts 
and, COM he is now in the proper Situdtion y 


precene 


** 


5 


theſe Things. Now. this Call-to Office 
priated to Gon the Son in the Text. "Differences of 
a but the 3 man . * ee 


. 


The FR Thing I at to 15 ne di- 


lnctiy upon. In Truth, where the Spirit has not 


done his Office, CHRIS cannot begin his; for with- 
out that Sort of Life, which i is his Gift, there is no 
ſetting one Foot forward. What can Calling avail, 
if there be no Life! A 
ed by: Me. 
But den eee that tht we may ave Meet 
a Talent, yet we are not to offer to W with it till 
it pleaſe Gon in CRRISH to diſpoſe us thereunto. 
He calls all to their reſpective — and affigns to 
every Man his proper Place and Manner of employ- 
ing his. Talents to profit withall. No Man, how- 
ever gifted, is to take upon himſelf otherwiſe than be 
is called, and has his Place and Office aſſigned him. 


Every one is not, Hand- over- Head, confuſedly to 
meddle with every e but all is to be — | 


"ow 5 3 
1 

Poet Word Diviſian . this; which 3 is 

tha-ſoningevery Thing, and diſpoſing it into its pro- 


per Rank and Place. God: is the Gop of Order, 
and: Confuſion is his Averſion: Every one thereſore, 

whatevet his Gift may be, is to ſtay till his Place and 
TOON: 8 —_— him a Call from * wann 


* 
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And 3 intelligible in All 3 Aen. 4 
where . A never ſo fair a Hand does not 
25124 | intitle 
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intitle him to he Office of a Secretary, or vive him 
the Authority of a publick Notary; nor does the 
deepeſt Skill in Law authorize the paſſing the defini- 
tire Sentence of a Judge. And as 'CarIsT. calls 
none to Office but whom the Spirit firſt enables to 
perform it, ſo he neglects none that are ſo qualified. 
If any Man be ignorant, faith the Apoſtle, let him be 
ignorant, and not take upon himſelf the Place and 
Office of the Skilful. No one is to thruſt himſelf 
into a Place diſproportioned to the Strength, Know- 
ledge, and Ability it has pleaſed Gop to afford him, 
left he be found, in the Execution, to have ſtretched _ 
his Line of Things beyond his Meaſure. All 
Things are not given to all Men; and to go about to 
miniſter in Matters wherein we have nothing to ad- 
miniſter, will be found, in the Iſſue, a very dangerous 
Miſtake. This is running before we have our Ti- 
dings to bear; and dee Here am W when * 
oy calls us. hs 
There are two Examples on 133 in 2 4 Bible, 
that may ſerve to illuſtrate this r and wich re- 
eating them I ſhall finiſh this Ph 17 5 
__- Uzziah had no 5 Cal at all to 3 3 before 
the Loxp; and, for attempting it, was ſmitten with 
a Leproſy. that carried him to his Grave, Uzzah 
had a Calling, but becauſe. he went beyond. the De- 
gree of it, he was ſtruck with immediate Death. All 
theſe Things were written for our Admonition: Let 
no Man therefore preſume beyond the Ability that 
God gives, or meddle with Adminiſtrations to which 
| CarrsT hath not affigned him. He gives to every 
Man his Welke and to the. Porter a Command only 
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The third and la Thing 1 promiſed to be parti - 
Ea upon, comes now before us in its Order, and 
which I ſhall diſpatch in a few Words, ur the * 


e ne Uo, - 


fie ho ERA enen eh Gifts, and 4 Cattings 


to the Exerciſe of them, and-which is the Work and 


Blefling of Gop the Father upon our Endeavours and 
Labour in the Loxp. There are Diverſities of Ope- 
rations, but it is the fame GO that worketh all in 


all: And without this there is nothing done; if the 


Work follow not, the Gift is idle, the Calling vain. 
All God's Works are Wonders; but his Manner of 
bringing Light 'out of Darkneſs, and Good out of 


Evil; his working of Ri ghteouſneſs into, and out of, 


ſuch wretehedly corrupted Souls and Bodies as ours 
are become by Sin, is a Matter quite aſtoniſhing : 

But when we come to conſider the Almightineſs 07 
the Agent; that it is the Great and Mighty Gop 
himſelf that works all our Works in us, and that both 
to will as well as to do: Here Faith fteps in to our 
Relief, ſtops every Mouth from objeRing the Impoſ- 


Ability, and turns all our Difficulties in Believing in- 


to a Wonder of Love. Divine Charity thus ſhed 
abroad iri'the Heart, can teach it to hope all Things, 
and believe all Things, as well as endute all Things 
that are ; geceſſary 1 to be undergone to fit it for Hea- 
ven, and make it meet fo be A \ Farther with the 
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the Treaſure that lies foMded and wrapt up in 


the otiginal Word only, which is here in the Text 
rendered Forketh - It is the ſame GOD that worketh 


Me" all: * ſhould be convinced, without a | 
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N farther, of this moſt comfortable. Trith;That 
there is no good Thing which. can; enter into dur 
Hearts to. caneeive, but what we are cauntenanced by 


the Expreſſion to hope fat and expect from-the/Ener- = 
gy and Power of ſo mighty and: all· merciſul a Work · my 
Maſter, he not only enables us wholly to labour in 


- the Heavenly Calling, but werks the very Diſpeſition 


to * ſo _—_— e e Wee Fer. 5 


Ney, hei 1s | himſelf, che very 2 F wag 30 | 
Ph all in all: And accordingly we are taught 10 
make it a Part of our daily Acknowledgment in our 
Prayers Thine is the Kingdom, thine is the Power; 


1 has never delivered it out of his own Hand, or de- 


egated the Exerciſe of it to another, independent of 


Waal, and to him therefore be the Glory of all. 


2 perverſe Management. According to St. Paul's 


Phraſe, Gon not only co-operates as from without, 


Only be careful to diſtinguiſn the Defect en be 
Work, and you can never carry this Thought farther | 
than the Truth of the Thing, and the Scripture Ac- 
count will bear you out in. As Motion is the Work, 
and as Halting i is the Defotmity ; and as all Motion 
is from the Life, and all Haltiog-fow the-Crooked-  - 
neſs or other-Defe& of the Limbs ; even ſo Go 
works all in all perfectly, and every DefeR, in the 
lſſue, is ſolely from the Obliquity and Perverſeneſs of 
corrupt and untoward Nature. All is good from 
Gop, but ſpoiled by ourſelves in an aukward and 
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but works in us as in an Elaboratory: Nay, farther, - 
works into us the very Principle of a. _y 
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From the whole; If our 
Ghoſt: If our to the Uſe of it be the 
4 Adminiſtration of Cnnisr; and if the Work aſter- 
ward be wrought in us by the Father, Pride falls to 
90 and Boaſting is utterly excluded. We 
have nothing; left properly our own, but the Power 
d neglect the Gift, not to anſwer the Call, and to 

deſorm the all- perfect Work of Gon. What can we 
- fay under ſuch a Senſe, but, O Holy and Bleſſed Tri 

nity, have Mercy upon us, miſerable Sinners; and to 
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von is the unhappy Cirettaſlacs of 
3 fallen imo, t 
Things belonging to the Spirit up te 
| the very Nees are bear and receiv'd 
* with 4 | ſuſpicious Prejudice- The 
Word itſelf is become as' # Ball of Contention; it 
is made a Mark amongſt us of diſtinguiſhed Con- 
| tempt, and ſo ſoon as it appears, little eiſe is expect- 
ed bat au angty Strife about Words; che Ear, but 
ſiruck upon by the Sound, immediately prepares it= 
ſelf to hear, according to the Turn of che Speaket, 
nothing better than 4 Wrathfil Rhapſody either of 
Blaſpheniy or Enthufiaſm. How this Temper makes, 
as well as proves, us to be deſperately wicked, and, 
with regard to the Goſpel, in a moſt wretched State, 


I ſhall not aim to aggravate, or 1 nnn 
meddle with. 


> ood .. 
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© hall only take a Hint from hence to manage 
the Subject with much Caution and Circumſpection; 
well knowing that Man, in his natural Make, can 
bear as well as fee, juſt as likes him beſt, as ſuits - 
bis preſent Diſpoſition and Caſt of Mind; ſome have 
an Eye, only for Blemiſhes, and others have Ears 
only ſor Blunders: To avoid, as much as poſſible, 
every Thing of this Kind, it being a Chriſtian 
Preacher's Office not to offend, but rather to recon- 
cile, I ſhall endeavour to ſettle well the Meaning of 
the Phraſe ; and before I enter upon the Deſcription 
and Bleſſedneſs of the ſpiritual Life, ſhall. explain 
thoroughly what the Spirit, and OW and walking 
in it, really NO. 


Now, it is a PIE: the Drift of the whole 
Epiſtle from whence the Text is taken, that it muſt 
mean ſomething that is contrary to the Fleſh : Mali 
in the Spirit, and ye ſpall not fulfil 1 
Hlaſb. So that if it be acknowledged that the Fleſh 
ſtands for. the Principle of Corruption, its Oppoſite 
then may well lignify the Truth or unchangeable 
Subſtance, which i is the Life or Ground of all Ex- 
tence, the true Foundation - Principle upon which 
all Things in Heaven and Earth are built: For ſuch 
as the. Spirit, h. ſuch is the Life and Mode, of Being 
every created Subſtance. Tb underſtand this, 
and to live and walk accordingly, forms ſuch, a Dif- 
ference, in the Mind, as to, be called in Scripture, 
Newneſs, of Life and a regenerate Nature; and thoſe 
who are actuated and informed by ee Prin- 
ciple, are h to Ave and. walk in the Spirit, here, 
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But ſome there 10 whs i: underſtand by it 
oply an Aﬀent to the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, in the, 
general ; ; and accordingly would have. this Walking, 
in the Spirit to be nothing more than what is term'd, | 
Embracing the Chriſtian Religion: But if this be ſo, 
what then becomes of the Fleſh. that is ſaid to act 
contrary to ĩt ? Why, for this they have an- Anſwer. 
at Hand, ſuch, a; one as it is, It means Judaiſm. 
But what becomes then of the fleſhly Luſts that war 
2 the 3 Are 1 n be 


+ £ £5 


os SEN "oY — Wag oy 


<p 
"This # Fleſh has likewiſe, * 8 numerous 
Offspring, ſuch as Adultery, Fornication, Laſcivi- 
ouſneſs, Idolatries, Hatred, Variance, Emulation, 
Wrath, Strife, edition: Muſt all- theſe its natural 
Iſſue be laid too at the of the 9ynagogue'? Are 
all theſe the Btood of the Ceremonial Law, of carnal 
Commandments ? Or are they not rather the genuine 
Iſſue of univerſally corrupted Nature? What 'a 
wretched Appearance do our Struggles to get rid of 
the Truths of Gop make; and what a vain Attempt 
is it to make them pan with our weak and corrupt 
Syſtems ? I ſee not with; what dhew of Reaſon W 
can underſtand: by the Fleſh any Thing ſhort of the 
fires of the carhal Mind; and then by the Spirit that 
oppoſes it, we ſhall be compelled to underſtand that 
Grace of Gop which can alone bid it Defiance, 
"iy the Progreſs of _ prevailing Power. IW 
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5 av tc c, nt eee et 
Conſider farther : : What can be Mane by our be- 
ing led by the Spirit? Wyny poſfibly we fhall* be told 
That there is no more in this Expreſſion than in the 
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it into the ſpeculative Knowledge and Meaning of 
the Goſpel, as the Star ed the wiſe Men of the Eaſt 


to the Sight of the AR. This is @ Point hee | 
; however, that the Grate of Goy is thus far to | 


Leader. But what ſaith the Scripture : will put 
my Spirit within" you, and cauſe you” 1% toalt in my 
Statutes: And what are theſe but the whole Will 


and Wold of God ? Amongſt which we find, If 


any Mats will come” after me, let him deny "himſelf, 
tate up his Croſs and follow me. M ort out your — a 
Salvation with Fear and Trembling. Quench not the 


Spirit. —Abſtain from all Appearance of E vil: 1 


4 Maltitude of ocherd es the nw * 
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a by Kyi aid. wallking i in the Spirit e en e 


underſtood no less chan that Chriftians are to live 


an holy” Life, wholly by its Inſtuence, Direction, 
and Power: And to this Truth the whole Seriptures 
dear Witneſs, At many as are led by the Spirit 

600, they art the Sons ef 60 D, and none elle. 


wei, Pulte guide ms with ty Counſel, ſalth the Plat 
iſt nit be Balk load you into all Truth, ſaith St. 


John. He muſt open the Underſtanding or the 


neuer be ſincerely obeyed. Far — me, mien 
nur Lonb, ye cs dv nothing. Aud therefore, faith 
:Diavid; who ſaw: this Truth, 7 will go forth in the 


Strmigth' of the LORD GO, a in thee only 
will 7 make mention of thy Name. All theſe Sayings 


- ſtand unrepeal ere e . 


8 A 1 18; 1 „ f ne AF 
-1-Amdithis DoQuite, ir in its ald Ebert mer many 
- make themſelves ſtrange to it, is oontinually in cur 


WW By the 
Me | | Grace 


high Promotion; By the Help of: & 
nary Phraſe before every — ; — 
permit, the conſtant Condition in every Thing we, 
bargain to perform. How does this differ from the 
Apoſtle's Aſſertion,—L labeured ; yet nat I, but th 
Grace of GO D which was with me; except it be 
a e believed, hs e laid, der na 
o_—_ it. XY of $41 DIO YY 113} 10 1 12 213 19 
Nr 85 „ '9 $4.68 Ai 592 TA mA 21 of) 10 
T0 live and 3 the Spirit muſt ſigni- 
fy ſuch a State of Life and Converſation, as he-creates 
and conducts ; the firſt Step towards which is a 
thorough ConviRion that, of ourſelves merely, we 
can do nothing, but our own Will, which briefly 
comprehends the whole Work of Sin and Death, 
Whenloever therefore we find any clear Light break · 
ing in upon the Mind, whether from the Word, or 
. from Thoughts ariſing in our Hearts, (for Gop is 
not bound. in his Manner of Helping the poor fallen 
Soul) and it prove ſufficient to turn back from the 
preconceived Exil, and to give a Luſtre to the dey 
ſpiſed Good, both which we ſind contrary to the 
Dictates of our own. carnal Will and Judgment ; 
in ſuch Caſe we may ſafely conclude: that this is a 
Call from Gop. And if we follow. on, thus to 
know the Los, and let fuch godly Admonitions Ee 
| the Guide of our Feet, we then aſſuredly do walk 
in the Spirit: And if we perſeyere Pa and ſuch 
Directions become habitual, why then we may, with 
Confidence, conclude that we live likewiſe in the | 
Spirit: The new Heart, thus obtained, becomes 
the Principle « of a new Like... For that which is born 
of the Spirit, is as ſurely diſtinguiſhed to be ſpiritual, 
I. e. of an 3 and exalted Nature, as that which 
| 0 3 - is 
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is born 8 is known to be carnal, 1 N 
a low, ſenſual, ſelſiſh and diſhoneſt Turn. Where 
js the Difficulty of admitting this? Does not even 
common Senſe lead us into the Avpreunſion or 
Knowledge of it? Do not the Children of this World 
themſelves ſerve to an Example for the underſtand- 
ing theſe better Things? For do they not liye and 
walk according as they are actuated and informed 
by the Spirit of the World, by the Prince and Power 
of the Air, acco according as this their God worketh in 
them? Their Life is where their Converſation is, in 
the Luſts of the Fleſh. They are led too, to ſerve - 
| their Bellies, by the Admonition of their Appetites, 
and by the prudential Adminiſtration of the well- 
taſted Creature. They are led to gratify Pride and 
Covetouſneſs, by the Influence or Inſpiration of the 
ſelf ſame Spirit that liſted up Lucifer formerly to 
rebel againſt the Almighty, and which has ſince 
humbled him down to act the low Part of Mammon 
of Unrighteouſneſs· The Spirit within the Children 
of Diſobedience is known by them to be che ſame 
with the Spirit without them, and that the Life they 
form is all as one: Hand- in-Hand they always walk, 
and together tread the Path of Life. All chis, I ſay, 
is highly intelligible in the Child of Darkneſs, and 
ho comes it to be ſuch a Myftery when applied to 
the Children of Light ? May not they live and walk, 
in like Manner, with Tempers ſuitable to their re- 
ſpeQive Leaders ? May 'they not be excited by an 
Heavenly Appetite to hunger and thirſt after Righte-- 
_ ouſnels ? And may not ſuch Deſires be increaſed by 
Vfe, till their Converſation be in Heaven, till they 
bk in ve 13 and el wy oth walk with Gop ? 


| But 


„ 

But is it not deplorable to think, that the Work 
ings of an evil Spirit within us ſhall be ſo readily, - 
admitted and underſtood, and at the ſame Time the 
bleſſed Operation of a good Spirit upon us be treated 
| FFC 

3 We er re N other ? 


But, e e Wa Matters thus: a 
by explaining the Expreſſion, and pointing at the 
Reality of the Thing, I ſhall ſpend the Remainder, 
of the Time in deſcribing the Bleſſedneſs of the Spi- 
ritual Life, and that in a three-fold View; but all 
> oof ANSP a 4 | 


WW R aft tran? n+ 3 f Lt 
by That 5 Mind, h han: 2 1 Tendency tas 
wards: Truth and Godlineſs, „ ina 


II. That the Jamal his Heart: is in 3 every | 
15 — that r to ah wt» live agg e 


Ul. That by ** 2 in 1 
4 5 my ys e. at Mens an en 


| had os 1 am to | ſhew the Bleſſcdneſs of the 
Chriſtian's Life; in that his Mind has. 2. ba 
"Fwy towards. the Truths of Godlinels. | 


is 0006 e. ever. „„ mths in hs 
: Heart, the Underſtanding immediately takes a Turn 
to defend his Goodneſs and Truth; and, from the 
Sight of them, concludes that the Creature muſt be 


ö OR for Ms otherwiſe the cw 8 
| Good- 
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Goodneſs muſt have let them reſt quietly in the Bed 
of unereated Silence, and not have diſturbed Inſen- 
ſibility with a Call to a painful or diflatisfying State 
of Exiſtence. - He next caſts about to know what 
the Will of the Lozp-is; with regard to what is to 
be done, to fit him for this intended State of Glory; 
and in the right ordering of his Converſation with 
reſpect to theſe Matters, according to the Word of 
Son, he gains the Scripture Character of a Godly 

or Heaven Hs en 00: ee er 

| in Heaven. | L 


ee tans: "Y ie OY 8 
Grace, and Goodneſs which is laid up for him in 
the Redeemer, who put on his Nature to deliver him 

from the Evil of it, and became his Brother in Tri- 
bulation, that he might make him à Child of Gop, 
and an Inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven: And, 
In the Study of this Myſtery of Divine Love, he 
joins the whole Fatnily of Carisr, both in Heaven 
And Earth. They are all of one Mind, all of one 
Mouth, all of one Buſineſs : Thus even when he 
ſleeps, he commits himſelf to his Keeping who nei- 
ther ſhimbers nor ſleeps; and when he awakes, he 
is, with the Pſalmi/?, ever preſent with him. Their 
one Thing neceſſary is how bet ta ſeek and ſerve, 
to pleaſe and praiſe the Lok H; that they may final- 
ly be accepted and found in Peace of him, wot having 
their own Righteouſneſs but the Righteouſneſs which is 
of GOD by Faith. Thus they trade for the Goſpel-. 
Peart, and have 4 7 cer 1 «ak it WIND them 
ficady in N we 


Tum br Eye ter s a \ Moment 'on "the worldly 


; Worker, and gain In : He too lays him 
| down 
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down to Reſt; 5 truſts his Doors are ſaſe * 
he awakes, be is preſent with his Goods, his Gods. 
Whether Epicuie or Adulterer, their earlieſt Thoughts 
are with their reſpective Deities: T heſe;Merchams; 
too are trading in their Way, for Gold, and Silver, 
and Spice; for Corn, or Wine, or Cattle; perhaps 
for flighter Merchandize, dealing in Faſhions, and 
Feaſts, and Sports; trading in Toys and Feathers, 

in Apes and Peacock; whilſt Chriſtians are carrying 
on a Commerce in Prayers, and Promiſes; in Faith 
and Repentance; in Patience and Humility; in 
Mercy and Charity; that, by ſuch Riches, they may 
make their Calling and Elethon ſure; and ſp an En- 
trance may be adminiſtered to them abundantly into 
the Everlaſting Kingdom of their Loxp and Saviour. 
Such is a Chriſtian's Employment, and it both makes 
and proves him to be a Chtiſtian. Ang as this is 
e it is nenn _— mo 

_ ou HET 45; Rot | 


3 . # 4 r 2 
5 9 vis ; o ; 


The Gerd Thing Py The ſoy Aten tiert 
is to ſee every Thing belonging to the Spirit live and 
grow in them. The LORD is their Light. and their 
Saluation . They have ſet Gop always before them; 
therefore their Hearts are glad, and their Glory re- 
Joices ; the Thoughts of Gon are ever dear to their 
Affections, and precious in their Eſteem: They find 
| Delight too in the Law of the Lord, and in it they 

_ would meditate Day and Night: They find Pleaſure 
in doing his Will, even in the hardeſt Inſtandes, in 
Faſtings and Watchings, in wreſtling againſt din, and 
in mortifying the Body vrherein it dwells: They find 


- S$weetneſs in their very Toils and Afſliction ; as: ſer- 


rowful, faith ' the Apoſtle, yet. alway” rejoicing: Ag 


Kanne ner riotous ire,” inthe Midft of that 
| Laughter 


5 


© Laigbter the Heart is ſad ;" ſo it may be laid of pi. 
ritual Mourning, in the Mfdft of it the Heart is joy- 
ful. Indeed the Heart of a pious Perſon never feels 
_ itſelf in ſo ſweet a Frame, as when it melts with true 
godly Sorrow. ſat me down, ſaith Solomon, under 
- bis Shadow with great Deligbt, end bis Fruit was 
6 85 ſweet to ny Taſte. They have taſted that the LORD 
i gracious, and therefore their chief Delight is in 
- Him, and in every Work that he enjoins them: Pray- | 
ing and Reading is exceeding; pleaſant ; they find in 
theſe Exerciſes the proper Food: to  nouriſh- and 
ſtrengthen - the Soul, which renders all of this Kind 
highly delightful. Worldly Minds think all this ſad 
heavy Stuff, woful dry Employment. They count 
_ themſelves to have hit upon the true Vein of Pleaſure, 
to be found in the open Field; or in the ſecret Cham- 
ders; in Gaming, and Drefling, and Dancing; in 
fitting down to eat and drink, and riſing up to play: 
Which is all one as to ſay that Gon hath put more 
Comfort in his Creatures than he has left in himſelf; 
and that the baſeſt and vileſt Uſe of them yields more 


Content than the Fruition of their Almighty Author. 


This is as wiſe and as well judged as to ſearch for 


Syeetneſs from the Thorn, Fatneſs from the Bramble, 


1 nee e e e 
. It 231 A 1510 5 l 

When the "Mp or ſenſual Pleaſures Avis 
8 ee to Flower, from Creature to Crea- 
ture, from one Vanity to another, and ſucked out 
all the Fatneſs and Sweetneſs that theſe can yeild, a 
poor broken and contrite Chriſtian ſhall get more 
Heart's Eaſe and inward Complacency from one 
Chapter in the Bible, or from a plain Sermon that 
"mw Ae of it honeſtiy, or in an Hours Con- 

templation 
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capie on the Heavenly Hope, chan the other 
ſhall find after a whole Life waſted in the free Uſe. 
of every earthly Thing. The Goſpel; from her 
Breaſts of Conſolation, will yield more delicious Milk, 
and the Cluſters of the promiſed Land, richer Wine 
than the whole World can afford: The very Glean- 
ings of the Chriſtian's Grape are better than the full 
Vintage of the Sinner; and by conſtantly Feeding 
on ſuch ſpiritual Load and drinking this new and 
Heavenly Wine, the Soul at length becomes of the 


: Nature and Temper of what it has been nouriſhed 


withall; it grows up into an Heavenly Frame, __ 
| into A Divine nnn Which 80 me to 


The third and 4 Thing I parpoſel to bert - 
on, and where I am to ſhew that, by thus dealing 
_ continually in theſe Heavenly Matters, Chriſtians 

every Day become more and more like the Inhabi- 
tants of Heaven: They become, by a godly Life 
and heavenly Converſation, heavenly - minded and 
godly Men : They are changed from Glory to Glory: 

into the Image and Likeneſs of what _ are thus 
continnntly REES: | 


"Ribas ans emis for it is PS Iwo 
actly in common Life. Men's ordinary Company 
and Employment, not only tincture their Minds, but 

ive a Caſt to their very Looks, and influence the 
Behaviour of the whole Man: And as a certain 

Turn in Nature uſually determines the Choice of 
our Company and Converſation, ſo the Diſpoſitions 
and Tempers thus planted, rooted, and nn. in 
us, e de e r ee NEG VE 
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about their earthly Affairs, become fill daily more 
and more earthy themſelves; all that they think, or 
fay, or do, even in religious Matters (for they have 
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Frothy Talk ad ifieg Saiplopmentsulitaned 


to and followed with Deſire and Reliſh, never fail to 
leave an additional Froth and Vanity upon the Mind. 


Even he that is only conſtrained, for a Subſiſtence, to 


do the horrid Work of groveling in Mines and raking 


in the dark Bowels of the Earth, actually rn 
thereby not only a Look, but a Caſt of Mund, dif- 
ferent from thoſe who belabour only the Sutface, and 
fetch their Bread from rending and tearing her out- 
ward Face: Nay, the Bodies as well as Minds of 
every Creature, in all their great Variety of Diſtino- 
tion, do take their Turn and Form from: the Nature 
dominates in their Conſtitution: And thus earthly- 
minded People, by being continually converſant 


their earthly Tabernacle and their worldly Sanctuary) 
ſavours of that which; as a-Load of Corruption, con- 
tinually preſſeth down the Soul, nr 
gs manic an: enſpakity... 1 


And juſt ſo Chriſtians, having the Spirit af Glory 
cominually refting upon their Minds, are tiaRured 
by it, even in their civil Eniploymeats and- bodily 
Rectreations.. His Works. favour of his Prayers, and 
his Week Days have a TinQure of his Sabbaths; 
he eats and drinks, he buys and ſells, he ploughs and 
threſlies, all in Hope as a Chriſtian. He doth not 


i hey and bear with Piety and Devotion, but 


be works and trades with the lame ; his Heart is in 


Heaven, whilft his Hand is at che lough; and he 


is ſerving Gop whilſ he is ſerving his own Neceſſities. 


He knows that Gop is preſent every where; that 
Earth | 


fant. 
Earth, as well as Heaven, is even full of che Ma- 
jeſty of his Glory; and therefore with him he muſt 
live, with him he muſt die, and that, whether in Life 
or Death, with him he ſhall continually dwell. Ee 


All this put together may be ſufficient not only to 
explain what is to be underſtood by living and walk- 

ing in the Spirit, but to make us likewiſe heartily de- 
ſire to be made Partakers in fo bleſſed a Life, in ſo de- 
lightful a Journey: And that we may be happily call'd 
thereunto, let us beſeech that LoxD, who never fails 
to help and govern them whom he brings up in his 
ſtedfaſt Fear and Love, that he would keeps us ever 
under his Protection, and make us have a perpetual 
Fear and Love of his holy Name, through Ixsus 
 CurrsT our LoRD; to whom, with the Father 
and Holy Spirit, be aſcribed, &:. Amen. | 
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cb the more 1 7 hut 4 4% 
E an! 1 be 1oved. On v0 n nt Wh. 
8 4 n nd, g 
2 | LTHOUGH = Little Portion of 
+ *2*X--Holy Writ, now before us, be full-of 
; wonderfully.ſublime and uſeful. Matter, 
yet, ſomehow, it has been careleſsly 
paſs d over, ſeldom ſo much as quoted, 
and ſearee ever profeſſedly treated upon: I ſhall do 
my Endeavour to reſcue it from its Obſcurity, by 
throwing that Light upon it which it deſerves.: At 
the very ay +" cloſe Inſpection it preſents to our View - 
a Miracle of Divine Love; ſuch a Marvel to Nature 
as even paſſes: her Underſtanding, and which is to be 
match'd by nothing upon Record but the Love of 
him who laid down his Life for his Enemies. It 
ſtands ſtrongly mark d with thy Divine Power, 0 
bleſſed Jeæso ! who alone doſt give ſuch amiable 
Gifts unto Men as tranſcend all Human Powerz; 
however heroical, to reach: Tis he alone rd 
ans a — 


„ 
broad that Sort of Love in the Heart, as enables his 
Friends and Followers not only to be joyful in Tri- 


„kast out, and trodden under-foot of Men; and 
Neve n this of SE, Paul towards bis Corin- 
ans; here (et forth in the Text. He had continued 
amongſt them labouring, : 
and Day with Tears, by the Space of a Year and 
fix Months at once; viſited them three ſeveral Times, 
and wrote to them two of his Jargeſt Epiſtles. . Theſe 
Things prove the Sincerity and Abundance. of * 
Love towards them, as being Inſtances of greate 
Affection than any other Church of his Planting had 
been favour'd withall : But how were all theſe Marks 


of Kindneſs return d? Why, truly, by having cruel 
Exceptions taken both to his Perſon and Office ;. as 


that he was by no Means to be ranked with the 


| Chiefeſt Apoſtles, but to be conſider'd only as a Kind 


tion, but even to leap for Joy when deſpitefully 


warning them Night 


of Second-rate Teacher: That he was not fo elo- 


_ queiit dy much as diverſe of them were; nor were 
his Sermons of the neat- Corinthian Order. And as 


his Utterance was mean, ſo was his Perſon little bet-. 


ter; ſomewhat good indeed at an E but that 


bis bodily Preſence was weak, as well as his Speech 


ings of Human, Paſion, would have quench'd the 


according to-theivedingry W ork- 


Flame of the moſt ardent Affection. It acted in this 


Manner, though offer d in a far leſs offenſive Degree 
upon Apollas; who, upon Experience only of their 


AO 
* 


"+ 
„ 


3 Temper death fe gem weary 
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and 3 7 20d when urged to return; had? 98 
Mind at all to repeat his Vifit: But St. Paul, as act 
ing from an higher Principle, would hot thus take 4 
Denial, or be ſo put down. His Love ſeen t6 "TY 
vide and ſander, the Properties of a Stone that has 
 paſs'd the Trial of the Fire: It was hot to be, Ihe 
that, ſleck d by Water caſt upon it; though, like that, 
it is thereby enkindled into a greater Degter of Fen-. 
vour: Fer notwithſtanding all "this Cid Reps 
pbut d forth upon his Perſon, Doctrine, and Manner, 
ſuch was his Teal for the Good: of their Souls, "that 
he here profeſſes to love them the more ns, antly, 
| as he Was loved oY chem. ge ere ch E 
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And, 1e fiduld tink 12 tint thus” der 
wem for che LS of Gain, rather than for the Love 
of them; to ſhire in their great Riches, and to make 
2 Kind of ſpiritual Merchandize ef em; _ 
for Earthly Advantage, and trucking Heavenly Pio 
miſes for Worldly Profit : That he frequented” cer 
Narket ſo much, in Hopes of exchanging his Gofpe!- 
Pearl, of great Price tecording te his own Walutien; 
for their more precious Ore, and Whoſe Valde das bet. | 
ter underſtood and more highly Tet by: He terefore 
makes a ſtriẽt Appeal to his former Conduct dh this 
much; ſuſpected Account, ſolemnly profeſfing that 0. 
thing of this Kind had he ſought, nor would he ſeek, 
ja the Negions of Haba, 1 myſelf, faith he; Wis not 
bays oe gor for T fett r bur 28 ay | 
Nu y te gods lil farther i clear wann ve Su 
baden of 4 Cheat; chat 1 
mveterate and malicious Heart" ata ve ſuggeſted 
ts lay to his Charge; which Was, That though he 
had taken 46 Gain of * able x to his dn 
Vor. II. 8 Fand, 


o 


1 


Hand, yet that he. had ſuly done as much, by Proxy; 


and though he had kept out of Sight in his own Per- 
ſon, yet that he ſhared in the Advantage that was 
made by the Hands of his Miffioners : And, not- 
withſtanding he made his Boaſt of not being burthen- 
ſome, Vet, being ech he „ them with Guile. © 55 


3 1 3 8 1 


7 3 all theſe ſpiteful id; erin OP ACA he 
e in the following Words, Did I make a 
Tuer Ey any of them whom I ſent unto you? 1 defired 
Titus, and with him I ſent a Brother: Did Titus make 
4. Gain of you ?. WalF d ve not in the' ſame Spirit ? 
Walt'd we not in the ſame Steps ? He proſeſſes, there- 
fore, not by way of excuſing himſelf to them, but 
as ſpeaking before Gop in CHRIS Tr, that he was ſo 
far from having any ſuch pitiful Intereſt in View as 
filthy Lucre, that he is willing, nay moſt willing; to 
beſtow all he had, and his very Self wer for their E. 
fication inthe, Knowledge of # Goſpel, l 


e * * 


75 „ IK. - 5 . . £ IE] 
© Notwithtanding fuch unequal Returns, as Evil for 
is kin-dur the Bewels of tieiCompation'} of which 


this very cruel Manner of Behaviour renders them 


ſtill greater Objects, hes do ry At more: 
We, Aer e . 


— # * 1 # b 


72 ? 
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2 this whole Proceeding 3 this nt 
Apoftle and theſe his Heathen Converts, is highly 


. admirable; tis even marvellous i in our Eyes, whether 


we conſider his Love or their Ingratitude ; but more 
eſpecially when an Idea of his heroical Spirit, which 


no Unkindneſs could overcome, is thus preſented. to | 
_ our Imagination: And this the rather, when we come 


to compare it with that hort of er that 


Pei! 4. 1 = : 5 *y luke ; {88 | 


Da. 


4 1 amongſt us at this Day; which; if it be not 
reſpected in ſome Degree ſuitable to its Nature and 


Deſervings, immediately grows cold; but if met with 


VUnkindneſs, or croſs d with Cruelty; ſeldom N. to 
produce e, if not Reuenge. 2 1 $149 


a 21 Lo 
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what I haye to offer farther upon the Subject; having 
nothing in Deſign more than to magnify, in your E- 
ſteem, the true Chriſtian Loves to enlarge its Bounds, 
and make it reach even to our bittereſt Enemies, by 


ſetting, in the ſtrongeſt Light, Iſhall be able, the Be- 


| haviour of the Apoſtle. in the trying Circumſtan 


no before us; and then to draw, fromthe en 
Infexrences as may beſt benefit thoſe who eee ik. 


* 


ae to be Nabe thereby... 1 3 1 le N L & bays 


FEW Io 


"= 3 ke] in Goh a. gi n Weak: | 


eee, 


with a ſeeming Degree of Approbation, but not with 
Sincerity , ſufficient: to produce an earneſt Imitation. 


The Principle itlelf ſeems ftticken in Years; grown 


old and feeble; worn out, as it were; and, as à de- 


cay'd Thing, ready to vaniſſi away. :: Pridenice; and 7 
cloſe Attention-to the main Chance, as we call it, has 


inſtructed us to put every Thing out to the beſt In- 
tereſt it will bear; Love, as well as Coin. Imitating 


herein Sans C 
Complaint, that he was no further regarded than as 


a Patron, a Giver of Fields and Vineyards, and as 4 1 
Promoter of Officers over Hundreds, and 5 Þ 


Thouſands: Or the Citizens of Epbeſus 
fied their great Goddeſa Diana, becauſe that, 50 


Silyer Shrines, they found their Advantage: Or the 


Mee of « common, „ of all ad- 
711 | | 2 2 | | mited 


ar, no Occaſion to make 1 Diviſion Te, 


, of whom be makes bitter 


132581 


mired eur Saviour for his Miracle ofthe Lowes, that 
Aim hate Attention with a Belly-full. | 
Ot foch a Cat is the Werle Love AY 

but alyeciatly ar Gadand St. Paul, therefore, to ac- 
oe» 22 himſelf to the Genius of the Place, | 


5 ing all Things to all Men, that he might 
gain the more, ſving thele Tage ra in the 80 f bf ” 
yielding and paying, he puts himſelf into the Cha- 
racter of the kind Father in the Goſpel; and, in a 
| like Strain, tells them, All that I have is yours + But 
what was his All; What has Paul to beftow upon 
ſuch wealthy Citizens ? What has he to give, except 
it be his Cloak, or his Books, or his Parchments ? 
Some of them perhaps valiiable at #3547, but in ho- 
wiſe marketable at Corinth. But, by the Grace of 
Gop, he had ſomething elſe to beſtow ; ſuch Sort of 
Talents, and ſuch Wiſdom and Knowledge, as are 
hid in CHRIST; Jneus: A Portion of which King 
David preferreth before Gold ; before fine Gold ; 
before much fine Gold; before Thouſinds of Gola 
and Silver, - And King Solomon; | famed for Riches 
as well as. Wiſdom, : upon inſpecting theſe; feveral 


5 al the Heavenly and Earthly Riches, delivers 


his Judgment upon them thus, —Thrre ir Gold, and a 
Multitade of precious Stener, but the Lip of Kndw- 
1 is the precious Jewel : Anil that not Science, or 
| Policy, but the Knowledge of Holy Things. This is 
| is? . an eOompe- 
riſon:, And this is what he mate his Choice, when 
all Kinds of other Gbods were ſprend before him for 
ACc ; and, in his Preference of this Wiſdom, 
Goh: himſelf was pleaſed to fignify his Approbation. 
But the Truth is, Men have not © much 
* ** what muſt nouriſh. 
Or 


9 


ot enrich them, till they are juſt going to part; and / 
then ſome of this Treaſure, out of St. Paul's] eavenly 
Exchequer, would be right welcome, and at WF * ; 
ſon begins to gon into high Eſteem, | 


| Tua, indeed, of this Sort 1 onls , | 
has to beſtow ; the Eſtate of a bleſſed Mind; Poſ- 
ſeſſions in the Kingdom and Patience of Jz8vs 
CHRIST, Gold and Silver had he none, no more 
than Peter and Fobn -- Theſe Corinthians want it nat; 
but perhaps they want the other the more, for their 
greater Abundance herein. What he has, and they 
moſt need, he here moſt freely offers; Nay, what is 
1 Mary PV he offers r Wann POR 


4 8 is vp Flowith or chevarical Fi ht, but a 

ET ſpoken in Truth and Sobernels : "3 or though 
he means not to give himſelf up to immediate Death. 
for their Sake, which would be of no Kind of Service 
to them, yet he would ſpend his Life, and wear himſelf 
out with inceſſant Labour, for the Good of their 
Souls; and mi he therefore expect the kind Treat- 
ment the wile ſays is due to à good Servant, who. 
beſtows himſelf wholly for his Maſter ; as Timothy, 
in like Manner, by 2 himſelf up wholly to Read - 
ing, Meditation, and Study, grew into a Wearing, 
and often Infirmities; for a cloſe Application to the 
Work of the Miniſtry, when exetuted with that 
Zeal that goes along wich an earneſt Endeavour, will 
wear the Man out more effectually, and ſhorten his 
Days more aſſuredly, than any Labour that conſumes 


nothing but the Sweat of the Brow. All whom 


. G has diſtinguiſhed with the Title of Salt of 
the pull, and Light of the TOW? are like them 


Py” 3 


K 3% 


boch, Lm * in this Particular, however they may N 
kl theit Character in others, that by conſtantly giving 
out their ſeaſoning to other Things, they melt them- 
ſelves and looſe their Savour; and by letting their 
Light continually ſhine for the Sight of others, ex- 

hauſt the ſooner thatOil Ws would 1 W own - 
d JP; of =. | 


But ill more than fo; Poul dis himſelf "RO 
their Uſe and Service, like the poor labouring Ox, 
to whoſe State, in the former Epiſtle, he ſadly reſem- 
bles his own ; who waſting his Life in tilling the 
Ground, and making it fertile, then drawing the Pro- 
duce of his own Labour in the Field to the Barn, 
there to drudge in the freſh Employment of treading 
out the Corn, his Neck in the mean while yoked, 
and perhaps his Mouth muzzled too, at length cloſes 
the toilſome Scene, 2 e Sacrifice before BY | 
„ e e e eee 

'To Works ſtill one Point xt higher ü ide PETE and 4 
conſummate Affection of our Apoſtle, he profeſſes to 


undertake all this moſt gladly. Conſtrained by the 
Love of CHRIST he ſoars far beyond Nature, and 


treats Death, the King of Terrors, with Scorn ; as | 


if, according to his own Expreffion, Thus to die was 
Gain: For to find Sweetneſs in Los, at which all 
others repine, and Gladneſs in Death, at which all 
others mourn, herein verily is Love perfected; and 
that up to the Degree of his on Standard. To give 
all one's Goods to feed the Poor, that will not reach 
it; no, nor to yield one's Body to be burnt: Theſe 
Adds, however difficult, are nothing but the Carcaſs; | 


but to do all this gladly, nay, moſt gladly, this fure- 


ö * is the Toy Soul of Love; the utmoſt Limit that 
e Chriſ- {1 


5 Chriſtian Charity can Seed, A yet there's 7 "0G 1 | 3 

thing ftill behind ariſing from the heightning Con- 

[res that all this proffered Love could ſtand un- 

; en, though returned with Contempt, and en- 
countered with the baſeſt Ingratitude. The very 
Publicans love thoſe that love them: But this was 
more than Paul meets with from his Corinthian Con- 

verts, for whom he willingly ſuffers all this: 
The more abundantly he loves, the leſs he is loved. 

Now, this cold Succeſs opens the Way to the higheft 
Pitch of Admiration; to that Point or Pinacle of 
Charity that is the hardeſt for Imitation; and which, 

without the Help of CHRIST its Author, no Powers 
merely human can attain. Unkindneſs and Ingrati- 

tude are deſperate Foes to Affection, and the Wounds 

| they give are deep and deadly: But neither of them 

can move our Apoſtle from his affectionate Deſire to 
fave them, or diſlodge his Love for their Souls. 

Charity here finiſhes her perfect Work, and can no 

farther go. Our bleſſed Saviour places the Bounds 

of it much lower, when he ſays, Greater Love hath no 

Man than this, that be lay down bis Life for bis 

Friends - But he himſelf went far beyond his own 

Criterion, when he, with more than human Aﬀec- ; 

tion, Mid down his Life for his Enemies. And to 
this Love, by his Help, St. Paul here aſpires in offer- 

ing his All, together with himſelf, if not for his pro- 
feſſed Ebene; yet for thoſe who come next in De- 

| of Avetſion, for his unkind and un orateful ö 

Friends. Of this Sort is the true Love of Canter: 
and which, as he here gave Paul to imitate, ſo will 

he enable all his Diſciples and Followers to do the 

. fame: For otherwiſe he could not have given this out 

for his peculiar Commandment—That ye love ane - 

Toy as * beve loved — Here's no — made, 

Hats 7 


[2327 


© Allowance admits, for any Degree of Hatred, i 
or any Sort of n Uſage in Return. 


Having now brought this Matter to ſuch a \Perkad : 
as admits of no Addition, I ſhall juſt caſt my Eye 
back upon the whole, in order to draw from 1 it _ 

uſeful Inferences, and conclude. | | 


Now, bond it may be 620 To what . is all 
this brought forth, or who ſhall be the better for all 
this labour d Deſcription of exalted Love? Who is 
Paul, or who is Apollos, but divinely inſpired Perſons, 
who had received the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
who were converted by Miracles ? To aim at their 
Examples, withaut their Power, would nat only be 


| vain, but ſhew an unwarrantable and criminal Pro- 


ſumption : Were this Reaſoning as true as it is plau- 

ſible, I know not upon what Foot the preſent Preach- 
ers of the Goſpel ann 
; Labours herein. 


The Werner were profeſſedly written for our | 
Example; and, if we are left now in a Stato of ſueh 
Incapacity as to be unable ta take Good by them, I 
| ſee nat to what Purpoſe they are read, or even con · 
tinued amongſt us. If CurzsT piguſels, i in the Fleſh, 
be not our great Example, * being made a Sacri- 
fice for Sin will avail us nothing: And this particular 
Paſlage of i it, which we have now been inſpecting, is 
_ deſigned to poſſeſs our Souls, at this Day, (for ſurely 
we have Souls to be ſaved, as well as thoſe that were 
formerly miraculouſly inſpired) with that excellent 
_ Virtue; the greateſt of the Three that are ſtrictly 
Chriſtian ; ; Nay, that Virtue, in Compariſon of which 


he reſt are but as hen! the Virtus that ſhined 
brighteſt | 
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. teſt in 8 8 Bauflk, and Tap higheſt b 
is Commendation, | | 


-Wholberer therefore halt « now hear this "© O02 
tion, and aim at forming his Condu& by it; who for 
the Love of Souls ſhall give himſelf up, with all that 
he hath, freely to God's Service, as a Labourer in 
the Vineyard of his dear Son; they that do thus, no 
Good that can be ſpoken of their Love can be an- 
| ſwerable to its Deſerving. Heavenly it is, and in 
Heaven it. ſhall receive its Reward: But before they 

put their Hand to the Plough, and to prevent a fatal 
king-back, Jet them be well apprized of the Na- 
ture of Mankind; and before they thus ſet about do- 
ing Good, know well to whom they would do it: 
For as St, Paul left the World, fo ſhall they affuredly 
find it: And he was not only diſbelieved, but hated, 
becauſe he told them too much Truth; and was 8 | 
the leſs for his greater Love: And e ſhall be 
hardy enough to teſtify of the World that the Works 
thereof are evil, muſt be prepared to meet Reproach 
with Patience, 420 with Meekneſs to give his Cheek 
to the Smiter. Truly, ſuch are the Signs of an 
Apoſtle, and all that tread in their Steps will have the 
like Seal ſet to their Office: Nevertheleſs, let them 
thank Gop on this Behalf; for to be thus kind to 
the Unthankful and to the Evil, is certainly a Branch 
of that Love, than which none is greater; it is the 
ſureſt Sign upon Earth of a Soul poſſeſſed and ſettled 
in the Love of CHRIS r, to be thus minded; to hold 
on in the Way of the Loxn, come what will; lefs 
af mae! Frown or Favour; Reſpect or Reproach. 


\ now grown ol” and — . a 94 ſpent * 


ſo wel- ordered a Miniftry as that his very Enemies 
WAEN 


17 


when challenged, had nothing to charge him with, is 
yet at laſt bid turn out, and give Place to a new In- 
ſtitution: How meekly does he bear this cruel Treat- 
ment! GOD forb:d, ſaith he, that I ſhould fin in cea- 
ang to pray for you; I will_flill ſhew you the good and 
right Way of the LORD. Learn but this Leſſon 


well, and you have then truly overcome the World; 


Its Eri! is even ſwallowed up in Good: But this we 
may beſt learn from CnhRIST, the Teacher come 
from Gop ; who, when we were his Enemies by evil 
Works, and even dead in Treſpaſſes, called us by his 
Grace to the Knowledge of Saving Truth: Nay, the 
Jouder Men cried, Crucify bim, with the ſtronger 
Cries and Tears he prayed, Father, forgive them : 
And if Paul were loved of him while he was raging 
and breathing out Blaſphemies againſt his Name, is 
it a great Thing if he now, ſo converted, ſwallow 
any Unkindneſs at the Corinthians Hands for CHRIST 
his Sake? If good Deeds are to be loſt and periſh ; 
better that they periſh in the Hands of the Unthank- 
ful, r But 


St. Paul's little Love from the Hands of Men ſhall 
| find the greater at the Hand of Gop : For nothing 
bl this Kind can be loſt, it is only laid out; it is not 
caſt away, but employ ed; and that on him for whoſe 
| Sake none hath, or ever thall, beſtow ought, but he 
ſhall receive an hundred-fold in ſome Shape even 


2 here; ; and i in the World to come, * Life. 


Teach us en, O bleſſed Lox, that all our —_ 
ings without Love are nothing worth; ſend thy Holy 
Ghoſt, and pour into our Hearts this moſt excellent 


Gift; without which whoſoever liveth, is counted 


dead 


OPT [235] 
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thy dear Son JesUs CHRIST, our Loxp; to whom, 


with thee and the Holy Spirit, be aſcribed; Ec. 
3 223 . 7 
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J vi. . 33. 


tn the Warld ye ſhall have Tribulation e But be of 
good Cheer, I have overcome the Werld:. © 

£3 r is Matter of great Conſolation” to 
WM obſerve with what Tenderneſs the 
| 9 almighty and moſt merciful Father has 
ever treated his Children, when he 
dec eveals the Afflictions they muſt ne- 
ceſſarily endure whilſt he is bringing them unto him- 
ſelf through the Midſt of a naughty and unfriendly 
World: For whether it be in the Old or New Teſ- 
tament that theſe Kind of Admonitions, hard Bay- 
ings to Fleſh and Blood, are given, the Sentence is 
ſcarce ever fully compleated, but Promiſes of divine 
Aſſiſtance and Help from above are immediately ſub- 
join d, to fill the Senſe, and crown the. Period. 


It would be endleſs here to give all the Inſtances 
of the Truth of this Obſervation; and it would hurt 
the Univerſality of the Reflection to do it partially, 
I ſhall therefore refer it wholly to your own private 

Con- 


: | 1 1 
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Conſiderations, with this ſingle. Addition, that he 
who knows what is in Man, as having made him, 
| knows at the ſame Time, that he cannot endure this 
Word, unleſs ſome ſuch Divine Aſſurance be joined 
with it, and poured together, as a Cordial, into the 
Soul to ſupport its natural Weakneſs, whilſt ger 
the Terror of ſuch harſh Declarations. - e 


This Deſcription of the 3 of Gon' s Deal- 
ing, on theſe Occaſions, with the Souls of Men, 


ſtands fully exemplified in the Words of the Text 


that is now before us; In the World ye ſball have 
Tribulation Hard Sentence indeed ! but be of good 


Cheer, 1 have overcome the World A moſt comfort- 
ing Conſideration ! How ſweetly are they join d, 


and how neceſſary is it wat ary. wy Ee ap- 
pear and 80 together. 


The Words ſtand ready divided to my. "Hand i in ” 
moſtly godly Order; and therefore, as they lie be- 
fore me, I ſhall chuſe, i in 8 e e, 
to n VIZ. n . 55 — e 

I. To ſpeak i the Sing A Well x 

2 Have Tribalation. | And 


u Of the Conſolation, 
hs i have overcome the Hindi. 


Hg, then, Tam to ſpeak of the Tribulations al 
the Children of Gop are here warned to expect 
from the World, meerly for being ſuch. 


Mets 7-8 | 


| And we ſhall find, upon cloſe Thai, that 5 
ON * are ſo inſeparable from the 


Church 1 


63 


| 1 & 4 2 Cheer, . 


4 
2 


(C239 J 5 
Church, that, in the Evangelical Prophet Iſaiah, they 
are not only conſidered as Part of its Character, but 
as its proper Name; he addreſſing himſelf to it under 
this very Denomination,.—O thou Aﬀtited, toſſed with 

a Tempeſt, but not comforted! It is here conceived ; 
to be, as it is in Truth, the very Condition of its 
: Being ; - as neceſſary to its Exiftence, as Air and Sun 

is to the Life of the Animal Creation: And under 
this Notion we are directed to pray for CuRIST' 's 
Church in our very Liturgy, as militant, or in a 
State of Warfare here on Earth, and where none 
fighteth for it, but only thou O Gop. Indeed that 
which is born of the Spirit and that which is born of 
the Fleſh is put, by the very Order of Nature, into 
a State of ſuch direct Oppoſition, that it would be as 
unnatural for them not to contend and ſtrive to de- 
ſtroy each other, as it would be for Fire and Water 
to meet in Peace and Harmony. The unregenerate 
World ever did, and ever muſt, ſet their Fa aces, 
Hearts, and Hands againſt the People of Gop ; whom 
the Apoſtle therefore calls, not only an holy Nation, ; 
but a peculiar, or odd out-of-the-way People; and 

with ſuch diſagreeable Creatures no .true Fi Tale 
can be long maintained. 5 . 5 


* Truth, Man, as 1b as a a covetous, 3 


and diſcontented Animal, cannot endure Gop = 


TEE 


tude he pleaſes; how then ſhould he reliſh his Image 
and Likeneſs in the Souls of the Ri ghteous? And of © 
Conſequence it is, that the more ef real Goodneſs 
appears upon them, the more furiouſly doth the 
World rage againſt them, and that by a moſt exact 
Scale and Proportion; as evidently appears by the 


Manner in which they treated the Son of Go in 
the 


7 

the Fleſh, ho, betauſe full of Grace and Truth, 
received the full Meaſure of their Malice and Cruelty. 
As therefore the Head met with this Reception, ſo 
the Members, in their Meaſure, by a Parity of Rea- 
ſon, are to look for the ſame; they that are moſt 
petfect being as their Maſter, and they that are leſs, 
rather more kindly dealt with on that very Actount: 
This Balance between the Quantities of real Good- 
neſs and real Enmity being preſerved to a Degree of 
Exattneſs, that is quite aſtoniſhing.—@ 


Agreeable to this is that Declaration of our bleſſed 
Lord's, All this ſhall they do unto you fer my 
Name' Sake ; and if his Name or Nature be very 
ſtrongly expreſſed, why then, he that even killeth yer 
will think that be durb GOD ſervice. © © 

If the World were capable of receiving Admoni- 
tion, here is great Room afforded for it. For cer- 
tainly whoever perſecutes in anywiſe a Servant of 
Gob, for being ſuch, will be found haply to fight 
againſt Gop himſelf, as Cxrtsr has fully declared 
from Heaven, with an Evidence brighter than the 
Mid-day Sun, with, a—Saxl, Saul, why perſetuteft 
thou me ? He would have evaded it, with pretending 
chat he did not ſo much as, know him who thus 
complained : be art thod LORD ? I am FESUS, 
faith he, whom thou perſecuteſl, Here Conviction 
filences him, and at one Daſh blots out all his Learn- 
ing and Zeal for his National Religion; and he is 
immediately qualified for Perſecution himſelf, by a 
ſincere, by an earneſt and hearty Cotwerſion; and 
accordingly, to the Height, meets with it immedl- 


ein 
The P/almift deſcribes this Temper and Behaviour 
of the World againſt the Servants of Gon; (for it was 
the ſame in his Time, and it will be the ſame as long 
as Time remains)—They came upon me; ſaith he, like 
=”; bs to eut * my 1 as they would eat Bread. 


Vea, Men naturall y meek: and moderate, nay the 
vary devout and honourable Women, as it is ſet down in 
the As of the Apoſtles, ſhall join with thoſe of. the 
lewd and baſer Sort, in raiſing Perſecution againſt the. 
Diſciples of the Loxp : And, when, once heartily ſo 
engaged, ſhall find a 1 Bitterneſs ſtruck out of 
their Nature, which no earthly Offence could poſſi- 
bly have provoked : Inſomuch that there is not that 
Degree of Enmity ſubſiſting between Turk and "Few, 


15 betwixt carnal and ſpiritual Profeſſors of che fame 
 cutyrard religious Tenets. yy 


„And the Afflictloh and Tribulation that riſe otit 
f this fixed Averſion muſt be endured without any 
Ek of Abatement or Comfort from Man. Here 
ve are to look again to CHRIST, the Head and grand 
Exemplar to the whole Body. See only how He 
ſuffered from the World; and in Proportion to your 
being made like unto him in Mind and Spirit; expect 
to be made like unto him in the Tre rearment he met 


 vith from the Powers of Darkneſs. 80 


We read that he was deſpiſed Ini te if Men, 
and fo full of Sorrow, that he derives a Name from 
it, —Being called a Man of Sorrow,” and acquainted 
tith Grief.” After he had given the World, by a 
' continual Coutſe of Heavenly Words and Deeds, full 
Satisfaction what Manner of Spirit he was of; and 
| dat they, without Repentance and Converſian, were 


Vor. II. 8 ” to 


11 


to d no Quarter from him, out of mere Envy 
and Malice they apprehend him, bind him, buffet 
him, ſpit upon him, and erucify him. And all this, 
obſerve, he met with, not from the Hand of Heathens 
or idolatrous Gentiles, but ſolely at the violent De- 
mand and tumultuous Inſtance of the only outwardly 
'eftabliſhed Church '6f Gop then in the World. 
| They put him, contrary to the Judgment and Will 
of an Heathen Governor, to a painful and ſhameful 
Death, and that bẽtwixt two Thieves, to expreſs of 
what Sort of Company they held him Chief: In all 
'this'Evil he met with no Compaſhon from the World: 
The very Diſciples, the choſen Twelve, fled, and 
left him to tread the Wine Preſs alone: Of 'the 
People there were none with him, but thoſe 'who 
ſtayed to deride, mock, and jeer him when hangin 
on the Croſs, and in the 'v Agonies of a "mc 
bitter Death: Neither Rogues nor Murdefers are 
treated in this Manner, as the very Malefactors then 
hanging on each Side of; bim, 55 ſhew ; © 3 Day» 
Barabbæs, who. was both Rague ond and rderer, be- 
came a Favourite apon the Compariſon. pets 


And 8 it was with Cunisr the "Head, ft has 1 it 
r with all his Members in their ſeveral Propor- 
tions; in all their Oppreſſions they meet wich neither 
Comfort nor Compaſſion from the World, i in whole 
moſt deliberate Judgment i it is thought that the worſt 
is even too good for them. Whoever therefore is 
"called dut to ſuffer in the Cauſe of Gop, whether by 
Neproaches, Afflictions, or Perſecutions of what Kind 
"ſoever, which vary indeed according to the Faſhion 
of the Times, yer inkyireſt afſared, that in this the 
World has been, and will continue, in all Ages ſteady; 
| "they: Will afford him "neither Comfort nor Pity.— 
| Nobody 


was 


Nobody will ſo far own, or take Notice of you in 
is rejected Condition, as to fay, Alas, my Brother! 
Be rh the P Yfalmi/t ſpeak upon this eee 
Lovers and * NV tighbours aid fland looking upon my 
Trouble, and my Kinſmen flood afar off. He is not 
only look'd on as a Stranger 6 his Brethren, and as 
. Allen to his Mother's Children, but becomes. un- 
to many as a Monſter : They that ſit in the Gate, 
7. e. the Magiſtrates, ſpeak againſt him, and he 
Drunkards i in the Strovts make their Songs upon him. 
CHRIST quotes theſe Paſſa es, 5 applies them te 
Self and Company. The Pen of the ready Writer 
never more aptly deſcribed any Thing, than David 
has done the Life of a poor Chriſtian in theſe few 
Wards, —I became 4 Reproach among all mine Ene- 
m iet, but eſpecially among my Neighbours, and they of 
mine Acquaintance were afraid of me, and they that 
22 1 me without, conveyed themſelves from me. 


might CuRisT ſay, —And in the Pſalms con- 


cerning me: For had he fat for his Picture at Length, 
it equld not have been more exactly, or more lively 
delineated. A Sight of this ſuper-eminent Cruelty 
towards Can18T and his Followers, gave Occaſion 
2 that ſtrange Promiſe i in the Goſpel, - of a Reward 
to any one that would give a Cup of cold Water to 
a2 Diſciple of his that did but dare even thus far to 
own him. The World is a ſtately Lord over its 
Vaſſals, and holds them to a ſtrict, as well as blind, 
Obedience. Bleſſed are all * who have the Cou- 
Trage to renounce this deadly Tyrant, Vie Ml 2 
opus ſhall be their own to all ee 5 


"ti is Time now to obſerve; that all the comfort- 
* Trouble is for the Sake of the needy Chriſtians; 
h ſtand in Need of. e 1 as 
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they could not ſubſiſt without it. This Treatment 


alone is able to ſtir up in them the Exerciſe of ſound 


Faith and fervent Prayer : This gives them a due 


| Senſe of their own Weakneſs, and at the ſame Time 


drives them up cloſe to God, to ſeek for their Strength 
and Protection under his Wing.—Thou feede/t them 
with the Bread of Tears, and giveſt them Plenteouſ- 
neſs of Tears to drink : Tt is counted, you ſee, both 
Meat and Drink. The Soul thus deſtitute of earth- 
ly Comfort, is under a Neceſſity of looking up to 
Heaven; for, without Hope of ſome Kind, the Heart 


muſt break: And this, I take it, is what St. Paul 
means by being /but up to the Faith that ſhould after 


be revealed; all other Doors of Hope being cloſed or 


E ſhut up, we are conſtrained to paſs to our Reſt, by the 


only open Door of Faith, and which Fleſh and Blood 
will never ſtoop to, while it can hope to eſcape by | 


any other Way. Man never believes or truſts in 
God heartily, till he has loſt all Confidence in every 


- Thing beſides. Whoſoever thou art therefore, thus 
afflicted and not comforted, lift up thy Heart to Goo 
and expect thy All from him: — This is the accepted 
Time, this is the Day of Salvation : Thou 'can'ft 
now get to thy Lokp right humbly : But beware, 'as 
thou valueſt thy Life, of looking after any ſenſual or 
: n for : 25 ors utter! 7 75 uy 

"4 / | | 


1 : * 
my oy * X: * * 


In this tender and weng Condition, e every „ Thing 


ſinks deep into it, and mixes with its very Nature 


and Conſtitution: In this State, then, accept of none 
but Heavenly Comforts, ſuch as flow immediately 


from Gop; for theſe ate pure and unmix d; the 
are ſatisfying and enduring ;—ſuch as will nike th 
rejoice, not E in 'F "ulneſs, but in Want; not 


wo | 


CEN 


only amongſt Friends, but in the Midſt of Enemies; 


not only in good Report, but in evil Report; not 


only in Proſperity and Life, but in the DAN 0 of Ad- 


eee nde Hour kee 14 £003 'H 


* * * 


Though 4 in Wann World; we are a to | 


meet with Tribulation, which is the firſt Part of the 
Tear, you we. 0 now W . on to 


The ſecond, "which bids us by of ited Cheer, 1 | 


the IVorld is overcome: This is our Conſolation. 


CHRIST has overcome it fot us, and we .truft he 


will, by Grace, overcome it in us; and this is our 


Victory even our Faith. Believe only the Promiſes 
of Gop, and the Comforter himſelf, who is not on- 
* greater than the World, but than all the Angels 
in Heaven, ſhall come | and'-abide. with you in this 
his Office, even unto the End of the World, till it 
and its Malice come utterly to an End for evermore. 
The Promiſes of Gop, rightly apprehended and 
ſolely truſted in, are, as it were; the Swadling- Clothes 
of CnRISx himſelf, they carry him wrapt up in chem: 
And, in this Poſſeſſion, the Soul feels a Security that 
neither Truſt in Princes nor any Child of Man could 
give it: Afflictions, outward or inward, fly: before 
it, and Power to hurt is diſarmed at its Preſence. 
A Life led in full Truſt of Gon's Promiſes is the 
. ſweeteſt Condition upon Earth. : Men may have 


Eſtates in Land or Money, and Hangers-on, called 


Friends, of courſe: On ſuch Means and Friends let 
who will depend, à Chriſtian without either ean re- 
joice in the Lokp, and he wants no other Confidence 
or Ses ne am GOD: All-ſufficient, I till not 


fail thee nor forſake thee: The Moment Faith applies 
wn the whole Man cries out. * let i me Ar my 


"Oy" A 


25 1 - 
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tion, Lot, and Inheritance, in this fav Ground, th 
this goodly Heritage.“ In this State a Man knows 
neither Fears nor Cares, neither Anxiety nor Trouble. 
le knows his Bread ſhall be given him, and that his 
ater ſhall be ſure. —Ti be LORD is bis Shepherd, 

Be tan lack nothing: Tho? the Lions, the Powerful 
of the Earth, e old he Wilde e they 
-who have received Grace from the Lon, can ne- 
ver fear the Want of F ood org: LR, ſufficient 


be content them. 


| Nay, dil 6 the' for his Sake . are killed 
al the Day long, and accounted as Sheep for the 
Slaughter; yet in all theſe. Things they ſhall, by 
yielding, become more than Congaerors, through him 
that loved them. Though the bittereſt Afflictions to 


Fleſh and Blood, the Loſs of Countenatice and Main- 
tenance; the Loſs of Friends and Relations; the 


Loſs of Reputation and Life be their expected Por- 


tion; yet Faith in the Promiſes will make all theſe 
heayy Loſſes light: Phey know Gon will not ſuffer 
_ . them to be tempted beyond what he will give them 
Power and Strength to bear, and in this Confidence 
they ſet their Hearts at Reſt. The Scriptures are 
full, and even running over with theſe” blefled Pro- 
miſes, that in the Might of Ixus Curr we ſhall, 
as be has done, overcome the World. Out of Fear 
. - therefore hearken to no Ferms of Accommodation; 
deſie to diſpatch no Embaſſage with Conditions of 


Truce or Peace wich it: Hold but on in the Way 


of the Lon p, and abide patiently upon him, and ho 
will ſurely cover thy Head and ftabliſh thy Heart. 


: 8 85 is Arong Conſolation, 2 Anchor for the Soul. 


See — Fang knows _ pane "kei un- | 


der all the e Tribulations the World will load thy Heart 


withall ; 


ny 


wichall.; ſee then whag high Account Gon makes. of) 
thoſe who dare truſt the Keeping of their Souls to 
him, as to a faithful Creator: They are called the 
Temple of the living God, built up of tried and 
precious Stones, for an Habitation for himſelf to 
dwell in: They are the very Members of CHRIST 
and which he therefore calls the Temple of his Body, 
in which the Creature and the Creator may meet 
and be knit together in one Divine and Heavenly 
Fellowſhip, thro' the Spirit: Such are ſaid tö have 
a more excellent Nature than other Men, being born 
of incorruptible Seed, from Gop himſelf; and à more 
excellent Spirit, becauſe they are joined with Cure 
in Unity of the ſame Sufferings, and in Hope of the 
fame Glory. For as CHRIS＋ was taken IT 
of the Father, fo are they taken into the Glory of 
CHRIST: : They are more excellent than the reſt of 
the World, in that Faith, Hope, Love, Humility, 
Meekneſs,. Patience, Temperance, and Heavenly- 
mindedneſs have Place and Nova in their Souls; 
the real Excellency of every Creature being eftimaz 
ted from the Goodneſs NIE one e ie 
. —— It is eie et BED 12077 


Suck are the Promiſes, and "yy are ihe Sen 
wat Gon has given to thoſe that love him, and he- 
ſides theſe. I know not any. To theſe are we ta 

k far our, Houſes and Lands; for our Kinsfolk and 
Friends; for our Brethren, and Siſters, and Mothers, 
which can in no other Senſe be poſſibly joined with 
2 3 of this preſent Time as Oomforts, 

W e are ad me a * 
| fo + 2. ys Wai 14 1 
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where the Faithful are ſet forth, as eme pes 


nl pup eee 195 


Neither Cuner. nor his ee e nor — 104 


their immediate F ollowers, tho' the greateſt Saints 
- that ever were upon Earth, had any of theſe Promiſes. 


literally. fulfilled in them. Nor fared: it otherwiſe. 


with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and the reſt of that 
noble Army of Confeſſors, who of old forſook the 
World to walk with Gon: They: all died in Faith, 
not hauing received the Promiſes outwatdly, though 
inwardly they nas Mit ee the En- 
Oe he Wan 
bee i is 1 — W our + obſerving in 
the. forecited Paſſage of our bleſſed Lord; where, 
to keep us from leaning upon the Letter of the Pro- 
miſe, and ſo deceiving our Souls with the Expecta- 
tion of outward Things which were never intended, 
he has placed Mothers, the only Thing in Nature, 
perhaps, that none can have in the plural Number. 
So careful is the Wiſdom of Gop to ſhut out the 


carnal Man from having any Share or Expectations 
in thoſe better Things which he has provided for 


none but thoſe that unfeignedly love him; and 
which, in Condeſcenſion to our groſs Underſtand- 
ings, he only ſhadows: out to us, under the Title 
1 theſe earthly Goods; for, ſtrietly W hy, IT 


cw we inherit: all r 5 ng e JO N 


f * 534 FS 3 of f 1 


1 ſhall here a beet all with two Wort Bae 5 
The one, that no Chriſtian eye the good Thing, 
as it ſtands in the Letter, or follow CHRIST for 
Loaves, or any Thing that Back or Belly prompts 
him to delire : T he = obeys that x none preſume t to hang 


out. 


| 
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out falſe Colours, or pretend to Chriſtianity without 
the Power of ChRISTH; remembering that he that 


built his Houſe on the Sand, provoked the Storm as 
much as he who founded it upon a Rock, 


Y 0 Heed only to be ſincere, and then let not 
your Heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. Be- 
lieve in Gop and truſt in Cyr11sT, and what was 
done in him, ſhall be done in you. In ſpite of all its 
Tribulations, the World is finally overcome; and 
in this Victory you ſhall triumph to all Eternity with 
the Captain of your Salvation, Jzsvs CarisT our 
Lok; to whom therefore, with the Father and 
Holy Spirit, be aſcribed, &c. Amen. 
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. *. un. therefore A —_—_ ne, al bolt be thine. 


6 HE RE is not any the moſt minute 
Circumſtance in the Writipgs of the 
inſpired Pen-men, guided as they were 
by the ominiſcient Hand, in which are 
| all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and 
Klouledge, but what deſerves our ſtricteſt Atten- 
tion. Obſerve then, here, the Courſe they take in 
delineating the Life and Actions of Jesvs CHRIST 
in the Fleſh. They no ſooner have finiſhed their 
Relation of his Birth, and ſettled the fad Circum- 
ſtance of his mean and diſaſtrous Entrance into this 
mortal Life, and brought him from under the Knife 
of a painful Circumciſion ; but they haſten away to 
recount the Temptations. and Afflictions of his more 
advanced and riper Vears; FI with the Interpoſition of 
little elſe, beſides his Flight into Egypt, to eſcape be- 
ing butchered in his Cradle; and, at twelve Vears of 
Age, of his having a Conference with the  Feruſalem 
Doctors. 

The 


Lo 


„„ 

The next e Heer,” is of his coming out of the 
Water, Rem under John's Baptiſm, and | being 3 imme- 
_ "diately driven by: the Spirit into the Wilderneſs ; 
where he was with the wild Beaſts, in Hunger and 

Thirſt, forty Days; and; under the bodily Weak- 

_nefs this long Faſt muſt have brought upon him, ex- 

| Poſed to the Temptations of our deadly Foe.—The 
Subject that comes under our I. Conſideration. 


It js even amazing to ſee the vaſt Quincy] of Mat- 
ter that is here crouded — within the Compaſs 


of a few Lines. 


And it may not be amiſs, before we enter farther 
into. it, to ſhew wherein the Force of this whole 
Temptation ſtands. Now, there are found in hu- 
man Nature three capital Deſires, which tie Man 
cloſe to the Di of the World, viz. a Love of 


„ 


Life; a Deſire of living in Credit and Eſteem and 
of having Wealth and Power to ſupport that Figure. 
The ſubtle Adverſary aſſaults our Nature in every 
one of theſe, in the Courſe of his Temptation of 
| Cunisr; who, i in this Proceſs, ſtands in the Place BE. 
all Mankind. Thoſe who want Bread are not only a 
excited to turn every Stone, right or wrong, to pro- 
cure it, but will even break thro Stone Walls ra- 
ther than ſubmit to Want of this Kind. 52 708 
ws 2 who have what of this Sort is, AE hae for 
| the Body, begin to feel the Stirring of Honout and 
Credit; 1 which lies ſo in the Way of Peace, that the 
Pain it produces muſt at any Rate be ſurmounted. 
This opens a new Set of Appetites in the Soul; a 
ſubtle Hunger and Thirſt after Wealth and Power, 
which brings them 9 under the Influence of 
another. 


[253 ] 


another. They muſt have Property; tho' the Scrip- 
tutes poſitively tell us, that they that will be rich fall 
into Temptation and a Snare: So theſe Matters are 
connected and hang together in one continued Chain 
of Darkneſs: Nay, the very Heathen bear Teſtimony 
to theſe Truths ; making Pluto, the Infernal Prince, 


the God of Wealth ; ſuggeſting, at the ſame Time, 


that the likelieſt Way to procure his Favour in the 


one Part of his Character, was to worſhip him in the 


other: And agreeably hereto we have the ſame Per- 
ſonage in the Text giving out, in like Manner, —/f 
Wha therefore lh OY me, all ſhall be thine. 


It will be e here to look pack upon radia 


| Context, that we may underſtand what this All was, 


which is here ſo confidently offered. It ſtands thus— 


He fhewed unto him all the Kingdoms of the World in 
a Moment of Time; and ſaid unto him, all this Power 


| will ] give thee, and the Glory of them; for that is 


delivered unto me, and to whomfeever I will, I give ite 
If thou therefore wilt worſhip me, all ſhall be thine. 


In which Words are included three Particulars. each 


= them well worth our OY VIZ. 


' To ſettle the Point of e Ke 3 . 
are the Power and Glory of the Kingdoms of 


this World: That is delivered to me, ſaith the 


. Tempter i in the Context, and to iobom ſoever I 
will, I give it. But we are not eee to _ 
is bare Word for: It. | YEE 


II. Here is a Promiſe to be e into. | Al 


"this ae . ou EI And, Wot 5 


is 
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III. Here is the Conſideration, or Price, of all 
. e thou wilt n ne, all ſhall 


From each of theſe Shes I purpoſe to raiſe 
fans uſeful Genen and apply * as the7 
pct AS. 


Ee Hes hel / the Power * 
Glory of this Warld are. 


Nom bens to:do Jublice; to Satan's ae, it 
muſt be acknowledged that CHRIS thinks not pro- 
per in this Place to croſs his Claim; or object his 
72. Charadier of being nee the fincher 
hos > ; 


- ed; indeed, if by the Glory of the . 
the Power over its Kingdoms, nothing be further un- b 
derſtood than the Oppoſition they ſtand in to the 
Kingdom and Glory of Heaven, it concerns us more 
to have nothing to do either with the Giver or the 
Gift, than to quarrel about the Perſon who has the 


ee . or 3 Power of . to them. 


But * chat ——_ eee So he 
himſelf was not (as ſome gntient Hereticks have 
nverr'd):the-real Maſter of this preſent World, but a 
Delegate. He pretends not to an original, but only 
to a derivative Title: Saying, all this Power and this 
Glory is delivered unto me. This Obſervation had 
not been made, but as it may ſerve for an uſeful 

Check to all thoſe who can arrogantly attribute all 


_ have of theſe Matters to their own Endeavours : 
* . For 


L 288 J 
For as once Nebuchadnexzar, in the Haughtineſß of 
his Spirit, ſaid, Is not this Great Babylon that 1 
| have built, for the Houſe of the Kingdom, by the Might 
of Ty. Power Even fo there are too many in the 
fame Spitit, who ſacrifice yholly to their own. Net 
and their own Drag, in the Prophet Phraſe. 

all to the Account of their own Merit, Wiſdom, and 
Conduct; fa ying, in Heart at leaſt, . By the Might 
of my Power; by the: Sagacity of my Witz yr the 
Strength of my Reaſon ; by my refined: Policy, and 
| wrell-concerted Meaſures have I an n "as 


"Noe fo! wack owning Gap « or. r his Provides di- 
recting, as Satan himſelf here doth, when he faith, 
| All this Power, all this Glory, is delivered unto me. | 


But even t this Surrender 10 ble U ſe of "all Ude King- 
doms of the World, and the Glory of i them, we ſhall 
| find, upon claſe Inſpection, to be falle, like himſelf. 
View bim only in ſome other of his Appearances, 
and you'll think the fame. 'What a Figure theti does 
this Boaſt of Power make, when, in the Perſon df 
his! e he ſtands balote Phariah, ad under 
the Rod of Moſes ; and utterly unable, though all his 
Credit lay then 3 at Stake, to procure. the Formation 'of 
Lice,” when Moſes 5 the Duſt into Swartts: f 
_ thoſe nauſeous Animals. | en 


Nay, when Here # was a a whole 619 a r them! in . 
Conjundion, they had not Power, Without | 
_Leave firſt, fo much as to faſten upon a Wretthed 
Herd of Swine. So far from Truth is this Aﬀertion, 
[All theſe Things, and the Power „ver * is N ang 


unte „. . 
I 


N 
If then ther to manage or beſtow, 
| Whoſe then is ie? The P/almift tells us plainly,— 

" The whole World is mine, and all that therein is. 
'Gop who made it, and without whoſe conſtant Pre- 
ſervation it would vaniſh, and be no more ſeen, may 
very well ſay, The whole is mine, and all that therein 
wwe" And though he hath, in ſome Seriſe; delivered it 
up, yet it is not to Satan and his Angels, nor to Abra- 

Bam and his Seed; but to all Mankind at large. The 
Heaven is the Lonp's, but the Earth hath he given 
to the Children of Men: And though, in an unjuſt 
Participation, the Wicked One may have an Hand, 
yet, at the Laſt Day, the Loxp of all the Bank hal 
ſeverely require 1 it at e Hands. | n e, 


Thus much for my firſt Head, which was to o thew 


whoſe the Property is: The Barth i is the LOR D's, | 
and all that therein i 10. 3 


a 


Let us now, in the peg Place, t the Pro- 


85 mise, and ſee whether it has any better Foundation 


in Truth than the pretended Property. All this 
Power. will I give thee, and. the Glory of them ; ; all 
Il be thine. Now, he that is content with the Ne- 
. of Liſe, and cares no more for worldly 
Things, than juſt as they ar are | of Uſe to carry him 
forward in his Way to Heaven; 2 a one has truly 
overcome the World: Neither Promiſes nor Per- 
15 formances concerning the Treaſures that Moth and 
[Ruſt can corrupt, or human Thieves covet. to break 
"through and ſteal, can have any Power or Influence 
over ſuch a Soul: But ſuch excepted who, by Faith, 
partake of the Powers of the World to come; except 


1 only theſe, and then we ſhall find in this Promiſe the 
moſt 


bb 


mot powerful Temptation the ſordid Heart of Mum 
knoms how to conceive; and more than he knows, 
how, ahne to reſiſt: Nay, he ſcarce deſires 4 


up or caſt . your Eytd,c nd behold Rib 2 


in the Perſon of CHRIS, he had no ſtronger Perſua - 
ſive. in Reſerve, no more enticing Bait, no more for- 
cible Engine to employ, than, 4. this Power will 


T give thee, and the Glery of tbem; all ſhall be iat. 


der; here is what is accommodated to all-—A. Promule _ 
of a Giſt. Gon knew the Grace that a Gift.has in 


Poor, high and low Lic; let Complexions be ever ſo 


various, or Place of Habitation ever ſo far apart; let 


Cloth or Colour of outward Habit be ever ſo diffe- 
rent; let Age or Circumſtance be ever ſo far alun- 


the Eyes of all living, when he made it à Branch of; 


his Law from Heaven, — Ton halt take no Gift; And; | 


ſuperadds a Reaſon; for a Gijt blindeth the I iſe, . 
perverteth the Mord of the Rigbiaus : And therefore 
when the Tempter was to aſſault our Nature, even EX 


© What ſhall be got,” is the univerſal Queſtion of our 


Kind, under all its various Appearances/ David, 


before he combats the great Goliab, goes from Man 
to Man, aſking, What all be en 1 that A 


„e 252 n my ud; 


leth this Philiſtine? OS On fog „ 


The Apoſtles Menak woe dire Attendants: 


on Cna1sr, and who had little eite of wortdly Good 
to forſake than 2 Fiſhing-Boat in Partnerſhip, and an 


old Net that wanted * yet even they ery out 


in the Voice of e and "what: Wall. 


therefore ® | ESE N odo 2 4 4 tot li 
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And indeed Ma Buſineſs Shader e Bin withito | 


b if Gift or Profit be not the main Sollicitor? 
* W n The 


.. 
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What then ſhall be ſaid of their Skill and Judgment 


makes * in our Ears than phe Subſtance 


L258) 
Te Text exkibits to'our View the higheſt Git, 


* irgeſt Promiſe that ever was or ever can be made 
ere below All hall be thine; all the Kingdoms of the 
A, and the Glory of them. Mighty and ample 


Promiſe I And yet it would not reach the Purchaſe, 
when CaxrioT was to be dealt with. From whence 
we may learn the Value of the Soul; the Worthleſ- 
neſs of all worldly Things in Compariſon of it; and 
the Venom chat is concealed under all carthly Pro- 
miſes, when the Soul is at Stake. Satan himſelf here 
mikes more Account of a Soul than of all the King- 7 


dains of the World, for he bids no leſs in Exchange. 


who would fell their own Soul to'gratify an Appe- 
tite ; to compaſs a Bye- end; to purchaſe Revenge; 


to gain a favourite Point, ſcarce worth the Keeping ? 
All fuch 1 far beneath: what Satan 


n ® 4 


e vet the Vanity of al world-- 
1y Things by Caz13T's Contempt of them: All the 
Kingdoms of the World, and 2 on 
ther, were they, as here repreſented, abſtracted 
their Fears,. Cares, and Troubles, yet are i in 33 
a valuable Conſideration to venture à Soul upon: So 

that, in this great Example, our Lord practically 


_ teaghes vs what be aſter delivers by Word of Mouth, 
| » What will it profit a Aan if be gain the whale Moria, 


i own, Soul? All the Kingdoms of the 


: Wald, and thei Glory, will not ranſom a Soul from 
Death; they will not fatisfy for one ſingle Sin; they 
will not procure one Moment for the Work of Re- 


pentance, nor add the leaſt Tincture of that Peace 
of Gon, which is wanted to ſave the Soul alive: So 
that indeed the Sound. of this mighty Temptation 


of * 
1 
1 
1 
4 > 
7 


gory 


of it W do in our poſſeſſon, could i it be obtained, 


Compared with the Welfare of the' inner Man, it is 


no moe than the Shadow is to the Body , or the Phan 
tacy of a Dream tb Everlaſting Life: 5 or what was 
pronounced to the Goſpel-Worldling may, with equal 


Juſtice, be ſaid to the greateſt Potentate upon Earth | 


who looks. no farther, Then Fool, this Night thy Soul 
Hall be required of” thee 1 And" 35 whoſe Hall theſe 
* Things be, when thy Breath is gone, and all Relation- 
ſhip between thee and the World ceafe as ih a Mo- 
ment ? It is ſaid he thew'd him alt in a Moment of 
Time; and truly, in reſpect of Eternity, ſüch is 
their 
when V an enters into this State, naked and diſ- 
mantled, he will then ſee and magnify that Wiſdom 
which has placed the Eternal Life, in a Dep ni of 
Value, higher than the LN Earth and py 

den. Fe 


wh likewiſe may we ata the ery 
that is hid under all Promiſes of an earthly Nature, 
| when the Soul's Health is concern'd. | Which leads 
me to the Conſideration of 35 8 


The third and laft Süden ol The Price to 
be paid 233 Purchaſe for the Promiſe : JF ow 


rhou wilt worſhip * all Bull be thine, : 3 


Ennisr, in Alves 46" this Propoſal, ng the 
Tem pter, that it is written, Thou ſhalt wonſbi the . 
LORD. thy GOD; and farther adds, him only ſhalt 
thou ſerve. Now, bere obſerve, that Wotſhip and 


Service are two diſtinct Duties. Worſhip is an Act 
of Honour, and Service is an Act of Obedience. 
And this the Tempter diſſembles; and herein lies the 


e we want to be warned againſt. "If hep | 


R 2 wilt 


— 


ration, a Moment, and no more ! And | 
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[ 

14 
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- a Senſe of abdicating our own, and yielding up 


. 


wilt e me, all fall be = think the Temp- 5 
tation ſeems to reſt upon that Part of the Condition 
which is moſt eaſy to Fleſh and Blood; never naming, 


if thou. wilt ſerve; but only, if thou wilt worſhip. i c 


What is there more frequent, what is there more 


eaſy amongſt Men, than, in common Ciyility, to do 


Acts of Honour and Worſhip to the Perſon whom, 
nevertheleſs, we ſhould ſcorn 2 abhor to ſerve, tho 
the F. orm of Expreſſion reaches down to humble Ser- 
wind, Outward Acts of Worſhip are merely volun- 

and ſignify but little; they are the free Reſpects 
= Tue of our e and therefore hurt but 
little i in the Performance : But te ſerve. carries With it 
ur- 
ſelves to the Direction of another's Will; which is 
infinitely. a deeper Condeſcenſion, and conſequently 


harder fo Fleſh and Blood to ſubmit to. 


Now, the Cunning of t the 8 in che Me 
T 5 1. this Bargain, ſhews itſelf to Admiration. 
Je wel | knows, if he can but perſuade to the Wor- 
ip, he'll take Care to exact the Service; ; he will 


have Service where he has Suit; and Obedience, 


where he has Honour. None hold longer under him 
than they do his Work. Signs of ou Forma- 
lity will not paſs, here; all they VA any 7 hing from 
the Prince of Darkneſs 1 curſed Drudgery, 


ns. his Waun, e is 1 4 Ruin of 


EH 5 


9 


It Abels, FG 2 9 19 obtain the N 

ment, all the Seed Roz yal mult be. deftroyed to ſecure 
er Poſleffion ; and, © be trodden under-foot, ſoon 
cloſes ber Hiſtory. Tf Abſalom reach after a King- 
dom from, the ſame Hand, Rebellion, Inceſt, and 


Particde muſt be the regular Steps to attain it; and 
3 the 
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the Dart thruſt through his Heart comes next, in 

order to finiſh the Relation. The Tempter holds 
forth nothing but Pleaſure, Profit, or Honour, and 
that in Return for bare Worſhip : All his Proffers 
have Outſides glorious, and Conditions ealy; but — 
conſtant ers nh is Ruin to his Votaries. e e a 


e F 


Eos Apple was lowly to the ge 7 but . 
carried Infection, Poiſon; and Death, to her and her 
Poſterity: And the Promiſe that ſweetned it to a ſtill 
higher Perfection, was great and amazingly glorious, 
Ye ſhall be as Goas ! But the real Conſequence 
blind and deviliſh Nature. To Judas he actually 
gave, by the Hand of his Treaſurers, thirty Pieces of 
Silver; and when he had finiſhed' the covenanted 
Work, his Conſcience immediately fickens ; the Mo- 
ney is GA and he hangs himſelf to d * ; 
Peace. * 


4 | us, HD 9+, Þ a” 
Indeed ies. ets a Maſk, could hve: no Suc- 
ceſs in his Work; Diſguiſe therefore, even up to that 
of an Angel of Light, is given unto him; and unleſs 
we are made, in ſome Meaſure, Partakers of the Spi- 
rit and Might of 'Jesvs CHRIST, his Cunning and 
Power will aſſuredly _ > mp us. In a * 
and to coonclude: E 
We, 

If we would have ſuch a | Portion of this World 3 as 
is worth the Obtaining, let us in nowiſe ſeek after, 
or be ſollicitous about it; but only take Care to do 
our Duty in that State of Life to which Gon hath 
called us, and then leave it wholly to him to meaſure 
out ſuch a Proportion as he knows will be moſt ex- 
pedient for us. He who by Grace ſubmits. to Gop's 
Wiill in theſe Matters, never fails to be endowed with 

_ contented Mind; and he that hath that hath all the 


et Ee | n 


FF. 


Kingdoms of the Warld, and the Clay of then That 
ieee much of them as he cares bore... 


On the other Hand; 3 theſe Things 
in the Proportion and Manner his own carnal Deſires 
ſuggeſt ta be proper, can, in this Temper, procure 
them at no lower Price than that of falling down and 
And he that worſhips the God of this 
World, mußt likewiſe ſerve and obey him; and the 

certain Iſſue of ſuch Service and Obedience is nothing 

Elſe but Gifts and Promiſes, perhaps. made good to 

our Ears, but aſſuredly broken to our Deſires. We 

expect Meat for our Luft, but, ws be. PEEL AO Ins 
1 Wrath of Gop. BI 2-54.57 


| then woch is the Conlideraticn ke crack fem 
allh is Suiters, and ſuch the Wages he finally pays 
His Servants, let us reſolve to reſiſt his Temptations, 
and abandon his Service, and turn unto the Loxp 
our Gon, for him only ſhould we worſhip, him only 
i mould we ſerve. Seek but firſt the Kingdom of 
A Gop and his Righteouſneſs, and, in this Heavenly 
=. Frame, all we can want of this World will ſoon be 
added unto us; and which, though ever ſo little, is a 
better Inheritance than being Heir to all that ever 
was delivered. into the 1 age One's 1 25 to * 


Godlinefs indeed hes ace cho Pramie of this Warld, 
but it has the Promiſe of the Life that vow. is, which 
zs more than Food, of Raiment, or any Thing that 
earthly Treaſure can procure, and alſo of that better 

Life which is to cone. 


- 


Get thee hence then, "FER with all 6s ſpecious . 


n iſes of Power and Wurf. We have here no 
abiding 
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abiding City, and if thou couldſt give us Authority 
over twenty, it would not be worth the having. It 
is better to truſt in the Loxn, than to put any Confi- 
dence in thee; who, when he ſhall call us out of this 
_ vain World, into which we have by Tranſgrefſfion 
fallen, will make good to us the Promiſe of the King- 
dom of Heaven, and that unſpeakable Glory that fa- 
deth not away.” All this we may with Certainty hope 
for, if we reject the Tempter and the Temptation to- 
gether, after the Example here ſet us by our Loxn 
and Saviour Ixsus CHRIST; to whom therefore, with 
the Father and Holy Spirit, be aſcribed, &c. Amen. 
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NUMBERS xvi. 26. 


. wicked Men, and touch nothing of t theirs, uf ye . 
conſumed i in all their Sint. 


THESE wicked Men, whoſe Tents 
ü vere not to be come near, and whofe 
very Touch was dangerous, were no 
leſs conſiderable than two hundred and 
— iſty Princes of the Aﬀembly of 1/rae!, 
famous in the Congregation, Men of Renown; Part 
Reubenites, Part Levites ; who, through their Com- 
mand as Magiſtrates, or Council as Teachers, had 
well nigh ſeduced the whole Congregation into a moſt 
dangerous Rebellion againſt Moſes, and indeed againſt 

Gov, though the Pretence was the Holineſs of all 
the People, and their 82 as aye, a8 i 


F ; 2 2 - 


The Dodrine that is moſt 0 6 in lili it= £ 
ſelf to our Conſideration, from this whole Tranſac- 


tion, and which ſtands here ſumm d * in 1 1 


2 
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I wall take bold of © fiſcourſe pom; Wh 
great Danger of Aſſociations in Wickedneſt, or ha- 


KP: any Thing to do with wieked Men, how great 


or numerous ſoever, how ſpecious and plauſible ſoever 
their Pretenſions may be: Where the ( 
and the Obeyer; the Counſelfor and” the Client; 
the Leader and the Follower ; the Deceiver and bis 
Dupe, are all alike to go together, and periſh, as one, 
in the wide and open Pit of Deſtruction: Therefore, 
"ſays Moſes, Depart, I pray you, from the Tents of theſe 
wicked Men, and touch nothing of * leſt ye be con- 
ſumed i in all their Sins, 


This is not the only Paſlge in Scriptire wherein 
cis Caution is given us; fot very frequently are we 


advertiſed not to be Partakers of other Men's Sins, 


and for the ſame Reaſon here given in the Text, left 
we be conſumed in their Iniquities. . There muſt 7 
ſome deep and deadly Working in the Myſtery of 
Iniquity, known only to the ſecret Councils of ye 
_ Almighty Wiſdom, that could occaſion ſo ſtrange 
Sentence; at which Moſes himſelf, that 147i 
Friend of Gon, who is ſaid to converſe with the Dei- 
ty Face to Face, ſeems to ſtand amazed: Shall one 
Nan fin, faith he, and. wilt thou be wroth with all 
the Congregation / There muſt certainly be ſome 
hidden, but ſtrong and cloſe, Connection between all 
Sorts of Sinners, the Deceiver and the Deceived, 
that makes them both as one; otherwiſe Gon, who is 
infinitely juſt, and puniſhes no one Man's Perſon for 


another Man s Crimes, would not thus band them 


| together in a like common Chain of Darkneſs, and 
caſt them as an uniform Lump of Offence into the 


fame Place of Torment. Surely as the Children of 
I Gop i in CHRIST are all united by one and the ſelf- 


ſame 


* 1 A. ' 
C JT h 


ol OG. CE eo .f. ãñę d d ̃ ̃̃ͤVd :! ²—-ůʃ' m oe. a. , , awd i-th. 
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fame Spirit, fo are the Chitdren of the Wicked Ohe, 
or elſe how can we fay « or defend the Ways of the 
LogD 2 AS equal ? No; they muſt have all ſome com- 
mon Tendency i in their. evil Nature, or an outward 
ing, without an inward Sameneſs of Tincture 
fruck out by it, can never account for this uniform 
Manner of proceeding in a Jult and righteous God. 
There muſt be a Propenlity in our Conſtitutions to 
be infected with the Evil of others, or the Contagion 
could not thus readily catch hold, overſpread and 
corrupt the whole Man; ſome fates of Malice 


and Wickednefs, which, upon. the leaſt Hint, ftirs 


the wretched Ferment, and concludes all, Self and 
Company, under the like Sin and the like Condem- - 
nation. 80 that were but our Underſtandings 1wa- 
ken'd to diſcern this Conſlitutional Diſorder, we 
ſhould need bat little Advertiſement to ſtand out of 
the Way of Wickedneſs, and avoid the Place where 
Iniquity dwelleth. Our own Corruptions would 


find us ſufficient Employment, without putting in for 
a Share of other People's Offences. And yet it ſo 


comes to paſs that a great Part of our actual Offences CO 
are not originally our own; we contract a Kind of 
additional Impurity by joining in what we fee others 


do; where we are not, humanly ſpeaking, Principals, 
but  Affſtants only. Thus our Hands; by a fad Kind 


of Contagion, may be defiled by another 1 s Ac- 


tions; and we periſh, not only for doing Evil, but 
for {6 much as touching the unclean Thing. Our 


| Authority, our Tongues, may intitle us to the Guilt 
of Crimes, which otherwiſe had not concerned us, 


and find a Way to offend Gop, as it were, by Proxy; 
but we muſt, in the mean Time, look for the Pu- 


niſhment in our own Perſons ; none are like to take 
from us our Share in that Burden ; far the * of 


Sin 


061 


$5 are „ Death, i in what Shape ſdever it. may. appear. 


David underſtood this in a deeper Senſe than many 
of us Chriſtians do, when be prays, O turn away mine 
Eyes left they behold Vanity, and let me not be occupied 
in the Works of ungodly Men, of I eat of fuch 
Things as pleaſe them. And again, Bleſſed is the 

Man that hath not walled in Mo — Council of the Un 
godly, nor ſtood in the Way of WT and cod 11 t ſat 
in the Seat 8 the Serge: „ 


* 


"> ſhall divide what 1 have farther t to WY upon the 
Subject! into theſe two Wen 2 N ſome- 
Nik . hpi 


Þ Tothe two Ways Gabe CR ane and Jedu- 
— cible from the Face of the Story here before us, 
| 5 £ N the Sin of a Few may be communicated 
- to Multitudes, and all made Sharers in the Pu- 

4 15 Clien due unto it, viz. by C 
the Aud then, 


u. * 3 more 3 of yy . Dan- 
ger in anywiſe of participating with other People 
in their Sins; and that leſt we be conſumed i in 
them, as if they had been originally our own; 
A for. we.are to have | rio [Fellowſhip with the un- 
fruitful Works of Darkneſs, but rather to re- 
- prove them, leſt they hereby become fruitful in 
* a bad Senſe, and fill our Bellies in the/End with 
no better Nouriſhment than Gravel, with the 
. -- - hid Treaſure of Gov” s Wrath 2 Sin and 
.., , - every Lover and Abetter Fo, 


2 . 
J FW Cs. 2 
wy oo a oo. a 5; * Y 
( f 
1 R. 3 


4 . then, for Command, "WF ag "Stn . 
2 moſt i Re F ellowſhip and cloſe ne 14g 
on "OF 
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"1. 


between'the Works and Wages! 20f iniquity Here, 


indeed, when we come cloſely to view the ſeveral 


Parts of the Commander and the Obeyer, as acting 
in concert with each othet, and enkindling between 
em ſueh Wrath as may conſume them both, the 

ter Share ſeems due to the former; and the 
Right Rane of Fellowſhip, in this mix'd Matter, be- 
longs rather to him who gives the Command, than 
to him chat executes; and he ſhall take his Place 
accordingly. He is the Principal who is the firſt mo-—-— 
ving Cauſe; and though this excuſeth not him who 
does it upon the other's Authority, you” is he ſtain d 
with a Guilt of a much deeper Dye. And this is ac- 
cording” ta the true Balance of the SanQuuary3”for 
thus, in Scripture, David is faid to number the People, 
when yet it was Fab that did it, but by the others 
Appointment; and all came in for Share 61 the | 
Wrath that was kindled by this haſty and pf 
tuous Order. And thus likewiſe the People are 1 faid 


to have made. the Calf that Aaron made; for they 


were ſet on Miſchief, and were then ſo far become 
his Maſters, that if he had not complied with their 
Commands, to make them Gods to go before them, 
they would have ſtripp'd him of his Pontificals Jong 
before Moſes did the ſame for his Burial; But ſtill, 


for this, Aaron was ſhut out of the promiſed, Land, 
as well as the People deftroyed with a fore Viſitation. 


And even human Laws bear Witneſs to the Juſtice 
of this Proceeding, which .puniſh rather him that 


commanded, if the Power was his, than him that 
obeyed; It may happen ſo that the Man who exe- 


cutes ſhall be innocent, and the whole Sin lye upon 
him from whom it took its Riſe, if the Authority 
be fo unqueſtionable as to over-rule his Reaſon. 


| Obedience | is a certain rio to our lawful Superiors, | 


and 


* * "MY 


and if we do pay it ſometimes in Particulars. where N 
we owe it not, yet it ſeems. mare exculable than to 


So that, in this 


deny it where tis undoubtedly dus: 


Caſe, the Sin ſits heavy; upon the Commander, and 
the other is ſo far free as bis Conſcience is overſway d 


by the Weight of Authority ; for what proceeds not 
from our Will is not our Fault, but to be charged on 
the unwarrantable Injunction of thoſe whohad a Power 
of impoſing it: So that when Governors command 
what there is no expreſs Word of Gon againſt to 
warrant our Diſobedience, in this Caſe, asthe Sub- 
ject is bound to obey, the Blame muſt 1ye- wholly 
upon them. And it much concerns them, therefore, 
to weigh well the Nature and Tendency of thoſe 
Things which they do command. Be wiſe now, 
therefore, O ye Kings, and be ye learned all ye 
due e the ard, e bene eee 


bes chough is Caſe he quite ee Aſhe 
Thing commanded be n unlawful; and yet 
we obey in the Execution of of it, the Guile fill lies 
at his Door who commanded, tho! the Obeyer be 
polluted alſo; as in the Caſe of Jezebel, who is ſaid 
to have murder d Nabith, though "ſhe only com- 
manded others to ſuborn falſe Accuſers that he might 


of the Murder lay upon her; tho' there were Guilt 
enough too upon the Elders of the People who'obey'd, 
and upon heb alſo, who only ſtood by and gave his 
ſilent Conſent. All this, ſeemingly, diſtin&; but the 
Murder, where all concern'd: ere Principale, Was 
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What we have ſaid of Magiſtrates, includes all 


guperiors in their Proportion. All that are in an 
Kind of Authority, whether Civil or Domeſtic, ſhould 


take good Heed what they impoſe, and what they 
exact; for upon them will lie the Weight of thoſe 


Tranſgreſſions which their Authority has, by its 
Weight, Yy preſſed out of their Dependents :.. And, 
doubtleſs, the Guilt will be very great which bas ſo 


various a Complication. All that are inveſted with 


Power of any Kind would do well to conſider this, 
if they hope, at Jaſt, to give Account oF. their 1 ruſt 


with Joy, may not with Grief. 


The PU Way I mentian's of this Participation | 


in Sin, was by Counſel. And let all Talkers and 


Teachers here turn Liſteners themſelves, for: this In- 


ſtruction is ſur them. This is one Way by which 
Wickednels is wonderfully ſtirr'd and communicated ; 


| for thus the Tongue, that little Member, has tp boaſt 


28 great Evil as it does by Calumny and Detrac- 
1 By the latter we make our Brother miſerable; 

but, by the former, we often make him odious in the 
Sight of Gop, which is, by much, the more grievous 
Injury of the two; for hereby Maxims of Falſhood 
are eftabliſh'd. for Truth, and the Ways of Error 
ſteadily purſued by Rules of Wrong and Precepts of 


Unrighteouſneſs. Much of this Kind muſt have been 


practiſed upon the credulous Multitude, in the Caſe 


li was in this Way of Counſel that Achitaphel par- 


took of Abſabin's Rebellion, in which be forward 
and affified ; but it was with Words only: And yet 
A Cs ha 


they 
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they Wit oth 4 Dees u. 


rimelyEnd; the one hung by his own Hands, and the | 


other by his own Hair. 
| 1 e ee 
So likewiſe Balaam aſſiſted a7 thus; with Coun- 
fel, the munificent Balak, and that in ſpite of wiſer 
Admonition from the Mouth of his Aſs; and which, 
in like Manner, not only join'd him in a Fellowſhip 


of Suffering with his Patron, but together with all 


thoſe on whom his Counſel took Place: One Set pe- 
* the Sword, and the other * che * 


Again: When Men of long Heads 1 miſchie- 
vous Schemes and deep Contrivances, the Plots of 
which are not to be unravell'd before their Heads are 
laid in the Duſt, and, but for their Subtilty, them- 
ſelves forgotten; as when a Family is to be raiſed, or 
kept from ſinking, by Fraud: Tho' the Projector die 
in his Iniquity, and be gather'd to his Fathers, and 
Fate breaks off the Clue of his wicked Devices in the 

Midſt, and prevents him, however, from ſinning far- 
ther in his own Perſon, yet may he be ſaid to ſin till in 


his Heir who follows his Directions, and executes his 


Purpoſes. Root and Branch are all as one, whether 
con{ider'd i in the green Tree or the dry. Thus are the 

2rimes of the Fathers ſ made full in thoſe 
of- their Poſterity, and ade of Iniquity, once 
ſet on Foot, laſts lo the Life of the firſt Un- 
dertaker; and no Mart 


Tares ſpringing up whoſe Work it was to ſow them, 
though the Office of the Sickle may fall into the 
Hands of a freſh Set of Labdurers. Here the Juſtice 
2 God 8 mere er the — of Fathers upon the 
= beg Solution. ; 
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el if the Conſequence be ſhared 
amongſt them: For he certainly is guilty of thoſe 


8 
1 I n * 


I! 


Iadegd, upon this Acchunt it as that 'theiFews 


were guilty of our Saviow's Crucifiniom. - Caiphas 


gives out his (Counſel of Expedience thlat ne Man 
ſhould die for the People. They immediately take this 
Counſel for to put him to Death and transſerit cb du. 


Governor, under Pretence that their foreign Subiee- 
tion had bound their Hands from taking Life, de this 
Scruple hever enter'd their Heads when Heß an ws 


to be ſtoned: However, it was cher gpite he Exerciſed, 


unwilling of himſelf to have aby Thing to do'wiihthe 
Blood ef that juſt Perſon, - Thoſe Wipe Cla- 


mours which brought Vengeance upoh him ;inyolyed 


them all in the-Guike of laying the Prince df Life 
And yet what was this'but-Coufiſe}; Tor tb codith 


rr eat had vs Power? ; bom oy 
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Bur d thr Jeſs Eagernefs than Gb. S. RU bs 
make us Mels: men with Criminals.” The moſt calm 
Advice carries our Will with it; and *tis the Act öf 


our Will, in the Sight of Gom, that makes us what 


we are. Whatſoever wwe counſel another todo, Sn 


trary to our Judgment,” . 
rn — md 


Pit of Deſtruction, — he al would avoid, 
and dreads as intolerable. Whoever 'can lay fach 
Shares deſignedly for Men's Souls, ſhall Turely meet 
together in that wretched-Place to wich his Coun- 
ih e £ 20 76540 wer VEE. 
ROE”. "TOY TR: td fins tet. i761 eo | 
But it would be .tdlel to . 
Heres therefore, let us ſtop): that we may have Le- 
eee 


: 2 a. by, *\ 7 6-5 
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" Tacholed ce, tomake 8 


upon what WET been delivered. . 


Vor. II. 8 This 
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cy 


This Amalſinent then of Mankind; in each other's 
"Sing may. reconcile td Reaſon and Juſtice all general 
an national Judgments; for if the Earth were to 
eleave aſunder, and ſwallow up quick any Multitude 


of People now upon the Face of it, as it did thoſe 
mutineus: Mraclitas in the Wilderneſsa who could 
murmur, or ſay truly, that it. kill'd. the People of the 


Lon? Or if it had rained down Fire from Heaven 
upon Bethſaida and. Gborain, as it did once upon So- 
dom and Gemarrab, where, were the fifty to be found 
in sithex of thoſe Cities, that could ſtand forth and 


lays, Shall nat the Fudge M all the Earth de right; or, 


Shall. the Righteous. be, as the Micled ? It is of the 


Eu 2's Mercy alone that we. are not utterly con- 
5 and it is nothing but ſuch Acknowledgments, 
chat can reaſonably hope to avert his Judgments: For 


Se we not all compacted, as it were, an join'd to- 


gether in one great Bady Corporate of Iniquity, and 


1{ome-bay, became Partakers of each other's Sins in 
Almoſt,exery.Inflancez-d0d what: Wonder chen if we 
mug ps: conſumed tagecher in them? Only reflect 
Alittig upon the Particulars, already named, to learn 
Tall and. Heinduſneſs of · oui Guilt : For 
do et even pride aurſelves in having our moſt ini- 
Juitaus and, deſtructi ve Commands moſt punctually 
| hend, and having dur Fame ſpread, by our Coun- 
ſels being ſallo edi thoubliwe lead Men thereby in- 
tothe Way: that 4s notigood: This is 2 great Ag- 
gravation, as well as a great: Spreadet of Sin, our 
not being ſatisfied with being wicked ourſelves, but 
ous to ſtrengthon dur ſelves in dur Witkedneſs, 
by enga Numbers in thie ſume Rebellen againſt 
S805. -A s be to them, faith the Prophet, that N. 
Bu Miſcbief by Law); and this every one does, in 


n 2 Right to chere Obedi- 
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U Fry 4 
ence;" fe Abi him to do the Thing bay 
evil. Fhis may be perhaps, In St. Jahn Phraſe; | 


to exalt u Man's Self above Gon; for ſo he dees, in 
a great Degree, who makes void the Divine — 


r eee e 1 T 
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. Hath Gon ſaid chat ys ſhallidiey if you eat: of the! 
Fruit that ĩs in the Midft of the Garden? Ye ſhall: 
not ſurely iel: This was the Language of the firſt - 


Temptation that eoncluded us all under Sin, and may 


be ſtricti ſaid to have been, Counſel with a Men- 
geance: And whoever inſinuates that breaking. the 
Commandments,of, Gon will not: dran Puniſhmeas | 
after it, imitates this. och ad zud ; hims Ami; 58 
(6 2 5 engigig 14 Hum ct 20 ei 21 bne 01 Be 
who ſlrives, to palliate, or recommend ta 

* the Ns that is evil, is actually worſe than 
he that does it. Human Frailty may tranſgreſs and 
be; ſorry,,, but to aim at changing the Face of Good 
and; Evil, is, utterly: unpardonable 3. and: ha 925 


Na la pee den perhaps, "than. other 
2 branded. with that opprobri- | 

— erm, g- To. exerciſe Dominion over;qur.Bro- 

 ther's; Conſcience. And he who i guilty in "this 


Manner, is as, much;more. injurious. than, any other 
Sort of Sinners, both to Gov. and. Man, a as Men pub- 


ückly ſeditious, are more c s and 118 
than private Rob. T8 2. ] — 

ter break the Peace but for r and tl 

Fury ends; The other diſturb, 

even, the Bonds of, e 

nexion that is between Man a 


- therefore, nh; ed * ee Ig 2 4 


A 5 


28 0 63; 
Mankind. helene Sith nur: Serie, hell break 


_ onegf phe git of theſe:Commandments, au, tanrb Men 
lethal 
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There is aide . a 

nn but it is underſtood rather of one that would 
lead Intern falſe Opinidn, than a bh Puulice; tho 
theilhteer be more iniſthisvous hand more fanful. He 
that propagates-us the believes, has the Conviftion 
of xis ond ito iplead in excuſe; but he that 
lends ( ochers into a knownwideed Prattice, hhs u Sin 
lying open upon him, emu tted -palpubly aguinſt 
Oonſcienee and : He who believes the one, 
may think amiſs ; but he who obeys che other, ſhall 
act ſo; and it is not fo much by our Opinions, as by 
eur Wofke, Hirt an Ar Aal be. 9 
But be cotichide, 21 „ hy 2 F617: PAULE'S 
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Add unt with Wo rtaIRe Works; -for :for 
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And Purifſhment of 
begin, 4 — our b, Is really ter- 
5 Alt all- br Dread is removed, 
Bide tow Jop has. provĩ- 
ter Phing for us, und that, 

ers N the Righte- 
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r With us; And, 
il, ft dne Wirte in to in the ame 
ny l. Jie bene c. Defite but to be a 
ln "the Foce f Sp, and it ſets yu 
2 e Tens of Ungodlibefe 
olim A lch de tes de 5dr Lon | 

the Conimarids of Men ſhall have no Dominion 
GI, ani follow Bit lead. and it ſhall 
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„ 
make you wiſe unto Salvation. Who then need 
dread the Touch of ungodly Men, who can get at 
the Touch of him, from the Hem of whoſe Garment 
ſuch Virtue goes forth, as heals every Infirmity, and 
cleanſes from all Unrighteouſneſs?* . 
'Gop grant us Grace to take hold of this our 3g- 
crifice for Sin, of this our Example of godly Life, 
even of thee, O bleſſed Jzsu-; to whom with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, be aſcribed, c. Amen. 
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Ie * Werld becauſe ene js at? = 


needs be that Offences come; | but wo to that as 
* whom the Offence, cometh... £12 q a 16 astlus 
(091 Hut 10405 
END we may, with. great Juſtice, add, 
and wo unto him. likewiſe, upon whom it 
_lighteth ; for indeed: 'betyeen: the Woes 
* judicially pronqunced upon Offenders, 
and the Woes that are n brought. by. Ok 
upon the Offended, the W. or. ld, whether: it 
needs be ſo or no, yet in Fact is full of little eie. 
And the Reaſon why theſe hier Solace: * 
nounced in the T wh, "and elſewhere.in the 8 ipture, 
againſt thoſe who give and take 'Offence, are ſo little 
regarded, is becauſe they are ſo little underſtood by 
thoſe who, le Fe come font, * ned 


S424 


1 5 D tho his 2 bel Life and Conver- 
| ation "naturalſy nd to no other End ? 
. 5 And 


* 
Fl * . 
PPP 4 EI Es - ut. ts ans ef ATR AAABe vn b 
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e Lat p of the Word O uch, both in 
8 1 5 11. athier Parr of Seripture 
: where Beco is mate of if If is irdeed this moſt 

Method by which Wicke@nefs is 

gated, and Reer advanced; for who * = 
that has not offended in this Point? Such is the heavy 
Depravity of human Nature ſince the Fall, that tho 
a good-Example al but very fetch towards the Pro- 
motion of Goodneſs, yet a bad one ſhall never want 
a Multitude of ready Followers, 


To ſet this Matter thefefvre in as 7 a Point 
of View as [ ſhalt he able, ir being © Thing where- 
in we ſeem not well aware, half be the prineipal 
| 5 But _ 
| ar es pop Its 3 
® Lit ts Wik gh dr Gre Stony, a, 
e tu 25 enulne Sig ion of 
_, he off U, which this ro- 
Joke? | Ani Feat fo the airy 
e de ltr „ ve fall then come 


urg n it heavily 


b ala W be hs he the WP 85 
Word Mad: 'And we feed hs Mew 5 or Satil- 
fakten, our Savidur Wee © ng. a it us in 

. th. Ones, 


tug 


= 


” * 9x 


the Verſe fininddia * receding 
ſober; Kiith' be, fall g 1 fas 
—— , * ae, 1 I. 


r hin that @ 
Mill. | 


Abd, 1 
5 5 ere drowned in 157 57 th 8 £27 
Office, W 13 5 17 4 ild, chat couk 955 


„ 


may be no een 
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St. Pant, Kd Caſe, 2 himſelf "witli . 
to abſtain ffein Fel all his Life long, rather ns 


„ 1 


he for whotn CHHs T died ſhould periſh by his * 
ing: Nor to'a Chriſtian does it appear, unreaſopable . 
to deny an Appetite for his Brother's Eternal Wel- 


fare. . Chriſtian Chari! ty, and. the Honour of Gov, 
Will dilpoſe us to Selig any little e 7* 
en for the W of SO 


* 

— 
„ 
5 4 1 

* 


to Sin. This e is. what 81. Paul. Fairy 

when he admoniſhes not to eat Thing offered to 
Idols, then only when | ou e tald of it.; Not far 

the Sake of your own, | 

warned yo. EE 


For though : an 101 6. ek # nar W is hls =» 
ficed to it, yet to worſhip it is a Crime; and this 
he may be diſpoſed to do, ho ſees another, that he 
— an Opmion of, do an Action that ſeems to juſtify 

a Practice, tho! it do not. But-then the Criate” 

is 110 vexing our Neighbour, or croſſing his Humour, | 
2 molt People miſtake for this offending ; but it is 
the 


0 252 J. 


the leading him from Gon, by our ungodly. Beha- 
viour, which is the true Senſe of offending in moſt 
Places of Scripture 3 3 it is to caſt a Stumbling- Block 
in his Way, to the end he might fall over it; and 
hence the Phraſe of Rock of Offence ; 3. that i is ſome- 


thing oper which. 1 we 8 1285 ſtumble or fall. 


l 217 1 38 * R 


In St. Paufs Senſe then it is impoble for him 
chat is offended to complain of the being ſo; for if 
25 3 he has Notice of his Danger, and then 

is his own Fault if he does not ſecure himſelf from 
ir It is impoſſible for any. Man to. find Fault with 
a Deceiver in this Kind, but he muſt conceive him : 
to be ſuch, and chen he i is undeceiued. 


5 
2 . & we. 4 


Nor is he a Man of a weak . and con- 
ſequently is not offended in St, Paul's Senſe, tho” be 
may be put out of Humour, who is paſſionate and rea- 
dy to complain of Abuſes, Who has quick Eyes to diſ- 
cover and judge the Unlawfulneſs of his Neighbour's 
Conduct; but 1 it is he who cannot 2 ſee the Di- 


3 


without N able to attend to the J ee 1 
Circumſtances of it: © So that they \ who think them- 
ſelves wiſer than other People, have no Reaſon to 
complain on this Account however. A weak Con- 
ſcience, what is it but a weak Judgment concerning 
Good and Evil ? For Conſcience in general is no- 


thing elſe but fuch a Judgment. Rn FLO 
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= Thus much upon Oecaſion of. Offence, 21 5 is 
no other, in a Goſpel Senſe, than the ill Effect one 
Man's Want of Faith or good Manners may have 
N the Mind of another, who. is 5 weak enough to 
"WH IT neglect 


* 
* 


ap]. 


Mache the. revealed Ve of, Pes L itn Man 


5.gnd upon which, the the T. 
f ee Hi 5 pt 
ple whole Ws which is fad] 3 


4 813 aſl 
of Offences ; for it muſt needs be that . MCAS, come, 
£ Fr to that Man 158 whom the 4 10 5 come: 5" f 


deed u l 
in the Tak of fo einge unto the Wa becauſe 


142 


giving Ons b by evil 5 but that even | his 1 255 
one s thay not be Mifsontued and LG evil | of, — 
* now leads me regularly to my 

© Secand Head, Ul which this Wo: in the * 
3s to be charged to the killing Power, of bad Ex- 
amples ; whereby it will appear that our W is 
moltly, fr 0 e 8 IT: 


1 5 


n wh. INE "4 
* EE JS 8 . 3201 4 18 o "(5 * * 
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' Herein in indeed 1 0 great. and | univerſal —— 
gion of our Crimes, for few is ſcarce ay Man who 


'ELETS SE: 


Is ; an infeQious Kind of Thing, and | ſei: fill upon 
Sede 
bour's Roof is as far from m being fafe* when ours is on 
Fire, as ate his Morals, when all about him are 
faulty: Both the Flame and the Example paſs, natu- 
rally from the one to- the other, ſtill increaſing, it 
Fury the wider it ſpreads; ; and where hall the 15 
chief of either end? Thus it is that the whole World 
is corrupted to the'Degree it is : For ; — many Men 
ſingly are bad ae to fo very enormoully,, but 
they iniprove upon the vile Eractices of their Neigh- 
doutrs, and the Force of that Tyrant, Faſhion, drives 
All before it: They ſee 77 others d 2 e do, N 
3 . is thereby tak 


ICE 4 
ky «ll " 


1 


eee tr hai whe wt; bs e . 
4 74 %. There needed but Attie nety * 
bon, the ſeeing MCs Had done it To, 2 wils 

by the Game Danger impending, was obliged tö 
the mine Caution, Wal 4 Tufficient Ttidiiceth 
Way bis fironge r Neabett And indeed Mankinit 
ne by Precedent, rather than by an Rule of Rig ht; 


3 e okra Ke 
Topick, That th W 5 commonly been” dont 


few to bUþ'thein, and fewer yet have any 
2 che tric” Motive of 55 * 17 
Altheugh che fureff is” yet not often the: 8 
Way of Proceeding, and we are uſually for 

| 4% Fat 6s . TUE onda, e a 
gur Faculties to be ifqui nitinually, 

is'ſ6, and whether it mig bf nat ke 09 oh 
Fe ie tous be eh arg. ae he 
Truth, and to draw it out of the Pit, into 7 e 
dur Affections, "ant die natu | 
Minds, have thru ie: | 'We Jazily, th 
kather to find out © 2 Princig 


"thi feweft Enetnjes from Ra ri : 
arity'; and engage the greateſt Numb 
SIR of « Mind. n 
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The is the Prudence worldly Wiſdom teaches 
3nd. juſtifies, .butiſhall never juſtify her Children by 
c they ſhathfall together into the Eit hey thought 
nat ß, and; periſh. from the cight, Way; with the 
Herd, whoſe Examples they haue ches - implicitly 
followed. We are nqt apt to ſulpeft any Ill, where 
we ſee ſo many go, befafe us withgut Fear. or: Suſpi- 
 Fion,of;Dange 7 and ghys, it is.we. lead.ope anorher, 

_ andþblindly. 40 LA As till moe fall inte the 
Ditch, together, We are diſpoſed, in, theſe Caſes,49 
truſt another's 1 rather than our own, and to 
rely BAR the Prudence pf .thaſe that walk before us, 
Fe to 1 REFER Opinien of their Un- 
rain: an ſometimes our va, Experience | 
then cooſideripg; that they are, bur Men, of 
the 9 5 Male and like Faffians with, guftelues, 
: Here che W. Wa in the Text Jies, heavy pen allithoſe 
who one anyway eminent. in the Worll; ypon thoſe 
who .may.. expect numerous Followers, where. they - 
lead, and yet.chuſe to. cad into Eil; whos. inflead | 
of. ming and ſhining Lights, make 
themſelves falſe Fires, ft 4 gy Uh to ry 


and draw Men into in and Error e !:: 


But tho? thos.who.ara;conſpicupus; myſt kao 
that they are more:eſpecially/concernedin this Matter, 
as being capable of eee the greater Numbers: 
yet is there hardly any one, how obſcure. or mean 
ſoever, who may nat he the Mau by hom this Of- 
fence cometh: Even the moſt abject Inferliors often 
inſect thaſe that are highly. raiſed above them ; we 
are in this Point, however, all ſubject to one another, 
nor is it. neceſſary chat en . en Ar 
e 9 Soo ot my * 

i 130% iv 41 ot all 
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Bot indeed That is there that has neither Ehials 
nor- Ttiferiors 7- Even the meaneſt of People are often 
Maſters öl Families, and Fathers of Children, and 
as ſuch may, in this Way; do Miſchief "enough : 
Fortis i the callow Minds of Youth | {belbre-tHeir 
Judgmeiits \are ſtrong enough! to act by any other 
Rule than that of Imitation; before theit der- 
tag dings are fortied into Ripeneſs, ſufficient! to 
tell them, with any perſuaſive Power tlie B 
ference -bety n OK. FT Evil) are found wrong 
biaſed by Home -Examples, and determined towards 
the worſe Side before they Tee the Conſequences of 
taking vither. Thus Parents deſtroy their own Souls 
_— hildren's at once, and become the Occa- 
Bon df thuch Evil, Which is as yet Undone" © 
thus Hafdneſs 'of Heart, Contempt of Gop's Woid, | 
Selfiſhneſs:agjl Cruelty, Stubbornnefs Aal Partidlity, 
are; in theis 1 Weight and unde handed down 
to che next Generation; and in a more alnple and 
al Manner do Men often entail and perpetuate 
bn Tempers and vicious Difpoſitions upon 
oftefity,-than their earthly Goods and tem- 
| by Emoluments? z Pas n VIE 5 A 


„Now nh is there in any de but: knows, 
hats Wb he ſins with; an! high:Hand; :ſcattering 


Firebrands, Arrows, and-Death, and ſpreading the 


_ Contagion" of his bad Example, as far as the Bun 
ine Gf a little Proſperity will carry iti but that 
Somebody wil be infected and hurt by: it io And if 
he knows and proceeds, {the Woes prondunoeſl on 
Sbſtinate and wilful Sinners hang directly ober his 
Head. Wo unto the World i indeed becaufe*of theſe 
Offences, for nothing has equal Power to cortupt 
ni turn it away from the Preſence of its Creator; 


[ #87 

inſomuch that ſcarce a pious Thought or good In- 
tention can ſpring up in the Soul, but it thall find 
itſelf immediately ſet upon by the World, 16 foon 45 
it is known and comes abroad, whoſe utmoſt In- 
duſtry ſhall be employed to cruſh or quench it in its 
Birth. For good Reaſon therefore is the Reward of 
Salvation held forth to thoſe who perſevere unto the 
End : For good Cauſe is the Caution given that we 
war not tweary in Woll.-doing; for in the Way of 
Gop, every Impediment ſhall be laid, and in the 
Labour of the EM both Wind and wire | are a- 
gainſt us. 0 72.5] Yo eee eee Bl l be a 


But a more particular Share of this Offene be- 
longs to that bigheſt Claſs of moſt deſperate Sinners, 
| Who have been induſtrious and able to bring Crimes 

into Faſhion, perhaps unuſed and almoſt unheard- 
of before; who ſhew the Way to Enormities to 
which Peogle: before had no Propenſity, and dirget 
their Viciouſneſs to ſomething? new in Sin j whs 
L ſtudy to form afreſh. Figure; and lead up Deftruc- 
tion in a Shape where Novelty may givocſti e freſh | 
and more poignant Reliſn. To the Shame of hu⸗ 
man Nature ſuch there are, who act as if were had 
not been Ways enough open'd to Ruin already; w 
as if Mankind needed ſome farther and furer 
tions to the Chambers of Death: Nay, who ride I 
themſelves in their Ability of doing Miſchief in this | 

Way, as a Proof of their Authority and Abilitics5 
whereas, in Truth, it is not ſo; and let them but £3 
to teach Goodneſs, and they- will ſoon ſee of what 
Weight their Authority is. No, Mankind; 26 has 
been before obſerved, follow anotherꝰs Example ra. 
ther than the Conduct of their own Conſcience; not 
dons con they think them wiſer than themſelves,” but 
| purely 


| for, made up of many Guilts, fo they ate to expect 
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purely qut of Lazineſs and an evil Diſpoſition: It 


eaſes chem of the Labour of thinking and pondering 
their own Actions; it gives them an obvious Prin- 
cigle to go by, ta which there are the feweſt-Excep- 


tions; what will ſcreen beſt from an ill Tongue, and 


increaſe. kind Greetings amongſt Men. But how 


much ſgever it may ſeem a Point uf Grandeur to 


lead the Way to Death, and head a Company for 
Deſtruction, the Guilt ſhall countervail the Advan- 
tage, and a proportionable Weight of Wo make 
ſuch one Day wil rather that they had ee n | 
and leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven. 


I call cloſe this Matter with the Senſe a late ex- 


| cellent Author had of it; tho”, for ſpeaking Home- 


Truths, not at preſent much ſet by: Many there 
ate doubtleſs, ſaith he, who never arrived at that 
Pitch of Wickedneſa as to deſire to corrupt others; 
but only, being Slaves to their own vile Diſpoſitions, 
have Iiued and died under the killing Power of them, 
and ſo paſſed to a fad Eternity. Such, upon the 


deſtroy none but themſelves: But theſe others, who 
ſtrive. to make Accomplices in Wickedneſs; and who 


A be properly enough ſaid to people the 


Darkneſs, and; in a bad Senſe, to beat : 


the:gins: of many; aka lvele 2 Guilt to anſwer 
hi AIRS ONO up! of buryberlefs Woes.” 
— by Way of Applicasen; coſts OE A 


Review of what hs been i, in eder de make 2 


Compariſon, may be called charitable Sinners who 
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Let us chen ferioully lay this Thought to ot 
Heart, that when we thus offend our Brother, and 
encourage him to be worſe than he would other- 
wife have been, by the Force of our bad Kette, 
we know not to what a Degree of Cottuption he 
may be catried; and that it is utterly out of our 
Power to repair the Injuries we thus have done. 
It is an eaſy Matter, Gop knows, to hurt à Soul 
the Courſe of this World, were it not for God's 
preventing Grace, ſeems calculated for the Office; and 
this is the Ground of our Obligation to renounce, | 
to flee, to come out, and to be ſeparate from it; 
but there are not in our Power fo many Ways & | 
reconverting and reducing to à better Mind: It is 
hard to foot out the Tares, without pulling up the 
Wheat with them, for the latter ſeldom take fo deep 
Root as the former; it is fo with Impreffions made 
upon utiguarded Minds; the Worſt, from the natural 
Advantage of the corrupted Soil, draw the biggeſt 2 
Nouriſhment and bring forth the ſtrongeſt Fruit. 
Evil Communications will corrupt even good Man- 


ners, and well-colouted Falſhobd will a. any Time 


operate quicker and ſtronger upon the Will than pla 
and naked Truth: Nay, Men will do and fuffer 
more, even upon a religious Account, when ſkilfully 
daſhed with the cunning Craft and Doctrines of Men, 
than, without Breach of Charity, they would have 
done for the Goſpel in Simplicity, or Chriſtiamty 
itſelf, And it is uſually harder to tetrieve Men froms 
ſuch Errors, than to pervert them from the Truth: 
Nor indeed are any ill Habits ſo eaſily deftroyed as 
produced. How many do we ſee daily debauthed tc 
Riot and its natural Conſequences, Infidelity and 
Profaneneſs, only becauſe all about them ate fo enga- 
ged ; and how few, in Compariſon, ever returning 
Vor. II. „ . 


3 4 
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to a ſober. and better Mind? When Vice from with- 
out has had a Meeting with Viciouſneſs within, and 
have kiſſed each other in the Deep of the Heart, 
what Force ſhall be ſufficient hereafter to disjoin 
them ? Why, Repentance; that is ſufficient to cleanſe 
from all Unrighteouſneſs. It is true: But who can 
__ promiſe himſelf this? It is Preſumption to ſin our- 
ſelves, on Aſſurance of Repenting, as it makes che 
Tranſgreflion wilful; nor is it a Thing always in 
our Power; it is the Gift of Gop, and muſt 'be 
prayed for as ſuch. But who can undertake for 
other People? However our own may de; the Powers 
and Faculties of their Minds are not in our Hands, 
to alter and turn them at Pleaſure. But what is ſtill 
worſe, we know not here the Extent of our Crimes, 
nor how many our bad Example has infected; for 
the Seeds of Evil, thus ſown, ſpring up whether we 
- fleep.or wake; whether we do or 2 not attend their 
Motions. 


Theſe MPT Y 5 7 a ſhould be 
enough to make us cautious, however, how we take 
up a Burden that may grow too heavy for us to bear, 
or venture to. foment that Poiſon, whoſe F orce, at 

length. it may be Warte our Power to know or to 


ET W ö [ 
11 indeod there. there any — * es ng, 
oy. the Advantage of Numbers, it would be pruden- 
tial to gain them; but ſure none can be. ſo weak as 
. to hope 5 — any Refuge from the Divine ye, or 
"Ws Shield againſt Omnipotence. 5 


But to conclude, and that "wi NETS Words 
of Peace and Conſolation; for he whoſe Nature 
; OS SS - - | 2 3 i and 5 


| 
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and Property is always to have Mercy, and to for= 
give, knows how to deliver us from this ſo great a 
Death, and I truſt will yet deliver us. If all theſe 
threatened Woes do but convince us of Sin, there is 
the Lamb of GOD, ſlain from the Foundation of the 
World, ready to take away the Sin of it; a Sacrifice 
of full Satisfaction for all the Evil it can thus, or any 
other Ways, bring forth. And ſince Gop has put 
into our Nature ſuch a Propenſity to follow Examples, 
and ſuch a Diſpoſition to live by Imitation, he has 
likewiſe provided us CHRISTH for our Example, the 
bleſſed IEsus for our Imitation; whom to follow, 
and to be like unto, is Life Everlaſting. All our 
Diſpoſitions which, when employed in the Way of 


the World, lead to Deſtruction ; when turned to- - | 


| wards him, will bring us aſſuredly to Heaven. Here 
the feweſt Enquiries ; here the moſt implicit De- 
pendance, the moſt naked F aith, and readieſt At- 
tachment, ſhall be the moſt kindly accepted. Gop 
ſhews to thoſe that be in Error, theſe Truths in fo 
ſad a Light, only that they may return into the 
Way of Righteouſneſs ; and if all that are admitted 
into the Fellowſhip of ChRIST's Religion, are here- 
by led at laſt to eſchew what is contrary to their Pro- 
feſſion, and follow only ſuch Things as be agreeable 
to the ſame, they ſhall ſurely be ſaved, thro' Jesus 
CHRisT. our Loxp; to whom, with the Father 
and Holy Spirit, be aſcribed, Sc. Amen. © 
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SERMO N XXII 


Fenn * 18. 


When thou unt a. Thief, then thou 3 with 
Vm, and haft been Partaker with Adulterers. Thou 
giugſi thy Mouth to Evil, and thy N * 
Deca Tas: 


NY little Difference there may be be- 
tween the two Tranſlations, { {this newer 
in the Bible, and that older in the Com- 
mon Prayer-Book) is not worthy our 
1 * Notice; ſeeing the Doctrine is the ſame 
in both, ahd a preſſes ſo forcibly upon our Underſtand- 
ings, that it would be wrong to detain you a Moment 
with any literal Remarks or Criticiſms on mere Forms 
of Expreſſion. ' They appear, at firſt View, to be a 
ſtrong Deſcription and deep“ mark d Character of. 
the Wicked, from the Mouth of Gon himſelf; whom m 


the Pſalmift here introduces as demanding, with an 


Air ef Indignation, M bat haft'thou' to do, to declare 


my Statutes," or thut thou ſonideſ take my Covenant in 


thy Mouth Seeing thou hateſt Tnftruttion, and cafteſt 
my TE behind thee. Then follows the Matter f 
; T 4 | this 
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this high Provociti ; wherein it is particularly ta 
be obſerved, for the Weight of the whole Doctrine 
turns upon it, that this ſadly- rejected Sinner is not 
thus reprobated for being either Thief or Adulterer, 


nor for being deceived by the Error of the Ungodly; 
but for canſenting to the Thief when he ſaw him; for 
taking Delight in Adulterers ; for giving his Mouth 
or Voice on the Side of Evil; and for framing his 
7 to entice and deceive others into it. 


The two | Goda Mitters of Accuſation in the 
Paſſage before us, vzz. Approbation of Sin, and En- 
ticing others into it, ſhall form the two o fir r/l Heads 
of the enſuing Diſcourſe. And 


| be TS. ſhall be employed in aggravatin the Hei- 
nouſneſs peculiar to ſuch Kind of Sins, and the Deteſt- 
ableneſs of ſuch Sort of Sinners iu the Eyes of Gop, 
2 covertly ſoever oy wy cany ok in the 8 of 
. 


The felt Part, . of this deteſted Sinner's Ac- 
cuſation, i is not that he is a Thief, or Adulterer in his 
own Perſon, but that he is heartily and zealouſly* af- 
feed on their Side, and in their Intereſt; - And this, 
that he approved the Thief when he ſaw him, and 
loved the Adulterer, though at a Diſtance, ſeems to 
be more bitterly reſented, and to caſt him back far- 
ther at a Diſtance from Gon, than if he had actually 
fallen into either of theſe deadly Sins. And this is 
entirely agreeable to St; Pauls Notion of the Scale of 
Wickedneſs, which he has ſet forth in that Capital 
Epiſtle to the Romans; where, after a long and moſt 
hideous Bead - Roll of the Sins of Mankind, he crowns, 
or rather clinches, all with the ſpecial and egregious | 


Ma- 


j * 


C mw 


W of thoſe who not only do the ſame, hut 
who have Pleaſure in thoſe that do them, Indeed Ap- : 
probation of Sin, which is moſtly an intellectual Diſ- 
order, and a Malady of the Soul, is a moſt frightful 
Thing; inaſmuch as there are a Multitude of wretch- 
cd and miſerable Sinners, who neither approve of it 


or themſelves : But this Conſent of the Will makes 


us not only Partakers with Thieves and Adulterers, 
and all Manner of Tranſgreſſors, but fits us at once 
for a full Share and Portion of the Puniſhment due 
unto them. By this Approbation I underſtand. not 
ſuch as is openly declared before-hand, for this comes 
under the Notion of Counſel or Advice, and ſo falls 
not under the preſent Conſideration : But what I 
mean is a certain Reliſh and agreeable Senſation, that 
ſtrikes upon the Mind, upon the Knowledge or No- 
tice of Wickedneſs, whether before or after the Com- 
miſſion of it. When the Notice of Miſchief glad- 
dens the Heart, and the Spirits rather ſink when the 
News of Evil is contradicted and proves to be falſe: 
When we feel a Kind of Difficulty, and ſomething 
like Violence done to the Mind, when Decency 
obliges us to cover up our Ill · conditions, with ſaying, 


Pm glad tis no worſe, or, Im ſorry it is no better. 


Now, what here makes and proves us to be bad at 
Heart, is, that whatever we only thus approve we 
| ſhould be Actors in, were it not for ſome prudential + 
| Conſiderations that hinder our Paſſions from going 
their Lengths ; and which, at the ſame Time, have 
nothing like Goodneſs in them. Whatever Evil we 
take Delight to hear or ſee, if Opportunity. invited, 
and the Ability were at hand, we ſhould certainly re- 
duce to Action, ſeeing Self- love will not permit us to 
be more rigid towards that Naughtineſs in ourſelves, 
which we can approve in our PEO Rather 
the 


* 


"i 


8 
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the Reverſe is true, for we can quietly practice the 
Vice we can hate and condemn in another. Now, 
this inward Corruption of the Mind is, in the Divine 
Account, as if the outward Deed kept it Company ; 
and in our Eſteem, were the Heart as naked to us as 
to him, it would not come far behind it. | 


S | fin not here be hte to ſpeak of that 


_ Complacency which naturally ariſes from ſome Kind 


of forbidden Objects that ſtrike upon our Senſes, and 
ſtir our Corruptions; if they are rejected with an im- 
mediate Diſlike, they are Infirmities that plead a Par- 
don : But that which we here accuſe is an inward 
Act of the Mind, whereby we approve and think 
kindly of Baſeneſs committed by others; and where- 
by we are as truly baptized by the ſame Spirit into 
the ſame Body of Sinners, as we are made one with 
Cunxisr and CnRkIsꝓ with us, by drinking into the 
ſame Spirit with him: And conſequent to this is that 
which St. Fohn accuſes ; the bidding a Man God- 
| ſpeed, when we fee him in an evil Way: This Kind 
of friendly Salutation implying a full Conſent in us to 
what he's doing; and conſequently, as the ſame 
Apoſtle tells us, _— —— ot bt. 


Deeds. 


| Thus we ſee how an accidental Miſchief may be, 
by a Kind of Adoption, made our own Crime, if we 


only rejoice in it after it be done by another; that be- 
ing a Proof ſufficient that we abſtained from it rather 


out of Fear of Puniſhment, or not lying ready to 
our Hand, or ſome ſuch other Conſideration, than 
from any true Senſe of the Heinouſneſs of it. By ſo 
lender a Thread is our Guilt connected with ano- 


ther Man's Actions, and * ſo ſeemingly ſlight = || 
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Ad of the Mind do we transfer the Faults of others 
to ourſelves: For it is not neceſſary here that we pro- 
ceed ſo far as to make open Declaration that we ares 
of the Side of the Sinner, but it will be ſufficient to 
make us Partakers of their Guilt, if we are, however 
ſecretly, delighted with what they do, and entertain 
the Thought of it with Pleaſure :: Let us ſtrengthen 
theſe heart-ſearching Wee wind a few palp- | 
able Inſtances, 35 el e IS. 

Thoſe then that — 5 — priyately re- 
joice when they ſee Miſchief and Diſturbance abroad 
in the Wold, though at the ſame Time they have 
the Addreſs to keep their Fancy to themſelves, yet 
hereby become Confederates with the Seditious. So 


| likewiſe thoſe who love Treaſon become guilty of it 


by Miſpriſion, though they have not the Courage to 
appear perſonally in it: And thus we may be defiled 
with the Guilt of ſmiting our Neighbour: ſecretly, 


while we are glad at Heart to ſee him thus hurt, flan- _ - 


der'd, and abuſed: When we are entertained. agree- 
ably with the News of Violence and Oppreſſion, and 
hang liſtening upon the Tongue that goes through, 
and rends to Pieces, a Neighbour's Reputation ; tho” _ 
we may have ſuch a Command over ourſelves as to 
_ abſtain from openly ſharing in the Miſchief, yet if our. 


Minds are with thoſe that have, we are hereby num- _ | 


nnn Again: 


7 


If the Gain of the Thief be 8 in our Eyes, 3 
and we enyy him the Enjoyment of his eaſy- got 


Treaſure, we become of his Gang by this very Con- 
ſent: And fo too we may deſile our Neighbour's. 
Bed, tho' we never approach it but in Imagination; 
| While we * with * the Ware the Han: 5 


* 
„„ 
, 
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gate and Debauched; think with a ſecret Pleaſure 
on their ſinful Behaviour, and wiſh ourſelves in the 

Place of the Adulterer: This Kind of Look makes 
him a Partaker, and aſſembles him in their Troop. 
In any of theſe Caſes, Ability, Conveniency, or Op- 
portunity might be wanting, but tis plain the Will 
was not; which in his Account, to whom all Hearts 
are open, all Deſires known, and from whom no Se- 
crets are hid, conſtitutes and claſſes all his Creatures. 
Thus much for the firſt Portion of my Text: When 
thou ſaweſt a Thief, then thou conſented} with him, 
and haſt been Partaker with aer. "Oy us now | 


ſee how we like 


The ſecond Part of it: Thou give thy Mouth to 
Evil, and thy Tongue frameth Decit. If there appro- 
ving, here enticing ſtands as ſtrongly condemn d. 
And, indeed, when Nature comes to be meaſured and 
ſtrictly examined, we find her rather worſe in Specu- 


lation than in Practice; worſe in the inward Work- 


ing of the Mind, than in the outward Labour of the 
Hands: Whereas mere ſpeculative Goodneſs is as no- 
„ unleſs Works follow to prove its Sincerity. 
Joch is our unhappy Conſtitution: For this inward 
E Sh urn and Frame of Mind towards Deceitz transforms 


us into the very Nature df the Wicked One; who, 


by way of Eminence, as Head of the Party, is call'd 
the Deceiver: Enticement to Sin is his proper 
Work, and makes us, when we are engaged in it, 
che true Sons of ſuch a Father; it gives us his pecu- 
lar Features. Not content with his own Ruin, he 
"reſolves to draw Mankind into the ſame dnare; and 
perhaps has not the full Wages of his Tre, be- 


| fore this Work of Deſtrudtion be perſected. W/hy 


at thou come to torment 1 before the Time? was 0 | 
Evi 


[299] 
Fyil Spirit's Inquiry of our bleſſed Saviour. It's 
appointed for them to go up and down, and to alle. 


to and fro in the Earth, ſeeking whom they may de- 
ceive: And, in this ſad Labour of Malice, a great 


Part of Mankind are COINS and 2 Imi- * 


It was 8 on this aw his 2 
Man in the Goſpel is ſo anxious for the Safety of his 


Brethren, after he had forgot his own, left the Weight 


of Divine Vengeance ſhould lie heavier upon him, 
when, by his Allurement, they ſhould come into the 
fame Place of Torment: Otherwiſe, Love and na- 
tural Affection ſeem Qualities of too ſweet a Com- 
plexion for that State where Ge of ow 


is Part of the Employment. 


Auna in this Manner do they 1 Pe. | 
out of Vain-glory, raiſe. Diſturbances, and diſtract the 


Minds of Men with falſe Opinions, only to gain Fol- 
. lowers, and get themſelves a Name; to head a 


Company, and appear in the Front of that Multitude 


who were ſo weak as to pin their Faith upon them. 
Feroboam, for ought we hear, did not force any Man 


to Idolatry; but induced the People with Arguments 


of Eaſe and Profit, To go up to Feruſalem for to 


worſhip, was an expenſive and needleſs Journey; 
when the ſame Acts of Devotion might be perform'd 


at Dan and Bethel, and the like Sacrifices be equally | 


propitiatory there. This was but Enticement; yet is 
he branded with the Title of Him that made Iſrael 41% 
n. This Note of Infamy is conſtantly affix d to his 


Character, and he is made a Kind of Standard by. 4. 


which. the Wickedneſs of all his Succeſſors is mea» 


n They departed not from the din of J * 


255 1 
the don of Nebat, who made Iſrael to ſin. This was 
SON WE OO rom Ws one. | 


| 3 is this Enticing ts any by giving the 
| Mouth to Deceit. There is a Sort of ſilent Perſua- 
ſion as effectual as the moſt pathetic Language; as 

when we lay a Stumbling- block before our Neigh- 
bour, by adminiſtring Opportunities to Viciouſneſs. 
The Tree and the Fruit ſmiling upon her, tempted 
our firſt Parent as well as the Serpent did: Directing 
the Eye only to ſo dangerous an Object might perhaps 
have produced the Fall without any farther Perſua- 
fon. The laying before us Objects deſirable to our 
corrupt” Taſte, and not to be poſſeſſed without a 
Crime, is perhaps the main Method by which the 
Foe of Mankind is permitted to entrap the Imagina- 
tion; and proves alone ſufficient to do his Work, 
without uſing any more violent Suggeſtions.—We 
fee, and are oyercome.—The Luſt of the Eye is 
oftentimes as pernicious as the Luſt of the Fleſh; or 
the Pride of Life. We are here taken Captive by 
our on Deſires ; let their Motions but be directed 
wrong, and the Oben . 
waited. [Sit thus.conceived, and made flirring, will 
| foot come to — ns proper ie, | 
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neſty, need much Labour and Watching, before their 
Dictates will be ſteadily and ſincerely followed; but 
no Spur is needed to priek on to the Practice of the 
the contrary Vices. Adminiſter but the Opportu- 
nity, and a natural Tendency to Evil ſhall of itſelf 
| | _ compleat the Work, and perſect our Ruin. And 


who- 


„rr 00 
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dealt with accordingly. 


Hence is that Wo pronounced by the Prophet up- 
on him that puts his Bottle to his Neighbour's Mouth; 


that is, who lays a Bait for his Intemperance: 'Tho' 
he do not actually force him to ſwallow the Hook, 


he baits it however with ſomething he has an Appe- 
tite to ſwallow : He ſpreads a Net for his Feet, tho 


he drive him not into the Toils, when he only per- 


ſuades him, in Solomon's Phraſe, to look upon the 


Wine when it is red, when it moves itſelf aright in 


the Cup, and ſparkles in the Glaſs, that this Look 
may invite his Taſte, and the Flattery of the Eye re- 


commend it to his Palate. Thus the over-officious | 
_ Civility of ſome People becomes dangerouſly courte- 
- ous, even in thoſe who deſign it for a Kindneſs, and 
think they befriend the Man as with an Inſtance of 
Generoſity: But it is much more ſo in thoſe Who 
- propoſe to themſelves a Triumph over their Neigh- 
bour's Weakneſs, and love to ſee him overtaken, that 
they may behold his Nakedneſs in his Folly. ' Such 


Treatment ſprings from an ugly Diſpoſition, how- 
ever inſenſible of it they may be who are Actors in 


ſuch Scenes; and even boaſt in their ſhameful Part, 
as in ſome heroic Deed. This Kind of Behaviour in 
thoſe that call themſelves Chriſtians, Is tov criminal 
to need any Exaggeration or Arguments to prove 

it to be ſo. Only let us obſerve, that if a mere Pro- 

. poſal, the preſenting only alluring Objects, the throw- 
ing Temptations in the Way, or, as the Text has it, 


the giving our Mouth on the Side of Wickedneſs, 


and our Tongue to frame Deceit, be ſo criminal in 
the Eyes of that Gop of Purity who hates to behold. 


Ini- 


whoever does this knowingly, and with Deſign, oe- 
cupies the Place of the Tempter, and ſhall be finally 


l ABS - —-— 
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Iniquity, how 1 as are © they who can ruti 
upon greater and blacker Guilt, and yet blindly ima- 
' Line that they have done nothing amiſs? But Cuſ- 
tom and frequent Uſe have taken away the Horror of 
the Sin, and not only made it familiar and eaſy, but 
aims at giving it a Character; yet can never render it 
innocent however : Here the Power of the World 
fails it; the Stain remains ftill, though our Eyes, i in- 
fected with the ſame Tincture, cannot perceive it. 
Lighten this . our Darkneſs, we beſeech thee, O 
LoxD ! It would be endleſs to purſue this Thought 
through the ſeveral Vices that infeſt our Lives. He 
who forwards a Man's Ambition, by painting out, in 
glaring Colours, that Splendor to which he might 
aſpire; he who tempts his Tafte with the Deſcription 
of numerous Delicacies ; he who pictures Wantonneſs 
in Attitudes that inflame Deſire; he who moves his 
Anger and Thirſt of Revenge, by preſenting his Mo- 
 Toſeneſs with Objects fit to excite, and keep the Spirit 
of Reſentment in a boiling Ferment; all ſuch, and 
many more of the like Incendiaries, are Offenders i in 
this Way, and lie under the Diſpleaſure of Gop for 
; being ſo. And yet nothing i is found more common 
among Men, or indeed is eſteemed a flighter Thing, 
than thus to entice and perſuade into Wickedneſs: 
Parents do it to their Children, when they ſtrive to 
poſſeſs them with Deſigns of the vileſt Parſimony, or 
the moſt pernicious Ambition: One Friend does it 
to another; where, under Pretence of making their 
Fortunes common, they ſooner make their Vices ſo: 
Put in thy Lot amongſt us; let us all have one Purſe; 
we will divide the Spoil; and fo forth. Thus the 
Venom ſpreads, nor is there any End of its contagious 
Powers. In ſhort, our Hopes and our Fears are the 
Inlets whereat we admit 'our Deſtrudtion ; 3 and he 


my + 0 ak 


find 


1 deſignedly ſets open theſe Gates, that Miſchief | 
of any Kind may find a ready Entrance into the 


Soul, ſhall be conſidered, and ſuffer, as an Acceſlary, 


at leaſt, to the ſubſequent Condemnation. What 

Reaſon. then have Chriſtians, who hope to have, their 

Hearts purified by Faith, to fly from a wicked World 
as from a Peſt; to come out and be ſeparate from 


Sinners, and conſent to none of their Ways; to re- 
buke the Thief when we ſee. him, and diſcounte- 


nance the Adulterer, and all that are Partakers with 
him? This if we do, Gop will not ſhut-up our Life 
with Sinners, nor reject us from among his Childien: 
Nay, he has promiſed, on theſe Conditions, that he 
will be a Father unto us, and that we ſhall be his 
Sons and Dare ger, as ſaith the Lonp Almighty. 


4 have now nothing farther to, add, but only, as I $7 
purpoſed | | 


In the third and 4% Place: to direct theſe Truths . 


to Benefit, in a few Words of uſeful Application. 


Since, then, Sin is declared, and well-known, to 


be of ſo malignant a Nature as that it cannot be ſo 


much as come near without Suſpicion of being mor- 
tally infected by it; nor ſo much as touch'd, without 
the like Danger of Defilement, as there is from the 
handling of Pitch; ſince we cannot ſee the Thief with 
Confent, but we ſhall be numbered with ſuch Tranſ- 


greſſors; nor approve the Adulterer in our Imagina- 5 


tion, without becoming a Partaker with him in his 
evil Deeds; let this Danger not only teach us much 


| Circumſpection, and make us walk warily thro” this 
World, wherein we are beſet with ſo many and great 
Difficulties, that bring the Soul into Jeopardy every 


Hour, 
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with David, 7 me, O GOD, 
of my Heart; and by the Light of the fame Spirit he 
ends out to examine our Thoughts, he wilt cleanſe 


them, and amend our r Lives n to his 1 
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bot Wet it put us likewiſe pen fill more 


1 Work, and diſpoſe us to keep a ſharp Look- 


out into the Deep of our own Nature: For were there 
not ſome cutſed Corruption within us, theſe Sins and 
Wickedneſſes from without could never we and 


quicks faſt, and fatal Hold upon our Souls. OG 


I am feafible that it is an Harth 150 dſigretable 
Work to go about to examine our very Confciences 


by the Rule of 'Gop's Commandments, by the only 
unerring Standard of him by whom the Worlds are 


to be judged ; an irkfomie Office to ſuſpe& our very 
3” Guide, and grow jealous left our Leader ſhould lead 


us into Temptation, and deliver us up to the Evil. 


*Tis hard wreſtling thus with Nature; and not only 


keeping a conftant Watch over our falſe and treache- 


rous Hearts, but keeping, as it were, the Probe al- 


ways in them; and yet, without ſome ſuch-like pain- 
ful Operation, there is no Security from Corruption. 


'*Tis eaſy to ſay, the Heart i is all; but thoſe who ſay 
| it have not always been at the Bottom of it, other- 


wiſe they would not fo ſhrink, when it is thus exa- 


mined before them. Now, by how much the more 
painful, by ſo much the more wanted, is this Inſpec- 


tion; and if we have not Courage to ſor about it our- 


ſelves, let us beg of God to do fo her * — vl 
nd ſearch the Grou 


Word. 


It the Wills 8 Aectese of tel Men are i 
unruly. as that they can be ordered only by God's 
| Governance, what have we to do but to pray that he 
would 


| 
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all grant unte his People that << may be 


the Thing which he commands, and deſire that 
which he promiſes; that ſo, among the manifold 
Temptations of the World, their Hearts may ſurely 
there be fix'd where true Joys are to be found, thro? 


Ixsus CHRIST our Loxn; to whom, with the Fa- 


ther and Holy Spirit, be aſcribed, &c. Amen; 


vor. It, 1 8ER. 


* I 


1 


* 
* 
mY 


2 
—— 


* " 2 3 } £ 7 ; * 3 
| 4 y 0 + % "#7 NOPE; 54.2 KF. $ 4 FW... 


Joann ix. 22. 


Theſe Wirds pats his Aires for flor "of ni * 
for the Jews had agreed already, that” if a Min” 
did confeſs that be was'C HR FST, he Songs” br 


Ras out 85 the Synagogue: 


* 4 here referred to were, which the Pa- 
rents, of a Man miruculouſſy cured of 


NN Blindneſs from his Birth; had uttered. 


out of Dread of the Conſequence; and that in An- 
ſwer to this Queſtion, It this your Son,' uber ye ſay- 
was born, blind, how then-deth he now- ſee Feating 
the Iſſue of: ſuch . Croſs-examiningz\ they deny to 
know any Thing:at all farther of the Matter, than 
that he was their Son, and that he was born blind; 
but by: what Mean: be un ſeth; we” know ner; or 


. who hath opened his Eyes, we know'not'; ht is e Age, 


aſe him? he ſhall ſpeak for himſelf. Then follows 
the Text :—Theſe Words ſpate his Parents, for fear 
of the Jews; for the Jews had agreed envy that 

U 2 | if 


HE Verſe isi piecadiog! this 
Text informs us what theſe Words x 
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[28] | 
if ety Mor did confeſs that he was CHRIST, he 
n Synagogue. ** a 


1 gy very affeRionate T reatment from 
5 Parents to a Child in theſe Circumſtances; but it 

ſeems they were intimidated with the Dread of Power, 
which is ſufficient, in ſome laviſh Tempers, to quench 
every generous Sentiment of the Soul: Nor were 
their Fears ill grounded; the Son falls into the Snare, 
dhe Father, by this evaſive Anſwer, eſcapes ; for be- 
fore they had done with their captious Queſtions, 
and his honeſt and artleſs Replies, we read _ 
they actually did caſt him out. 


Our Saviour's Teaching and Miracles had ſadly 
alarmed their Jealouſy, or the Contempt they pre- 
_ tended to entertain both for his Perſon and Doctrine, 

had it been ſincere, would have relieved them from 
their Fears; at leaſt, from ſo ſtrongly expreſſing it, 
by drawing, on the Occaſion, that two-edged Sword, 
which was their laſt Defence in the utmoſt Extre- 


* Excommunication is a terrible Sentence to a ſo- 
ciĩable Creature; no Protection from Wattonneſs or 
Ill-will; no Benfit from Counſel ;; no Comfort from 
Converſation ; more dreadful thj chin dwelling with 
the wild Beaſts in the howling Wilderneſs, whom 
you need not meet at every Turn ; nor can any one 
ſupport the Thought of it, who have not forſaken 
their All to follow him; and therefore it was a 
ſcandalous Abuſe of their en” e 5 eee it 
en his enen. 8 


Faith 
Wh ů · 8 
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Faith and Hope may be fo reſigned, on the Pro- 


ſpect of an Heavenly Treaſure, the more enduring 


Subſtance, to take even joyfully the Spoiling of 
Earthly Goods: But when unconſcionable, Power _ 


pretends to order, and exerciſe Dominion over the 


Conſcience, and dictate how and what we are to N 
think; over which, by the Way, no Man has the 


Power himſelf, and therefore could never give it in 


Truſt to another; here every honeſt Mind, who 
knows his Soul is his own, finds his 8 Obedi- | 


ence Principle _ to fail him. Fa 


They had agreed it, it ſeems, among ales | 


already, though they could agree in little elſe, that 


if any did confeſs that be were CHRIST, he ſhould 
be put out of the Synagogue ; and this, contrary to 
the Genius of their Law, as N:chodemus had juſt be- 
fore obſerved :—Doth our Law, ſaith he, judge any 
Man before it hear him, and know what he doth.— 

Such Oppreſſion, as Solomon takes Notice, makes 

even a wiſe Man mad. What, legal Authority drive 


- thoſe from the Socicty of the Children of Men, who 8 


confeſs that JEsus is the CHRIST the Son of the 


living Gop ! Here Reaſon throws all Nature into 
Convulſions : But the Goſpel Spirit of Peace mighti- 


ly comes over all, and not only quiets, but actually 5 
diſpoſes the Heart to rejoice at ſuch Treatment; nay, 
to Jeap for Joy, when they thus c/f you. aut, and 


© feparate you from their Company. . 


Now, the Ground of this Rejoicing lands in chis, 


(for, conſidered in itſelf, it is the ſevereſt Puniſhment 
that can be inflicted, and is conſidered as ſuch by 
thoſe that inflict it) That we can never be ſure we 
truſt We" in CHRIST, till we have nothing elle to 


"US. truſt. 
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2 [ 370 ] 
truſt or lean upon, and are thus rejected of the World, 
whoſe Friendſhip is Enmity with GOD. And this 
harſh Work muſt be done for us with ſome Degree 
of Violence. It is what we cannot rightly do of our- 
ſelves. Pretend what we pleaſe of renouncing the 
World, its never effectually executed till it renounce 
us. Nature, of itſelf, can no more caſt out Nature, 
Foun Satan can caſt-out Satan, 


Nevertheleſs, this in nowiſe excuſes thoſe who uſe 
| en Authority for any ſuch End, ſeeing they mean 
Miſchief, and do what they do with an evil and bit- 
ter Intention. And though that Gop, who brings 
Good out of Evil, may make their Malice the Oc- 
caſion of great Good to thoſe on wWwhom it is exer- 
eiſed, (as in the Caſe before us, Ixsus immediately 
meets the Man thus caſt out, and beſtows on him 
the ſpecial Gift of Faith) yet it leaves the ill - will'd 
Actors under the Severity of Gop's Wrath for the 

ſame, as ſhall be ſhewn more at large in the Sequel 
of this Diſcourſe, under . wo ſepar; Ke Heads, 


ſhewibg, - 


* 2 That whoever awakens our natural Fears, in 
_ * order to tranſport us therehy from the Faith or 
Fear of Gop, has Reaſon to fear the Weight 
of (xop's Julgment for:ſo doing. And 


II. Thatif thoſe in Authority, only by Partiality, 
Connivance, or Permiſſion, give Encourage- 
ment to Ungodlineſs of any Kind, or diſcounte- 
nance Piety and Chriſtian Ve,” they abuſe 
their Power which is given them for Edification, 
and not for Deſtruction, .for the. Puniſhment of 
Evil-doers, and for. the reit of them that do 5 
well. 


Fr, 8 


[gr } 


Fir, then, I am to ſhew that whoever awakens 
our natural Fears, in order to tranſport us thereby 8 


from the Faith or Fear of Gop, has Reaſon. to fear 
the n of Son; 8. Judgment * ſo doing. 


r To 


8 * are commanded W ad not to 4 en them who | 


can only kill the Body, and afterwards have no more 
that they can do; but Precept alone will never reach 
ſo far as to deſtroy the innate Force of Paſſion ; and, 
in ſpite of this Order, one Man may ſtill find Means 
to affright and drive another into Sin, by the ſkilful 


Management of his Fears. I ſpeak not now of Racks 
and Tortures, which are at preſent in the Hands only 
of Inquiſitors, and are the Inſtruments of ſuch Cruelty 


as thoſe only can uſe who have abſolute Authority 
to command Obedience to their Will in all Things; 
a Circumſtance we of theſe Nations are happily deli- 
vered from. But there are ſtill left milder Ways of 
working Men into Wickedneſs through their Fears, 

and equally effectual, perhaps, to their Ruin, with 
theſe Acts of Force and Violence, viz. the Fear of 
Shame. Of this the Wiſe Man was well appriſed, 
when he gives out his Advice, —Hccept no Man's 
Perſon againſi thy Soul, nor let the Ræverence of any 
Man cauſe thee to fall; far there is à Shame, ſaith 


be, that bringeth Sin; « beware: of it . it concerns 


a ty, Soul. 
How many, For Wow ach dad all Senſe 


of Faith, Hope, and [I ruſt in Gop, and avoided-the 


4 Company and ——— the poor deſpiſed Ser- 
vants of CHRIST, only for fear of being marked 
and rendered ridiculous in the Eyes of the World; 


afftighted at the fleering Treatment they muſt expect 


fſtom all palice Company, for peering over-much 


righteous e 


” 
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righteous : How many have ſuffered themſelves, for 
fear of this Shame, to be partly rallied, and partly 
ſcoffed out of their eternal Salvation? And *tis mar- 


vellous when it happens otherwiſe. For who can 


patiently bear Shame, if at any Rate it may be avoid- 
ed? When Carisr, in his Humanity, could de- 


ſpiſe the Shame of the Croſs, the worſt Part of its 
_ "Grievance. is got over, and we next hear that he is 
fet oat at the Right Hand of aN | \ 


This i 1s endings the moſt ſucceſsful, as it is mani- 


ſeſtly the moſt univerſal, Engine in all the Magazines 


of Deſtruction, and of ſovereign Uſe to that Deceiver, 
who aims at no leſs than the whole World. 


When Infdelity and Profanenefs, ſinful and world- 
17 Tempers, gain a Head, grow faſhionable, and ap- 


pear not only barefaced, but gaudy and gay in the 
World; when Wickedneſs begins to aſſume Autho- 


rity. and take State upon it; when Men turn Ad- 


vocates for Vice, and dare reaſon on the Side of looſe 


Pleaſures, and the enſnaring Vanities of Liſe; when 
all heavenly Thoughts and pious Suggeſtions, on the 


Side of Gop and Godlineſs, are ſcoffed at and hiſſed 
out of Company, Men generally grow ſoon tired 
with a fruitleſs Oppoſition, and weary of being alone 


in Virtue. However bleſſed that Solitude may be, 


= yet as it makes them the Marks of malicious and 


wanton 3 they cannot, unleſs divinely ſup- 


ported, long ſtand it. Agajnft real Godlineſs the 
keeneſt Arrows, the moſt bitter Words, have been 
ſhot forth in all Ages. 'Though Mankind zre of a 


Mind in little elſe ; yet, when the Cauſe is CHRIS T's, 


1 20 then Gebal and Ammon, and Amalech, the Philiflines, 1 
. with by ewe at Bre; ; the Phariſee and He. 
42 rodian \ 


L 3131 
1 the Few and Roman, all unite as one Man 


againſt him, and men . 
ee as he did. | 


Few care to meet and em the Tide ef dine 
Odium for the Sake of Gop or his CHRIST ; they 
chuſe rather even to conform, and go no greater 
Lengths in Religious Matters than their Neighbours, 
and fo ſecure their Quiet on this Head, from that 
Quarter however: But as there is a deſperate Wo 


pronounced on thoſe who thus ſcare their Brethren | 


from the Fear of Gon, as great Offenders, ſo is there 
a no leſs ſevere Sentence pronounced on thoſe who 
are thus driven. For whoſoever, ſaith CHRIST, ſhall 
be aſhamed of me and my Ward, in this adulterous and 
ſinful Generation, of him ſhall the Son of Man be 
aſhamed when he comes in Glory to judge the World, 
As they have agreed it here, ſo they are to meet 
again hereafter. This may be done likewiſe by 
* --threatning - all thoſe little Diſadvantages we can in- 
flit on thoſe who pretend to more Conſcience and 
\, Sobriety than ourſelves : For Man's Goodneſs does 
not commonly ſtand fo firm, as to need the Employ- 
ment of much Force to ruin it. Our Fears, except 
in ſome happy and bleſſed Tempers, have often a 
very fatal Influence upon our Faith and Manners: 
We cannot eaſily be perſuaded to keep it to its pro- 
po Object, and fear him in whoſe Hands are the 
ſſues of Life and Death; but every flight Diſplea- 
ſure of thoſe who are, Serb, but a little above us, 
ſhall put the Fear of Deſtruction quite out of our 
Thoughts,” and all our Concern ſhall' be employed 
in ſheltering ourſelves from theſe few Drops, which 
this nearer Cloud threatens us withall, tho“, in the 
mean while, we bring . 980 us 1 the diſmal __— 
of the Divine Vengeance; i = 
N 5 
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Nor, whoever, purpoſes-theſe Diſadrantages to the 


Prejudice of: heir Neighbouris Gadlineſs, diſſolves 
the ſtrongeſt Bonds of Chriſtian Charity, and -ſhall 
ſhare in the Guilt of whatſoever Wickedneſs they 
have hurried F TT 
Walon, Fear. e 


This Kind A has 1 too oſten exer- 
.ciled on aur. tender Vears, when we have had but a 
very imperſect Uſe of our Underſtanding and reli- 
gious Obligations. Many have been forced, as it 
were, into Sin, even before they knew what it 
meant, and hurried down the Stream of Ungodlineſs 
by the Corruption of others, whither their on were 
not as yet Ces 7 Nas them. 


In this Caſe the Gullt lies campleatiy c on thoſe 


- who have practiſed this worſt of Tyranny on their 
natural Weakneſs, and prematurely puſhed upon the 
e Action an, laſant, and bachaerd: Ferſormer. 


5 A of Men, faith. the Word of Truth; for 

herein ſtands the moſt dangerous Deceit of the World 
we are taught to pray to be delivered from. For if 
they ſeem to imitate Satan by enticing into Sin, in 


this they almoſt out -do him; þ he being not often ſuf- 


fered, at Jeaſt in his on Perſon, to engage our 
Fears: Our Hopes and our Deſires almoſt bound his 
Attempts : Man therefore, in this Point, is uſually the 
moſt ſucceſsful Tempter; he is the main Inſtrument 
in the Hand of our grand Adverſary, and almoſt 
| ha Hem in this Particular, is able to do more Miſ- 


chief to the Soul than the great General. of Ruin, 


the King of Hell himſelf. 80 truly is Man to 


1 Man the worſt of Foes, ſcarce excluding the infer- 


Th 


nal Powers of the Kingdom of Darkneſs. 
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Thus it is we are affrighted by one another fro 1 
the Appearance of ſome trifling earthly Diſady antage, 


becauſe it is preſent with us, into real and everlaſt- 
ing Deſtruction. We actually drive each other in- 
to "ke bottomleſs Pit, and there muſt expect to pe- 


riſh together, —Hearken to me therefore, faith the 


Prophet, ye that know Righteouſneſs, the People in 


whoſe Heart 1s my Law ; fear ye not the Reproach 

Men, neither be ye fried of their Revilings; for the 
Moth ſhall eat them up like a Garment, and the 
Norm ſhall devour them as Wool; but my Righeouſneſs 


ſhall be for ever, and my Salvation from Generation 
to Generation. ps 


| What now, in this Light, becomes of the Fury 
of the Oppreſſor, or what real Harm happens to 


thoſe whom they agree to exclude their Company, 
and put out of their Synagogue ? But, 


* ” ; 


Secondly, not only by ſuch Acts or Thredmings 
of Violence, but by meer Partiality, Connivance, or 


Permiſſion, whereby Encouragement is given to 
Ungodlineſs, and Diſcountenance to Piety and Chri- 


ſtian Virtue, thoſe in Authority may ſadly abuſe 


their Power which is given them for Edification, and 


not for Deſtruction; for the Puniſhment of E vil. -deers, 


and for the, Praiſe 13 them 12855 4 well. 


' Impunity has been ever found the ſtrongeſt 18 | 
ticement to Villainy, and the Good are always. hurt 
when the Bad are ſpared ; when the Wicked are 


encouraged they ſoon. grow proud upon it; and then 
wo to the Humble and Meek who are the natural 
Object of their Indignation. Even to; ſpeak Good of 
the Covetous is fadly reſented; what muſt it be then 

7 to 
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to hold none i in Admiration, but ſuch Perſons as can 


” give Hope to worldly Advantage? Were we all ho- 


neſt by Nature, there would be no need of Law, or 
Authority to execute it: But ſince Mankind, when 
hungry or angry, are little better than Wolves to 
each other, in Point of Juſtice or Mercy ; they muſt 
be made ſenſible of it by having their cruel Rapine 
ſeverely puniſhed. Otherwiſe, ſo long as a Principle 
of Self-Intereſt governs the World, which it will do 
ſo long as it endures, (nay it would not. be. this 
World without it) there can be ſo ſuch Thing as 
Quiet, Peace, or Security in our Dwellings, and a- 
mong them ; Laws, and Magiſtrates putting them in 
impartial Execution, is the only Defence againſt 
ſome Fog $ bitter Thirſt to do Miſchief, 


Now here, to take off the Fear of Puniſhment, if 

are but well with thoſe in Power, from Tranſ- 
greſſors, and turn the Edge of it towards thoſe that 
are quiet in the Land ; to hold the Reins of Govern- 
ment looſe and flack, with regard to worthleſs Fa- 
vourites, and at the ſame Time exerciſe and urge 
the Severity of it only on the Objects of private 
Spleen, is what compleats the Charatter of a finiſh'd 
Tyrant. Every ſuch Act of Remiſſneſs or miſplaced 


| Severity tends directly; in in its Degree, to the De- 


 AtruQion of all regular Society, Civil as well as Re- 
.- ligious, by nt, Anarchy and Confuſion a- 
15 mongſt Mankind. 5 


Thus the Governor Calle, i in che Adds of the Abo- 
Ales, made himſelf a Party in the Perſecution that fell 
upon the Diſciples, tho* the Text tells us, he cared 


Jer none of thoſe Things ; and ſo Felix, willing to do 
the Jes 2 ene, aftet two Years Impriſonment, 
| aj - 
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for Crimes laid bt. him that they « could not 
n py oo lower Paul bound. | 


r 1*Þ bus likewifs were the Crimes of EW 8 Sen juſt- | 
n ly charged upon him, when all the Rebuke he be- 

0 ſtowed upon them amounted to no more than this: 
Nay, my Sons, deal not ſo wickedly ; tis no good Report 

- that 1 hear, ye make the LORD's People to tranſgreſt. 
Their Father and their Prince ſhould have exerted 
) his Authority more vigorouſly, and then perhaps 
he had done more effectually, ſo as to have ſtayed 
the People at leaſt from an the TR of 
the Lapis | | 


The a Puniſhinens of Evil- oath, of every 

Claſs, is as neceſſary to the Well-being of Mankind, 

as the Praiſe of them that do well ; and if both are 

not ſteadily adminiſtered, the ee of the Jetos, 8 
in the Text, is a perfect Model of the Injuſtice. In . 
Parents, as well as in other immediate Superiors, ö 
this is true in its Proportion: They are intruſted fo 
with the Souls as well as Bodies of all thoſe whom 
Providence has thus committed to their Charge: 

And yet how common a Thing is it to ſee them fo- 

licitous for the Health, Stature, or even Complec- 

tion of one, perhaps, the moſt worthleſs, while others — 
under the ſame Relationſhip, ſhall be diſregarded, © > | 
tho more hopeful and deſerving, both as to their re 
Bodies and Souls, their Life or Manners ? Such 
partial Treatment is the greateſt Cruelty as well as 
the utmoſt Injuſtice, and uſually, even in this World, 
produces the ſaddeſt Effects; in the End, as Solomon 
2 it, biting like « an ne and I 11 Ll | 17 


"Even 
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to hold none in Admiration, but ſuch Perſons as can 
give Hope to worldly Advantage? Were we all ho- 
neſt by Nature, there would be no need of Law, or 
Authority to execute it: But ſince Mankind, when 
hungry or angry, are little better than Wolves to 
each other, in Point of Juſtice or Mercy; they muſt 
be made ſenſible of it by having their cruel Rapine 
ſeverely puniſhed. Otherwiſe, ſo long as a Principle 
of Self-Intereſt governs the World, which it will do 
ſo long as it endures, (nay it would not be this 
World without it) there can be ſo ſuch Thing as 
Quiet, Peace, or Security in our Dwellings, and a- 
mong them; Laws, and Magiſtrates putting them in 


impartial nn is the only Defence againſt 


ſome People's bitter Thirſt to do Miſchief, 


Now here, to take off the F ear of Puniſhment, if 
you are but well with thoſe in Power, from Tranſ- 


greſſors, and turn the Edge of it towards thoſe that 


are quiet in the Land ; to hold the Reins of Govern- 
ment looſe and flack, with regard to worthleſs Fa- 
vourites, and at the ſame Time exerciſe and urge 
the Severity of it only on the Objects of private 
Spleen, is what compleats the Character of a finiſh'd 


Tyrant. Every ſuch Act of Remiſſneſs or miſplaced 


Severity tends directly, in in its Degree, to the De- 
ſtruction of all regular Society, Civil as well as Re- 
. ligious, by e Anarchy and Confuſion a- 
5 mongſt Mankind. : 


Thus the S Galle, i in che 4a 7 the Apo- 
files, made himſelf a Party in the Perſecution that fell 
upon the Diſciples, tho' the Text tells us, he cared 


for none of thoſe T hings ; and ſo Felix, willing to do 
the Jon a Nee, aftet two Years Impriſonment, | 
| fax | 


for 


( 
1 
' 
- 
f 


1 
for Crimes laid againſt him that nts e not 
n ar yob . Paul bound. 


r Thin ewig, were the Criquies of Elis Soi oY 

n ly charged upon him, when all the Rebuke he be- 

0 ſtowed upon them amounted to no more than this: 

t Nay, my Sons, deal not ſo wickedly ; tis no good Report 

e that 1 hear, ye make the LOR D', People to tranſgreſt. 

a Their Father and their Prince ſhould have exerted 

) his Authority: more vigorouſly, and then perhaps 
he had done more effectually, ſo as to have ſtayed 

| the People at leaſt from abborring the os cn of 
the ban. : | 


The 8 Puniſhment of Evit- A of every 
Claſs, is as neceſſary to the Well-being of Mankind, 
as the Praiſe of them that do well; and if both are 
not ſteadily adminiſtered, the Behaviour of uh Jes : | 
in the Text, is a perfect Model of the Injuſtice. „ 
Parents, as well as in other immediate 88 1 
this is true in its Proportion: They are intruſtefl | „ 
with the Souls as well as Bodies of all thoſe whom 
Providence has thus committed to their Charge: 
And yet how common a Thing is it to ſee them ſo- 
licitous for the Health, Stature, or even Complec- 
tion of one, perhaps, the moſt worthleſs, while others 3 
under the ſame Relationſhip, ſhall be diſregarded, 5 . 
tho more hopeful and deſerving, both as to their e 
Bodies and Souls, their Life or Manners? Such 
partial Treatment is the greateſt Cruelty as well as 
the utmoſt Injuſtice, and uſually, even in this World, 
produces the ſaddeſt Effects; in the End, as Solomon _ 
expreſſes it, biting * an n and N each LA 15 
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Even the beſt Vine; if it be only ſuffered to grow 
long unpruned and wild, will degenerate of itſelf; 


but if it be trampled on, and what is wild by Na- 
ture, only cultivated and improved, what Fruit can 
be expected, but ſuch as will, in the End, ſet the 
Teeth on Edge. Thus our Nature is luxuriant in 
that which is evil, and over fertile in poiſonous Pro- 
ductions: God has therefore ſet over us ſuch Huſ- 
bandmen as might root out the Things of a bad 
Kind, and direct rightly the Exuberance of our Diſ- 
poſitions, Neither Gop nor Nature give any Power 
in vain; and therefore all thoſe who negle& or 
abuſe that which is committed to them, though they 

carry it not ſo far as theſe Jetus, to caſt out of the 
Vineyard, thoſe who believe in the Loxp of it; yet, 


in their ſeveral Proportions, ſhall be accountable to 


Go p for all the Miſchiefs that may OO from it. 


I ſhall here cloſe 5 Diſcourſe with 2 Word of 
Exhortation, directed to thoſe who have been in any 
ways Sufferers for Well- doing; the Oppreffors in this 
Kind being moſtly out of the Sphere of Admonition. 


Let them pray for Patience, they have need of it; 
and, without a Thought of returning Evib for Evil, 


commit their Cauſe to Gon, and caſt all their: Care 


5 him who knows: ho and when to deliver the 

Godly, out of Tem ptation. When the World ſfrewus 
its Hate, it ſhews you are not of its Number ho- 
ever ; the World muſt love its otun: When betrayed 


by Friends, Kinſmen, and Acquaintance; yoù are 
treated but as-your Mater; wen caſt out by Men, 
and nerd from their Company, you are ſepatated 
from the 
forſaken even by Father and Mother, you are then' 

fitteſt. to be taken up of the LORD : For, thus de- 
| | | Te” ſtitute, 


+ | 


of their Cortuptions; and when 


„„ 
ſtitute, the Soul flees to Gop right humbl for its 


Succour; and then the Love and Sweetneſs of 
ChxISr is truly taſted; then we perceive how great 


a Work is on the Wheel; and, for the Sake of it, 


preſs to give up ourſelves into the Proceſs of the Re- 
deemer ; deſire to partake of his Sufferings, that we 
may partake of his Nature. Such a Feeling will, 
like Love, caſt out Fear, and then the World may 
bluſter as it liſteth, From Gop comes this Good; 
may he grant, by his Holy Inſpiration, that we may 
thus think, and, by his merciful Guiding, do accord- 
ingly, through the ſame Jesus CHRISH our Lorp ; 
to whom, with the Father and Holy Spirit, be 
aſcribed, &c. Amen. | 
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Hr 10 Fellowſhip with- the unſouirful Warks 7 
| ann 3 but rather 1 Wenne Ao 


9 


tool to 3 ang i Piet, FA ſoon: 
to have very little Influence on the Prac- 
. N tice of thoſe that hear them; . ſo likewiſe 
genere Diſſuaſives from Wickedneſs and Vice, from 
Infidelity and Profaneneſs, are obſerved to be equally 
ineffectual. Who indeed can think himſelf any how 
deeply concerned, to labour hard for the Attainment 
of ſuch Degrees of Goodneſs as are repreſented _ 
the common Duties and Birth-right of all rational 
Creatures; or ſtrive, with all their Might, to abſtain 
and root out thoſe Vices they are taught to think 
Fleſh and Blood is Heir to? And all Mankind, thro- 
natural Infirmity, if not by the Deſignation, yet by 
the Permiſſion, of Providence, are, more or leſs, made 
ſubject to. When this Matter is left thus ſhort, as 
we are eaſy Caſuiſts in our own Concerns, an Abſo- 
lution will ſoon be obtained on the old Topic of be- 
Vor. IT. * ing 
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ing upon a Foot with the reſt of our Nin; 
and then what becomes of CHri1sT and his Croſs; 
of John and his Baptiſm of Repentance ; or, indeed, 
of Moſes and his two Tables? Indeed this dealing in 
Generals, like bodily Exerciſe, profiteth little ; and 
we muſt deſcend into Particulars, which are appli- 
cable to the private and deepeſt Corruption of the 
inner Man, by which the Heart is prick'd and the 
Conſcience awakened, as with the Fear of a Diſco- 
very, before there can be any Hope of ä 
or Amendment of Life. Fo 


Tt is in ſuch a particular Manner that I . to 
treat this uncommon Subject that is now before us: 
Whereby it is manifeſt that I conſult the Benefit of 
my Hearers more than my own Eaſe or Credit; it 
being much leſs difficult, as well as leſs offenſive, to 
declaim on the Excellency of Virtue and the Defor- 
mity of Vice, which any one will give the Hearing, 
than minutely to point out the exact Boundaries of 


ceach, and ſhew wherein the treacherous Heart chuſes 


to miſtake the one for the other; and, by artfully 
blending them together, puzzle the Conſcience, and 


render it unſit to do its Office of Self- condemnation. 


Fhis Courſe to me is not grievous ; but for you it is 
ſafe. That we may become Sharers in the Guilt 
and in the Punifhment 'of other People's wicked Ac- 
tions, and by ſo many Ways have Fellowſhip with 
the unfrultful Works woes oy Darkneſs, is a Thing, by 
many: well-meaning People, ſcarcely ſo much as 
dreatnt of, under the Notion of being exceed — ſin- 
ful; and yet we may fall into it, by Comm 
Counſel, by Example, by Approbation, by An 
ment, by Affrightment, and by Cotinivance. The 
F PR out to us another Method, whereby we 
may 


1 


may hon Fellruſbip with the age Works of 
Darkneſs that is yet ſtill further removed from 
common Obſervation, viz. By not reproving, and 
thereby hindering, Sin 2 far 2s is in our r Power. Sf 
This is what 1 ge —_— or 4s 7 
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1 W to ente and oc Ach Cautions 


as may preſerve us blameleſs from the Guilt of 


- this ſecret and well-nigh hidden Sine! 1 thall 
S n FED | — 

Wi To durch into the Digs 20 get at the 
Ground, of the Malignity that is, throughout 
the * e to the Sars or F cllow- 
Whip.” 


Fuß. 3 1 00 a chat it is ak on 
us to hinder the Works of Darkneſs, by reproving 
them, if we would clean 7 N che Guile of 1 — 5 
| Mano mt WEE Ee" 1 a as. 

St. Paul, in 1 8 Take of 8 be Clitphes, ©Y 
opened this Matter very powerfully to my Hand. Be 
ye Followers F GOD, faith he, as dear Children ; 
Rick cloſe to him, as they are wont to a tender Fa- 
ther; and walk in Love, as CHRIST hath ved us; 
ſuch have Feltowſhip both with the Father and the 
Son. But Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Covetouſneſs, Fil- 
thinefs, fooliſh Talking and Fe/ting, let it not be once 
named amongſt you; Nor let any Man deceive you . 
with vain Words; for becauſe of theſe Things cometh 
the Wrath of G 0 D on the Children of Diſebedience. 
Be not ye therefore Partakers with them; and have no 
. Felhbwfhip with the d ins Warks of Darn; ; but | 
3 reprove them, © 5 


MN. 7.4 ; 
of 


X 2 | The 
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The 8 here binds a Duty upon us, which 
almoſt all Sorts of People neglect, and are at the 

_ ſame. Time apprehenſive of the Guilt of .ſuch:Omif- 
ſions. If our Neighbour's Ox, or his Aſs, we are 
told, fall into a Pit, we are not to paſs by, but help 
War? out, what Inclinations ſoever we might have to the 


contrary ;' and our bleſſed Saviour tells us we ought 
to be much more aſſiſtant to his Perſon; and com- 
mon Senſe, when ſeparated from Malice, would teach 
us the ſame. Say not therefore it is no Concern of 
mine; let People be at Liberty to do as they pleaſe; 
for what is another's Concern is yours alſo, when you 
have it in your Power to help him; and you will 
help him too, if you love your N eighbour as-yourlelf. 
He who will not ſave when he may, is a Companion 
with the Deſtroyer ; and he who does not forbid to 
Ain, when he has a fair Opportunity, is as bad as if he 
had ordered it; they both proceed from the ſame ini- 
quitous Principle within. Whoever ſees his Brother 
ſinking, and refuſes to put forth his Hand to help, is 
as guilty o.0 Uncharitableneſs as if he had thruſt him 
; eder * 1 0 earn Av] + as 
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1 1 here. that it it Was) * e ef 2 
= "Murderer, Am] my Brothers Keeper? We have great 
Reaſon: to think that the Want of this Chriſtian Ad- 
-monition. i 18 one main Cauſe of thoſe many audacious | 
Wickedneſſes we ſes daily committed in the open 
| Face of the World. People do not ſhew any Kind 
of Diflike or Diſcountenance to baſe and vicious 
ene provided they eſeape being hurt imniedi- 
ately by them: They bend their IIl- will rather againſt 
s hats that go too great Lengths for them in Godli- 
'nels. Reproof, and Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, 
DD "2 doubtleſs, the nobleſt ach of Charity, inaſ- 
, = much 
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| much 1as it aims at the Salvation of the Soul, and 


tends to preſerve the beſt, the immortal Part of our 


Neighbour. If he conſent unto thee, ſaith our Lok ß, 


thou baft: gained thy Brother; but, if not, thow haſt 
diſcharged thy Duty, and made to thyſelf a true Gain 
in Godlineſs; nothing of this Kind falls to the 


Ground; if it be not received it ſhall, like Peace 


ſpoken, return with ſeven- fold Uſury into thine own 
Boſom. He who reclaims, by any Means, a Sinner 


from the Error of his Way, ſhall /ave a Sou rom. 


; Death, 8 5 ae a Muhitude of Sin. 


we all confeſs it a ha Work, hich we ſee one 


poor, naked, and deftitute to relieve him; and is it 


not equally ſo, think we, to help his e Wants, 
and to rectify the Diſorders of the Soul? The Effects 
of the one Kind of Aſſiſtance will quickly periſh, ex- 


cept the Reward of it; that Body which gur Charity : 


clothes or cures will die, however, a little after, and 


the pious AQ perhaps will be forgotten; but that Gd 


which you do to his Soul, - ſhall continue as lang as 
the Soul itſelf: The Man is become a Child of Gop, 
who was before the Son. of Perdition; this he had 


from your ſeaſonable Reproof, and this Benefit no 


Tract of Time ſhall ever wear away. And what a 
Multitude of Sins and Follies might a ſincere and diſ- 
intereſted Admonition hinder, were it but honeſtly and 
univerſally practiſed? How many poor Souls periſn 


for want of a Check only in their Career of Folly, 
which they would have taken kindly too from the 


a friendly Hand that gave it. In this P articular we 


may all, in our Turns, become Miniſters to each 
other for Good ; and he that is taught in the Word, 


bleſſed Deed. 


icate with him that teacheth in this 


X 3 „„ But, 


* 


2 . 6 5 


EE: *. 7 7 ; 
But, above all Things, we muſt take Heed that; in 
© the Diſcharge of this delicate Office, no private 


our pretended Act of Charity: A little of that Lea- 
ven will leaven the whole Lump; and IRE 1 is 
en . by the er concerned i in it. | 


; And Pg ker; Led not our Life i My 


Language; if it does, we have Reaſon to expect that 


our Reproof ſhall be lighted, as not ſhewing, by our 
Behaviour, that we can follow our own Advice, 
Our Mother Fongue has furniſhed the Wicked with 
Plenty of biting Proverbs ſuitable to the Occaſion, 
which, like ready-fitted Ammunition, ſhall be + 


ne back ve 15 ſuch e 


f 85 the Guilt we > chance by not hindiricig Sin | 
in our Neighbour, when Occaſion ſerves,” appears 
from hence that it deſtroys at once the two main 
Branches of our Chriſtian Duty, viz. that Charity 
we owe to our Brother, whoſe Soul we ſec- thus 
tamely periſh, and the Zeal we ſhould have for the 
Honour of Gop, which ſuffers in every Tranſgreffion 
of Man. Our Gop and Neighbour therefore 
require this at our Hand ; foe conſequently, if we 
fulfil not this Labour of Love, we ourſelves ſhall be 
polluted, and accountable likewiſe for the Pollution 
of others. I ſhall finiſh this Head with that com- 
| fortable Promiſe in the Prophet Daniel: They that be 
wiſe ſhall ſhine as the Sun in the Firmament, and they 
that turn many 10 N as 7 2 A ever 


— 


Let us now, as was p 


In the ſecond Place, 0 as 1 as we can to 
get at the true Ground of the Malignity attributed 
throughout the Scripture to theſe Kind of Offences, 
ſcarce known to be ſuch amongſt the Children of 
Men, that we may ſee why we are to have no Fellow» 
ſhip with the unfruitful Works of A. 


. Toa diſcerning Eye it really Jemanſimates us to 
be more deſperately and fundamentally wicked, than 
any other Way of ſinning, as appears plain to thoſe 
that know the real Difference between Good and 
Evil; and which, by the Way, we can never truly 
a diſcriminate but by the Light of Grace: For, into 
our own We Sins we are uſually hurried by 
our Paſſions : Eager Deſires and fierce Appetites 
blind the Soul, and drive it, thus hoodwink d, be- 
fore it is aware, into the darkſome Chamber of Sin 
and Death. For ſuch is our Make, that whenever 
we purſue any End with great Earneſtneſs, in propor- 


tion our Judgments drop us, and every Scruple con- 


cerning the Lawfulneſs of the Means neceſſary to gain 
our Ends, vaniſhes from before our Eyes. This Ef- 
fect has every Paſſion upon us, when enflamed to 


any great Degree; whether it be Love or Hate, Co- 


vetouſneſs or Ambition; they all act alike upon the 
Mind, and do the ſame Thing, tho' by different 
| Ways; they all agree in this, to make us unappre- 


5 henſive of any Thing but chemſelves, and their re- 


ſpectiye Objects. This is the Foundation upon 
wWbich the Great and Powerful of the Earth are built. 
This is the Principle that RON 5 Your my e and 
Im. $1454} alnalt 2: 2 


N T4 Jas 1 
Thus are we run a- ay with by head-ftrong Ap- 
petite and fierce Deſire, without having our Con- 


| ſcience, or ſo much as our Underſtanding, awaken'd 


to attend any Conſequences but the Hope of Succeſs. 


Thus Paſſion leads the Will, and the carnal Mind 
gets the Maſtery over the divine and heavenly Part 


of the Soul. This is the moving Spring of our Ac- 


tions, and the Reaſon why they are ſo often wrong: 


But in other Men's Proceedings nothing of this Kind | 


is to be found or pleaded. Here we are naturally 
diſintereſted, and, if in any Thing, here we are free; 
and therefore the Wrongfulneſs we allow in them 
muſt be entirely wilful, and proves a ſettled Diſpoſi- 


tion in Favour of the Evil. For our own Faults we 


may pretend Cuſtom, or the Strength of Temptation, 
or the Force of Appetite, or whatever elſe Men have 
Invented to cloak, in ſome Meaſure, their Wicked- 


neſs withall; but when we meet, with Love and 


Good - liking, theſe Errors in another, what like this 
have we to pretend? Here we ſatisfy no Appetite, 
nor fulfil any Deſire, except it be that unnatural one 
of ſeeing our Brother as bad as ourſelves. This is 
the Fault meerly of a naughty Will ; and the more 
free from the Corruption of the Body Sin is, the more 


abominable in the Sight of age God of the Spirits of 


- all Fleſh. ' The Hanger-on to Vice, who, though 


"Hor in  Poſſeflion of the dern Bre, yet Rtanding 


+ 
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N is truly an intellectual Sinner, and ſhews = 
very Soul and Spirit to be corrupt, from whence all 


other Diſorders ean only be corrected. When our 


Mind is diſtemper'd by Paſſion; when ill Humours 


ferment, and our Faculties are diſabled from exerci- 
ſing their Powers; theſe Circumſtances infer Mit- 

takes i in Conduct, and _ hard for Pardon: But if, 
N with 


« * 8 
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448 undiſturbed: Underſtandings, we can Fees 
rately lean to the worſer Side, no Excuſe is then to 
be borrowed from Infirmity : We are no longer 
weak in Good, but ſtrong in Evil, and therefore are 
not to expect the Reward of Weakneſs, but of Ma- 
lice. Infirmity here ſo far exceeds her Bounds, and 

runs to ſuch an Height, as no Miſtake can bro be 
| pleaded | in its Excuſe. _ 


Wen People Ae peter to tir ir Shame, 4 
wiſh others the Children of Diſobedience like them- 
ſelves; or when their Intereſt requires Aſſociates in, 
Guilt, this becomes a ſerious Confederacy in Wiek 
edneſs, and is making a Party to Injuſtice. This is 
ſo odious that none will own it: Moſt will confeſs 
themſelves Sinners, but few care to be thought Ad- 
mirers of it. It is indeed abominable in every View 

it can be placed. That every Man ſhould periſh 
for himſelf, ſince he chuſes the Wages of Sin before 
the Giſt of Gop, is juſt; but to expect another 
ſhould ſtake his Soul for our Fancy, argues a Tem- 
per of — hatefully en and . er IT. | 
But this i is not aps As Caſe what Men enter 
into ſinful Fellowſhips ; there may be no Advantage 
Propoſed, and yet we may be engaged in no better 
Company. Such ſociable Creatures are we, as to be 
unwilling to be alone in Sin as well as Virtue; 
which proves a Mind moſt ſadly depraved: For 
meer human Frailty is both modeſt and charitable 
upon Compariſon, and wiſhes others to be ſtrong 
and vigorous in Goodneſs, though itſelf be frail and 
n mind ]?ĩ xdLy“ cr 


he rejoicing to have others as corrupt as our- 
ſelves is a ſure Sign that the Diſtemper runs up to 
that 


5 
chat Sort of Madneſs that ſnaps and catches at every 


Thing in its Way; ; and ſeems not unlike the Lepro- 
ſy which ſpreads, and is not only the moſt incurable, 


but is-2 Plague that ry the en e, 


But again: A hat, | | 
This Fellowſhip in Sin takes off the wo of it, 


and thereby deprives us of the ſtrongeſt Motive to 


Repentance and Amendment. We are not ſo ſen- 


| fible of what is done for us by an Aſfociate, as what : 


we are alone engaged in. It is probable David had 
not needed a Monitor to tell him of bis Guilt, if 


* Uriah's Blood had been ſhed. by his own Hand; but 


when he drew Jaab in to ſubſtitute the Enemy to do 


the Fact, he conſidered not how criminal he was. 
The Sword of the Children of Ammon ſeem'd ftain'd, 
but the King of Hraels free. We love to put our 


evil Deeds out of our Thoughts, and none are ſo eaſily 


caſt behind our Backs, as thoſe to which we have 
not been bodily: preſent. If we can but diſcharge 
our Memory of what haunts us there, few Penitents 
are fo ſincere as to let any „ eue into 
the Sum of their Mee ä 


"When the Traitor Sian com ind to thoſe that 


hired him, that he had betrayed innocent Blood, 


when he ſaw his Guilt better i the ill Conſequences 
of it, when Satan had not ſo much the Aſcendant 


of his Mind, their Anſwer was, M bat is that to us ? 
| See thou to that, as if Themſelves were not guilty 


_ when he was; or as if they could buy innocent Blood 


when he could not ſell it without a Crime. So Pilate 
too, who, againſt his Conſcience, condemned him, 
3s for ſhifting it off upon the People, becauſe they 
ae to have it Fs” Prefs — are — Men, as not 


0 ; 


| 


and 


to 3 any Fault to be theirs, Wet 4 a 
own Hands have committed it; not conſidering that 
his is the Crime for whoſe Intereſt, and by whoſe 
Inſtigation, it was done. But we are all for waſhing 

our Hands and wiping our Mouths, and then confi- 
detitly aſſerting, Thou canſt not ſay it was me. This 
then is one great Danger of Sins committed in Fel-. 
lowſhip, That we are n of f the 
ain of ſuch een Offences, * 


.-Oxtpanlaiie firikes not the ns VERS HIER 
as Treaſon ; and there are many who would venture 
to commited or perſuade to a Crime, that would 
tremble at the Thought of executing it. The Fault 
here is not preſented to the Mind with all its aggra- 
vating Circumſtances; and therefore the bare Specu- 
lation of it in part, makes not ſo many nor foreible 
Impreſſions. To ſee, and hear, and touch, would act 
much more lively upon the Imagination; for Man- 
kind live more by Senſe than by Reaſon, pretend 
they what they will to the cor rary. The Mind is 
ever preſent to the Body, and feels its Influence, but 
frequently abſent from itſelf, 'or at leaſt negligent 
or forgetful of its own Concluſions. Thus our De- 
ſtruction comes upon us, and we ſcarce” know from 1 
whence it ariſes; never conſidering that all Sin i- 
conceived in the Will, and if that ſtands bent to- 
wards Evil, *tis not ſo much the Hands that execute 
the Work, as the Will that employs . * 1 
i in Ga eee, e 


But "ow goto and heinous ſoever this Fellow. | = 
ſhip in Sin may be, yet it is to be fear'd it is the moſt | 

frequent Sin of our Lives. We commit it, and think 
nat of it; but paſs it by as an indifferent Action at 
worlt: 


„ ME 1 | 
3 particularly i in that Inſtance of not hindering, 


by. Reproof, when we might, which ſometimes puts 
on the Habit of Caution, Cur ego Amicum offendam 
mate What Need is there of grating a Man's Ears 


with a harſh and uneaſy Truth, with an Admonition 
that may be offenſive? Tin Paul be inftant in Seaſon, 


and qut;of Seaſon, human Prudence teaches. a wiſer 


* 1 fon : ſhews us a more excellent Way. This i 18 


What —— People will have to ſay; and, upon the 
Strength of it, diſcharge the Obligation, and ſcarce 


account it ow beer, nn * * — * 
ee | 

Que Saviour ph his F aliens: to /bs per- 
/ ſect after the Manner, though not after the ſame 
Meaſure, that our Father which is in Heaven is per- 
fect; and he is of purer Eyes than to behold Iniqui- 
ty with Complacency., Let us then, as far as we 


7 may, go and do likewiſe. Let us learn to hate Sin 


in all its Branches, in all its Shapes, whether within 


or without us; and abhor an ill Action, whether we 


ſee it in ourſelves or our Neighbour, and reprove it 
boldly in both; ſo ſhall no Uncleanneſs cleave unto 


us; 25 ſhall we fave ourſelves harmleſs from the Pol- 


lutions of a wicked World, and keep undefiled amidſt 
all the Baſeneſs and wonderfully complicated Cor- 


ruptions of it; ſo ſhall we ſave our Souls alive, and 
not be charged with having Fellowſhip in the Guilt 


oft thoſe that periſh: And no otherwiſe can it poſſibly 
be avoided. But as we can do nothing in this our- 


ſelves, let as not waſte our Time and Labour in vain 
and. fruitleſs. Attempts after a Righteouſneſs which is 
our own; but ſeek for the Righteouſneſs: of God in 
CHRIST. Here the true Genius and Mark of Di- 


. Jeny Len . and Chriſtianity ſtands: 
n The 


T 8 RR wks. AH a =. — 3 


| L 333 ] 
The one bids us acquire Habits of Virtue, the other 
teaches us to lean only on the Hope of divine Grace 
to further our Endeavours, and order our, otherwiſe 
| unruly, Wills and Affections, and thoſe who do ſo he 
will not leave comfortleſs ; but will firſt pardon and 
ſanctify, and then at length exalt unto the ſame Place 
whither he, who was ſeparate from Singers, is gone 
before; even our Loxp and Saviour Jzsvs CHRIS; 
to whom, with the Father and Holy Spirit, be 
aſcribed, Sc. Amen. | 
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e508 ſtd, Let 4 7 e nd) Fn ye her ? She 
aw wrought @ goed Work on me. 


HAT we may have perfect Knowledge 
of the Doctrines that flow from this Paſ- 
ſage of Holy Scripture, it will be neceſ- 
ſary to take an exact View of every Cir- 
- cumftance that belongs to the whole 
Tranfa8tion : And its being made ſo capital a Point 
by CHRIST, as to be told with the preaching of the 
Goſpel throughout the World, gives us Encourage- 
ment to hope that we ſhall not be diſappointed it dur 
3 iy unrewarded for our Pains.” "OY op” 


This e for Waſte and Niue 75 A very ö 
valuable Commodity, St. Mark tells us, a few Verſes 
before, was brought by ſome againſt a certain Wo- 
man. St. Fohn tells us plainly who they were, by 
Name, that concern'd: themſelves in the whole Af- 
fair "100 * ſtarted the was Judas Iſca- 


riot, 
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riot, and the Woman impleaded for the Crime Was 


no other than Mary Magdalene; once à grievous 
Sinner upon * now a h . in Heaven. 


5 1 Hake ths a certain i Parley: in his: Perſon” "7h 
Character, obſerved by one of the Fathers, and pro- 


per here to be mentioned, as it gives a favourable 
Turn to her future Conduct, viz. That ſhe. was the 


only one that ſued and fought to CHRIST for Relief 


ſimply as a Sinner; whereby ſhe ſtands diſtinguiſhed 
from all the reſt of his Supplicants; no Mention be- 
ing made, as in every other Caſe; of her having any 
bodily Grief or Complaint, but of Sin only, the 
reigning Malady of the Soul. And having, through 
free Grace, obtained Deliverance from the Guilt and 
Power of it, as a Bird juſt eſcaped out of the Snare of 
the Fowler, her freſh-converted Heart never knew 
how to do. enough to expreſs Gratitude to her Deli- 
verer. According to the much-forgiven, her much 
Love bore its Proportion: She therefore having by 
her a precious Conſection of Nard, the Chief of al 
Ointments; and that not made of the Leaf, which is 
a ſecond Sort, but of the choiceſt Part, the Spike or 


Flower, in all Points moſt coſtly, ſhe brought it 


forth, and beſtowed it on her Redeemer, in Acknow- 
ledgment of his Oil of Gladneſs, and comfortable Sa- 
vour of Divine Grace, poured forth by him upon 
her once · loſt and periſhing Soul. - And this ſhe did 
with all poſſible Marks of F reedom and open Gene- 


roſity, making no Reſerve of a Drop: So, without a 


Thought of keeping back a Part, that ſhe not only 
pours Gut the whole Pound, but, to expreſs his hearty 
Welcome to her All, breaks the very Box that con- 
tained it. As this was well done, ſo, of Conſequence, 


have 


* 337 1 8 
| have been is al then preſent, were it not for Judas; 
who, reliſhing better the delightful Odour of Gain, 


than any ſweet Scent of this Sort, repined at it: And 1 


this he did ſo cunningly, ſo covered over with plau- 
ſible Words, (as that it was a needleſs Expence and 
Waſte, and that it might have been beſtow'd much 
better to the Relief of the Poor) that his well colour d 
Motion drew in ſome of the weak Standers-by, who 
thought all well meant that was but well ſpoken, to 
Join unwittingly his covetous Views in a Diflike of 
the Action. As this glanced upon CHRIST the Re- 
ceiver, he immediately takes up the Matter, earneſtly 
pleads her Caufe, and not only excuſes it as no Waſte, 
but alſo highly commends it as a good Work wrought 
upon him. And farther adds, That what then only 
fill'd the Houſe with Odour, ſhould fill the wide World 
with its Report. As far as the Goſpel ſhould be 
preached, ſo far this Act ſhould be known, ahd come 
abroad ; and that as well for her n as for"our 


| Iiitaion. ore 


In my farther b this sales, 1 ere : 
obſerve the following Order: 1 5 


; 7 To conſider th Plain liv Branches, pint 
the Action. we 


"i Our Saviour's contrary Opinion and Reverſe 
© of Judgment,” And, 2 5 0 . 


; 10. To draw, both from ak one ER other, 
dach uſeful Obſervations as miay/benefit in the 
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1 1 
Hof. then, I am to conſider the Force of the Ob- 
jection, and the Characters of the ( Objectors, againſt 


"a che Action here recorded. 


The Plalmif tells us that the Tongue is the very 
beſt Member that we have; and St. James, that it 
is the very worſt, and that it ſpoils all the reſt. This 
is no Contradiction, for it is both one and the other 
in a moſt eminent Degree; whereof this Speech here 


of Judas is a pregnant Example; which was r- 
fectly good in Subſtance, but exceeding bad in | 


cumſtance, as. being neither well meant nor wich 5 


nently applied. It is highly to be commended, bot 
as it condemns the Abuſe of valuable Things, and 
alſo as it points at the proper and pious Uſe of them. 
Why this Waſte ? It might have been ſold, and gi- 
ven to the Poor. Let us view it in both theſe Lights. 
Now, Religion and Reaſon j join in teaching us to re- 
gard the Uſe of the Creature ; nor do either of them 
allow Waſte in any Thing. The very Goodneſs of 
outward Things is in their Uſe, and they are no 
longer good than they are well applied. And this 
Mlijſapplication is not only when they are made to ad- 
miniſter to wicked Ends, but alſo when they are idly 
miſ-ſpent and laviſhed, and ſo loſt to the Benefit they 
were form'd to procure. This Leſſon. theſe Objec- 
tors might have learned from. Cars their Maſter, 
who, in the gathering-up of the broken Meat, gave 
Charge that nothing even of that Kind ſhould be loſt: 
So that Religion is as much an Enemy to Riot and 
-Waſte as human Prudence. Good Huſbandry is as 
good in Divinity as in Policy; it being the Will of 
that Gop, in whoſe Hands are all the Corners of the 


_ Earth, as well As * that we ſhould get our 


5 1 


twi 


earthly Goods: juſtly, and enjoy them eempeiately; WINES 
And the Reaſon goes along with the Rule; for / 
what's waſted in needleſs Expences will be wanting 
in neceſſary Charges; and thoſe that laviſh in Riot 85 
will fall ſhort, when Well-doing makes a Demand © 
upon their Treaſury: So that to condemn Waſte in 
any Degree, was Juſt by the Meaſure of every Stan- 
dard; but what is adjudged; here, is a Waſte of an 
enormous Size, three hundred Pence; which was the 
real Value of a Pound of this precious Ointment ; 8 
and this too out of the Poor's Box, for it might have 
been ſold and ſo beſtowed. This is the Voice of a2 
liberal Mind, well inſtructed by the choice Principle 
of Charity: To ſuch a Motion no one, that has the 
Bowels of a Man, can take Exception: And indeed, 
if we conſider ſimply the Motion only, it is both fru 
gal and charitable, and carries with it the Air of a 
well- directed Zeal. When we thus look upon the 
firſt Face of the Matter, the Sobriety, Bounty, and = 
Good - will of the Speech; we muſt acknowledge that 2 
à 4 wiſe and good Man, in ſo few Words, could not "nf 
haue contrived a more pithy one, or directed to bet- 
ter Purpoſe. Let us then now conſider a little the 
Character and Mind of the Speaker, and we ſhall 
| ſoon find Reaſon to lower our Sails. It is very natu- 
ral and very material to make this Inquiry; for the 
Diſpoſition of the Speaker, in the Judgment of the 
Diſcerning, carries more Weight with it than the 
Body of the Speech. Had we not been told other= 
wiſe, we ſhould be led to think this came rather from 
the Mouth of Simon the Zealous, than of Judas the 
Traitor; but St. Jebn aſſures us that He was the firſt 
that ſtood. up and took this Exception; and, by his 
Perſuaſion, ſome other: of the D. * in the 
1 Murmur. EN 8 


3 T Cunier | 
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© ** Cinaror himſelf tells us that this Man was the 
very Son of Perdition; and that he ſhould be the firſt 
' that ſhould cry out againſt Waſte, ſeems fomewhat 
much. But when we are let into the remaining Part 
of his Character, that he was a Thief in Truſt with 
the Bag, and that he bare what was put therein for 
the public Benefit and Uſe of the whole Company, 
our Wonder at this pious Outcry begins to ceaſe ; 
And yet, ſuch is the Force of Plauſibility, ſome other 
and better-difpoſed Diſciples are drawn in to join 
him, both againſt Mary and their Mafter, and that 
| ſimply deceived by the outwardly-good Semblance 
of the Words, without attending to the evil Deſign 
and greedy Temper of him that uttered them. This 
| plainly appears by the Iſſue; for, upon better Infor- 
mation from their Lok, the other Diſciples were 
all well ſatisſied: But Judas grows enraged, and, 
from a diſappointed Scheme of Covetouſneſs, in Bit- 
terneſs of Revenge reſolves to make his Hopes, from 
the Sale of the Ointment, good, by betraying and 
ſelling his Mafter. Here Satan entered into "him 
with Power: For, in the very Heat of this Indigna- 
tion, away he goes to the Chief Prieſts, and a Joyful 
Meeting they had; they were as glad as he, and the 


covenanted Money was 12 1 ard: 1 605 per gk 
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Bo mch, Gen, e de Objettion to 
the Action under Debate; together with the Nature 
| and Turn of the Obje&or, e dr IOE avs 
—_ ROT 1 gegn _— as 1 5 . 


I ede To Examine a little the other Side of the 
T Queſtion, and ſee' our Saviour's contrary Opinion, 
and By . of J ndgmegt given in this r 
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it Kands in the Text, Les her alone; Fes trouble * 3 
ber? She Bar wrought @ good Wark „ 


| tt is a 3 Remark of one of the Abtiehng 
That the Diſciples of CHRIST never ran into any 

Error whilſt he was with them, but it turn'd'to the 
Benefit of all ſucceeding Chriſtians. Thus, for the 
more Confirmation of the Faith, Thomas was ſuf- 
fered to be doubtful: And fo here we ſhould have | 
been of Fudas's Mind, (and that which carried away 
the Diſciples to join him would have led us wrong) 
had not his Over-ſecurity of the moral ReQitude of 
his Judgment given him the Confidence to attack his 
Maſter, This gave the Occaſion for Cyr1sT to ex- 
plain to him, and ſo to over-rule his pious Preten- 
ſions, as to ſtop, at the ſame Time, the Mouths of 
thoſe who hereafter ſhall take the Vizard of Religion 
and the Cloak of Covetouſneſs, to cover up an IIl- will 
towards ChRIS T and thoſe who are willing to give 
3 ee e | 
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Now, 8 our Ton might here kite well '"" 
jetted to the wicked Heart of his Opponent, and 
ſhewn that his diſhoneſt and hateful Temper diſqua- 
lied him to judge in a Matter of Bounty and Love, 
yet he waves all this, and anſwers to every Part of 
the Objection as if it had been ſincerely and honeſtly 
advanced: For once let it be ſuffered, and trouble 
her not, „e hath wrought 4 good Work on me, upon 
whom nothing. that is beſtowed with Heart and 
| Good-will can be ſaid to be loſt or waſted. The 
Poor ye have always with you, and when ye will ye 


may do them Good; but. me ye have not always. The 


r 15 Ne of this Apology, all Circum- 
; | 2 4 


3 | ſtances 
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ä 3. conſidered, is quite aſtoniſhing ! Do but let | 
her alone; if you contribute nothing to the Expence, 
and are not ſo much as aſk'd, you may well let her 

| indulge her particular Fancy, in "MINE? what | is of 

= her own Ability her own Way. 


(7 0 >. 
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But now. left we ſhould TATE 101 think fuch 
Behaviour only fic to be wink 'd at, and, in Conde- 
ſcention to a tender Weakneſs, quietly. paſs'd over, 
he advances a Step higher, and pronounces the Work 
Itſelf to be good ; not only ſufferable, but commend- 
able. And, in Truth, if the whole World, with all 
the Bodies and Souls of its Inhabitants, had been, in 


5 3 like Manner, form'd into a Confection, and offer'd up 
* a ſweet-ſmelling Savour, to anoint the Body of 


Ixsus the Son of Gon, it had been a better Work 
for us than the fix Days Labour that originally pro- 


duced it. And unleſs it be in ſome Sort actually 
made a well- pleaſing Sacrifice to Gop, thro' his Me- 


Tits, Mediation, and Interceffion, better would it have 
been for it never to have been created; for bare Cre- 


ation, without Redemption, is as imperſect a Work, 
| 85 . to ee e * . without Net- 
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5 wehte his Objection i in the 
Dare of Mary 's former Vanity, when ſhe waſted thus 
much, and more, in Riot and Wantonneſs, he had 
done ſomething; but now it was not upon herſelf, but 
upon her Saviour's Head, the Expence was beſtowed; 

By was out of SIE in the n of his Rules 


i EE teaches us here 2 better and deeper Leſſon 


5 in * if we have but the Grace to hear and to 
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learn Truth from him. Nothing better beſtowed 


than what he kindly accepts; no Treaſure ſo well 


laid up, as what we commit to his bleſſed Truſt: 
And this, one Day, we ſhall find to be true; when 
that only which is given up for his Sake will not be 
loſt; and when every Thing, otherwiſe diſpoſed, ſnall 
be but little better, as having no Fruit to our Satiſ- 
faction ſpringing from it. This is truly the End of 
all our Expences that point not at making ourſelves 
ſach Friends as will, when we and all we poſſeſs ſhall 
fail, receive us into gre, Habitations. a 


All that "A otherwiſe ſown to the Fleſh i is „eh 
loſt in Corruption, the common Grave of all outward 
Nature: That which is expended on the Belly finds 
a a ready Way to be loſt in the Draught; and itſelf 
8 ſoon to be deſtroyed with its Meats; GOD 
Hall deftroy both it and them, That which is be- 
ſtowed on the Back fares little better; be your Attire 
as rich and durable as Hands can form, yet its ſure 


End is Rags and Rottenneſs : Your very Buildings, 


how ſtrong, or ſumptuous, or caftle-like ſoever erect- 
ed, muſt, by-and- by, lie in Ruins for a while, and 
then be loſt in Rubbiſh: And that which you care- 


fully tranſmit, and deliver down to your Heirs, wil! 


E a ind its End | in a are oo, and Ex- 


ceſs. | | | 
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But that which is given up, or loſt; for en 


- mal never vaniſh nor decay; being ſafely kept in his 


Treaſure-Houſe, from Thief, or Moth, or Ruſt, or 
Time. Tho' it be Houſe or Land, Friends or Rela- 
tions; nay, though it be our yery Life; whoſoever 


loſeth « even that for CtrIST” 's ike, £ ſhall at length 
: find 


- 


* 
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find it, together with all the Riches of karin, 


_ opened 1 in its Heavenly Nature. N 


Such Offerings ts Gov. as theſe, ate 2 Works 
indeed; and ſich as will be aſſuredly rewarded with 


bleſſed | Memory on Earth, and with a Crown. of 
Glory in the better World to come. ae Ls enter, 


with a * of F 


Don my third Heal for indeed this laſt has 8 
rather too weighty, too divine, for my Handling. 


Here I am to draw, from what has been ſaid on all 
Sides, ſuch Obſervations as may. moſt Mah _ 


xxieives in. the Application. . e 


And, in the firſt Place, from Fudar himſelf we 


may gain this Piece of Knowledge, That an exceed- 


ing good Speech may drop from a very foul Mouth. 
The Voice here is * Th one): the Bale | 
de Khans. 3 


It was the Loxp' s Will al 7048 Kats . 
and good Leſſons of CEconomy may be learned from 


him. Thus is Wiſdom in ſome Sort juſtified, riot 


only of her own Children, but out # the Mouth 
of the Wicked and Abominable; that every way, 
| whether in Pretence or Sincerity, Evil may be con- 


demned, and Good receive its Praiſe. By the Diſ- 


ciples being drawn in, by his ſpecious Repreſentations, | 


we are farther advertiſed not to be deceived with. the 


Simple, by fair Speeches and feigned * leſt wo 


be hereby made Merchandize of, 


Care for the Poco % 2 Vleſſed . hs 2011 
for this good Work is ever 8 55 to a na when 


8 


1 


1 


it it butns ſtrongeſt in thoſs who bear the Bag, and who 
have the Truſt of what is put therein committed to 
their Charge. A Thought for the Poor, if it ſpring. 
up kindly from a charitable and compaſſionate. Di- 
poſition; beſpeaketh a truly Chriſtian Temper of 
Mind; but what of this Sort iſſues from a ſiniſter and 
greedy Deſire of private Gain, argues Hypocriſy of 
the baſeſt Kind; and this was plainly ſo in the Caſe 
before us. As this is one of the favourite Myſteries 
of Iniquity, to ſtop a little and unveil it may be of 
Uſe; at leaſt ſo far to underſtand it, as to ſet us 
above being deceived thereby: For, as bad as it is, 
tis yet but too common amongſt Men; the real In- 
tention and the outward Colouring abs ſeldom 
much nn to each other. 6 


Envy, ( hy miri 15 Lone Ko "him N every © one 
ſees this was the true Reaſon why IJxsus was to be 
put out of the Way; the pretended one was, Je the, 
Romans hola come and take an our Place 
and Nation. 1 ; 


Herod profeſſed that bs 8 to be 88 of 
the Place of his Nativity, that he might come and 
worſhip him; the true Ground of his Inquiry was, 
that he*might ſend and murder him. And ſo here; 
Proviſion ſor the Poor was the Pretence; not that hs | 
cared for the Poor, but becauſe he was a Thief, and 
had the Bag; and the larger his Truſt, the greater 
the Latitude to exerciſe his Talent: Let us then be- 
ware that we neither follow his Example, nor be im- 
poſed upon by his ſhewy Pretenſions. This unhappy 
Conjunction of Mary's good Work, and Fudas's evil 
Judgment of it, opens to us another obvious Refſſec- 


tion,. — That the beſt of 9 often meet with the 
worſt 


a 
Ee Bf 


I 346 


worſt Conſtruction. Tho' this Act was well done 5 


in the Judgment of CnRISr, yet it was complained 


of by the Standers-by : So that, be a Thing ever fo 
laudably executed, there are never wanting ſome to 
miſrepreſent the Action and moleſt the Doer: Some 


Judas ever at hand to caſt in his dead Fly, and mar 


the Box of Ointment. ' No Creature upon Earth 
ever had more bitter Experience of ſuch Treatment, 


than this poor Penitent before us: Three ſeveral of 
her Acts ſtand commended on the Records of Gop; 
and each of them, upon the ſame Leſtimony, met 
with Reproach from Man. When, in Bitterneſs of 
Soul, ſhe poured out her Complaint in a Flood of 
Tears, Simon the Phariſee did all he could to diſ- 
grace her, under the very Agony of Penitence. She 
is a Sinner; and if this Man were a Prophet he might 
have diſcovered as much, and not ſuffered her to 


Comfort by the Word of Grace, ſhe ſat attentive at 


CnrisT's Feet, then Martha her Siſter comes upon 


touch him. When, in hungry Deſire to receive 


her with Complaint, for Neglect of Houſwifry ; Bid 


her that ſhe help me! And here again, when ſhe is gi- 
ving Vent to ber grateful Soul for Benefits received, 
ChRIST's own Diſciples grudge at her Manner of 


expreſſing it: So that whether ſhe waſh his Feet 


with Tears, or anoint them with Balm, or only fit 


ſhe give. For.my own Part, I do verily believe it is the 


Cafe of all People, as well as her's, who ever have, 
or ever ſhall, in earneſt, ſeek, thro? true Repentance, 
the Salvation of their Souls: They become, under 
this Circumſtance, odd, unſightly Objects, and the 


World cannot . with n. 


But, | 


| 


filently at them, 'tis all a Caſe, no Contentment can 


1 


But, notwithſtanding, proceed; undaunted with 5 


Contradiction; unwearied with Well-doing. En- 
dure but to the End, and then with Confidence graſp 
at your Salvation. Being rejected of Men, i is both a 
good Sign and a main Help in your Pilgrimage thro? 
. - me Earth towards Heaven. Though your Good be 
"Sent! ſpoken of, be not diſmay'd at the Mat- 
4 on after her Example, here purpoſely ſet be- 
fore you: Neither hold your Hand, nor ſhut your 
Box, nor ſpare your Ointment, for all that on theſe 
Accounts can be utter d againft you. Look not to- 
wards Fudas, nor towards any of his Kindred now 
upon Earth, how large or powerful ſoever his Fami- 
ly may be; but look up to CHRIST in Heaven, who 
| approveth every Iſſue of ſincere 1 and Were that 
centers In him. 


Comfort your Soul under every Depreſſion worldly 
Cenſure, on theſe Occaſions, may bring upon you; 
comfort your Soul, I fay, with this ſingle Reflection, 


That, in like Caſe, our Loxp and Saviour made An- 


ſwer three ſeveral Times for Mary, againſt Martha, 
Simon, and Judas; and pronounced that well done, 
which theſe her Accuſers bitterly and bitingly con- 
demn'd. That ſingle Sentence of CHRIST's pro- 
nouncing, covers all Deficiences, fully ſatisfies for 
every Diſorder of the Soul, and juſtifies it both be- 
fore Gop and Man,—She hath done what ſbe could. 
God grant us but this to ſay, that we have done all 
we could, and we may ſafely lean upon the Hope of | 
his heavenly Grace for a merciful Acceptance in the 
Kingdom of his dear Son JesUs CHRIS our LoRn; 
to whom, with the Father and Holy Spirit, be aſcri- 


bed, Se. Amen. 
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PROVERBS iii. 5. 


Truſt in the LORD with all thy Heart, and lean” 
: not unto thine own Underſtanding. | 


E Point of Oppoſition in which the 
Wiſe Man here places Tru/# in the - 
ng} LORD and leaning to our own Un- 
Edi. firongly intimating, that 
dne who does the one cannot do the 
other, is the Ground upon which I purpoſe to raiſe 
the Doctrine of my following Diſcourſe upon the 


Solomon elſewhere tells us, that the Words of the 
Wiſe are like Goads and Nails; and St. Paul, that 
the Word of the LORD is ſharper than any twe- 
edged Sword, dividing aſunder Soul and Spirit, and 
diſcerning the very Thoughts and Intents. of the 


tence, in it better deſerving the Character than this 
| Which is now before us. The Cenſure is ſharp and 
| - per- 


PR 
—— 15 4s 4.404 RIES — Le ee ——— ̃ —y— 22 * 
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Tan! 


denn much as few would de willing to incur, 
and yet but few are able to eſcape: For who is 
there that does not lean to his own Underſtanding, 


and who cares to think that he is hereby cut off 
from his Truſt in the Lox p? Obſerve this Advice, 
that it may come upon us with its full Force, was 
given by one, who gave his Mind to know Wiſdom 
and Folly, and was himſelf poſſeſſed with fo great a 
Meaſure of Experience in both, that no Man was 
ever better able to diſtinguiſh between them; none 


had ever more Reaſon, than this wiſeſt of Men, 10 
.confide in his own Underſtanding, nor yet greater 

Occaſion to repent for his having done ſo: For tho' 
we read Gon gave him as large a Heart as the Sand 
on the Sea-Shore, yet, like that ſame Sand, it was 
Hitting and uncertain; no ſure Footing in it, no ſafe 


building upon it : Though he had Wiſdom and Un- 
derſtanding above all Men to diſcern both Good and 
Bad, yet ftill he found a radical and ſtubborn Diſ- 


order, ſuch an inbred Corruption in his Nature as 
was falſe and treacherous, and in nowiſe fit to be 
relied upon: The Reſult whereof we have him here 
declaring in the Words of the Text: —Truft in the 


LOR D with all thy Heart, and lean not unto Kane 
own Underflanding. W 


This may be judged an hard Saying, ah 


the latter Clauſe of it, and who can bear it? That 


a Man ſhould be forced, in order not to be deceived, 
to ſtand at a Diſtance from himſelf; to ſuſpect and 
call in Queſtion all that he does or thinks ? This, to 
every Degree of Self-ſufficiency, how unnatural and 
ſtrangely forced muſt it appear? It has ever been 


eſteemed Wiſdom to diſtruſt others; whom then 
en "a —_ Or where, e n 


- ſecure, 


t 


ſecure; if Falſhood and Treachery towards ourſelves 
and our real Intereſt can lie harbour'd in our own Bo- 
ſom? Vet ſo it is, that with regard to our ſpiritual Af- 
fairs, which is all that comes within my Province to 
meddle withall, we ſhall find nothing more dangerous 
than truſting to ourſelves ; or, as it is here expreſſed, 
leaning upon our own Under/iandings : Our Saviour's | 
Prediction being in this Senſe, as well as in many 
others, but too ſad a Truth, That a Man's en 
Enemies are thoſe of his own be. LE 


For by the Fi is here meant not nk the 
bare Faculty, but all its Attendants and Attainments; 
our inward Thoughts and Counſels; our natural Ap- 
petites and Averſions; our Fears and our Deſires ; 
our fond Delights and our flight Repentings: In 
a Word; all the Powers and ſecret Workings of the 


Soul, as they are now weakened and depraved, whe- 


ther by in- born Baſeneſs, or evil Habits of our own 
contracting, are here comprehended under the ge- 
- neral Term of our own Underſtanding. And he, in 
the next Place, may be ſaid to lean upon it, who _. 
ſuffers himſelf hereby to be miſguided i in the Notices 
and Apprehenſions of what is Good or what is Evil, 
and of which he can form no juſt Judgment from all 
that is before him. He likewiſe that hardens him- 
elf in Sin, thro' Wilfulneſs and Preſumption ; or 
elſe, thro' Weakneſs and Folly, is adviſedly ſwayed 
and borne down by any corrupt Affections, cantrary 
to the Righteouſneſs and Truth of Gop, and thoſe 
known Rules he has preſcribed for us to walk by, 
comes under the like Denomination of truſting 
upon his own * as bad a one as it 


is. 


Now 


| c 352 2] 
8 this Deceitfulne®, for it is manifold and 


" vatioully complicated, is imputed ſometimes in an 


active-Senſe, and ſo the Heart is ſaid to deceive the 


 Man.—T he Pride of thy Heart hath deceiled thee, 


faith the Prophet: And ſometimes it is imputed in a 
paſſive Senſe, and ſo the Man is ſaid to deceive him- 
ſelf, as St. James ſpeaks, Be ye Doers of the Ward 


and not Hearers only, deceiving your own ſelves :— 


Sometimes again in both, a deceived Heart, ſaith the 
Prophet, hath turned him afide. The Heart itſelf is 
deceived, and ſo ſeduces the Man; ſo that it ſeems 


5 neither Self nor any Thing that is in it can ſafely be 
truſted, leſt it ſhould prove either ſubtle, and ſo 


over- reach us; or elſe weak, and ſo fail us: And 


in both theſe Senſes, we have the Prophet Jeremiah 


pathetically declaring the Heart to be deceitful above 
all Things, and deſperately wicked, who can know it? 
And to what Purpoſe then ſhould we lean upon an 
Underftanding that does not ſo much as know the 


Spring of its own Intelligence? For this Deceitfulneſs 


lies not only in the intellectual Faculties; when, by 


Reaſon of our depraved Conceptions, we take wrong 
- Meaſures of what we are to know and practiſe ; but 


-alfo, and that chiefly too, in the Will and AﬀeRions; 
when, thro? inordinate Deſire or Fear, or other impe- 
tuous Paffions, the whole rational Man is carried 


aſide, either from the performing of what he ought 


to do, or elſe to the Commiſſion of what he ought 


"to avoid. Corrupt Reaſon: and the Paſſions work 
| alter, and point one and the ſame Way, nor 


are they to be disjoined, no, not ſo much as in Idea; 


N when! they ſeem at any Time ſeparate and at Odds, 
it is only EB a, 729-0 gd aet? it 


among themſelves. 
Now 


| ; 


Now, as no Man can know his own Face, but by _ 


Reflection, and even thus too, by the Fault of the 
Glaſs, many Things may be repreſented otherwiſe 
than they really are; and if he does get a true Image 
of himſelf for the preſent, yet he goes his Way, 
ſaith the Apoſtle; and firaightway forgets what Man- 
ner of Man be was; even fo it is likewiſe in our 
ſpiritual Condition. Gon has indeed given us the 
Law and his Goſpel to ſhew us to ourſelves ; yet ſo 
dim is our Sight, thro' Ignbranct or thro? Self- love, 
and this Mirtor ls ſo blotted and ſullied, by our foul 
handling of it, that it is very hard for us to make 
any right Judgment from hence, either of the preſent 
State of our Souls, or how their Audit may ſtand 
hereafter : And thoſe few Lines of Truth that do 
ſometimes appear before us, yet make ſo flight and * 
vaniſhing an Impreſſion, that if we look ever ſo 18 
aſide, either to the Right Hand or to the Left,"to 
_ worldly Wealth or worldly Want, we immediately - 
find ourſelves in the Dark and at a Loſs again. Sucti 
is the poor Condition of Man's half-ruined and to- 
tally enſlaved Underſtanding ; ; and who then would 
truſt, or in anywiſe leah upon it, who had any Thing 
better offered him to truſt and lean upon ?—Truft 
then in the LORD with all thy 3 _ Ay Are 
bh own „ee n : 


What I ſive farthet to offer en the | Subje@t as | 
the Treacherouſneſs of our Heart and the Deception 
of our Underſtanding, with regard to the Apprehen= 
ſion they give People of their ſpiritual State and Con- 
dition, ſhall be laid to e e e ere | 
three ſeparate a e erke 
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4. That they are apt to make us think better of 
it than we have any good Grounds to * 
PENS 42 e to Preſumption. 8 


N U. That Po are, at other Tim, _inclinable to 

make us think worſe of it than we need, or in- 
- deed ought to dne 80 n us to De- 
* * „ 


i m And to ankiok — — more 8 11. 
poſed, they would perſuade us not to think 
about it at all: So ings to We and 
- Profanenels.. 


T0 the I 8 to add, by way of, Conduſion, 


= _ earneſt Exhortation to abandon this blind Guide 


and truſt only in the Lorp, and then we need not 
fear what Man, or his ene whether theirs 


Fam can dann; bee, 10 i 


rt; „ 


Fits, when, « our own Judgment i is apt. to ; OY 


us, in making us think better of our ſpiritual State 
and Condition than we have any EIS Ground for : 
80 leading us to eee en 1 


* Vu 2 


Moſt — are over ready ingiving 8 Titles 
to their own Souls; to imagine themſelves true Be- 


3 Choſen in the Lon, Children of Goo, 


Sons and Heirs of Heaven; ſuch as would do much 
for the Honour of Gon, and may expect, by Way 
of Reward, much. in Return from him again : This 
is a dangerous Cheat; this is a Point wherein our own 


Mind and Judgment are never ſafely. to be truſted. 
If any Man think himſelf to be ſemething, when (or 
rather whereas) he is nothing, ſaith the Apoſtle, he 

| e himſelf. Such was the vain Confidence of 


the 


1 355 


the Phariſee, giving Thanks before his Time, that 
he was not like other Men; when the poor Publi- 
can, we read, under a Senſe of total Unworthineſs, 
went away juftified before him. And fuch were 
thoſe bold Gueſts in another Parable, E ORD, 

ſay they, we have eaten and drank in thy Preſence, 
Tokens of eſpecial Friendſhip and Familiarity, and 
thou haſt taught in our Streets; yet the Maſter of 
the Houſe we find rome? a4 e bow 
net thence * are. 56 3 | LOR: FO 1 


27 
* 


© Now, if our Undatttandinga can 60 Wien date 
us, even when we are in the very Gall of Bitterneſs, 
and our Sins may, unſeen, ſtare us in the Face, no 
wonder then if wWwe think well of ourſelves, as to Sins 
yet unborn, and perſuade ourſelves that we ſhall be 
able to withftand che Force of any future Tempta- 
tion. And all the Examples i the World are un- 
able to remove this "Folly. It * fo” rooted, grounds ed, 
and ſettled in us. e = 


ben 2 eſiec 3 his outra- 
ous ß at Ifruel; how be ſhould Pay 
their young Men, daſb their” Children,” and rip "up. 
their Women with Child: | What'l fiith he, Tr thy. 
Servant a Dog, that I ould dv thit griat Wickedwiſt® 
He was not, I am perſuaded, at that preſent Speale- 
ing; ſo diſpoſed ; but Power and Policy afterwards 
ripened him ineo an ney Execution of unf this Dir F 
Wk e more. <a LIE OI LE 
"Hh WT 60 Nen with Ge W 
a behave” under any confiderable Change of 
Life, whether in Age or Circumſtance, is talking 
| very — The Seeds of all Sorts of Evil are 
: 222 | | ſown 


gt ts 


Ats 


| ſown in every Individual, and come forth into Act, 

in an exact Proportion to the Soil within, and the 
Influences from without: And yet how often is this 
Sentence uttered, Oh, how would I do were I in 
his Place! Why, thou wouldeſt do as he does, other- 
wiſe thou art not fit for his Place. | 


But again: When Cant. Cha Peter of 
his Apoſtacy, he. thought himſelf ſo ſound at Heart, 
that he profeſles to die with him, rather than deny 
him in anywiſe. When his Maſter affectionately 
tells him how unable he was to go along with him 
in his Sufferings: Whither 1 go thou canſt not follow 
me now. He, like an unexperienced Soldier, is rea- 
dy to offer himſelf to any Encounter; I hy cannot 1 
follow thee now ?. He felt no Weakneſs that might 
hinder : Nor were ſome other Diſciples leſs miſtaken 
in their own Strength than he was: Are pe able, 
faith CnRIsr, % drint of the Cup that 7 drink Ch ? 
They preſently anſwer, Me are able. 


= _ —_ — pages — 


3 | Nevertheleſs, 1 the Storm of 1 | 

_—_ aroſe, ſoon did theſe glorious Undertakings fall to 
3 nothing; Peter denied him, and all the Diſciples 
=; forſook bim and \fled. So true is that, even in 
ſpiritual Matters, which Solomon ſaith of the Things 
3 ol this World, — There is that maketh himſelf rich, 
= . eaſy is it for us to cry, 
= Peace, Prace, when, there is no Peace: Nay, to 
fancy ourſelves walking in the Path of Righteouſneſs, 
when, perhaps, we are all the while making a Co- 
venant with Death, and are marching confidently 
forward i in the broad and beaten e that leadeth 
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But indeed our Wannen NY our Underſtand- 


4 ing are a Match for each other, and neither of them 


in anywiſe fit to be relied upon in ſo important a 
Concern as the Salvation of our Souls. But, 3 81 


e As our own e may beguile us 
into a better Opinion of our ſpiritual State than it 
deſerves; ſo, on the other Side, it will ſometimes diſ- 
poſe us to think worſe of it than we need, or indeed | 
ought to think: 80 driving u us to Deſpair, 


This may ſeem ſtrange, and even | contradiftory 8 
but ſuch is the Perverſeneſs of human Nature, that if 
it cannot be wrong on one Side of the Queſtion, it 
then ſtarts aſide, and would fain be wrong on the 
other, ever acting as if Error was its End, and Miſ- 
chief of any Sort its only Aim. What Outcries do 
we ever and anon hear concerning human Infirmities 
when any worthy Action is demanded; ſpeak of 
them as Reaſons for Humility and Penitence, then 
Nature is on the mending Hand immediately, and 
not ſo bad or infirm as repreſented. The like Pre- 
varication is conſtantly made uſe of with reſpect to 
the general Corruption and Depravity of human | 
Kind; it is always good againſt any Degrees of Holj- 
neſs or Perfection. What, would you have us Angels? 
Plead but the ſame on the Side of Self- abhorrence 
and renouncing the World, and then it is none ſo 
bad, but that a great many good Sort of People are 
to be found in every Claſs, and under every Perſua- 
ſton ; and *tis uncharitable to think otherwiſe. Now, 
5: Int is all this but pretending Infirmity that we 
may not be NY Corruption, that we 7 1 | 
not be healed, 


"i 3 i T heſe 
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Theſe Confeſſons are made with a View 3 to 
cover up a lagy and affected Deſpondency; and we 
act herein as if all our Reaſoning Faculties were given 
us to elude the Means of Salvation, and at any Rate 
get at our final Deſtruction. Our main Infirmity 
and Corruption lies in our having go Stomach, no 
Appetite or Reliſh, for real Goodneſs ; for, otherwiſe, 
Watchfulneſs and Diligence, with the ordinary Aſ- 
ſiſtance of Divine Grace, which is promiſed to every 
one that will aſk it with Sincerity, would be abun- 
dantly ſufficient to keep us frem falling : And this is 

2 Cheat ſo much the more to be taken Heed of, be- 
cauſe it comes under a plauſible Colour of Humility 
and Self-abaſement. But it is much to be feared we 
are thus readily inclin'd to believe our Abilities quite 
loſt and extinguiſhed, only Jeſt we ſhould find over 
much Trouble in making a godly Uſe of them, As 
for thoſe that deſpair ſincerely of the SuKficiency of 
their own Righteouſneſs to ſave them, all ſuch are 
in the right Way to Gon thro CHRIST. Bur, 


_ Thirdly, If our Underſtandings fail in both theſe 
Attempts, and can neither make us think too well 
or too ill of the State of our Souls; it will then ſome- 
times perſuade. that the wiſeſt Way is not to think 
„ aden it at tf; 80 e to I. e and e. 


1 > R$ once the Heart is thus hardened, and 
the Conſcience, by this Means, ſeared, in Salomons 
2 Phraſe, the Wiles of Satan, like the Way of a Ser- 
pent upon à Stone, are nat perceived ; nay, we 
can be wicked, under the Power of this Deluſion, 
to a Degree of Greedineſs therein, and with an utter 
Piſregard, as feeling nothing amiſs. It is with this 5 
3 0 : i | thought- g 


b 


thoughtleſs Singer, as with Nabal in his Wine, he 
is now ſenſelefly merry, and neither Folly nor Dan- 
ger trouble him: Notwithſtanding, take the fame 
Man when he is ſober and come to himſelf, and 
then, at the Repreſentation of the ſame Circumſtance, 
his Heart dies within him. And indeed our Under - 
ſtandings are oftentimes ſo over · ſpread with falſe Co- 
lours and ſtupifying Prejudices, that we are ſcarce 
able to diſcern what Sin and iniquitous Dealing is 


made of; and, under the Power of this Darkneſs, 


muſt probably remain till ſome Affliction e 
ak and. Aachen our Perception. | 3 


When Jeb 8 Brethren 180 after mature Deli- 
beration, changed his Sentence from Murder to Ba- 
niſhment, and fo traiterouſly ſold him for a Slave, 


many Years paſſed over their Heads, and their 


Thoughts were never diſturbed; about it, till Di- 
ſtreſs at laſt brought their Deed to Remembrance, 
and made them cry out, Mie are ueriiy guilty cancorn- 
ing our Brather. And therefore che Apoſtles, when 
they heard their Maſter ſpeak of a Traitor amongſt 
them, faid every one; Mater, it #1? None of 
them durſt pretend to underſtand himſelf ſo well, 
| neee n e Mun. EL 


St. Paul himſelf.is.fo Gr drones ie 0 own 
Ae een that 
he dates not reckon the Acguittance of his own 
Conſcience to be a full Diſcharge.—7 know nothing 
by myſelf, ſaith be, yet am not ¶ hereby Juftifed but. 
he * * . Z. 2 


ng is Gov chats uſt dow collins the „den 


Thing ef Derknets, and make manifeſt the Coun- - | 


ſels 
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ſels of the Heart; 1 our own Viderſtandiogs 
will deal deceitfully with us in every Point, and bring 
in a falſe Account of the d State of our . Z 


"Hes me then now, by Way of Gen, ex- 
hort you ceaimeſtly to look out for ſome ſurer 
Ground of Confidence: F or as Man is 2 a UPI 
Creature, he cannot ſubſiſt without ſomething to 
rely upon; and if his own Underſtanding thus fit 
him, to whom ſhould he go, but to him who is the 

Fountain of his Life, the Source and Foundation 
both of his Body and Soul. —Truft then in the LORD 
with all thy Heart ; put thy full Truſt and Confidence 
in him only, for he will neither fail nor forſake thee, 
and then thou needeſt not fear what Man, whether 
within or without, can lay « or * unto e . 


Truſt i is a kane e the kigheft ! it 
| is neceſſary to our very Being, as well as our Well- 
e it is what we all want, though few funda- 
mentally perceive it; it ſtands upon the deepeſt and 
inmoſt Ground in Nature; it is the very Eſſence, 
Perfection, and Life, the Senſibility, End, and En- 
joyment of both Faith and Hope: And therefore to 
place it in ourſelves, in our own Underſtanding, 
Will, or Power, is altogether as weak as the poor. 
_ miſtaken Efforts of a little Child that lays hold of 
the Skirt of its own Cloathing, to balance and ſu- 
Jas | its e Steps, al N Tout Gerry 12 


-. a" 4 
bY 
3 * F 
S451 
L * 
3 


Truſt 3 in "Goal A! 


is 1 405 Condition of 


Help, in all his Promiſes; and, as ſuch, we are taught 


10 plead it, in all our Addreſſes at the Throne of | 
Gr ace. Thus in the Pſalms, O let me. hear thh 
Loving- | | 


" he hp, \ 
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; Living-tindueſe betimes in the Morning, for in thes's is 
my Truft. Thus, in the Litamy, O Eorp let thy 
Mercy be ſhewed upon us, as we do put our Truſt | 
in thee.” Thus, in the Te DEUM,—* O Lon, in 
thee haye I truſted, let me never be confounded.” 
And thus, in the Collect, O Lorp Gop, who ſeeft 
that we put not our Truſt in any Thing that we do, 
but lean only upon the Hope of thy Heavenly Grace 
for Help and Protection, do thou evermore help 
and defend us, by thy mighty Power, from all Ad- 
yerfity, through IESsus CHRIST our 'Lomrp;” to 
whom therefore, with the Father and Holy Spirit, 
be aſcribed, It Amen. : | 
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But An ſaid, Son, remember that thou in PE Life- 
time receivedſ# thy good Things, and likewiſe Lazarus 
”ou 3 3 but noto be is ene ra 7 art 


M Certain Difficulty aasee the 
parabolical Writings of the Ne Tefta- 
K ment, and in reconciling their preciſe 
Meaning with the other Precepts and 
Doctrines therein more plainly, and 
kde a Parable, deliver'd, has been made Matter 
of frequent Complaint amongſt Divings. I am per- 
ſuaded that this is, in a great Meaſure, owing to want 
of Attention, or not rightly apprehending the true 
Drift and Genius of theſe Forms of Expreſſion. 
Our bleſſed Loxn, whenever he chuſes to convey 
his Inſtructions in this Manner, never fails to ſhape 
out a regular and uniform Kind of Plan; and then 
makes every Incident in the Conduct of the Story 
_ to throw * upon ſome one particular Point, 
which 
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which he would hereby deeply pn on the Mind 
and 1 of thoſe who. bave 2 to * 


And the leaſt e "FTE or Miß "OE 
fion of the true Point of View, when theſe Sort of 
lively Pictures are preſented before the Mind, muſt 

of courſe breed great Confuſion,” and diſtract the 
Harmony of the whole Deſign; and is, I am ſatis- 
fy'd, the proper Parent _— the —— n : 
corplained of. Fg 


In my treating the Parable now befes us, 1 ſhall 
endeavour to avoid the Error which many, who have 
taken upon them to handle theſe Matters, for want 
of this NES, have Oy fallen 1 into. 


- " The Scenery hiere (if I may fo call it) is that of '« 
Priſoner having his Cauſe re- heard, after Sentence 
5 uuf: and Execution actually begun; and all to ſhew 
the Deſperateneſs of his particular Caſe; the unal- 
terable Fixtneſs of his Fate: For though he pleads 
hard and well, ſo as no Deputy on Earth could for 
him: Tho' he ſhew great Temper and Submiſſion— 
Father Abraham, have Mercy; — great Humility and | 
Condeſcenſion, Send Lazarus with a Drop of Water ;— 
great Charity, Leſ bis Brethren ſhould fall into the 
ſame Snare z yet it all avails him nothing: Here's 
no Decree revers'd; no Mitigation of Puniſhment 
to be obtain'd. 0 gracious Gop, what has he 
| e thus to ſhut up thy Bowels of Compaſſion 
from him ! What has his Sin been, that can find no 
Forgiveneſs either in this World or in that to come ? 
| Why, Commentators will here give you for Anſwer, 
, P 9 beſtowed none of his Goods to feed the 
| not 
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not mah by any. Thing here appearing; ; how-. 
ever in nowiſe verbally or expreſly charged upon 
him. Nor indeed do the Diſcourſes of our bleſſed 
LoRD want, at any Time, our ſtrain'd Apologies: 
to help them out, as it were, at dead Lifts: T Wy 
a the very Word of Wiſdom itſelf. N £1 
"To the Words ſingled out. 9 40 "3A Text, * Evi- 
dence that caſt this infernal Priſoner is ſumm'd up, 
together with the Sentence conſequent upon it. Now, 
if this ſuppoſed Crime had been the Fact for which he 
was condemn'd, muſt it not, on this Occaſion, have 
been onentioneds . Could a Judge: be guilty of ſuch 
an Omiſſion, as to leave out the principal Fact upon 
which the whole Trial takes i its Turn, when he pro- 
ſeſſedly undertakes to rehearſe the whole Proceeding ? 
His Memory or Integrity would ſtand highly im- 
peach'd.for ſuch Kind of Procedure: And yet, upon 
this Occaſion, we have nothing here mentioned far- 
ther than—Son, remember that thou. in thy Life-time 
received/t thy good Things. Dread of the Conſe- 
quence, .and at the ſane: Time not knowing how = 
evade it, has here put Men upon finding out ;an-Ex- - 
pedient, that- may correct and ſupply a Deficieney, 
as they think, in the Word of Gop; and ſo ſuppoſe 
a · Crime of ſueh moral Turpitude, as may juſtify the 
tremendous Sentence of Condemnation. here t {ee 

| nada: But nato thou art nene 6 

s th 41 2 IS 

4 am Kenſible this 5 1 e 50 hem Sled 5 
recur, If this Uncharitableneſs were not 
that brought down. this heavy Judgment upon him. 
what then was? Surely not having ſimply; received 
good Things; and yet there is nothing elſe here ac- 
tually charg' d upon him. This great Difficulty I 
| all 
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mall, in my following Diſcourſe, enden Ver to re- 
move; and, indeed; it is for this very Purpoſe that 


F dave now taken upon me to handle the Subject. 
855 come at this orgs regularly, it "Og be PEPer, | 


'L To Us An an View: of the beam 
ſtance of this once opulent, but now tormented, 
Man; and that as well on this Side the Pit, as 
{00 ft lamenting in it. Such an Inſpection, I 
” Erw 18 we „ 3; ; 4 1 . | 


7 ” 
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II. To the chain Pole i in che Phtab an Fe us 
"yy eee ee how his Marmer of Life 
in one World connects him with & State of Tor- 
——— 25 een ge _ s is fertled, T 3 
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that, by Uſe e the Benefit of 8 
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_ view of this Man's State and Condition, as here ſer 


forth in the Parable. In this Life, then, he was one 
who abounded in all wotldly good Things, and en- 
joy d them in a free Uſe of every Delight that out- 
ward AMuence is able to procure. It has pleaſed 
the great Diſpoſer of all Things, - that there ſhould 


be theſe widely differing Eſtates in the Time of this 


mortal Life; fore wanting Neceffaries, others even 

laden with Abuiidance': His Will be done on Barth, 
as it is in Heaven, Now both theſe Ordets of Men, 
High and Low, Rich and Poor, one with another, are 


all alike yore to * thro? eee hip ms 
$2 "TEE 3 4 4 _ x — the 
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the Gate of Death ; juſt as the mingled Inhabitants 
of a great City march all out at the ſame Port, whe 
ther it be for Triumph or for Execution. In like 
Manner, we are told, there are two ſuch States i in the 
other World; disjoin' d in their Nature, diſlike in their 
| Condition; the one all Comfort, the other all Tor- 
ment. As the Rich and Poor meet here, tho' their 
Ways are divers, ſo do the Good and Bad meet there 
again; but never mingle: They ſtill go contrary 
Ways; but every one to his own Place; all claſs d 
according to their reſpective Tempers ot; Diſpoſi- 
tions: 9. — to his Boſom, the other to his Gulf. 
The Good, though miſerable here, find Reſt there; 
and thoſe who have lived in ſinful Eaſe and Pleaſure 
upon Earth, now meet with Torments inexpreſſible. 
Here's a Tum and Change, ſtrange and amazing; a 
Subject of much Wonder, and ſhould be of much 
Fear alſo, ts alt thoſe many NE wy wiſe con- 
cern. lo | | 
ION nin that Ph bay 8 40 es 
rienced the Change for the worſe, was a Son of Abra 
ham, one that was convetſant with Moſes ard the 
Prophets ; ; and tho he had made no great Uſe either 
of the one or the other, yet he is repreſented as 4 
rod ; nor is Infidelity made any Part of the 
rge againſt him. A little more Evidetice indeed 
| 8 Mina to think wanting, and that e 
the Dead, A having Faith would ndeek nk ak: 


x Þ "uk + * ? : 
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He is for forth; likewiſe, : as a Belas e ens BY 
poral Bleflings from the Hand of Gop, the Giver of 
all good Things; not only Food and Raiment, 
which are undoubted Comforts, but thoſe” of the 


faireſt and beſt Kind, PvE and fine Linen, and | 
ſump⸗ 


| * 
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mptuous Fare every Day. He is remark'd alf 
for one in no Sort given to Covetouſneſs ; but who 
ſpent his large Income in an open and ſplendid Man- 
ner; and, at his Deceaſe, leaves the Inheritance fo 


_ clearof Incumbrance to his Brethren, that he fears 
their living, as he had done before, might bring 
them at laſt to the ſame unhappy End. It is farther 


recorded about him that he had Dogs; but whether 


for the Security of his Houſe, or for Sport in the Field, 


they were kept, is not ſaid : But one Circumſtance, 
wherein they excell moſt of their Kind, is ſet down; 


_ inftead of driving a Beggar from the Door, they came 


and licked his Sores. _ ny 


NIS+ * 
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— Air this ſhort r EBay of lis 7 d of Life 
ad noble Deportment, we, next hear of him, paſſed 
quickly through Death and Burial, in another World, 
under great Torture of Body and Anguiſh of Spirit, 
crying out, and begging in vain, for aDrop of W ater 
to cool his Tongue; and, to aggravate the Matter 
till higher, forced to aſk it of Lazarus, the above- 


mentioned Beggar, once known to him lying at his 
don Door; but now exalted to che very Boſom of 


Bleſſedneſs, and from whence he is, by a Gulf fix d, 


fort ever excluded. Of this l . Circumſtance our 


bleſſed Saviour has elſewhere | cen, particular No- 
tice There ball be, ſaith he, weeping and gnaſbing 


of Teeth, when ye ſhall ſee Abrabam, Iſaac, and Jacob, 
and all the Prophets, i in the Kinzdim of GOD, 'and 


ye yourſelves thruſt out. Not anly weeping for Grief 


that themſelves have loſt i it, but gnaſhing of Teeth 


for very Indignation that others, eſpecially ſuch mean, 


unſightly; odd, and abject Wretches, F ellows of no 


n ſhould. hos it. 
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| This is all we FOR any good Authority fram ne 
Goſpel to ſay concerning Lives and his Character; 
ſo far as we have brought him, and that is to the 
Point where the great Diffieulty ariſes :, For if 

this be all, How comes he here? What Vices. 3 what 
Immoralities ; what Sins of Omiſſion, or Commiſ- 
fion, are here charged upon bim ! Here is no Cata - 
logue of the manifold Tranſgrefions of bis former 
Life and Converſation produced, which might rea- 
ſonably be ſuppoſed neceſſary to form the ſeveral 
Steps of that infernal Ladder, by which he has thug 
deſcended into the Prpch of the Pix of De Ie. 


This leads me; 19: the Ga ee df-che eral 
Poin in Hand MT: PRI . 


S.condhy, What really it was that coqnelied the 
Character here given of him in this Life, with the 
State of Miſery he ſo immediately puts on in the next: 
But now thou art tormented; What, becauſe he had 
received good Things Is this the Caſe of all that 
wean Purple and fine Linen, and fare well in this 
Life? Shall every one, to whom Gon reaches out 
ſuch Kind of Goods, be for ever ſhut out from ra- 
ham's Boſom? Gon forbid : Such Conſequences are 
falſe and injurious. Conſider only whoſe the Boſom 
Was, and ng ck Tho CE EEE ES Was 
it not Abrabam's? On the Records of Gon a mighty 
| Prince on Earth ; rich in Cattle, in Silver, in Gold, 

and in a Multitude of Servants. It was nottherefoxe 
Riches, as ſuch, that uridid him; for then rich Abrahawt n 
muſt have ſhared with him in the Sentence; and, had 
this been the Caſe, he might with Juſtice have tetorted 
to-—Son, remember that thou in thy Life-time received 
9 good Things Fatber, remember that thou. lile- 

Vos. II. | Aa 1 wiſe. 


37 

wiſe in thy Life- time didſt receive thy good Things. 
Neither was it becauſe he came unduly by them, by 
ſuch Ways and Means as Gop abhors ; for neither 


Rapine, Deceit, Oppreſſion, or Extortion, are e madg 
* Part 1 his u weg eh e 


„Neither was i WRT: dase e theſe Kind 
of Talents for Uſe, he had wrapp'd them in a 
Napkin ; for as his. Receipts were great, ſo likewiſe 
were his Expences: So much in Clothes, Purple, 
and fine Linen; ſo much in open Houſe-keeping, 
Feaſting, and er Living, and that every Day. 
What then was the Peculiarity of his Caſe? What 


ſtte particular Malignancy of his Sin? Why, even 


the ſame with that which once ſerv'd to deſtroy the 
whole World; he was drown'd in a Sea of Luxury 
and Earthly-mindedneſs. O Saviour of the World, 
were not this thy Doctrine, I had not dared to mention 
it! Hear it then from his own Mouth, As it was in 
| the Days of Noe, ſo ſball it be alſo in the Days of 
the Son of Man: They did eat, they drank, they mar- 
ried Wives, they were given in Marriage, untill the 
Day that Noe enter d into the Ark, and the Flood 
came and deſtroyed them all. Likewiſe alſo as it-was 
in the Days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they 
bought, they ſold, they planted, they builded : But the 
ſame Day that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained Fire 
and Brimſlone frum Heaven and deſtroyed them all. 
| Even thus ſhall it be in the Day when the Son of Man 
ii reusal d. Here is no bitter Crime objected ; for 
what we ſee, they were all honeſtly and laudably em- 
ployed; and yet becauſe the World had. wholly em- 
_ | ployed them, Deſtruction is nigh their Door: For t 
"be carnally minded, we are told, is Death, without 
ſieeking any farther, Again: 


. 
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What think we was it that ſhut out thoſe Men 
from taſting the Supper of Gop's preparing? Why, 
one was looking after a Purchaſe of Land 3 another, 
of Oxen; and a third, that of a Wife. All com- 


mendable Engagements; yet, for this ſingle Cireum- 


ſtance, becauſe they were engaged, they were every one 

of them finally excluded. They choſe their Portion 
m this Life, and that one Article ſeals their Ruin. 
And thus the ſad Example before us; he had recei- 
ved his good Things, in full of all Demands ;' he 
had the Creature, and it ſufficed him : His Fulneſs 

gave him Conſolation, and that alone brought down 


the Wo, and fixes it upon him. This did not Abra- 
| ham: Amidft all his Plenty he ſaw the Day of 


 ChyrIsT ; the Day of him who muſt ſuffer many 
| Things, and be rejected of this Generation ; ; and he 


was glad ; rejoiced more in it than in any worldly 
Increaſe, Corn, be os, or FORE, 


We hear of another great Receiver in | the Golpel, 
who acted a like Part with his Fellow in the Text; 
he had forgotten Gop too, and inſtead of ſecuring 
for his Soul a Demand upon the heavenly Exchequer, 
by laying up Treaſure in Heaven, he chuſes rather 
to provide for her in ſuch Sort of Goods as might 
be laid up in a bigger Barn; and ſo he drops, with 
his Brother here, into a ſad Eternity. | 


This then is the true Point of Diſcrimination, 
Whether we be heavenly or earthly-minded, and not 
whether we be rich or poor. I boſoever ſhall find 
his Life here ſhall loſe it hereafter ; but he that hates 
his Life in this World, Pall find it to Life Eternal. 
Think not theſe to be forced Interpretations, or Sen- 
tences of Scripture induſtriouſly ſought out and put 
1 A 2 2 | to- 
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wixther to ſerve a Turn, the whole Goſpel through- 
out ſhines with the Light of them; fo that if they 
were to be expunged, the New Teſtament itſelf would 
become, without them, no better n an empty 8 
lume. - 


It i is Time now that I haſten to the Ay, 
which was the third and 4% Thing I promiſed. | 


Tt; appears then from all that has been ſaid, That 
the Danger of poſſeſſing worldly Goods ariſes from a 
certain ſtupifying Influence they have over the Soul. 
Here, having received, is made therefore the Gtound 
of Admonitian to remember. Yet ſo croſs-grain'd is 
the Condition and Make of our preſent Nature, that 

is ſo great a Hinderer of it. Great Receiving 
generally occaſions little Remembrance. Who ſo apt 
to forget Gop and themſelves, as thoſe who poſſeſs, 
from him, the largeſt Portions here. The Soul, in this 
Caſe, being much like the Body, its Companion: As 
nothing is more likely to form Ohſtructions in the one 
than a too full and plentiful Diet ; ſa, in the other, 
too great Indulgence in the Things that pleaſe our 
Wills and Aff ions, breeds a Stoppage in the 
Mind and Memory, the vital Parts of the Soul. 
All ſtands, we ſee, in the Manner of receiving; z if 
the Soul embrace outward Things as its chiefeſt 
Good, Gop is excluded, and Death is the Ifſue. Of 
this Truth we have alively Example before our Eyes; 
and which, if it move us not, will prove, however, 
that we are already hardened beyond the Power of 
any. He who has the Keys of the bottomleſs Pit, 
unlocks even the Gates of Death and Hell, to lay 
open this Truth before our Eyes. To make a pal- 


| T pable Den what * and Sufferings fill tbe 


lower 


lower World, he points to one actually lying under 
its Torments; and to whoſe Laments nothing is re- 
torted, but that of a fooliſh Choice, preferring the 
Goods of Time to the Riches of Eternity. Our 
bleſſed LorD, in the former Part of the Chapter, 
had, in a ſofter Manner, laid this Matter before a 
Set of Worldlings, all troubled with the like Mala- 
dy of deep Forgetfulneſs ; but the lethargick Diſ- 
order ran fo high, that they only derided him for his 
Pains. He therefore ſtrips Hell of its Covering, and 
lays Deſtruction bare, to give them ocular Demon- 

ſtration of the Fact; to ſhew there was ſomething 
more in it than mere threatning Words: And all 


cis with a gracious Intent to keep both them and 


us from falling into it. Abraham, with the fame af- 
fectionate Deſign, lifts up his Voice and cries from 


Heaven Son, remember to prevent our coming 
there ! Nay, even the Wretch himſelf, who here 


lies howling, joins in the friendly Admonition, and 
dreads for others, Jeff they alſo, through the ſame 
e come into the ſame Place <a Torment. _ 


Theſe Confiderations are enough pi t ary think- 
ing Man out of Conceit with the World, and its 
rich Furniture together. To think we can be ſo de- 
_ ceived, by weighing Good and Evil in the falſe Ba- 
| lance of an earthly Scale, as to prefer the Pleaſure 
of a particular Sort of Food and Raiment, to the 
eternal Welfare both of Body and Soul. O, wretch- 
ed Man, what a State of Fra Blindneſs art 
chou fallen into! 8 


Lat thoſe in Poſſefiion, take 1 heed how 150 
reflect with Truſt and Confidence upon temporal 
11 5 Things, left, while they are buſied in decking and. 

Aa 3 | filling 
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filling the Body with-rich Array and coftly Food, the 

Soul, in the mean Time, gets covered and filled with 
Pride and Senſuality. And let thoſe that want nei- 
ther grieve nor vex either at NabaPs Wealth or Ha- 
man's Preferment, or Dives's Table, ſeeing there 
. cometh with a—Bur now, ſuch an amazing rugs 
in the State of Man. Once more. 


Remember di chat this was . Son, ahd 


that his Seed, according to the Fleſh, have no Pre- 


- eminence ; nor ſhall all his Children reſt in their Fa- 
ther's Boſom, This ſhould make all outward Pro- 
ſeſſors tremble. Men may flatter themſelves ; but 
be affured there is more in this But now than the 
World care to ſee; and that Son, remember is not 
a Matter ſlightly ta be pafs'd over. There is ſurely 
ſome ſuperlative Degree of Danger in being thus at 
Eaſe in Zion, and in having received their good 
Things: For do we not daily ſee that thoſe who 
Have received moſt, in a Meaſure heap'd up and run- 
ning over, do carry themſelves ſo without Remem- 
brance, or Regard to the one Thing needful, as if no 
ſuch Similitude were to be found in Scripture as that 
of the Needle's Eye; no ſuch Example as Dives in 
Torment ; no ſuch Call to Remembrance as this from 
Haber in Heaven. . | 


Mien ſeem ſome how to have learned ils a Point 
of Divinity that Abraham was ignorant of; a Sort of 
_ Balaant's Divinity To love the Wages of Unrighte- 
ouſneſs, and the Gift in the Boſom; and, after the 
plentiful Enjoyment of both, hope to die the Death 
of the Righteous, and go a ftraight Way to Abra- 
.bam's Boſom ; utterly forgetting that we muſt, thro 
me Tribulation, enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
| * t 
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But we cannot ſo eaſily get clear of Abraham's x 
Conſequence i in the Text, — Son, remember that thou 
in thy Life-time receivedſ thy good Things, and like- 
wiſe Lazarus evil Things ; but now " is comforted, 
and thou art tormented. 


To conclude : We have before us both the Ruin 
and the Remedy; what is wanted to avoid the one, 
and to obtain the other, is rather a Diſpoſition to 
remember, than an D to underſtand. 


Let us then remember in Time, while it may 
ſerve to Purpoſe z ; in the Pit it will avail us nothing; 
and there is but a Breath of Air between any of us 
and an Eternity of Bliſs or Wo. Remember but 

this effectually from the Heart, and you will be im- 
 mediately led to pray that you may receive temporal 
Things in ſuch Manner and Meaſure only, as that, 
through them, you finally loſe not the Things that 
are eternal. Grant this, O Heavenly Father, for 
the Love of thy Son J=sUs CHRIST, our Loxp; 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Spirit, be aſcri- 

bed, &c. Amen. | 
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1 Tiucrur iv. 8. 


ef it profitable unte all Things, having 
| Promiſe of the Life that now is, — 


HIS highly profitable Godlineſs, the 
Apoſtle here ſo magnifies and com- 
mends, can mean nothing ſhort of the 
Righteouſneſs which is by the Faith of 

| Jesus CHRIsT, as muſt be gathered 

from the Tenor of this whole Epiſtle, and indeed 
from the Purport of all his other Writings. He is 
ever depreciating all other Kinds of Righteouſneſs, 
eſpecially what Man may call his own, as vile, as 

Droſs and Dung : Nay, worſe, as Loſs; as utterly 

hindering and keeping us back from the Attaitiment 

of that Godlineſs which is according to es g 

the Methods of Salvation. 


Now, how this Sort of Godlinel ſhould TEA 
in it a Promiſe of the Life that now is, ſtumbles and 
retards the Converſion of thoſe who know no other 
but the mere animal or rational Life ; and to thoſe 
Who 


1 
who have actually renounced their Hope in this Life, 
as the Term of obtaining a better, it muſt, at firſt 
Sight, | appear utterly inconceivable, It has indeed 
given more Diſturbance to the right apprehending the 
true Spirit of the Goſpel, and more Occaſion for the 
perverſe Diſputings of Men of corrupt Minds, and 
deſtitute of Faith, than any one ſingle Text in the 
whole New Teſtament : Inſomuch that it has been 
frequently put into the Scale to weigh againſt all the 
Self. denying Doctrines, all the Renunciations of this 
preſent evil World, whether ſet forth by the Pre- 
cept or Example of ChRxIST or his Apoſtles: Nay, 
it has been brought out to withſtand and contradict, 
if not utterly to invalidate and make void, that ob 
N tive Aſſertion of our bleſſed Lord's, ſo frequently re- 
1 | peated,—He that loves his Life all hoſe it; but he 
| that hates bis Life in this World fball ſave it to Life 
Eternal. What becomes then, ſay they, if this be 
true, of your No e _— 122 7 the and 


__ now is? 


Mt muſt * l Moon vagal Mitte 3 
tween the Apoſtle and thoſe who make ſuch Con- 
ſtruction and Uſe of his Doctrine, included in the 
Word Life; for about the Godlineſs there can be no 
Diſpute: And the whole Difficblty will ſoon be un- 

ravel'd when we come to conſider only how St. Paul's 
preſent Life and their preſent Life ſtand for quite dif- 
ferent Things; nor would he and they chuſe to ex- 
change, when their different Senſe of Profitableneſs, 
here annex'd to Godlineſs, comes to be explained. 
Neither Life nor Profit in his Senſe, to whom to die 
was Gain, have any Relation to what they can un- 
deerſtand by either. His was made up of little elſe 
7 "bu! eee and that in rs of his 
| : greater | 
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greater Godlineſs; what they contend for is little 
other than a proſperous and continued Scene of rank 
Senſuality. That Portion of Inheritance the Meek 
are to poſſeſs of the Earth, in Right of a Goſpel Leſta- 
ment, no Man that ſets his Heart upon Property 
would care much to be Heir to: Nor would the 
Rental of all the Houſes and Lands promiſed to be 
enjoyed with Perſecutigns by the immediate Fol- 
lowers of CHRIST, produce, I believe, in the Eſtima- 
tion of an Uſurer, any deſirable Income. But as for 
the Brethren, and Siſters, and Mothers, promiſed in 
that preſent Time, no one, ſure, can be ſo ſenſeleſs 
as to ſuppoſe turning Chriſtian could literally make 
any Increaſe in this Kind, eſpecially in the laſt ; for 
; Joey, Dy ſpeaking, we can have but one. 


Now, all theſe Rindes being of one Make, 
| and of one Size, are ever rightly or wrongly appre- 
hended together: And Godlineſs is here ſaid to be 


profitable in the ſame Senſe only, that it is elſewhere 
fſaid to be great Gain; but neither the Profit in the 


one Place, or the Tra in the other, have any Thing 
to do with earthly Emolument, or Increaſe of world- 
ly Store : And there appears to me a Kind of wan- 


ton Perverſeneſs in our pretending to underſtand theſe 


Things in ſo prepoſtrous and groſs a Senſe. No; 

the ſpiritual Life of a real Chriſtian that now is, and 
the preſent Life of a Senſualiſt, have no more Con- 
cord or Agreement than Light and Darkneſs, than 


CaRIsT and Belial, their reſpective Parents. They | 


are indeed the Iſſue of two diftin& Creations, and 
ſtand as ſtrongly diſtinguiſhed in their Original as in 
the  After-workings of their oppoſite Natures ; * et 
one's from beneath, the other from above: And, ; 


conſequence of this, he that's created a-new in 
; CHRIST 


„ 


Cuxklsr counts — for a Life here, but what 
points towards the obtaining a better hereafter ; and 
of this Godlineſs has the Promiſe : The Worldling, 


in the mean while, according to the Genias of his 


Kindred and earthly Relationſhip, reckons nothing 
worthy that Name that is without its Pleaſures, and 
ſuch too as can in nowiſe be enjoyed, if interrupted 
with any melancholy Forecaſts into Futurity. To 
ſuch Sort of Life, Godlineſs makes no Promiſe, but 
meets It Reap © 


This „ 
new and better Light upon the Text, by turning its 


Face towards thoſe poſitive and preſent Bleſfings that 
are purely the Iſſue of the Incarnation of the Son of 


God; who, by joining his Nature with ours, has 
wonderfully improved and exalted the State of our 


Life even now; our ſinful Bodies being made clean 
by his Body, and our Souls waſhed through his moſt 


precious Blood. This will be Doctrine according to 


Godlineſs; and as I ſhall treat it purely as it relates 
to our Welfare and Happineſs whilſt we continue in 


this World, it will completely anſwer the Promiſe of 


its being profitable to all Things that belong to Life 
and Godlineſs, whether preſent, gr future; and which 


bs indeed all but one Life, though ſeemingly divided 


| n k 


I: One great Blefling we enjoy in this Life, a6 the 


Fruit of the Promiſe in CurisT, is the Aﬀu- 


| Hance ho has given ws of 4 better and endles 


. 


II. He 
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ES I. He has let us into the perfect Kiowlddge of 


the whole Will of Gop cancerning us; which 
muſt be ſtrong Conſolation to the poor e 
ed and * Soul. And, | 


- III. He has made bimſelf our pitta F Food fs 


Suftenance ; whereby all the Promiſes made to 

Godlineſs are at preſent ſealed and delivered up, 

as it were, into our actual Poſſeſſion. Is not 

Godlineſs, think we, profitable, though it plump 

not up our Purſes; and is not a Life that now 

is herein promiſed completely beſtow'd, though 
all the riotous Diſorders of it, called fn 
5 be utterly excluded? For, 7 


Firſt, It is no ſmall Blefling we 3 in this Life, 


| as a Fruit of the Promiſe to Godlineſs in CnRIST, 
that we are aſſured . of N and, endleſs 
. * hereafter, & 


in Time, and is, as it were, the Sheet Anchor of the 
Soul, keeping it both ſure and ſtedfaſt. And what a 


ſacred Calm is that which muſt poſſeſs and abide up+ 


on the Boſom of him who knows: he is redeemed . 


from Death, and made fit to be inſtated in a never» 
ending Life of Happineſs and Bliſs complete. To 


every thinking Creature it muſt he fo ; thoſe indeed 


who live without Thought, may go on as the Ox to 


the Slaughter, the Fiſh to the Net, and the Bird to 


the Snare, knowing not, and canſequently not much 


regarding, though it be for their Life. But to every 
conſiderate Man ſuch Comfort ſprings up from theſe 


Reflections as is better underſtood by the inward 


Feeling, than can be a. deſcribed by Words; 


and. 
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and is indeed one of thoſe Joys with which a Stranger 
doth not intermeddle. Let thoſe' then. who will en- 
Joy the tumultuous Pleaſures of mere Senſuality, and 
ſhate, in a yet lower Degree, their Satisfactions in 
common with the Beaſts that periſh : Let who will 
py at the corrupting, the periſhing Delights of this 

orld, which blind the Underſtanding, and deſtroy 
the Reliſh of more ſubſtantial and ſublimer Joys: Let 
who will pride themſelves in Vanity; grow haughty 
upon nothing ;. and-court a Shadow for durable De- 
fence, (for ſuch is the beſt this World can beſtow) 
which riſes and goes down like the Sun that produced 
them. Theſe Things, however eſteemed amongſt 
Men highly, are not only Abomination in the Sight 
of Gop, but even to the Godly appear baſe and 
mean, and beneath the Concern of every pious and 
truly-enlightned Soul. The ſincere Chriſtian who 
has the Mind of CHRIST, has ſomething within de- 
Tived from him, which makes all worldly Goods, ex- 


_ - cepting barely for their preſent Uſes, which are ſoon 


anſwered, appear as contemptible as they truly are. 
In ſhort, thoſe inward Rays of 'Comfort that ſpring 
out of Faith, and Hope, and Love, ſo completely fill 
his Heart, that there's no Room left in it to deſire or 
' favour any other Entertainment. Such a State de- 
ſerves the Name of a Life that now is, and fulfils 
e the Promiſe of Profit from Godlineſs. : 


Look now, on the * Hand, and behold what 
Kind of preſent Life the Man devoted to the World 
contends for, as the promiſed Iſſue of his Godlineſs; 


; for he can be godly too for Profit, and will ſurely do 


you a Miſchief if 'you ſeem but to make'a Doubt of 

But as a Stranger to the Redemption that is in 
Jrovs, the 1 ear thy: . and re to come ex- 
ce.rutiate 


* * 
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crutiate his very Soul before he come to endure the 
immediate Torments of either. How does the Senſe 
of his being unreconciled and at Enmity with Gop, 
deſtroy the Fruits of his ſordid Deſires, and ſpoil all 
thoſe little Advantages and Gratifications he promiſed 
himſelf from the ſucceſsful Workings of a brutiſh-or 
diabolical Will! A thouſand Terrors conſtantly at- 
tend all the Pleaſures that Sin produces, which ſo im- 
bitter as to deſtroy their very Nature. True; in 
many Things we offend all, nor is there a Man that 
liveth and ſinneth not; but ſtill there's a wide Diffe- 
rence between a Man: that loves Sin, and for that 


Reaſon hopes he ſhall be pardoned though he conti- 


nue in it, and the Man that hates it, and deſires no- 
thing ſo much as to be delivered from its Power, tho” 
in ſome Senſe they are both Sinners. The Diffe- 
rence between them is mark'd in Scripture with the 
ſtrongeſt Characters; the one's à Penitent, the other 
an impenitent Sinner: To fave the former CHRIS 


now comes into the World; but to condemn the lat- 
ter will be the Corſets: of his ſecond:Appear- 


ance. Thoſe who believe, and lean only on the 
Hope of a Redeeming Power; if they, through Infir- 


mity, fall into Sin, know yet that they have an Ad- 
vocate with the Father, FESUS CHRIST the Righ- 
teous, and that he is the Propitiation for their Sint; 
they can ſtrongly plead his Merits, and make a De- 
mand upon Piomiſes of Forgiveneſs :. And with this op 


full Aſſurance of Faith, even their Sorrow and Re- 
pentance is more grateful than all the Pleaſures, the 


Mirth, and Jollity of the. World can ftrike up in the 
Hearts of its Votaries: Nor would the moſt afflited 
Believer change Conditions with the moſt proſperous 
Infidel, any more than ſuch an Infidel would change 
with him: But ſtill, what's ſtubborn only in Natur, 
is Conſtancy in CHRIST. 


$i And 


| tn] | 
And if this worſt Condition of à Chriſtian has a 


Degree of Plealure in it, what ſhall we fay of him in 
the beſt Eſtate of his Soul? When his proſperous 


Love of Gon carries him beyond the Regions of 


Evil; and his Soul, in divine Contemplation, riſes 
above the Darkneſs that hangs about this lower 
World; and he is, by a vigorous AR of that Faith, 


| (which is the Subſtance of the Thing hoped for) put 
TER eee wand 


5 . Heart, utterly inconceivable, 


But this inward Comfort, this Peace of Godlinek 
which paſſeth all Underſtanding, is not the whole 
preſent Advantage of à Chriſtian, There is ſome- 


. thing without us too, for which we are ſtill farther 


vage e une ee, Pert 6 which leads 40 | 
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He has let us into the whole Will of Gon cancern- 
ing us; which muſt be ſtrong Conſolation to the 
poor benighted and bewildered Soul, during its Pil- 
grimage through the Wilderneſs of this d. 
It is not the leaſt Part of our Privilege, as Chrifti- 


ans, that we know what we muſt do to be ſaved, and 


are acquainted with all that ſhall be required at our 
Hands: So that the Regulatibn of our Lives is now 


no longer ſuppoſed to be leſt to the Guidance of our 


own Reaſon, nor our Prudence truſted "ws ir 
by pep four __ 1 9 


is was als Wu” en of the TG to 


| have ſuch Judgments and Statutes, ſo righteous, fo 


wiſe: And the Scripture tells us it was a great Proof of 
| Gov's Love to them, ſuch a Proof as the neighbour- 


ing Nations ſhould admire: But how much more in 
| ee hs | 


J 0 
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this Caſe, have we received from the Inſtruction of 
his Son, and the Teaching of his Spirit? Their 
Laws indeed were true and righteous altogether; but 
not being written in their Hearts, but upon Tables 

of Stone, their Influence was not much greater upon 
the one than the other. What Gloſſes, what Obſcu- 


_ rity, what Miſtakes, what Perverſions did their Want 


of Truth in their inward Parts force upon them! In- 
ſomuch that it was ſaid (Gop knows who ſaid it, for 
he never did, but by them of old Time) Thou Halt 
love thy Friends, and hate thine Enemies; but CRI 
teaches, (I would we had all well learn'd the Leſſon) 

That whatever deſtroys Charity, deſtroys the Life of 
Gop out of the Souls of Men; and it matters not to 
ſay it was reaſonably extinguiſhed by injurious and 
unjuftifiable Treatment, if, in the mean while, for 
the Lack of it, we are periſhing. Love ye therefore 
your Enemies ; though . they are, not F riends, they 
are ftill Biotheen z hor can their Unkindneſs much hurt 
you, ſo long as Charity's kept ente. Again: The 
La ſays, BY, for Eye, aud 75505 for Tooth! But how 
hear we CHRIST ? That Evil is to be overcome with 
Good, and never to be return'd in Kind : That it is 
better for us to take Wrong, than to recompence 
Evil for Evil; and that Retaliation, or the ſecond 
Injury, is as hurtful to the Mind as the firſt :. For, if 
rath's the'Crime; what ſignifies how it is provok ds 


or in what Ordet it be placed? Again: It was re- 55 | 


puted by-thoſe Key-keepers. of Knowledge in the 
Law, that a Reſtraint on Words and Deeds was 
enough, and that Thoughts were free. Be attentive 
to hear CHRIS on this Head alſo: Out of the Abund- 
ance of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh ; the Thoughts 
of the Heart are the Origin of all that's ſaid or done; 


arid there eres when horn defiled. Hatred there- 3, 


— 
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re in his Account, contains the Seed of Murder, 
and is proportionably deſtructive; and a luſtful 
Thought the true Ground of Adultery, and is regiſ- 
tered accordingly, © The Tree then 'muſt be made 
good, before its Fruit can be ſo; and the bitter Foun- 
tain By ammo Heart its FIT can 1 be Wet. | 


- How worthy the Son of 056% are theſe Seitlivents 
both for Wiſdom and Goodneſs! Happy we Chriſti- 
ans who know theſe Things, if we do but do them; 
and ſtriye to cleanſe our Hearts in conſequence of our 
Knowledge that out of it are the Iſſues of Life or 
Death, in the Preſence of that Gop to whom they 
het kg . 5 


Had we Leitire here to compare our ada Condi- 


tion, as it reſpects the Knowledge of Duty with the 


Heathen, who had no explicit Revelation of theſe 
Matters, and who were guided by natural Reaſon, 
_ doing that which was right in their own Eyes, we 
* ſhould find the greateſt Crimes paſling amongſt them 
for cardinal Virtues; and thoſe Things made the 
Object of their Praiſes, tat, PEP ay fond of Truth, 
appear deteſtable, IA gy, © 

Die; is it not a N 9055 an at "this Day, 
theſe Things ſhould want Illuſtration from Contraſts, 
and need Foils to ſhew their Brightneſs ? That the 
Blunders of human Wiſdom muſt be produced to 
eſtabliſh the Wiſdom of Gop in CarisT? That the 


| Folly of Fools muſt be brought upon the Stage to re- 


commend to our Approbation that Example which 
makes wiſe unto Salvation ? And that the Horror and 
| Confuſion of that Night of Ignorance, under which 
the — had IVE: lo * Ages groaned and tra- 

| | velled | 
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; velled-i in Pain, niuſt now be depiftured befors sur 
Eyes, to move us the rather to prize that Day- ſpring 
from on high, which hath viſited us with the Light 
of Life and nr of Salvation? e 


But thoſe who are not, in ſome Mals 8 
of this new Life that now is, can underſtand it no 
otherwiſe than by ſuch Delineations; and even from 
thence but poorly : And indeed as they have no In- 
tereſt at preſent in this Matter, they have no Right 
to underſtand, or even ſpeak upon the Subject. But 

here I ſtop, not caring to en, us Ainet any 
farther, and proceed to RSA 


"The third and aft Thing, with which, © Ip a few 
Words, I purpoſe to conclude, v:z. That the Son of 
Gop has made himſelf our ſpiritual Food and Suſte- 


nance, whereby all the Promiſes made to Godlineſs 


are at preſent ſealed and delivered up, as it were, in- 
to the actual Poſleflion of the Faithful. This is 4 
great Myſtery, or Wonder, to worldly Wiſdom, and 
| ſo indeed is the Whole of Godlineſs, whether Pro- 
miſe or Performance; and as ſuch, it is delivered out | 
| to us in the Goſpel, 4 $312 : 


It is indeed of a mixt Natit ak bn * 
fully to connect, and join together in one again, What 
has been 7 as ſtrangely ſeparated, viz. The 
Bleflings of Earth and Heaven. I doubt not but I 
am already underſtood to mean the bleſſed Sactament 
of the Body and Blood of CHRIST]; for what other 
Inſtitution can deſerve this Character? And this it 
does, to the pious Communicant, by giving him, thro 
Faith, that Comfort and Peace of Mind which the 
Children of this World vainly ſearch for, in the falſe; 
deluding, periſhable Goods of it: And at the ſams 
_ HE "> Timo 


5 


Time enkindling in him ſuch an Earneſt and Fore- 
taſte of the Spirit of Grace moving upon his Soul, as 
not only aſſures him with Confidence of Happineſs 
hereafter in Heaven, but makes him actually __w 
and feel 3 of it here upon Earth. 


It would not come within the Bounil of my Diſ- 
courſe, only to name over the almoſt infinite Advan- 
tages that would ariſe to the Chriſtian Life, from a 
worthy receiving of theſe holy Myſteries of our Sa- 
viour's own poſitive Inſtitution. The very Temper of 
Mind which is required to make us worthy Partakers 
of it; that is, a Freedom from worldly Cares; a fincere 
Contempt of all its lying Vanities; Truſt and Confi- | 
dence in God's Mercies, under all Troubles, whether 
Temporal ar Spiritual; together with a Portion of ſuch 
Charity as removes at once all the Bitterneſs of An- 
ger, Envy, Hatred, Malice, and Diſcontent, which, 
more or leſs, vex the Hearts of all People that are de- 
ſtitute of Grace; this very Feeling alone is a truly 
proſitable Fruit of Godlineſs, and richly deſerves the 
Title here given it of the Life that now is; having 
more of Bleſſedneſs in it, than the World and all its 
ein have Power to adminiſter. ut 


"Beaker we muſt now 5 Reben to bleſs Gov for 
what he hath already done for us in CHRIST, and to 
pray to bim to finiſh the Work he has thus happily 
begun. Do thou therefore, O bleſſed Ixsu, now, in 
the Time of this mortal Life, turn the Hearts of the 
Diſobedient to the Wiſdom of the Juſt, that at thy 
ſecond Coming we may be found acceptable in thy 
Sight, who liveſt and reigneſt with the F ather and 


. Holy n * * e Ec. 


8 ER. 
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When ye Rand projing, forgive, if yo beer ought 
againſt any, that your Father | alſo, which is in 
Heaven, may forgive you your Treſpaſſes : But if 
you to not forgive, neither will your Father, which 


ts in Heaven, Fargove your Treſpaſſts. | 


N would be an Injury to any Congre- 
ation of Chriſtian People, eſpecially 
N ſuch a one as I now ftand before, to 
ſuppoſe them ignotant of the great and 

> © diſtinguiſhing Badge of Chriſtians, here 

_ ſet forth by our bleſſed Saviour in the Words of the 
| Text, and which St. Peter makes the uppermoſt _ 
Link in his golden Chain of Virtues, as that upon 
which all the reſt naturally hang. — Add, ſaith. he, ta 
 brotherly Kindneſs, Charity, and then he has. done. 
The former we are taught by Nature, and every Sect 
and Party have it towards their reſpective Friends. 
and Aﬀociates, but the latter is purely the Gift of 


Gop i in CuRIs T. 5 
B b 3 | St. 


St Paul therefo! . 
* Subſtance, as that which never faileth to bring 
Pen to Gop, but gives it even the Preference to 
- thoſe two other Divine Gifts, Faith and Hope ; but 
the greateſt / theſe, faith he, 1 Charity : But it is 
not the bare Knowledge or Belief of all this that we 


are chiefly deficient in, it is the Practice (and Which 
indeed is the whole that concerns us) that 3 is moſtly 


Weg 206108 us. 


? 
* ** 


— To this Point ad I ſhall ebiefly bend ON 


© Endeavours, not deſpairing of Succeſs even here, 
might I prove but ſo happy as to ſecure a ſerious 


Attention only to what I have prepared to deliver 


upon this Heart-ſearching Subject: For this Pur- 
poſe I ſhall try the beſt. of my Skill, by ſetting this 


Matter in ſuch a Light as it has not been commonly 


| placed; and, by deſcending into ordinary Life, make 
my Appeals to every Man's Conſcience, whether the 


- Practice of forgiving our Neighbours their Treſ- 


which is the choiceſt Fruit of Charity, be not 
Matter of natural Juſtice and 8 4 
r bo gages Yirque. . 


My Method of Treating this Subjeft tall by.” 


* Fhrvididtic s e Ne Band with cur 
1 and what thoſe Debts to Gop are, 
which, 1 ona: 
eee 

„ 


u. To tet forth the Condition itſelf, with 


w raj 
to the Juſtice, Equity, and Mercy of it—— 


enim, * Hall be e . x 5 : 19 
Firſi. 


| 


| 


: 


Zs 
|. Fir, then, I am to <a how. our Accounts 


1 with our Maker, and what Debts we owe to 
Gon, — n don theſe Terms, haye 2 Promiſe of 


| Remittance. 8 


* 
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© Now all 7 every, of © our r Sins create a Debt to 
the Almighty, | importing no leſs than the Fi orfeiture 
of our preſent and future Happineſs 3 ; hay, of Life 
itſelf, for the Wages of Sin is Death. That we owe 
a temporal Diſſolution to Nature, is the Conſequence | 
of original Polution of ſomething that is wrong in ut 
Nature; and that we owe a Puniſhment alſo to the 
| Divine uſtige, i is the Fruit of our own Tranſgreffion,. . 
in reliſhing that curſed Evil in the Creation Which 
Soy hates; and which, if we hated too, would 
never hurt us. The former Debt deſcends to us by 
the Succeſſion of our Nature; the latter is by our- 
ſelves contracted, by our Love and Attachment to 
that which is contrary to the Will of the Creator. 
Ik then our Gop ſhould be ſevere to mark what 8 
daone amiſs, who could eſcape ? We might call to 
the Mountains to fall on us in vain, and it would 
be to no Purpoſe; if the Hills ſhould./ cover us; for 
before him even the Center of the Earth will be diſ- 
cloſed, and the Seat of Darkneſs. itſelf laid palpably 
open. f even aur own Hearts condemn. us; not, yet, 
2s St. Jahn obſeryes, GOD i, greater. than our 5 
Hearts, and. knoweth. all. Things. . ah He knows the true 
Ground of all our Actions; not 3, Word in our I 
Tongue but he knoweth it er and. the ery SY 0 


"3 © 30 


$ | -ceived. "All this he underfiands. fax. po than we 5 7 
do ourſelves: Therefore, ſays ne Pfalmiſt, Cleanſe 
tbou me from my ſecret Faults ;. that is, ſuch as were 

adi Y nan * eee from himſelf oo; 


> 


1 
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Heart may find: no Reaſon to condemn him, may 


yet fear the Jultice, niere e of an 


Al-Eeing ( God. 77 


. 


"We all khow hare Is 3 tres - 


came there, not right in us at the Bottom, ſome- 


What that we cannot ourſelves, with all our Self- 


| love and pitiful Partiality, at all Seafons approve : 


_ "To keep our Hearts from inclining towards this 
 Gifordered Principle, will be found, on Trial; 'a 
© Matter of unſurmountable Difficulty. ; and to pre- 
 ferve Innocency unlullied js ond the Power of the 
5 mere eig Creature, Man. Our Imprudence itſelf 
"> 4 ME et to 1 ent 


or” 


Wen is CT: if Juſtice ſhould be 
| rity adminiſtered, does not find his Condemna- 


tion graven in his own Breaſt ? Who is there whom 


his Heart does not condemn? Ruin' and Wrong 
are there written in the largeſt Characters, nor. can 
| he run from reading it: Nay, there ig ſcarce" any 


Thing we do, or ſay, or think, but has its ſinſul 
| Defedts; and where our Reaſon is fulleſt, there of- | 
ren Paſigh is moſt diſorderly. Whoever looks but 
carefully into the Records of his own'Conſcience, 


will find there Matter enough” for his own Con- 


demnation. Let any one of us only all theſe ſimple | 
; Queſtions, What have I done, which I ought not 
/ to have done? What have I left undone, Which 1 
© pught to have done? And 1 believe he will find 


Fouts enough ready to PRO chemſelyes. For 


who” 


- otherwiſe Ls alien lives el ſecret and preſump- \ 
tucus too, and would not have admitted that Oppa- 

fition, in which he has here placed them. He 

- therefore, whoſe Conſcience is cleareſt, and whoſe 


9 


re ö 
. has acted due l Geh 15 be =; WIE 
the has behaved towards his Neighbour' with a 
perſet Uprightneſs ? Whom has Piety, whom has 
uſtice; whom has Charity found perfect ih her 
Forks ? If we paſs thro” all the Duties of Religfot 
we 'can 'ſearge, I fear, acquit ourſelves im àny one 
Particular. We are all ORE GET, to "7 
FORE ON. Ok 


1 e 13 


| But cht ze fill worte, 2 bear Peg of Minna + 48 
are even induſtrious in Offence, and profecute hir 
Ruin with the greateſt Earneſtneſs; they run, 4 1 0 

were, ſwiftly in the Ways of Death, and with aH 
Strides tread the Paths that lead to Evil. Wiek he | 
great Violence, for Inſtance, do many proſecute ble 
Ends of Malice and Spite ; with what Eagerneſs the 
Gratification of Pride and Ambition? With how © 
laborious a Diligence the Deſigns of Avarice? Ts... 
what unwearied Labour do the Voluptuous purſus 3333 

- © their Pleaſures; how do they hunt after unlawful © 

yy Enjoyments ; ; and at how great A Kae do dc PE e 

chaſe Deſtruction . $46 og re, 1 


. 
4 S 5 
Fa { % * 


Men behave often as 1 N were afraid t eter- 
nal Torments were not enough ſecured to them; 
as if the Corruptions of their Nature were not fuf- 
ficient, except they added to them all that themſelves | 
could inyent, all that their unruly Wills can put in 
Practice. This is the Caſe, Gop knows, of à great 
Part of the World, which is, notwithſtanding, cal. 
led Chriſtian: And if all this be fo, who is there 
that ſees not his Debt to Gop; and that if his | 1 
infinite Mercy did not mightily interpoſe, nothing 
| could hold us back from inevitable Perdition ? With 
| | what ee then ſhould we ſupplicate the Di- 
| | Divine 


*, 


. wn) » 

Mercy thro CHRIST Jesus, by whoſe Merits 
1quering Spirit we can alone eſcape Death? 
— wrought. in the Heart, and Pardon for Sin 
ſiealed to òur Conſciences, upon Repentance and real 
Converſion, are the choiceſt Gifts of Gon in ChRIST, 
and for which we ſtand more indebted to him than 
1 for our very Beings. And accordingly we are taught 
in our Liturgy, to © thank Gon above all, above 
Creation or Preſervation, for our Redemption thro? 
'Jesus CurisT our LoD.“ For to have continued 
nothing, or to fall into nothing, would, at worſt, | 

not have been miſerable; it is no more than happens 
tio infinite poſſible Beings, which may never be re- 
ON Juced to act. But what we may ſuffer without 
© Gop's Grace, which is Converſion and the Forgive- 
nes of Sin, may be the Heighth and Depth of Mi- 
ſery; all that can diſguſt or pain; all that can ali 
or harraſs a ſenſible and a rational Soul. The 
Thoughts of our Hearts are corrupt, and that con- 


155 tinually, and to what they will lead in the End, i 


more than any Fleſh alive can eſtimate or look i into. 
How then ſhall we efcape ſuch horrid Expectations? 
Ho ſhall we hide ourſelves from ſuch terrible Fears? 
Bleſſed be Gon for the ſame, the Means are ſet full 
ee before us in the Words of his dear Son in the Text, 
- which, for Comfort as well as for Exhortation, it 
- will be proper here to repeat. ben ye land Pray- 
ing. forgive, if Je have ought againſt any, that your 
15 Father which ts in Heaven may alſo forgive you/your 
Treſpaſſes: But if you ds not forgive, neither will your 
4 Fathers e is in 7 Heaven, fun Jour, Treſpaſſe es. 


8 * us | now, 28 1 pupoled, in the fecand Place, 
. 3 the Condition itſelf, with regard to the Ju- 
ſtice, Equity, and * of it, — Forgive, * 3% 


* 8 


x#2- 4 
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. foul be forgiven. The Terms are clear, the Con- 


ditions eaſy ; nor to the Reaſonableneſs of the Obli- 
gation, that we ſhould give ſuch. Meaſure to out 


| Neighbour as we expect to receive from our Gop, 


can there lye any Objection at all; eſpecially if we 
conſider the Diſparity between our Debt to Gop, 
and what we can contract one amongſt another. Our 
Right in Property i is none ſo well aſcertained. as to 


be always clear in our Demands upon Juſtice; other- 
\ wiſe our Conteſts could not be fo frequent nor ſo 


laſting ; but the Creator's Right to the Obedience 


; of his Creatures is indiſputable : So that the Quality 
as well as Quantity of the reſpective Debts ſhould 


make us heartily cloſe in with the advantageous Offer; 
and by the Remiſſion of ſome petty Penalty, we 


might inflict upon one another, declare we owe. 


to the free Mercy of Gop, and thereby deliver our 


Souls from the Pains and Penalties of gy: Death. | 


. What i is ie! in Truth FM ls us in our Neigh- 1 
bour, or what Proportion can it bear with our Sins 


and Offences againſt our Gop ? The Inequality is 
only aimed at in the Parable of the gracious Maſter 


and the boweleſs Servant, which may yet ſerve to 
give us a Goſpel Notion of theſe Matters; For the 
Diſtance of ten thouſand Talents from an hundred 


«Pence is undoubtedly ſmaller than the Truth: In ſhort 


there can be no. Proportion between what we. owe 
to Gor, and what our Brethren can owe to us. If 


therefore we expect to have fo vaſt a Debt forgiven 


thro' the Mercy of Gop in CurisT, only becauſe 


we ſtand praying, and are ſorry to have contracted: 
it, will any Limits of Equity allow that we ſhould 


be inexorable for ſo much ſmaller Sums, and take 5 


dur N eighbour by the Thavat £ for every 1 . 


ö 
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re Auth hr infinitely below 
thoſe of Piety and Obedience, and the Glory of 


Soy is to be preferred to our neceſſary Food; what 


Room then is there for Revenge, or any Satisfaction 


that can atiſe from returning Evil for Evil ? Which, 
after all, is but at» imaginary Satisfaction, and one 


of the meaneft Sort too of thoſe that Imagination 
can afford. Wete it not for a prevailing Opinion, 


introduced by the Rage of ſome bitter Souls, the 
Sweetneſs of Revenge had never become proverbial ; j 


nor can any elſe feel any Delight that is in it. If it 


were enquired cooly what Good there is to us in 


another Man's Harm, a good Anſwer Could ſcarce · 


| Iy be given. If we ſay Paffion demands ſuch Kind 
of Satisfaction; let it be anſwered, That Paſſion is 


better quicted by being overcome, than by being 
gratified ; and the e is the more noble Way of 
doing it, 4s much as vanquiſhing an Enemy is more 


5 | Honourable than buying him off. If there be no 


Reaſon for being angry, there can be none for Re- 
venge ; which is the Effect of the worſt Sort of 


5 Anger, that which continues long and turns to Spite 


and Hate; which has put off the Nature of Paſ- 


tos, and put on the very Efſence of Vice. 


Aut ſome Men will ſay, 1 . A 1 —Y 


. | alw:ys. on an offending Neighbour for his Good, 
that he may 9. learn not to offend.” _ p 


Now | it muſt 1 . "RA is a wide Diffe- 


- rence between Caution and Revenge ; there being 


2 oy 
K "4 
F * 
7 . 


5 1 be. be — But in this Caſe we muſt proceed 


v poſfible Reaſon to be given why another's In- 


ice or Ill- nature, ſhonld be preferred to our Peace 
= Quiet, if in the Way of perfect Charity it may 


with 


tes 
with great Care, leſt Paſſion and Fartiality paſs N 
Wy wins: Je INE ok 
. . n i * 
And Fe our bleſſed 3 e 
Ragun to excepted Caſes, ſays poſitively, ber ba 
Halt forgius bim As knowing what was in Man; 
and that the Puniſher and the Puniſhed are both Sin- 
ners in the Sight of Gon. This Matter is of Con- 
cern, and well worth our weighing, Suffer me then 
to reſt a while upon it. Conſider we then that we 
are all Fellow - Sinners, and what Allowances are to 
be dne for that STO which. en, * | 
us a TERS FO 


FP nected? full upon 5 
faith he, thou art inexcuſable,'Q Man, whoſoruer thiu 
art that judgeſt: For wherein thou judgeſs another 
them condemneft thyſelf; for thou that judgeſt doeſt 
the ſame Things.” But this is more eſpecially true, 
when the Fault proceeds from Inadvertency or Im- 
prudence; and oftentimes, in the Heat of Paſfion,. - 
the Crimes of our Neighbours ' are the Creatures of 
nothing but Fancy. For what is more common than 
to think that Man has injured us, whom we envy or 
hate, and with whoſe Actions we are therefore in 
the general diſpleaſed, without regard to Right ot 
Wrong. Now if we cannot find in our Hearts to 
forgive theſe imaginary Crimes, how ſhall we par- 
don real Treſpaſles ? There is no Sort of Queſtion 
but that the very moſt of our Offences from our 
Neighbours are ſuch as theſe : The World, in gene- 

ral, is wholly guided by Appearances, and we are 
uſually very tender on our own Side; and well verſed 
nat turning the Balance to favour pur Fancies: There 


1 358 * 
ire ſome People who openly profeſs, that what they 


apprehend for their own Good, is alway reaſonable 


to be done; who make their Gain their Godlineſs, 


and their remporal n the Mare of ood 8 


. Evil. a 3 
| 8 b are . tad: as to 8 this 
Principle in Speculation, yet; in the Practice of i it, 
à great Part of the World have, I fear, run into the 

Error: For who is there almoſt that does not con- 
fider that Man as his Enemy who croſſes his De- 


his Popularity. Thus we make our own Benefit 
the Scale for another Man's Conduct, and can hearti- 


ly hate and treat him as a Foe, if he happens not to 


hold it to our Purpoſe. This is the Ground of the 
ul Treatment Chriftians have ever met withs: from 
ee I 1 warebagl % OY 


| Many Poodle 2&1 very unjuſtly, withealt benin 
chat they do ſo. A Man in a Frenzy thinks himſelf 
wiſe, and would be offended at any one that ſhould 
go about to undeteive him: Ignorance oftentimes 
fancies an uncommon Sufficiency of Knowledge; 
and it is probable there was ſcarce. ever any one in 


an ill Humour, but thought ihimſelf,” at that Time 


; Jon $a OR IONS bao. 
| a tions ſhould wad s us what | incom- 


eee 2 where Self is con- 
cerned. There is a Leaven of Unrighteouſneſs that 
i ferments in our Spirits, and fix d Prejudices that will 
not give Way to the greateſt Light of human Rea- 
ſonz inſomuch, that in our Conteſts with each other, 
it is not clear N whether we. dre to grant Par- 


f 


don 


figns, hinders his Intereſt, or ſtops the Progreſs of 


5 
* 
; 
\ 
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don or to aſk it: For Injuri es on theſe Oecaſions 
are commonly reciprocal, and chen one Debt cancels” 


another. Suppoſe we have received an Aﬀeont, and 
have, according to Cuſtom, defamed the Perſon 
that offered it; he then certainly owes us nothing, 
for out of his good Name we have alteady given 


_ ourſelves Satisfaction: He was our Debtor, but Wwe 

have annulled the Obligation, by pt RH þ. 

ance WO of our own Mom a , Ik ps 15 
. . 


Ae For it it is a dict Matter Wi rh a . 


the Pleas that . Reaſon will Unchari- 


tableneſs withall : 2 eee HH) 


Now, tho” it andy (6 happen thiat we are Mie A 
leſs in one Quarrel, yet, perhaps, we have not been 


ſo in others. Let Adonibexel, the Canaunitiſb King, Dy 
here inſtruct us: When the Children of Judah had 


cut off his Thumbs and Toes; he murmurs not at 


the cruel Treatment, but acknowledges the Juſtice 
. ff the Action: A. I have done, ſaith he, ſo 60 5 
hath requited me; threeſcore and ten ! 2 ws, 


it their Meat under my Table. 


Obſerve, he IEEE che* fate of the Re- = | 


taliation, tho it was executed by other Hands than 
' thoſe who had received the Injury; ; this Conſidera- 


tion reaches very far: For who is there almoſt a- 


mongſt Men, of whom no one has Reaſon to com- 


plain? He who has fulfilled all the Parts of his Duty 


to his Neighbour; has tranſcended the common Level 


of human Kind. And, in this Light, the moſt harm 


leſs of Men may be glad to compenſate the Injuries 


they receive with the Injuries that they have done. 
A N Part FEnow of what we do in this Kind, as 


ie 


. * 


=_ _ thyBook, 0 juſtr as well. as gracious, Gop! And this | 
ulneſs i is the Reaſon why ſometimes, in in angry 
both Parties think themſelves extreme- 
| mured,. whilſt. each conſiders cloſely what bas 

| Hean done to him, but neither what he has ſaid or done Fr 
intim; for that eaſily drops out of the Memory: if 
* The Numer we clothe in all the Circumſtances by 
which it may be aggrabated ; the other muſt be at- 


1 But however, this. may be; however, Men may 
| Juſt and clear themſelyes, tain, 19 mogr te 
Eid and bitter Dealings with each other; yet, with | 
reſpect to Gop, we;muſt acknowledge that we. are | 
all Debtors; nor can we difſemble and cloak our Sins 
before the Face of the Almighty; and if be/ ſhould, 
e EE 


AO eee eee 
de eftabliſhed in the World, or. take Place, engt "ps 
Men, but by. the Practice of Charity 

Forgiveneſ. He bas | taken, the Matter, 

; into his own Hand 3, and. being, ag it were, com- 
mos e to all Mankind, he. has undoubted : 
- Authority mans Remiſhon of any Debs that 
5 —— — tan: Hor = 


PF Aſp ory Mouth, he has. ied. molt ralueble z 
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yet he has made it every Man's Intereſt to vive” up 3 

+ trifling a Property, by promiling ors f | 
ins on theſe eaſy. Terms. It is an aſtoniſhing Re- 

turn this Forbearance brings us, and the Condition 


# , 
Fo 


. is better than * we could have wiſhed or "hoped fo | : 
Y 55 not Gop of his Mercy been Plgaſed to „ : © 2 
dy the Mourh of his Son, = . N "i 5 8 . 7 ; 
I thall's now rate t to 2 i Chl In this minutes , - 
Wy perhaps” over pa particular, Ihſpection, with E 
neral Reflection, SES « Word of Counſel, ane * ſuitable | 
Prayer.” 5715 Ter. . n eee N 


3 8 . abt „„ 4 #975275 O RO ST _ " 
0 24%; Wits then of WO He 8 1 
dring Good but of Evil, muſt be marvellous in 6 
Eyes; 'who; in the Proceſs df theth, ſeems to to grind; . 
as. it were, one rough Thing againft anotherz\tliac 0 
they may poliſh and mutually burniſh each” other; 
or as poiſonous Minerals ire Ade in Sulphur, that 
each thereby its peculiar Mali may  _ 
ive out its e to "A „ 5 
them an active and wholſome Medicine fit for the 1 
Uſe of human Life, In like Manner it may be that 
thoſe e Offences we giye and take, are de- 
ſigned and appointed as the proper Means of biinging 

forth in us by the Grace uf. Gopg- that „ 
BY Gift of Charity whichiaver the Soul Nom Death, and _ = 
covers the Multitude of Sins. By Faith we are ſure _ — 


dat all Things work ae er Good; and if fo, | wy 4 
What have we to do but k bly x "ſubmit ourſelves 5 
to his Will, who EEO in all, and is able to 4 


ſubdue every Thing unte himſelf? He will the 

look upon the Frailties of our Nature, the Inptu. - 
dence of our Lives, and the e of our „ 
Vet. II. . / . 


eee eee eee ee 


* - wiſe. that, thro* the Merits of Cunisr, theſe patty 


| _ © Remittances ſhall not only cancel the vaſt Arrears | 
_ due to his Juſtice, but give us a Title to Everlaſt- | 
= . - ing Bliſs. We are taught that all our other Doings, 


Hh | Without Charity, are nothing worth; and that who- | 
vever liveth deſtitute of this moſt excellent Gift, is 
counted dead before Gor : We beſeech thee, 
fore, O gracious Father, to ſend thy Holy Ghoſt, 

it into our Hearts; and all for the Love of 
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Il endeavour to do, 25 0 | ci og he 


nth 
i * „ CE 3 


© al What | is | ta * 3 100 1 i rau, uf 
Tine, and the Diſpaniatides, that Alli it: And, 


OE. ob Ho and Jah. "us "all Thins in 
both, muſt be join'd and united in ChRIST, to 
give it this Fulneſs. To theſe ſhall be added, 


Wii Some eehte Reflections upon the Dogtrne, 
which hall finiſh the Deſign, 8 


8 let us ſee what is to be underſtood by 
the Fulneſs of Time, IO ROI Re oye 
[this Fulnels,,. EE. ns) i 6 ne 


4 Now, Time of iſle, Gmply confider'd, i is but like | 
an empty Veſſel; a mere Meaſure, that has nothing 
in it. Thus David ſpeaks of empty Days, and Feb 
of Months of Vanity; and ſo it muſt remain, till 
Gop, that appointed it, is pleaſed to fill it with his 

iDilpenſations. What makes it conſiderable, i is ſome- 

thing of Gop's pouring into it; and it can be ſaid 
only i be more or leſs full, ay he is pleaſed to fill it 
with the Revelation of his Will, and open in it the 

*Spitit'of Eternity. How many remarkable Miffions 

' "hath Gop made under Moſes and the Prophets; but 

all theſe, tho they may be ſaid to fil up, yet reached | 
not tb the Degree call'd Fulneſs. | This was reſerv'd 

_ at the Sending of his Son; and, at his Coming, 
Tim was at its Fulneſs, for it ne” receive no more, 
for i was given into it in whom the Fulneſs of the 
SGodhtad dwelt bodily ; in whom the Spirit was not 


* by ä in S ir ah Fulneſs of 
| ä 


L 495 J : 
Grace and Truth ; and of whoſe Fulneſs we are yy” | 
to receive. And, indeed, till CHRIS came, all was 
but Promiſe in Shadows, and Fi igures, and Prophe- 
ſies, which fill not, though they may in ſome _y 
war and ſtop for a-while, the hungry _ 


But when the Na of theſe Provided; 3 ah 
Body of theſe Shadows; the Subſtance of theſe Fi- 
= ; and the Fulfilling of all theſe Propheſies came, 
then came the Fulneſs of Time, and the Creation 

was at Age : Before, the Apoſtle tells us, the World 
was but in its Nonage, held under Tutors and Go- 
vernors; exerciſed in the beggarly Elements and 
firſt Rudiments of Knowledge ; mere School - Diſci- 
pline; and is compared by him to the State of Chil- 
dren in their n little N from that of. | 
| Servants. 1 


3 n e 1 the Time of 8 5 
Coming into the World ſhould be the full Age of it; 


5 or why then, is a Queſtion of more Curioſity than 


Piety. The Apoſtle tells us, it was ſo appointed by 
the Father ; he keeps the Times and the Seaſons in 
his own Power, and it is not for us to know them : 
Nevertheleſs, of theſe Times and Seafons, we are 
told, there is a certain Fulneſs, as ſure as that when 
Things are ripe they are then fit to be gathered. 
Thus the Time of the Promiſe is ſaid, by St. Stephen, 
to draw nigh ; though the Diſpenſation of it be ever 
| aſcribed to Gop himſelf : For as there are Seaſons 
appointed for the Things that are of the Earth, fo are 
there for the Things that belong to Heaven. If it 
be viſible in the natural World, ſo is it, though 
not ſo eaſily diſcern'd, in the great Year of the 
World's Exiftence. Can we conceive that the 


GY great 


„ 


great Director of the Univerſe, the ſupreme Con- 
troller of the vaſt Houſhold and Family of the World; 
__ _ + every the ſmalleſt Productions of Nature, and 1 | 
the whole to ripen and rot at random ? If for every 


| ſhould have his appointed Seafons ſo 


Purpoſe under Heaven there be a proper Time, 


2 then, ſurely, for the greateſt Purpoſe under Heaven, 
the Salvation of the World, there muſt be the ſame. 


alſo. Are there fit Seaſons for every Work, and 
every Production in our common Year, meaſured 


out by one Reyolution of the Sun round this Globe 


of. the Earth; and ſhall there be none for the Ca- 
taſtrophe of the whole, though every Day of its Du- 


ration be with the Lozp,. mand” uh 10 r Few 8 


- 06 ol as a * AIST 


But B our r bleſſed 0 5 ol this Matter 
| out of Doubt, by pointing at the exact Proceſs of 
Nature; marking each Step ſhe takes, in bringing 
forward her Deſigns, from the firſt little Principle of 
a Seed, till, by regular Degrees, it reaches the Ful- 


neſs of its deſtined Perfection; and as this bears a 


moſt exact Analogy (for fo he tells us is the King- 


dom of Heaven) to Gop's great Work carried on 


in the grand Scheme of Redemption, wherein a 
| like Deſign, by fimilar Steps, is ednduQted, from the 


Fall of Man in Adam, untill the Conſummation of 
all Things : I fthall, therefore, as a moſt apt Con- 


cluſion of this Head, and as the gathering together, 
in one Sum Total, all that need be advanced upon 


it, lay before you this whole Scheme of Providence 


in its native Simplicity, as it ſtands thus exhibited in 
the Goſpel.—0o is the Kingdem of GOD, as. if 4 
Man ſhould caft Seed into the Graund, and it Hould 


E. arth. 


22 _— 


| Lie e up i knoweth not how : For the | 


fte Prophets; when all was in the Ear: And then 
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Barth bringeth forth Fruit of herſelf; feſt the Blade, | 
then the Ear, after that the full Corn in the Ear 3 | 
but when the Fruit is brought forth, immediately * | 
oa in the Sickle, becauſe the Harveſt i is comes 


O 0 is the Earth from 2 Grain | | 
forth the Blade, then the Stalk, then the 225 chen 
the full Corn in the Ear: It's now ripe, and has ob- 

min'd its Fulneſs; the Reaper may put in his Sickle, 
the Harveſt is come; then he fills his Hand, and wi 
that bindeth-up the Sheaves his Beſom. T5 


Such like Procedure are we to look for, in 8 
forward the great Harveſt of the whole World; when 
its Fruit, which is Eternal Life, ſhall be perſected in 
it, and fit for gathering: Is it not even ſo? Firſt 
there is the Time of Nature; all then was in the 
Blade: Then the Time of the Law under Moſes ; 
all then was in the Stalk : Then came the Time of 


cometh the End, when CunIsr appears to give all 
Things Ripeneſs and Perfection, by gathering to- 
gether all Things that are inge and that are on 
Earth into one in himſelf. He is the Mediator or 
Uniter of all Things with Gon; and when that Of- 
fice is done, the whole is finiſhed ; the Harveſt of 
the World is come; Time finds its End; and all 
D in Nature receive their Fulneſs. This ſeal 


The ſecond Thing I purpoſe to treat upon, where I 
am to ſhew how, and for what Purpoſe, Heaven and 
Earth, and all Things in both, are thus to be united 
and join'd — =o in e in 9 to their F ul- 
i 2 „ 

| Now 
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4 by 3 we ſhould ſcarcely have thought of fo 
a a Coalition. Our Hopes of gathering, 
Gon knows, ſeldom ſtir our Deſires beyond what we 
Can reap from off the Surface of the Earth, or, at 

fartheſt, beyond what we can ſeparate and drag up 
from her dark Bowels. We little think of evkiiing: | 
_ ſo high as to lay hold of the Heavenly Treaſure, or 

fo gather Fruit unto Eternal Life: But the Apoſtle 
Points to make us look thitherward, with his—Life 
2p your Hearts ! Set your Aﬀettions on the Things that 
are above | Gather them into the Storchouſe of the 
Soul]! For 'Heayen and Eafth, and the Fulneſs of 
them both, are to be gather'd into one. Let the 
Earth, and all that therein is; rejoice at the News of 
this Union; for when the Earthly Nature is thus 
taken into the Heavenly, all her Evils ſhall be ſwal- 
lowed up, and done away in this happy Junction: 
Nor let this ſeem ſtrange or incredible; for to the 
Mind that inſpects deeply into the Works of Gon, 
it appears rather wonderful how they came ever to be 
divided. And what is here ſpoken of their being to 
be rejoin'd, may mean, that they have formerly been 
together as one ; and now are; only to be gathered 
together again, ſo as to be recollected, recalled, and 
reinſtated, in their original and bleſſed Harmony. St. 
8 Peter, therefore, calls it the Reftoration of all Things, 
which would not have been Senſe, but upon a Sup- 
_ poſition that they had been once in the ſame State, 
and, by ſome Means, have fallen aſunder ; . and 
| which 1 is the ſame with St. PauPs gathering together 
again, here in the Text. Heaven and Earth, then, 
have already been together as ne; 127809 tis by Sin 
None that they now ſtand divided. | 

| While 


Heaven, or Paradiſe, was the S 
all- ſuffcient Preſetwe. When he fell 3 * 5 
fell from Heaven, znd the Earth, his wretched Mans - 
fion-Houſe of Sin; was broken off and ſtood with 
him, in a State divided from the Bleſſing of its 
Maker; and ſo muſt remain for ever, unleſs, by a 
Re- union it be reccoverd, and, in that Rejoining, 
made whole and good again: And this can never be 
done by all · the Poſſibilities of Nature, till Sin, the 
Divider, be deſtroy d, and all Things meet again 
and are made one in CyRIsT, the Loxp of Heaven 
and Earth, the common Head and ſole Foundation 
of all created Beings. St. Paul has ſet this Matter 
forth with wonderful Clearneſs, in the twelfth Chap- 
ter of his Epiſtle to the Hebrews ; and this Word, 
Yet once more, — I ſhake not the Earth only, but alſa 
Heaven, fignifies, ſays he, the removing of thoſe Things 
which are ſhaken, as of Things that are made; (or 
- form'd out of the Difference, and ſo not like to con - 
tinue after Reconcilement) that thoſe Things which 
can not be ' ſhaken may remain, The firſt Shaking 
ſhook Earth off from Heaven; but the ſecond is to 
ſhake them together again, and ſo intimately to mix 
and join them, as that they ſhall never more be dif- 
turb'd: That ſo we, thro CHRIST, receiving a King- 
dom that cannot be moved, may be enabled for ever to 
ferve GOD 88 with GE and 9 757 
co 


KS 


Now this 8 or Recapitulation of al FA 
is in Heaven and Earth, can be only in CHR3sT our 
Head; for GOD hath given him to be the Head over + 
all Things to the Church, which is his Body; the IX 


| "es 4 [ 41 © | | 
I | 3 To him therefore, | 


i and from: him muſt all be gathered; for he that ga- 


| NT e Anas we are dale Gaal but ſcatter. 


| / gather Stubble, to pick up Straws ; all were wander- 


And il this mighty Healer appear'd,. to cloſe 
the deſperate Wound that ſever'd Time from Eter- 
nity, and the Creature from the Creator; *till he 
came to make Peace, by making both one ; and to re: 
Concile Heaven and Earth, by giving them a friendly 
Meeting in himſelf, all Things in Nature were at 

odds; acting with Enmity, and as in a State of 
War with each other; wreſtling and contending, 
and bringing forth nothing in the Iſſue but Death 
and Deſtruction. The Heavenly Bodies 2 
down upon the Earthly with unfriendly Aſpects, and 
they again making Returns in a like Spirit of Oppo- 
Gon. A Angels with drawn Swords againſt Men, 
who became as dead at their Appearance. The 
Members were ſever d from the Head, and from each 
other; and not only divided in Principle, but ſcat- 
tered wide in every Point that concern'd their mutual 
Safety. As many Gods as Cities; as many Opi- 
nions, about the Way of Truth, as Men ; Fews 
and Gentiles, with a Wall of Partition between them: 
The Tabernacle of David too, was fallen down, and 
out of the Ruins of it, each built up what liked him 


The whole World was but a Maſs of Errors; a 
mere Chaos, or Confuſion ; empty and void of all 
' faving Grace and Truth, and may well be compared 
to the Builders that were ſcattered at the Tower of 
Babel, where no Man underſtood another; or rather 
to the People ſcattered over all the Land of Egypt to 


„ 
4 


Hom 


Like 1 9 2 J 28 


Ad 4 wt 4 To 1 Iſrael 1 — 
ſaith the Prophet? No doubt he will: But why 
ſhould this gathering of the People be reſerved untill 
Shiloh 4 Where is the'Neceflity that this U- 
nion muſt be in CrzIsT, excluſive of all others? 
Why, even becaufe he is the very connecting Power 
itſelf; and tis his being loſt out of Nature, that is 
the 8 of all the Difference and Diſorder here 
below; and becauſe all other Methods have been 
tried and fail'd. The unwritten Law, in the Mind 
and Conſcience of the natural Man, has fail'd; im- 
mediate Revelation to the Patriarchs fail'd, and 
reached no farther than themſelves ; Maſes's Book of 
the Law was ſoon laid by and loſt; and the Prophets 
were, after a while, ſcarcely heard of: So that, not- 


_ withſtanding all theſe Diſpenſations, the Things i in 


Heaven and Earth are no nearer, the Enmity remains, 
and the Difference is unmade Sign: . e 
We. is yt . Sg 
Now thes, in this —_ of „ Diſtreſs, when 4. 
vras no Helper, G O D's own Arm: brmgs Salvation, 
and the Time for the Coming of the Meſſiah is, in 
| theſe Circumſtances, fulfilled: And Lo, I come to 
do thy Will, faith he; in this Point all elſe had failed, 
a Body haſt thou prepared me; and in that Heaven 
and Earth meet each other again, that had been ſo 


long parted; Gop and Man here unite, who had 
been ſo long at Variance, and become one in Cunrer, 


and in this Union both are well pleaſed: 80 that at 
ane, s Coming in the Fleſh, the great 


bod Godlineſs was „ the Defect i in Nu 
which 


ee in the + Dro of a. 


. . 


ſypplied ; for then the Height 
* — E thered 
and united in himſelf. The Subſtance of all which 

we profeſs in our Creed; in ſaying, That tho' he be 
Gan and Man; TOE 15 dat * but eur. 


res now s through with che Dodzina 
of. hy Tory I ſhall, as purpoſed | | 


— 
2 


m de third Place make an . Reflion, £2 


Ir /then the Things that are in Heaven is the 
Things that are on Earth are thus gathered and meet 
together in CHRIST, let all his Diſciples and Fol- 
lowers ſhew that they are in ſome Meaſure met to- 
gether likewiſe in him, by having their Converſa- 
tion in Heaven, even whilſt they walk here as Pil- 
grims upon Earth: Let their good Deeds, their 
Alms, and their Prayers come up for a Memorial 
before Gop, and let Peace and Good-will towards 
Men be joined, as in the Angels Hymn on the Oc- 
cafion, with the Glory to Gop on High ; when thus 
it ſhall be, then lift up your Heads, hs Hcg 
derten bre u. | 
But be careful that every Thing of chis Sort be 


Fay in the Name of CHRIST, i. e. with a Chriſtian 
Spirit: For all that we can do otherwiſe, makes us 


no better than unprofitable Servants, We may with 


St. Paul ſuffer the Loſs of all Things, give. all our 
Goods to feed the Poor, and our very Bodies to be 
burnt ; we may, with the good Centurion, build a 
" Synagogue; or, with John Baptiſt, faſt and fly the 
5 ren and yet ſtill be * Unworthy, till 
chat 
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and fill our Hearts,” Tho we may labour to gather 
Heaven and Earth ber if it be not in and 
_ thro” ane, they ars Fe — 5 ere ke and 'of 


Thbaching: a Forks eps and a godly Wipe 


ſitions; for it is this that is chiefly wanting in us 


* 


Saut firſt the Kingdom of & O D and his Ri ,t 

© neſs, and all other Graces ſhall be added unto vn. 
Earneſtly deſire to put on ChRS r and to be made 
like unto him, and, in that Semblance, all that is 


valuable and to your Purpoſe, whether in Heaven or 


in Earth, is yours; for thus, i are R OY 


Mee „„ OO OD 
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Aut white als wii hunts for him ee | 


than in the blefſed Sacrament that is now before us, 
where the Heavenly Spirit and the Earthiy Ele- 


ments are ſo wonderfully joined together: For as 


| Bread and Wine are the Perfection and Fulneſs of 
what Time in the Harveſt and Vintage of this 


World can bring forth; ſo he is pleaſed, as the Ful- 
neſs of Eternity, to call himſelf the true Vine, and 


5 the liuing Bread that came down from Heaven. And 


| 
: 


the main Deſign of our being made. Partakers of 


either, is to gather together to Gop thoſe that 


were gone aſtray from him, and to unite to each 
other thoſe whom Want of Love had ſet at Variance. 


. thus recollecked e 
at this holy Communios, T F "_ to CarsT, and 
by 


I} 7 baten thy Kingdota, we pray thee,/O'Gop, to, 
— raiſe: up thy Power and come amongſt us; ſpeedily 
i deliver us through the Satisfaction of thy dear 
id Saviour, Jasus Chaisr; 


be SECOND Votunte. p 
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